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SIR, 

WHILE you are imparting new fi^t to those regions, 
so gloriously illuminated by the genius and the virtues of the 
late Sir William Jones, will you allow a Traveller to express 
his thoughts to you in contemplating your character and situ- 
ation ? I cannot but felicitate that race of my fellow-creatures 
who are placed within the protection of your judicial care ; 
yet, in recollecting how many listened to you with delight in 
this coimtry, I feel your distance from it, in one point of view, 
a source of national regret. Conscious that these sentiments 
are sincere, I am encouraged by them to request, that you will 
honour with indulgent acceptance, a book, whose author has 
endeavoured to unite amusement and information. 

Doubtful of his success in each of his purposes, he is smsious 
to concihate favour, by introducing his performance to the 
Public under the shelter of your name : a name that awakens 
universaOy the respect due to the beneicent exertions of lo^ow- 
le4ge and irreii«C%k eloquence. 



DEDICATION. 

That health and felicity may attend you, in thpse scenes of 
arduous duty where your gracious Sovereign has stationed 
you; and that you may return to tins favoured island, and 
long enjoy in it all the various rewards of honourable service, 
is the ardent wish of him who is, 

Sir, 

With the truest esteem. 

Your faithful and obedient servant, 

JOHN CARR. 

No. 2, GA&SBir-CoirRT) Templk« 
Ut JuNB» 1805. 
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THE AGREEMENT. 



The ground which my pen b about to retrace has not Tery 
frequently been trodden by Englishmen. Northern travellers of 
celebrity, who have favoured the world with the fruits of their re- 
searches, have generally applied their learning and ingenuity more 
to illustrate the histories of the countries through which they have 
passed, than to delineate their national characteristics. Nature 
generally receives our last homage ; we never wander from the 
contemplation of her simple charms, but we return to them with 
pleasure. As the attempt, although aiming at originality, is not 
of an asfuring nature, I feel the more confidence in stating, that 
the object of the following pi^s is to describe those features 
which principally distinguish us from our brethren in other re« 
^ons, and them from each other. 

I hope that the ei^ecution of my wishes will at least be without 
the fiiult of fortifying those prejudices which so unhappily divide 
nations that ought to be linked together by mutual love and ad- 
miration. Whilst I wish to amuse, I am desirous to fecilitate the 
steps of those who may follow me, by giving the detail of coins, 
and post charges, and some little forms which are necessary to 
be observed in a northern tour. My descxiptions follow the ob- 
jects which they pencil, and partake of the irregularity of their 

B 



2 THE AGREEMENT. 

appearance. I write £rom my feelings ; and as I propose that my 
Reader shall travel with me, it is reasonable that he should share 
some of the inconveniences as well as the enjoyments of the ex- 
cursion. Before we smile together in the beauti^ islands of 
Sweden, we must be content to bear with resignation the gloom 
of her almost interminable forests of fir. 

If he will not commence the Tour upon these terms, and agree 
to support without disappointm^t those vici^tudes of amuse- 
ment and of languor, that seldom fail to diversify all the roads 
both of literature and of life, much as I shall lament the separa- 
tion, it will be best, for both parties, that we should not wander 
together over another page. 



NORTHERN SUMMER; 



TRAVELS ROUND THE BALTIC- 



CHAP. I. 

TZM^OF SitTTXKG PO&TR— -A WBSTElLir TOWN«-*HABWXOH-<-THE POOR 
JfORWKOlAlf^S TOMB— ^ItBLOGQl^AND— FttOATIKG MERAY FAC^S— 
nvSVMr-%k ST9HLWAGCON — THE FAIR— THE WONDER — KOVE^ AP- 
PLICATION OF A CHURCH — WALTZES— ^A SHOCKING SECRET. . 

- • ■ ' . > 

It was on the 14th of May, 1804, that, impelled by an ardent 
desdre of -contemplating the great and interesting volume of man, 
^nd by the hope of ameliorating a state of health which has too 
dften awkkened the soliditude of maternal affection, and of friendly 
sympathy, the writer of these pages bade adieu to a spot in which 
the morning of life had rolled over his head, and which a thou- 
sand circumstances had endeared to him. I cannot quit England 
without casting a lingering look upon my favourite little town of 
Totnes, where, as a characteristic, family alliances are so care- 
fully preserved, that one death generally stains half the town 
Mack, and where Nature has so united the charms of enlightened 
society to those of romantic scenery, that had a certain wit but 
tasted of the former, he would have spared the whole county in 
which it stands, and would not have answered, when requested td 
declare hii opinion of the good people of Devon, that the further 
he travelled westward, the more persuaded he was that the wise 
Aen came fVom^ Ae east. 



4 A NORTHERN SUMMER. 

The angry decrees of renoratcd war had closed the gates of the 
south ; the north alone lay expanded before me. If she is lea* 
tochantmg, thought I, perhaps she is the less known ^ and wher- 
ever nian is (women of course included) tit&^ must .be variety; 
she has hitherto been contemplated, clad in fur, and gliding with 
the swiftness of a light cloud before the wind, upon her roads of 
shining snow. I will take a peep at her in her summer garb, and 
will endeavour to form a nosegay of polar flowers. 

There is always a little bustle of action and confusion of ideas, 
when a man, about to slip from his friends, is in the agonies ^ 
packing ufi. My mind alternately darted from my portmanteau 
to the political appearances with which I was surrounded; and, 
with all the vanity which generally belongs to a traveller, I re- 
solved to commemorate the period of my flight, by a cursory com- 
ment upon the state of my country, which, by the time the last 
strap was buckled, was simply this : A great man had succeeded 
a good one in the direction of its august destinies, and another 
bdng, who may be considitred as the wonderjof the wiesl, was pre- 
paHng amidst the blaze of brilliant novelties to mount the throne 
of a new dynasty; amongst them was a threat to cover the shores 
of England with his hostile legions. Nine hutidred and ninety- 
nine Englishmen, out of one thousand, had started into martial 
array, on the sound of the haughty menace^-«patriott9i|i, with thtf 
bright velocity of a wild-fire,, ran through the vaUey and over the 
mountain, till at last it was discovered that we might- b^' inyaded 
whenever we pleased. Ministers were more puszledby their 
friends than their enemies ; where streams were expected to flow^ 
torrents rolled headlong ; and, whatever may be our animoMtie% 
we are at least under an everlasting obligation to the French^ for 
having enabled us to contemplate such a spectacle of loyalty. How 
I happened to leave my country at this time, it may be pn^r to 
explain: Devonshire ofiered, to her lasting honour, twenty thoiu*» 
sand volunteer defenders of their homes and altars, nine thousand 
were only wanted or could be accepted ; ia die latlcr, « spirited 
body of my fellow townsmen, who lumoured me by 9^ election ta 
ci^mmand them* were not included; after encountering (and it 
was equal to a demi-campaign) the scrutinizing eye of militia* 
men, and the titter of nursery-maids, until awkwardness yielded 
to good discipline, and improvement had taught our observert to 
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tiesp^t US) we found that our inteiided services were superfinous, 
mad I was at full liberty to go to any point of the compass; so^' 
after the touching seeiie of bidding adieu to an aged and a beloved 
mother^ whilst she poioed upon me many a half*stiied prafer 
and benediction, I hastened to the capitd, where, haYing foou^sfaN 
ed myself with the necessary passports and letters of introductii^ 
to our embassadors from the minister of foreign affah^ a circular 
letter of credit and bills from the house of Ransom, Morland, and 
company, upon their fcn^gn correspondents, and with a psEcket 
^ very handsome letters of private introduction, which were 
swelled by the kindness of Mr. Grill, the Swedish consul, and a 
passport (indispensably necessary to the visitor of Sweden) from 
the baron Silverhjelm, the enlightened and amiable representative 
of a brave an4 generous mition, I proceeded to Harwich, and at 
midnight passed under the barrkr arch of its watch^ower, which 
Was throvm into strong picturesque varieties of shade, by its pro- 
]»tious light, which from the top flung its joyous lustre over many 
a ^stai^ wave, so gladdening to the heart of the homeward ma« 
riner. 

In the morning we went (I had a companion vrith me) to the 
packet-agency olfice, where we paid four guineas each -for our 
passage to Husum ; 1/. Hi. 6d, for prdvisiotts on board (seldom 
tasted) ; after which, douceurs of lOtt. 6d, each remained to be 
pald>t)othemate, and 7«.each to the crew, and 5«. a-piece to a 
peraonage who>GOBtnbiiies so largely to human happiness, and 
particuhirty tathatof Englishmen, the cookf we also pidd ten 
giRneas Ibrthe freight eS a diariot belonging tot an aoquaintalice 
at Belersburg, 3«. per ton on-die tonnage of tlie vessel, and U. in 
the pound upon the value of thf ^aaid csfrriage; this accomplished, 
I had nothiilg further to do, but U> amuae the time until four 
o\:lock in the aftemosn, wlien the foreign mail from London ar^ 
rives. • ' 

'^ The ehnrch^yard lay adjoining to the inn: in thiasoiemn spot, 
-weeofenot always enaUed to indulge in those serious- and salutaiy 
reflections, which it ought akme'to inspire ; the quidnt or ridicu^ 
louB effusions of the village schoolmaster, and the sextxm, those 
pvolific mortuary hmreatesy too often awaken an irresistible sintlc^ 
by commemorating the ravages of death. in some pieus pun or 
holf conmkhtmi i a perversion which well merits the interposition 
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of the ecdeoastical oflficer'vrkose power extends wer ^eKe reg^ii 
of the dead. I had not wandered &r, befofe a fre^ plain ^ab at« 
tracted my notice, and, by its inscription, informed me that it Was 
raised to the memoiy of captain Ckristensen, of Krajore in N«»K 
ways "^o fell by the bile of liis dog, i^en mad; the tAe wa« 
nmply, bot^ touchxngly, tdd, and drew from me the following 
fines : 

Ah! hti^ets itfanger! who, wiefaout a tear. 

Can this sad record of thy fate aurr^ ? 
No angry tempest laid thee breathless here, ^ 

Nor hostile sword, nor Nature's soft decay. 

•rtie fond cbiiipaittOft of thy pilgrhn feet. 

Who wtttch'd when thou would'tt 8k^t>, and ttoaa'd if miia'd, 
Uatil he found bta mastisr^B free so sweety 

Impressed with death die hand he oft had kiss'd. 

And here, remov'd from love's lamenting eye. 

Fay from thy native cat'ract's awful sound ; 
Far from thy dusky forest's pensive sigh, ' ' * 

Thy poor remains repcw on ahen ground. 
Yet Pity oft ahaU ait beside thy atono, . i t 

And sigh ^m tho' she moum'd a brother gone. > - t 

< S009 after we had qiiitted the lomb of the poor N0i!WOgiaii,.tke 
fp#U arrived, and at five o'clock a favouring breexe bore us fromr 
ike lesacping i^r^. Now, ;as J am one of those iinhiqpt>F being* 
wh9, Ul^e Gonaalo in tbe^ Tenq^cat, wo«kl at.aity time gtre roue. 
th«>uaand futloBgs of, sea for an* acoe of banasn ground ; .and. as: 
there may be many move who acnay find the. rocking of fcbe ocean* 
somewhat unfriendly to the regularity of appetite ; let me advisd 
them to lay in some anchovies^l^iaonay orangea^anda iiUde brandy :> 
and as we are upon the subject of travelling economy, let me.^alao 
recommend the pi^^king up of a pair of leather ^eeta and ti leather 
pillow-case, in addition to their linen ones ; the former will pre^ 
Tent the penetration of damp, and repel Termin. As we passed 
Qrfordness-caatle^ the sun was setdng.in great glory ; and serveral 
ships working to windward, and akemately crdsaing each otiier» 
presented the most gracefol figures: it was sMch a scene as the 
chaste spirit of Vemet might have hovered over with delight* 
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The next djif 9. we^saw the to^gfnasts of our brave blockaders off 
.fhe Texel^ It ws^ painliil to contemplate the effects of a dire ae<- 
cessity which forces us to harass a people, who m tbeir hearts 
.d^eidsh up animosity^ but against the tyranny which separates 
them from us. A noble frigate from the squadron passed us under 
A ci^ud of sail, '^ breasting the lofty sur^;" she proudly dashed 
through tlie foam of the ocean, and to the eye of Fancy looked 
like the , palace of Neptune. Her appearance reminded me of 
the nervous, spirited, and Chatham-like exclamation of a cele- 
brated wit, upon the same subject : " an English man-of-war is 
<' the thing after all : she speaks all languages ; is the best ne- 
^' gotiator, and the most profound politician, in this island ; she 
" was Oliver Cromwell's embassador ; she is one of the honestest 
** ministers of state that ever existed, and never tells a lie ; nor 
*^ will she suffer the proudest Frenchman, Dutchman, or Spaniard) 
" to bamboozle or give her a saucy answer." 

On the third day, a very singular object presented itself; it was 
Helogoland, a vast lofty perpendicular rock rising out of the ocean, 
and distant about forty-five miles from the nearest shore : it is only 
one mile in circumference, yet upon its bleak and bladeless top, 
no less than three thousand people live in health, prosperity, and 
happiness. The hardy inhabitants subsist principally by fishing 
and piloting, and are occasionally enriched by the destroying angel 
of the tempest, when the terrified observer, looking down upon the 
angry storm, might, in the moving language of the clown in the 
Winter^s Tale, exclaim, " Oh ! the most piteous cry of the poor 
" souls, sometimes to see 'cm and not to see 'em ; now the ship 
*^ boring the moon with her mainmast, and anon swallowed with 
** yest and froth." But to the honour of the brave Helogplanders^ 
they never augment the horrors of the enraged element. Humani- 
)ty and honourable interest impel them gallantly to face the storm, 
and^atcli the sinking mariner, and the sad remains of his float* 
ing. fortune, from the deep : they never suffer the love of gain to 
excke any other exclamation than that of thanks to God ; not that 
the storm has happened, but that the ocean has not swallowed up 
all the wreck from them. How unlike a body of barbarians who 
infest the wesi of England, and prefer plunder to the preservation 
of life, and who have been even known to destroy it, whilst strug- 
g^'g witfe the waves, for Hie ;8ftke of a ring or a bauble, and who 
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are accustomed in the spring of eveiy year to spclik of tfce laik 
wreck season as a good or a bad one, according to the Tioletfce of 
moderation of th6 preceding winter!* * 

The Helogolanders are a fine healthy race of people, 'remserkai- 
1)ly hity live in small huts, and sleep on shelves ranged one tbort 
another, and are governed by a chief who is deputed from the go^ 
Vernment of Denmark. They are obliged to victual their island 
from the shoref What a spot for contemplation, to view 

*' Tb' axnlntious ocean swell, and rage, and £o»m^ , ^ 

** To be exalted with the threat'ning clouds !" . . 

We entered the river of Husum about four o'clock in the morn* 
in g, in a stiff gale attended with rain. The clouds in the west were 
dark and squally, with here and there a streak of copper colour ; 
in the east the sun was gently breaking. Whilst I was contem- 
plating this picturesque appearance, and occasionally regarding 
the anxious eye and gesture of our Danish pilot, who by the idd of 
buoys and floating poles conducted us with admirable skill througti 
a narrow, and the only navigable, part of the river, which lies be- 
tween two long lofty sand-banks'; the effect of the scene was en- 
creased by an owl of yellow plumage, endeavouring to reach our 
ship : the poor bird we supposed had been blown off the coast ; his 
wing touched the extremity of the boom, but, exhausted with fa- 
tigue, he dropped breathless in the water. A sailor, who was look- 
ing over the sides, with a quaint imprecation of mercy, pitied the 
dying bird. 

The shore as we advanced looked low, flat, and muddy, sur- 
mounted here and there with a solitary farm-house arid wind-mill; 
but the river presented a scene of considerable gaiety. Boats piit 
off from the little islands which appear on either dde of the river^ 
filled with hardy men, women, and boys ; the ladies wore large 
black glazed pasteboard bonnets, glittering in the sun : they were 
all going to the great fair at Husum. We cast anchor about foctr 
miles from that town, whose tall spire appeared full in our view : 
a large boat filled with these good holiday folks came idong^idei 
and received us, baggage and all. As we proceeded up the river, 
which became narrower as we advanced, and which seemed more 

* I allude to the wreckers of Hope Cove, near Kinftbridfo. .. 
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like thin mud than water, through which we heavily moved by 
the assistance of punting poles, I waded through the tedium erf* 
the time by contemplating my companionsi most of whomi with 
mysdf^ were covered over below with the hatches to itvoid a heavy 
jshower of rain. They were all in their holiday dresses ; the. men 
in blue or brown druggets, and large round hats, and the wome^ 
in coarse striped camlet gowns, in which red was the ^evailing 
colour, witb those vast shining bonnets before described, and slip- 
pers with iiigh heels without any quarters : we were crowded to- 
gether almost to suffocation. Our company was more augmented 
^ban improved by pigs and poultry, and the various produce of the 
•£Eirm, amongst which I noticed some delicious butter. In the 
party was a fine blooming young Scotswoman, who had married 
4t Helogolander ; her expressive dark eyes flashed with delight, 
to find herself seated near an Englishman : in her look was legibly 
written the inextinguishable love of our country. 

Upon our landing, we were immediately addressed by a Danish 
centinel who was upon duty at the quay, and whose dress and ap- 
pearance were very shabby ; he dispatched one of his brother sol- 
diers with us to the burgomaster, to notify our arrival and pro- 
duce passpoits, thence to the secretary to procure others to pro- 
ceed. 

A little money here had the same virtue which it possesses in 
almost every other part of the globe, by producing unusual energy 
in these subordinate ministers of government, and enabled us to 
sit down to an early dinner at an English hotel, during which, I 
was a little surprised at hearing one of our fellow-passengers,, who 
was immediately proceeding to Hamburgh, frequently vociferate, 
** Is my waggon ready ? WJiat a country, thought I, must thia 
be^ where a wagg^ is required to convey a man, and one too 
,who was little bigger than his portmanteau! Observing my sur- 
prise, he informed me, that the carriage of the country was call^ 
a Stuhlwaggon; upon its driving up, I found that its body was 
very long and light, being formed of wicker work, and fixed to 
thin ribs of wood ; the bottom was half filled with hay, a cross 
seat or stool was £eistened by straps to the sides, and the whole 
mounted upon four high slender wheels ; it runs very lightly, and 
is admirably adapted to the heaviness of the roadst which are very 
deep and sandy. . ^ 

C 
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: Soon «rter Anher I strayed thmigk the fur, whteh Wm filldt 
iHtft pefttoitry from Tai^onsparts of Kolatein and Slotvig. ' The 
Women^ in thdr rude fiiieiyr reveined Uie Mnbition (St^ their Mt 
Patera on the other aide bftib« witter; they were atroAf^bucktsQ^Eir 
ed^o thctop of the oecky atid exhi^ted no traeea <^ tlie bosoms 
but, to aoften ^oe aererity of this rigid decorum in fronts ti»y pre^ 
cented such a (nrojeetbig lolunditx behind, tiiaty to ^e$ which had 
lieenQccttstoned to gaze upon the ^nametrjr of Engtish foir-<one% 
^ipeared trulf -greteaque, ^d^atfiakeoed many a amile* 

The dmrch, Which is large ^md ancient, was .upon thia occaa^ 
^^Barbbedof the sanctity of its chaniGier^ and in its fretted.aisle^ 
^booths were eveotM) ib which books and haberdMhery were exa- 
^oeed DO sde, and where I iMiad some coarse copies of cngiuving 
from some of the pictures «f WestaUf In aeveral places upqii 
tite contioent, I witneased) with no little degree of pride, a atiikiog 
l^redilecticm for the w<»>ks of thia diatinguished artiat.. Ahnoat 
«Tery article which was e^cposed for aale was called English, . al* 
though I am totisfted that many of them were never fashkmed bf 
English hands ; but the <:hftrm. of the n^me has an influence every 
where ; its sound is ausraedve, ond the very pedlar of the foir finds 
kl&account in ita forgery*. , . 

A custom-house officer waited upon us at the inn to inspect omr 
luggage) but Ae dexteraus introduction of a dollar iato hia han^ 
<onmced kim in a moment, irom tl|e mere physiognomy xif our 
tnmks, ^mt they oomained nothing contraband. Let him not be 
blamed ; for his penetration was admirably corrects 

Befope itfie river of Hwsum was cb^aked i^ wkh mud, the to\m 
airas « ^ate of considedr^>le commepcej It is. now iHincipally filled 
with^^esmen and fiMrmem ; and tlve removalof the packets ta 
this place from Tonningen- has cai-culated a consideralile. quantity 
i>f money amongst the inh^bitantsi It is rsjLh^r a large tavm^ 
Itmet^ees gix^w. before the ~iiouse% the roofs of which rui^,vei^ 
high, and present the appearance of steps; these vast ^cj| .aoe 
never used but as lumber-rooms, and have a very disagreeable 
effect. There is a palace with gardens belonging to the duke of 
Holstein ; but they are unworthy of fuither notice. 

The gaiety of the day terminated with great sobriety. There 
Hrere-maay light hearts, but I believe not one achiitg head. lo 
the evening, a crazy violin and drum allured me into a public roomt 



In wUeh the merry peasants were dandng wakzes. HeKT<ens£ 
whsit marements ! A Frenchman^ who reselTes eveiy tking inta 
operatk effect^ would have fi^ each pardcolar hur stand ersc^ 
had he conten^kted the heavy sdemmtf of the peHbtnevs.' The 
females looked like so many tubs turning roimd, and ^eir gallant 
partners never moved their i»pes from thdr moutto. 

Upon quitting this scene of phlegmatic festivity^ I strcdled ta 
the quay^ where the skippns were Uiodiog Ibe camase* which a. 
line sprightly powes^ul fellow^ an Ebgliih sailor^ wkh seanctt 
fliiy assistance fhmi the smoUng crowd who hxA asseoshled'ta 
tlew it) put together in Httte more than an hour. The dertneaa 
and activity of Uie British tar afibrded & atrydog contrast to tb» 
dugjg^iahness of tiie Dani^ seamen whe mmwiided hinu As nam 
^ the carriage readied the nm, we protended t» the post^mmoi 
and ordered four horses^ being one more than we were compeHable 
iS6 take by the Danish post-law, but no more than the wdight to be. 
itawn and the depth of the roads rendered necesMiry. TIk poalr 
was to Flensborg, distant five Danish or tWenty-five £ngli^ miies^ 
libd for i^ch we paid dght doUarS) one mairc. Of the cdn and 
post regulations I shall apeak in the next chapter. . f 

Thus haying prepared every thing for our departure the next 
morning, we returned to the inn ; where in one ef the fironUmiina 
4e had not been seated long, before a pretty pide «id mteiMtmg^ 
git9, whose age could not have exceeded thirteent ^Miered with.c 
trembling step^ and presented one of the gentlemen present with 
a note-«-*^e contents of it unfolded such a secret as must have* 
shoc^ked the soul of the most d^rav^dHb^rttne*^ was written by 
tier mother. We detained her miserable and devoted child until 
we had rdsed a little suhscripticm for her, and lUamissed her with 
an invt^untary exclamation of Abhorrence against the pai*estf ^ 
y In the first step which an Englishtoali makes out of. his own, 
ftountry, he is sure to meet with something to satisfy him that h^ 
cannot find a better. 
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CHAP. II. 



iPlTLL MATTERS VECESSART TO BE KNOWN — THE VILLAGE WONDEIK 

— MUSICAL H^OSTILLIONS— SNAPS — ^T ARM-HOUSES AND INN — THK 

POST Dei.tYKtlED«^A C01»»7&l.CY*^B0&T0v'8 DOCAAB-^TBE LITV 

• Tf#B 9EI»T>— VfLLAOB BRrBB«^TBS OBBAT BBLT— ^OAfiOE»— B^Br 

^ nOLPIl's NOSE* • 

There U scaarcely a duller thing which an ardeat traveller or 
reader can encoiintery than -fchf-little detaU of mcmey nMtters which 
occur on the road ; asd I shall therefore, with all due dispatch^ 
dispose of it upon the presoit occasion. 

In Sletvig and Hohteki, the only Danbh money received is 
the Danish specie dollar, and the notes of the banks of Slesvig and 
Holstein, as also those of the hank of Norway* The specie doUaar 
contains sixty skillings, or so numy Englbh p^ice, of the cur* 
rency of Slesvig and Holstetn, and at par is equal to five shillings 
English. The rix dolkr of the currency of Slesyig and Holsteia 
contains only forty-eight skiltings ; of course four specie doliara 
are equal to five riz dinars current money. The money is divided 
into ^dllings, maiira, and dollars ;' 

16 s^lingamake 1 mark. 

3 marks . 1 rix doL Slesvig and Holstein cur, 
3 marks 12 sl^l. 1. specie dollar. 
It will be advisable not to take up more money than will be suf* 
ficient to last as ^ as the island of Fynen or Funen ; as the only 
money there received, and so on to the capital, is the currency of 
Denmark Proper. It will be most convenient to take rix dcdlar 
notes instead of coim It may be as well here to state the post re*- 
gidations. If the number of travellers exc6|^s three, they are 
compellable to take four horses. 

In Holstein and Slesvig, as &r as Hadersleb, a horse is twenty 
skillings of that currency, per mile Danish, which is equal to five 
miles English ; the other charges are per station or post: thus, 

4 skillings Slesvig cur. for shrivepenge. 

4 ditto for fetching horaes from the field* 
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4 skillings Slesvig cur. to the ostler. ' ' i ' 

4 ditto to postillioiil ' 

It is usual, howcFer, to encrease this latter *eharge to one rix-dol«- 
Jar per station. With resided to this chat^a'two dl^Yerfi are only 
considered as one. 

- Having procured all this essential iBformaUoOy the carriage iqp- 
peared at the door, surrounded by a crcrvrd of gaping peasants^ 
who ^^tztd upon k ai^ if they expected to^see ua meiint in die air 
'Withilr. A» «ooti' as #e hlid paMscd «tie'town*|fate^ "vtv' instantly 
dropped into a deep sand, Uirough whith we ploughed biit way 
at Ihe rate of two miles and an half in an hour, and beheld oa each 
aide of us iKything but a dreary waste* Had^not the dieferin^^ 
hextm of the sun re^*i»bed and supportedusail tiM^wayy we must 
Jmvt suffered {»*etty' scverdy under the pneasuffrof a distemper 
which foreigners confine, and very justly, to Englislmyen. Oolr 
driver was moimted on the near shaibiiorse,' drove four-in-hand 
in r<qye harness, and eanied, more fbrahow than service^ a^pifo^ 
^giou^kmg lash wh^. He waa'dresaed in^ scarlet^ with yeikyw 
facings, and wore a bras» plate on has hat, on whieh was stamped 
**:Chrht» f .** From a string, which was sispeBdvcl 0ver his right 
shoulder, depended his french-^hom, somewhat battered by longexv 
cn^se^ which he appfied to his mouth with the mostfriHghti^l'bon* 
sequences whmiever we met a traveUer, aaid with which, \ivheni- 
ever we ascended a hill, he never failed to serenade oor ears amd 
those of his cattle, who, deafened by long use, or having no taste 
for the concord of sweet sounds, seldom turned their auricular 
organs towards this hoarse croaking tnbe. Thus did vre move in 
lill the majesty of a memi^etie updn the point of entering a town 
<m a ^r-<^yi ' 

- Two or three times hi the course of each post, our driver beg- 
ged to have a little snap mendy. Snaps is one of the earilest and 
most frequent words wh^ a traveller will pick up in Denmark. 
In ];>l^n Ei^i^h it signifies a rdfreshing glass of spirits.' Wt 
always found our account in granting this request. 

. The Danish driver is merciful to his horses. ITo equalize their 
labour, in the eourse of the stadon, he changes: the situation of 
each of ihtgnik A v^msical flblk^ of ^Is condition amused iSs 
not a little, by every now and then pee^ung mto die carriage, or 
as he .called it the imtj^oi^ to see diat we and the luggage were 
all safe ; these men, whenever they stop to refresh themselves^ 
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fccd their hoi-ses with ta»gc dicw ©f ^^rltf ht^nAk Wc pMaed 
som^ neat fitrm-houses, JmnU^ th^ 'bam with two kige fidding^ 
<taira^ th« oenUet theoOe^ belonging to ithft^ivm on one «UI«« 
aM^hetJ&r»^h0PM on th^ other ; the whole; «pn^ itgmaid fiooTi 
and under one roc^ ^ < 

»< Af> vt i^ronched FlonA^ili:) the ootmtrf becamo more agtce^ 
Mcf Mid we obfenwd aIm )WX)nderM aetivity.wkh which Momm 
waa erery whero eserting^ heraeUt in a cUkMte wbteh ao vuaelr 
emifinea hor to time i it w«i th«n tb|^ SOth <rf Majr; a»d thv 
faomid had been csQvered iitfith bqow only lluree we^» befone# a»4 
«emc hkter winda verf aentibly idfiMdied iia that wimer bad imto 
aajret retmotedivery &r.. . .^ 

At a Tery eleata ittn^ where we dinedr "wv fawid 40]M» exoottottl 
red dried beei^ sweet butter, good bread» bidted like EngHah tofpn 
and bottoms, and miserable vin du ftdyt. In our dining-room 
the best china and glass {umblcrs made a gala show upon the 
tester of the bed, which gave a double capacity to the rpom. I 
was highly pleased to obaarfe, that whilst the po0lillion ti^ok rery 
good care of Imnsel^ he did no! aef^lec* his horaaa* 

At eight in the evening we reached Flensbor^, harving^tuxom- 
pUshed twenty-fire English miles in nine hiAirs ; a tedious tinae^ 
sufBcimit to make any traveller peevish whohsd becnaccustomed 
to the velocity of an Englbh mail. It was solely owing to the 
great* depth of the roads; Ibr upon b^er groutkU our horses 
^ weretiot hollow paaapered jades of Asia) whk^ camiot go but 
thirty miles a day." 

> As soon as we had entered the in% our driver presented ^ 
with a sm^ printed paper, that directed the tmveHer to slate 
his opinion of the conduct of the former, which is afterwsotle 
shbmitied to the postmaster; and, by an orditiance of govern* 
meot^' if «iiy cause of complaint arisen the postilfian is puolfth- 
i|ble. *^ 

Uponil tmveller's readiing the end of a Danish post, it wM- 
beludky for him if he does not find his patience put to a ttMf 
by havh% to wait' io general an hour &r horses to forward him, 
which, at the time of his arrival, are nibMing^ the blade in some^ 
distant fidd. (Hr ien was the poM-house, which everTs where af^* 
ftcds the best aecomthodations. »* 

FienabOTg is a )ai%e commercial town, very neat and pleasafit*' 
]y situated. It is well supplied with excellent water from foun- 
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MRfitkifr of s^"^ btMiH. of iron. Tht ^«Nr from t}i« €psky\ ^tM 
nwti mAfthe c^yposite village, is very beautiful ; the llatj(aa{;« 
^us bit* ift German^ and the religion of the tomtty througlieut k 
iiUthen^i The* ^qt^Hh chariot iiraft«iill the 6bj«cl of aimira^ 
lioh f smiths 4hMiged^e yard toexamitie the tpiwiga^ and img^ 
goD^buiklers to contemplate ^he wheels md bodf.^ TlM p»tciil 
lM»e^of the fbrtiler enceited uncommon astotiiahmettt. At the 
itomer of the yard^ ^ hist beams of the* setting sun divtnr m 
sgffeliatile ^nt x^fon a variety of interestiiig fiiceS) all wahaigtfe^ 
intelligence»«*4he Mend, the lover^-^d ffte merchant $ for tb« 
posttoan^ad jtt8lariived> ^le 



-Meiseng^ of grief 



'«, -, 



Perhapf to thousandsi and of joy ta some ; 
To him indifferent whether grief or joy. 
flouses in ashes, or the fall ot stocks, 
Bhthi, d^ths; And nisrriagM, epistle wet 
With tM»9» that trfcklbddewa the vrrHerU chc<dtt» 
•^e^i$ta»lheferiDdaftoaLiiisdiientqail^ /,, 
Or phati^d w^ fR^'^Otts $igfa9 of u^afat s^ain v , 
Or nymphs responaive« equally affect 
Hi$ horse 'and nlmi unconscious of tliem all. 



-Wten I htid Retired to my chMAber, the cofiitant daahaag of 
tile fountain in Ih^ coUrt-yecTd, the flre^u^tr crowing dT « tktle 
iioarse bantam 60ck) two cats making violent love, and a party of 
forag^tg Beas, united ^^eir powers . most, stcceaafti^ to kee^ 
^tifed nature's sweet restorer^ from my fid^lhe greater part of 
tk» ni^t.' it the morDing> lit five Vdook^ we^eotered Uio great 
to9d to Copenhagen IH>m the city of Sitsvig, snd proceedied 
idmg the shoto of the SaltiC} through a sandy ^md drtary coun» 
try ; our progress was fiow encreased to five English miles ail 
bour. We found the population very t^n, the land but little anh 
dvaled, bmIA tbe solitary cc^eage, which appeared to cot^r tnore 
ttiaery^tiluaiiiidustisr} had Purely a littk garden by the «&de of iti 
Tlie wly vegetables wl^h we met with wevt simU stinted •axpti^ 
fi^pus sunt parttiips, both ^ which the good people here boil kk 
tiieir soup. The few houses which we saw on theroadiide weve^ 
iMg^evei^ aeeitly buUti with a light. brown brick) $»i tbtilelieli. 
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The steeideand'thefboidy of th«^ttrch yn^e every Jv<rlKt*edi«kfet 
ktna each other f whence their s^iffation arose.ia Penmark cagt 
be jio more accou)»te4 foTf I should suppoae, than their conjimc? 
lion in England. • > . 

. Upon strolling into one of the church^jrardsy I remarked that 
their oftonumenta were ptincipally composed of « fricme .of an ob!T 
long square, dii^ided by cross pieces of wood painted . l:4ack> aa4 
the spaces betw^enr filled with stones. .» 

1 The country allput, Abem^aac, a unail fishuig towxi, .whece we 
changed horses, was; very pretty, uid much rosat^bled tiiiat beaur 
ti&l slope of wood in liord Borringdon's park at Salti^amf whifihr 
parts the high road^lo Plymouth. The country from Abenraa^ 
to Hardersleb is hilly, woody, fertile, and To^nantic. The cattle 
were every where tethered, or £utened by a cord, to a circle of 
pasture. • , . . 

At Hadersleb, whilst tlinner was preparing, we went to the 
bank, to exchange our Holstein ai^d Slesvig. money for the cur- 
rency of Denmark. Proper, previous to our embarking forth^ 
island of Fun^fi. Here the exchai^, ;which.is governed by that 
of Hamburg, is always in favour of l^tc traveller going to» Copen- 
hagen. For one hundred and thirtjr-five rix dollars Slesvig we 
procured one hundred and fifty-six curr^it dollars and $ix akilr 
lings, which was at a premium of seventeen pounds per c^it.i|i 
our &voar. Upen^Mirsh^wingtiie banker one of the new doUar^ 
from Bolton's mint, he appeared to be nn^h gradfied with iff 
beauty^ and begged that we would permit him to exchange it i a 
little fiEiyour which w^ gladly granted hj|n.. 

On our return, we found a good dinner, in a long room, panted 
of a leaden bluecolour, having the floor well sanded, three little 
wmdows decorated with festoons of muslin, an old-fashioned 
chandelier threatening peril to those ~who passed under at, and 
two at)cient portrsdts of a king and queen of Denmark, who looked 
very smirkikigly upon each other. 

I must not omit to introducethe reader to the kitchen, in whicfc^ 
in Denmark as wdl as in Germany, the fire^^lace is raised about 
two feet a^d a half high from die floor, and very much resembles 
that of a blacksmith's fcH*ge ; the meat is baked^ or, as they call 
it, 'roasted, in a sort of cheese-toaster, and ha^ng undiorgone tte 
previous operation of three parts boiling ; such isa Ds^i^ um. 
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ne^rndferin tlOt eoimtry mM do «#U t^\«w6ll» bk nvper 
aold3rtolirBad| Intfter, andcgft* Tl»e wJAf ^viry jrkereas vcrr 
posr, and the beer 4lidtefU|ibk> l 

The peasantiy i^pear to be clean «o4 hl^^. U^m plc^M^qg 
to iee» early in the momiiig^ aa. wo UfrvelMi >gnHi9B of jMuuif 
Billkmat iii s ^rtiote c)ieek%|^ed mth Ao Mow ^ ^b^akb^ ba^anp. 
lngthdrpttiUwihgn»t4eKteriisrf, a«4 kiMtting apd si^i^gaf 
tbejrweot. 

As we ctnM $a«e aevcral tedioiia.miiearl^ C99#su»g the ^fJtiic 
JMt at its broadest part, we proceeded to AversMpd instep qt 
Siio^oi^ where we fogbd the «0untry very Mndulaftk^ a^d beau- 
tiful) but the roads rather heavy. Nodiing can be prettier than 
Hke situation i^ the po8t4iou8e, witb 4ta gaifdant alopiDg |o the 
water, to which a brig;ht/iu]if .iKaliUcUy niMrUDg out t|ie little island 
of Arroe to the south, and the greater one of Funen in frontf 4i9r 
tent about dgl^ English miles, added new charms. Tl^ boatmen, 
with uncommon dexterity, iaaboiail teo mnutes hmsted, by means 
^taddea, our carriage entire and luggagt^'into an c^n boat, «nd 
having a &ir breeae» we ^^ossed tkit IMtit Qelt ia about an hour 
and a half, and landed at Aasem. 

A stranger cannot but be a uffuised ta see a Imgdom so com* 
posed of ishoids. The pmvimae which we had j^st left, notvnth« 
Mending the desolttte appeasance of. some parts c^it from the main 
ttiad, is, on account of the iadep o d cn t jpirit.of its peasantry, tb^ 
n^oit vahaabte of the erewA Af Dcsunarfc. 

^ •• • ..Bia 

Thepaaaigefeoi»^vea«ivd^9irr^gr^ - ^ ^ ^ 
Ti>AaBietants«ettingtbeiatlei:Jl|Uaj^ebo^ 12 

At Assena we, fat the fir^ tiinsy experienced the cban|^ of a 
large fi3sCfaer*bed» inslead :<^ a blaf>ket an4 aheet To an ui^ 
travdledEnglijAaian nothing can be more atngular. In tfie morn- 
ing, As^beborsas^^orepttt/i^gto, a singuhir procession passed 
us. A young woman in gala, whose hair was stiffened almost to 
the consistency of stucco with powder and pomatum, on which 
was raised a high ci^ <^ lace, decorated with a profusion of arti- 
•ciid fiowersy lod with a large nosegay of spring and artificial 
flowers in her bpsom, a^d abook in her hand, and turning in her 

D 
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toes most abbminablf) passed in the most stately' mutter up the 
street, preceded by three girls in mob caps, decorated with little 
bits of silver and gold lace, and in red jaickets, each with a book 
in her hand, and followed by two old women, holding books also. 
The Mr heroine o^ this singular group moved to me as shQ pass- 
ed. She was proceeding to the church, where her bridegroom 
was counting the lagging moments of her absence. The old and 
the young peeped out of the doors and windows as they passed* 
Heavens keep me from asy thing like pomp or publicity on. the 
marriage day ! . . , ^ 

^ In this island, as I have before intimated, ^e coin is provindalf 
thus: • 

16 skillings make 1 mark. 

6 marks I rixKlollar Dsoiish currency. * r 

And one skilling of Holstein and Slesvig is etpial to two of the 
currency of Denmark Proper. , ' 

The post regulation as imder : 

1 horse per Danish mile 2 marks Damsh currency. 

For fetching horses per pair 6 skilljngs Danish. 

To the ostler 4 ditto. 

At Odensee, which is a large respectable town, an episcopal 
see, the richest in Denmark next to that of Copenhagen, and the 
capital of the island, we dined ; there was nothing singular in our 
repast, but that the first dish was manna lN>up. 

There is a public school here, \^ere a small number of boys 
are educated and maintained gratuitously, and a gymnasium for 
students of sixteen years of age. The cathedral is an ancient 
pile of brick, and ii^ remarkaUe for nothing raore than contaimng 
the tombs of John and the sanguinary Christian II, who seized 
upon the crown of Sweden by the right of oHiquest, and, in a 
cold-blooded massacre, put six hundred of the flower of her 
nobility to the sword. That scene of islaughter is exquisitely dis* 
played in the beautiful tragedy of Gustavus Vasa, published, in 
1738, by Henry Brooke, esq. and with which I am sure my reader 
will be delighted^ 

Think upon Stockh<^ 
When Cnstfiern seiz'd upon the hour of peace» 
And drench'^ the hospitable floor with blood ; 
Then fell the flow*r of Sweden^ mighty names ! 



A m>RTHEItN SUMMER. 19 

H«r hoary senitorti aad gasping pvbiota. 
The tyrant apc^y ajid.hia licentious b^nd 
Of blood-train'd ministry were loos'd to ruin. 
Invention wanton'd in the toil of infants 
Stabb'd to the breast, or reeking on the points 
Of sportive javelins.— ^Husbands, softs, and siresy 
With dyhig ears drank in the loud despair 
Of shriekii^ chastity. 

The thatch of the cottage in thia island) and in most parts of 
the north) is bristled at tfa& top with cross braces of wood, to keep 
it together) and has a Tery infisrior i^pgiearanoe to the warm coin«> 
pact neatness of the English thatch. JThe road from hence to 
Nioborg is good» partly paved) and the country on all sides very 
picturesque. The lambS) in the fiocks which w^ passed, had one 
foot &stened to the body by a piece of strings A custom so.painr 
ful to the luckless objects was intended to fix then^ more closelx 
to their dams, and) by abbreviating their exerciser to fatten them* 

I was much surprised at not seeing) either in Denmark or any 
other part of Urn Wtth that I visited^ a single member of a very 
ancient fiimily) the most useful^ the most ill-treated and depised 
of any that moves upon all«fours— an a^s. 
. About nine o'clock in the evenihg.wcf aitived at Nioborg) which 
is a small but handsipme fi^llfied tow% containing about kiine hun- 
dreid inhabitants) and determined^ as the wind was &ir) to. cross 
the Great Belt that night. We were there obliged to shew our 
passports ; the captain of the passage-boat) on account of the late- 
ness of the hour) threw many difficulties in the way of pur deter- 
mination) which) however) the tender looks and eloquence of a 
French girl at the inU) aided by a little bribery on our part) effec- 
tually removed. Here the wheels of the carriage were. obliged 
to be taken off) and after a delightful s^l of about two hours and 
an half) we effected our passage) which is twenty English mile$> 
and landed at Corsoer, in the metropolitan island of Zealand. 

As 1 passed over this mighty space of water) I could not help 
reflecting with astonishment) that in the month of February, 1 658^ 
it formed a bridge of ice for the hardy troops of the warlike and 
ambitious Charles X) whO) contrary to the advice of his council 
of war, marched over it to give battle to the Danes. During this 
tremendous passage, a part of the ice gave way, and a whole squa- 
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dron of the guards were immolated, ifot <»ie of whom were sayed, 
an order having been given that no one should attempt to assist 
his neighbour in such an etnergencf , upon pain of death. After 
passing the Little Belt in the same way, Charles Gu^tavus Adol- 
phus obliged the Panes to make the peace of Roschild. This en- 
terprise may be ranked amongst th^ mtost mftrvelkras achieve- 
ments, and a recurrence to it will furnish atifple means of occu- 
pati<m to the mind of ihc traveller during hia passage ovor these 
portions of the 4ea. 

It was midAight ' by the time #e ([cMtA the vessel ; the iHnd 
Vas very ^sh, and the moon occasionally ^rting in foil efihl* 
'gtnce fbom a taasft of bltek cloudy fflundHed (he front cf an an- 
cient castle ofttttfe strength, near the quay, Which is the occasional 
residence of the Crown prined. Updti the rainparts the doAhei 
centind kept his solitary w^ch ; it was a^ nipphtg andean eager 
air ;** knd the scene, more thantm^ other which I sawiU'DeBmarkf 
fmptie^sed the Imagination with die dmilitude t>f that "' 

«« in whic^ the mi^efty^f iuiyd iWiMittk ^ 
*■ << Did sooiethllM nisit V* . 

The good p^ot>le at the post-'house wdre in bed i buti^after m^ny 
m tap at ^ ddori it was at last <4>ened b$ a figure^ who jhoi^ cmn- 
tdetely QOtreipMided with the bard'a descciptipn id Ba]4<^ll^ 
With ^ak^iea^ we might have 65cclaimi5d, . 

^< Thou sH an adniitiJ i thpu beai^st thy lADtem 
** In diy poop — but His ifi Uic nose of thoe— - 
'*' Thou art the knight of tiie burning lamp." 

As the nijght was very sharp, we nuide our way to the kitchen, 
to catch a little warmth from its expiring ember^ ; but herie ikt 
'found we ^ere distressing the coyness bf ai comely young cook, 
who had just quitted tier bed'to prepare sdmethini^ for our sup^r, 
and who was very uneasy until wd had left her territory. After a 
comfortable repast, fiardolph Bghted us to becl. 
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CHAP. III. 

OAiriSH CHARACTEl^— CIN-^ZEALAND-^TOrNPIKS-GATK— Mil* STOSBt 

— iNTSLttceircK or woiiEir — rttt. Tomi or jtLtAKA icAiiiA*^airs- 

* VAHD tKTRlOClllb WITH HIS WH^E—HAfcOAatt 6P VOLl>S«tAR— ^ttE 
KOVRMXMO lC0THXX-*^9rarHAAR]l-^A PAltltK Dl^innt*— TOMR OF 
THE HEROES OF THE 3d OF APRIL) IdOl-^THE BATTLE OF THAT 

. DAY-t-LO^D KELIOH — THE REAVE YOUHC WELMOBS. 

It is wixcetf noceisary fin! me to obaenre tint tile goieniiiit&t 
of DtfimtriK is despotic. The Dan^ b m good ncdiiredy laborifms 
bhttracteri be is fond erf sintit^, tmfe it rftt^jr IntOKkslecl ) these- 
verky cf the cliniate natundizes the aill«dtm«itt Md hi^depoK*' 
fneattnUio indnlgeoce of it is inoffesMve.- 

At brei&iMtt at.Corsoeri a respectable Dtfie entered the room ; 
the lafidladft a vaslt unwieldy good-humoured creature in bootsy 
^tbout saying a word, opetiedhercupboaitlt and taking down a 
bottle of gill) presented her gUest with H large wine-glasafulli 
which he dr^nk off, as if it had bdem so much cOc^-milk| and 
iminedtately retired. 

The island of Zealand is si&d to be very luxuriant^ and abound^ 
ing with picturesque Aceiiefy ; its shores ani lined with pretty 
townst noble chatibaus^ and txtenaivb and well-w<)oded domains ) 
but upon the high road we did kiot observer imtil our n^ar a(iproach 
lotkecapitali'any indicattdlibf such tfxi&erailce and beauty ; aK 
though it was at this time the third of June^ th^ gaoseberries and 
•urrants were but just formed into berries. 

.Upon. our first ^st in this islai^dy vemetwilh^ fbrtfae.first 
time in Denmark^ a tumpike^gate^ which w»& erected at the 
end of every Danbh mile. As the CQada.were toteraUy goodi 
the impost was unobjecdonable) which foF a.carrilige flt)d four 
hogiea b sijt skilKngH Danish currency. Thb tdUtncoasequjO^ 
of a recent ordinance^ b paid before the traveller acta off> to the 
poet-masteri which saves the inconveidence of stbpping^ The 
tQrBpike«f;ate»like aR tiiebarrbr gates of the north) b simply coo* 
atru c t ed of a kmg pole or bar^ "v^ch turns upon a pivot, frstencd 
HI a stcong post, about four feet lug^ placed oti one side of the 
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road : the tnd of this pole is charged at the end with a preponde- 
rating weight of stone, or f>locks of wood, so that when the post- 
master slackens the string or slight chain which attaches it hori- 
zontally to a post on the other side of the road, the bar nses suf- 
ficiently high to let a carriage pass under. 

Themile stones here, the first which we saw in the country, are 
formed of granite in the shape of a handsome obelisk, and enu- 
merate the miles and half miles, and bear the names of Christian 
Und sometimes of Fred. V. In our route we saiw sei^eral storks, 
who shewed no other symptoms of alarm when We approached 
them, than awkwardly moving from us upon their red, tall, lean 
legs, upon whkh the body seemed mounted, as upon stilts. The 
country from Slagelse to Ringsted was very picturesque. The 
most ancient church in Denmu'k is in this town ; it is built of 
brick, with two low towe^: there are some royal tcAnbs here, 
very ancient, which are principally filled with the ashes of the 
descendants of Sweyn II, and are level with the pavement^ 
We passed many forests of fine beech and oak, foatheiing the 
shorest>f several extensive and beautiful lakes. As we approadied 
the capital we were a littie surprised' to find every thing become 
cheaper, and the horses and drivers leaner and shinier. 

I mu&t not omit to state, for the honour of the female sex, that, 
however we were at a loss to explain ourselves on account of our 
ignorance of the Danish language, and ha^ exhausted our stock of 
gestures upon the men in vain, wtf always found that the w^men 
comprehended us with one*thhidx>f our pantominiicacdon; and 
to the end of my days I shall gratefully and experimentally ccm^^ 
tend for the superior quickness of female comprehension. 

We arrived on a Sunday at Roskild, which) according to 
Holberg, was formerty a city of many parishes, and comsihed 
within its walls twenty-seven churches, and an equal number of 
convents, though now a place of very Htile import. We went to 
the cathedral, a heavy pile of brick covered with copper, with two 
spires, the most ancient part of which was erected under the aus- 
pices of Harold, the grandfather of Canute the Gneat, king of 
England and Denmark. The inside of this building owes its gran- 
deur to its size : the ceiling is stained with little sprigs effbwers 
in a vile taste, and are. whofly unenriched by those exquisite 
interiadngs in the roof that form the principal beauty of Gothic 
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architecture) the rudimeDts of which nature first^iminirted to our 
early forefathers^ by: placing before their imitative' eyes the grace- 
ful inteisections of a simple bower : the organ is upon an imm«i«e 
scale, and the tone v^ry fine : the ntQip9 are moved hy the fiset pf 
^e <^g2inist. In a large octagon chapel, divided &om the body of 
the cathedral by an iron grate, so finely wrought, tl^t at a distance 
it resembles black gause* and in a subterranean vi^jlt, repose the 
remans of the royal fiumily of Denmark, in several , raised stone 
colons, .which arie covered with black velvet palls, exiAroidered 
with small crowns fd gold,, falling in full drapery upon the floors 
It is foreign to my 'purpose to enumerate them all. The most 
superb tomb is that of JuUsoia Maria, whose sanguinary conduct 
towards the hapless Queen Matilda and the unfortunate counts 
Struensee and Brandt excited so miuch sensation some years since. 
As I gazed upon this gitoomy depository of unrelenting jealouajr 
and ambition, imagination raised the bleeding shades of those de- 
voted men, consigned from the pinnacle of power and royal fevmif 
to the dungeon and the sca&ld. Alas ! the qommpn tyrant, in no 
wide lapse of time, has closed the eyes of the ruthless destroyer 
and her victims. ^ 

. I must not omit the tomb of that wonderful woman Margaret of 
Voldemar, or^ as she was styled, with a derision which she weU 
revenged, the king in fiettkoai^. She flouiished in the 13th cen« 
tury, and bore upon her brow the crowns of Denmark, Sweden^ 
and Norway. The northern Semiramis waa destined to astonish 
the world by her marvellous exploits, and her very entrance into it 
was rendered somewhat extraordinary on account of her being the 
legitimate daughter of her jTather and mother. The former be* 
coming disgusted with her mother, confined her in a castle, and 
idxHit the same time fell violently . in love with one of her damee 
ifAonneurj and was a suitor for her favours ; the good-humoured 
girl affected to consent, but imparted the assignation to the un- 
hs^py queen, was instrumental in conveying her in disguise to the 
^^c^ and Margaret was the fruit of this singular intrigue. 

We were much gratified by seeing in one of the chapels the 
rich imd beautiful mauscdeums of Frederick II and Christian III. 
They Were designed and made in Italy, at an immense cost, by the 
drder of Christian IV. The soverdgns are represented in recum- 
bent postures>. the sise df life, under a stone canopy, supported by 
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C<iriiitht«b pilliM ; the basso relievos winch adorn tlie tomb of 
Ffederic II are eicquisite piecies of scis^plure. Here are also m^ 
terttd mdstty dhrtinguished heroes, who baive raised the glorj oi 
the^ exMnttf^ and Mve in the page of histonr. 

The beantiftd Ideas of Addison came into mj mind---^ Whc» 
^ I see kliigs lying by those who deposed them f when I consider 
^ fital wifs placbd side by side, or the holy men that divided th^ 
*^ woHd wkh their Contests and dbpoteSy I reflect with sorrow and 
^ tetoni^ment on the little competitions and debates of maakind«i 
<< When li^ead ^ several 4ates of thetombs) of some Oiat Aed 
^ yett^rday, «id some six hundred years ago, I oonsideir that 
^ great day when we shidl all of us be totemporsries, and make 
^ oikr appeiffance together/* 

As we crossed ^e church-yavd, to return tothe inn, we were 
stopped by the appearance of an interesthig young woman, who^ 
with much grief in her countenance, was scattering slips of like 
and haif4ii6wn tufips and fine sand from a little basket which she 
hfM in her hand, upon afresh grave, which, from its size, and 
fitmk her looks, I conjectul^ to be that of her infant child. It 
was the custom of the country, and an affecting one it was. 

We met with nothing to denote our approach to the ci^ital tili 
we reached Frederidkaberg, one of the king's country palaces, 
about two English miles from Copenhi^en. The ajqiearance oi 
much bustle, and lounging lacqueys in scarlet and silver, an^ 
noo nce d that the court was here. As we rolled down from the 
faeautSftd eminence, upon the open summit of which the palace 
stands, the city, crowned by its patacein ruins, the Sound, and 
tfie surrounding country, presented a delightful prospect. Thtf 
rood was crowded with people in their Sunday dresses and merry 
feces, hurrying to pass the evening in the gardens^ t^rederi^u* 
berg, whidi, with the permission of his majesty, is the&vour* 
Iteresort of the people. We were detained a few miniues at 
the custom-house, a^oining die first draw-bridge, over'wMdi 
and an inner one we passed to ^e gates of the capital, which wo 
entered, dirough a long arch, forming part of the ramparts. 

As we approached LT^>el's hotel, to which 'we were recimi* 
mended, we passed by the walk of the royal palace, which bore 
ample and afflicting testimony to the colossal size and magnifi> 
cehce which must have formerly distingnislied it, befiMre it fUt 



a yiotloi: t^fltui - flfMne^ in. 1794.. . Upon <mr vkitiag t|his gfj^ijdid 
piles afi^i* 4im$r9 wetfo^pd) by an iosK^^ption renxauwg un^Q^ 
^bped) Jthat Uow;a» r^ised^by CliristiaiitVI» .out of his owu prhrate^ 
purse, without pmchii|grl|is subject^ aad costM&jmllMmft of dol-; 
IsmjK it stands^ in •«. islMid, foroicd by a <:9f(^ and has sefe^al 
gal^; tibe pi«iic^p«l.i«f>ti»ac« J^ of wixHtghtacQiif and hfo aiu>bk. 
ejS^ts .Ibe^&ont hai» tw«)U7-£fe iM^curinouf^ i^adoiars ia a line, apd ,. 
is, comupaed of six stories^ tbcee of which are . vpon a large».4aid, 
tbe^iirenu^inieg .t)ire^ v^n. a Atimll-jiQale* Ti»is ,firoot ia tbvee 
bopdfedio^ suUf-^veu feet long,: the sides three, hupdr^ apd^ 
e^hty-nipey and. the ejie^tioo ^oe huAfired m^ fourteen. All the, 
gl$aiid s^^^n^n^of state were;upoh |Lhe fourth, Mory; the court 
is surrounded with two wings of piazza, twelve feet deep^ and on > 
e^^ sid«^ ^*Q^t^e& for :saddle and carriage horsey which are 
ajpj^^ :;|hesQ h^ve escaped, the, fury of the cQp0agratk>% wd are 
truly magnificent. The racks of that which holds forty-eight . 
iM^^es ai^ of copper, and the pillars which separate the flails are 
of jM*ick. stuccoed. In another we observed the racks^and q^lunin^ 
Mrere of Norwegian marble,; the floor of the stalls is of. $to{ie» ^nd 
the bri^th of, each is six feet. The. court is three hujodred and^ 
nipp^y feet long, and. three hunidred 9^4 focty in i,ts ^re^it^ 
l^l^eadtb > thepila^tres are of Uie composite order, and the columns. 
Xpnicf there are also two lateral couits, which are si^irrounded 
wjytji buildings of two hundred and forty-five feet by que hundred 
^pdsix. The stablje.to the left is divided by the riding^hou^^^ 
yh^ch is one hui\drfd and^seventy-six^ieet by, fifty-sixf and lighted 
byr ^fteen cross-bfur win^oivs, with, a gallery for the royal family, 
^o4*^>ect^torst ai^d ha^. altogetlier a xery grand appearance. Herq 
4U J^ bi^nchps of tjie royal family were formerly iodgetj. So. 
];^pid is^ the fufy of the popflag^tigiP, and such the panic wbicl> 
U im^iredt t^t but,Uu)e of the tr^ure of it^ pictures, ^niture^ 
a^ gprgeou^ 4^9^^^^ could be sayed. Of the internal mag: 
fi^^ence of this palace^ some idea may be formed by the followr 
log jdeaeription of thie ^V/a aaaif^ or knight's saloon : it was one 
hundred and eighteen feet lon^ by fifty-eight, was Ughted by day 
^jT nine window^* ;^ ^t pight by three lustres which, contained 
lyiore than twelve hundred wax lights^: on each side was a gallery 
riphlfj^ glided, and supported )l>y forty -four columns of cinnamon 
ffjopdy the b^&^apd qjpitals d* which were also richly gilded. An 
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«ttist of the name of Abifgaad wascommisflioiied tb tnikMak the 
ImU wiUi twenty-three large ^ptdntings, from subjects arising from 
Ae Danish historf , at one thousand rix«dolIiu»s a^eoe. The li* 
brary of the kingy which offered much by the ire, contained one 
liundred and tUrty thousand ^olumes) and three ihottMtfid manit* 
scripts. The palace was too enormous for that of the capital and 
kingdom, luid forms a str^ung contrast to the pmsent residence 
ofthe royal family. ^ 

Whilst I was contempli^g these stnpendous ret)riain(»f a splen- 
did English vis-^-vis dashed by, drawn by a pair ef noble greys^ 
Which) with a profusion of g6ld-lace upon the coats ofthe coachman 
and footman, attracted the notice and surprise ofthe good people of 
Copenhagen, who had never even seen their bdoved Crown Prince 
in such finery: it was the equipage of a foreign quack doctor, whnr 
had had the good fortune to live and flourish in England in an ag^ 

Copenhagen is a small but very neat city ; its circumference 
between four and five English miles : the streets are broad and 
handttnne ^the houses, of which there are about foin* thousand, 
exclusive ofthe quarter belonging to the sailors, and garrisons for 
three regimoits, are generally of brick stuccoed to resemfde 
stone, and some are of freestone, and in an elegant style of Itidicm 
architecture : the shops are in the basement story, and by madditg 
no prominent appearance, do not disfigure the beauty of the rest 
6f the building. Such is the case upon every part of the Comi« 
tient which I have visited. In England every tradesman's shop is 
the rftree^how ofthe street, and perhaps it is in allusion to tki% 
is mueh as to any other cause, that our neighbours on the other 
^ide of the channel have pronounced us to be a nation of shop« 
keepers. The streets are divided by canals, which afford great 
fiicility tothe transport of goods, but have narrow and ineon v^iient 
foot paths : the population is estimated at eighty-two thousand. 
Lit rue de Goths is a beautiful street, and is about three quarters 
of an English mile long. The Kongens nye Tow, or King's plfMre, 
"a^hich is also the market<f>iace, is a noble, spacious, irregular 
area, adorned with many fine houses, several oi^ wiiich have been 
raised shice the late fire. The only theatre in the city is here : it 
was not open during our stay. Thb buiMing is detached, smidii 
but haniteome without, and withm is elegantly decorated ^ in the 
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ieasoii,tldspeHQriiifiFtplaf foirf* tim(to ia the 'wtA^ altiniittlf 
dpera and ^jf vhkh ifi g^nermHf vsktim knguage cf thecMOilrfi. 
OnactouDt'oC the Vsnt fttimber of perioili who tetlefree tudaAuAsm 
% ity amongiit irhoAi are aflmufee and lanci cAeer^ Hue vttmpti 
tre but very 1^^ iandihe deficitncfi wbioh k stipptted by tiw 
Idng^ genenitif itnidii^ts to' about one bimdrtd thoosan^' 'tor 
dollars per annum.' Upon the vhok the opmt ia^imA m'mfi 
AlnnifiMnit pdlron of the drama) and the puimptamn sddoHs 
«Kdeed me^nnrbf . Iti ^te mlddte of ihe 4Maitet<]^l«€ft ia an 
eqiieatrian' at^oe in btonetf of Christian V^ but tootidBficiantlfr 
ti»erk to attcact the notice of a tnivelktfw On^^of tlte latfye/biskk 
ii%a:mtfabpfau»iatlie oasliebf €Jiafk«t€^^ nrUiah lii 

dototcd to thlefofi^ academy of pabi^gf aMiitefctum^aiui.aoii}p^ 
^oti; it'bas eigiKbpt*blMaoi<s and f«Qr 'masters^ tiiedayibritkei 
MWUhl duilidbinion of ti^e prizea k the S lat of JMarpb^ the birtit^ 
day of the prince) Frederic, who is the patron. Thosepupiis vfhtf 
obtain^e ^Mtn modal ^tt serit to traYol at tho expense :oftlie 
•roHFtk Such^of the p^jbduttSons of tbe fraptfe lyu} piofisssoDsr «i i 
aam^didiiotcKfittea veiylngb o{>iiQonofthearui& . 

' No respectable stranger can Ciller CopeahageiriykhimtspeodMy 
bcebaatog the object of iH frai^ and^esiatms hoa|Mtalifi]r« The 
daf aifter ourairiWal enaMed nt to pajtake oftfae heaitf ppedhaatt, 
^^g3^9aUhiimutTi Hwisghrenatthecom^yhoiiaeof oneoftbe 
attoit r^apeetabte iabalntanta df tke chf, and appaared in tiie fbl« 
k^ing aucabeaioii : aoupa top and bottom, Norwegian beef bctiied) 
ham strongly salted) fish) pigeons, fowk» ateired spkage, and 
iepKvagitS ; the meal i$ always cut imo stices by the mai^r of the 
bMsey and handed round by the aet^Rants. Etiqiuetie^prosci&baB 
ite touching of 9»y partkukr dkh out of its regidar courae, ^^ 
0Miugk <die tMe may be groai^og under the W|Bigkt of its carers ; 
t^ ceremony k occaaaonally a Uuie tantaliaing. Creanss^ ecmfec^ 
ttooMy^' tiod diied fruks followed; the vines were varkvis and 
excellent. Our party was composed of English) Norwegians, 
Fkaabh) Swksi Russians, Dankh, and> French. Wosld ta heaven 
HMt their rbspeotlv^e nations could for ever be as cordk^and jc^ous 
aa waia this 'chequered collection of thek merry natiTes ! The 
liepast ksted a formidaftde length of time; it was two hoa^-^ 
h«rd atuffing fai a fog of hot meats. The apfMtke of tfaekkonea 
j^reaent waa &ry I mag^t say very ki!,irom.being|KMiy or&stv- 
dkus, but, in the lu^mely phrase, what they eat did them good. 
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* The Dasiish ladies urt' endonfiomt, and possess tiiat frank ami 
gessitHis countonnce^ wMcby the moment the ef e sees^the heart 
mdemtaDds' uid lotes; they much.reseml>Ie the higher class of 
WouTerma&Q's figures^ and very largely partake of that gay good 
himoiiry which is so generally the companioDof a ptampvasA 
portly figure. Having, said so much in their &Tour, which they 
anunoitly deserve^ I cannot help hinting that they are not sd 
attentive to neatness of dress as their neighbours; they waHtsudr 
arman as Ad€|iB0& to rally them witii his delicaete satire out of a 
dovenly habi^ which induces them, when diey buy a gown, idmoat 
alwa^rs to prefer a dark cotton, because it doe9 not wtnt wiu^m^. 
The Danish ladies would immediately leel the fbroeof the remaric» 
without being offended at its fre^om. They speak English viitk 
its proper accoit, as well as French and German fluently. The 
English language forms a prominent part of female educa- 
tion. 

Upon my complimentiog a Danish lady on her accsurate know* 
ledge of the English language, she said, ^ We are obliged to leam^ 
*^ that, and Freach and G»*man, m mir own^tefimee^ otherwisewe 
^ shoQhl ^quently be obliged to sit mute, which you know is a 
^ very unpleasant situation for any womioi ; for beyondthe islands^^ 
mesningi Zealand and Funen, ^ our language, rwhich is a dialect 
^ of the Teutemc^ls not understood." This I ^ found after^milid* 
vecified : upon my return to Holstein ftom Pmssiii^ a Danish: ser« 
|eant in drilMng a reoruit fnm the former places was obliged to 
speak to him in German. / % 

: Here, as in France, the company rise and retire wtUt the lady of 
the house.* In the garden we found coffee, and a droll fellow of H 
wandering mendicant Norwegian, who bcciipted, <aiw ceretnomef 
onfe of the gankn seats, md upon his rustic guitar had collected 
ihe little folks of the fomily round him, who were dandng to some 
of the wildest and sweetest sounds that ever issued from the touch 
of simplicity. 

. On our return to the city, and about a mile from it, a turfed 
hillock of small poplars attracted our notice: it was the national 
tomb of the heroes who fell in the memorable battle of Copen- 
hagen roads, on the second of April, 1801, and stood in a meadow 
about two hundred yards from the road, and looked towards the 
Crown battery. As we approached it, we saw a small monum^ital 
obelisk, which was raised to the memory of Captain Albert 
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fhurah, ^Y the Crown Prince, -it appeared by tiie kncripUbQ) 
thsit'diiring^e heat of ^at sanf^inary battle a agnal waa teade 
fnm one' of the bkxsk :diip8, that all the officers on board/were 
kiiied $ the Crown Piince, who behaved wkh dtatinguiihed ' jiidg^ 
nuent and^ coniposufe during the wbcde of that terrific and anxious 
dayy and was giving his orders on shore, exobamed, ^ wiio wiH 
^ take the command V* The gallant Tturah repiied^^ I will^ my^ 
Prince '" and innnediately leaped inta a boat* and. as he was 
mourning' the deck of the block ship, a British ahnt numbered Jiim 
amongst the dead, which formed a ghastly pile before him^ and 
consigned his spirit and his glory to ^e regioiur of imtnortalky« 
Hfc^as a young man of great promise. • It is /thus that death 
c#en'- 

^ J, . Stj^ito tlie poor, pcasatit j he sinks in tlfe dark. 
Nor leaves e'en the wreck of a name. 
He strikes the young warrior, a grlorious mark ! 
' '" ' ' • ' H6 sinks in the blaze of iusfaiM. 

1 As the battle, undev^ ail its cinettmatances, waa as awi^ and 
aff^tingasranyiathe EngMsh and Danish histairy, the reader 
tt^' I anr sure, feel no reluctance minutcB^r to. ooftteinylate^e 
kttgar tomb which irst attracted our nolides it is. a^pyxamidal 
Bittock, neatly turlbd and planted with so^g poplars, corces- 
pondikigwkhtkeanmiberof (jfflcers.wliofelL. At the base, of the 
printipd front are toml>8tones recor^ng the liamesrof each of 
these officers and their respective ships. A little above b an 
libettsk of grey noHhern marble, ndaed upen a pedestal of granite 
beariag'tMs wscriptioa: ^ 

To the memwy ^ tho^e who fell for tkeir country^ their grostful 
: /tUow Htizena rme thU m<mumentj April 3, 1801. ; 

And beneath, on a white marble tablet, under a wreath of laurel, 
9ak, and cypress, bound together, is inscribed : 

The wdreath ^mfdeh the country beatowe never withers (n>er the grave 
ofthefotten warrior. 

The whole is endosed in a squiu*e palisado* As a national mo* 
miment, it is tOo diminutive. 
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The next day I visited the 8^t vhc^ 80 nmdi btood waft 9h0&; 
A jfx^u^ DfaDtsh officer Upon the Crown batteiy oWigbigly poioieA 
out the di8(>otitkm of the ships^ and 8p6ke cif Che bcittle wMi greuft 
ifnpartMty. From the poaidon of the Biitith fleets, hefoi^ tUcf 
squadron under Lord Nelson bore down, atid rendered hia inten- 
tion indubitaJUey the Danes were firmly of optniW thttt At Briiidl. 
oommander intended to proceed either to' Calscronaor Revolt and 
made i!ko preparation for deface; their ships were tying in 
ordinary ; they therefore trusted solely, to their block ships and 
Uatteries. 

On (halt day the hero of the Nile burpasHd tho$e achbre^ 
ment^, which an admiring and astonished worM conceived must 
for erer remain without imitation, as tliey had been without est* 
ample, in the annals of the British navy. Favoured by a fi>rtn« 
nate shift of Wind, and an extraordinafry elevation of the tide^ 
which at the time was higher than the Danes had Idng remem- 
bered it, he placed hb unsupported squadron, and, as it is said» 
with an unobMcrved signal of retreat flying at the mast head of 
tbe fihip of the cMef in coi^Band, in « most advtoktKgedfta And 
fbrmidable position; The eidsens of Go^enfaagien in a momel^ 
flew ti>4heir posts; tfU diatinctktts were loat ill the love of thti» 
country. Nobleft and mechanics, gentlemen and .shopmen -m^^ 
cd togetb^ in crowds to thequiys ; the sick crawled out of the{r^ 
beds, and the very lame were led to the sea side,- imploring t» 
be taken in tlie boats, which were perpetusUf gmng off witl^ 
crowds to the block ships. A eamage at oooe tremendous msA 
novel only served to cncreaae tlseir ernhnaiasmi What an alvfiii 
moment ! ^he invoked vengeance of the British na^tm, with t)Mf 
fury and velocity of lightnmg, was falling with terrible desola- 
tion upon a'race of gallant people, in their veryoipital, whoso 
kings wer^ once seated upon the throi«e of England, and in the 
veins of whose magnanimous prince flowed the blood of her au- 
gust family. Nature must have shuddered as she contemplated 
such a war of brethren : the conflict was short, but sanguinary 
beyond Sample. In the midst of the ^ughter the heroic Nelson 
dispatched a flag of truce on shore with a note to the Croiihi 
Prince, in which he expressed a wish that a atop should be put 
to the further efl%ision of human blood, and td avert the destruc^ 
tion of the Danish arsenal and of the capital, which he ^served- 
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tfaiLt the D«iMm must then sed vere itt. his mercy « He once more 
proposed their withdrawing from the triple league^ and acknow** 
ledging the supremacy of the. British flag. As soon as the Prmce's 
answer was received a cessation of hostilities took place, and Lord 
Nelson left his ship to go on shpre. Upon his arrival at th^ quay 
he found a carriage which had been sent fisr^ him by Mr. D., a 
merchant of high respectability^ the confusion being too great to 
enable the Prince to send one of the royal carriages; in the fer* 
mer the galknt admiral proceeded to the palace in the Octagon, 
through cmwds of people, whose fury was rising to freniy, and 
amongst whom his person was in more imminent danger than 
even from the cannon of the block ships ; but nothing could shake 
tjie. soul c^ such a man. Arrived at the palace in the Octagon he 
cabply. descended from the carriage amidst the murmurs and 
l^roans of the enraged concourse, Which not even the presence 
of the Dsmish officers who accompanied him could restrain. The 
Cmwn Prince received him in the hall, and conducted him up 
•tairs, and presented him to the King^ whose long-shattered state 
^ mind had left him but very little sensibility to display upon 
the trying occasion. The objects of thk impressive interview 
were soon adjusted, to the perfect satisfaction of Lord Nelson and 
bis applauding country ; that done, he assumed the gaiety and 
good humour of a visitor, and partook of some refreshment with 
the Crown Prince. 

^ During the repast. Lord Nelson spoke in raptures of the brat 
irery of the Danes, and particularly requested the Prince to iniro-* 
duce him to a very young officer, whom he described as having 
^rformed wonders during the battle, by attacking his own ship 
imin^diately under her lower guns. It proved t6 be the gallant 
young Welmoes, a stripling of seventeen ; the British hero em-^ 
braced him with the enthusiasm of a brother, and delicately in« 
timated to the Prince that he ought to make him an admiral ; to 
which the Prince very happily replied, ** If, my Lord, I were to 
laake all my brave officers admirals, I should have no captains 
or lieutenants in my service." This heroic youth had Volunteered 
the command of a praam, which is a sort of raft, carrying six 
small cannon, and manned with twenty-four mfn, who pushed 
off from shore, and in the fury of the battle placed themselves 
under the stem of Lord Nelson's ship, which they most success- 



32 A NORTHERN SUMMER. 

lully attacked, in such a manner that, although tfae]^ were be- 
low the reach of his stem chasers, the British marines made 
terriWe slaughter amongst them 5 twenty of these gallant men 
fell by their bullets, but their young commander contmued knee? 
de^p in dead at his post, until the truce was announced. He has 
bepaihoPOured,.as he most . eminently deserved to be, with the 
.grateful remembrance of bis country and of his Prince, who^ as 
a maak of his regard, pi*e£ented him witli a. medallion coaiine»' 
morative of his gallantry, and lias a|^M>in^d him to the CQUtmand 
of his yacht, in which he makes his annual visit to Hc^st^. The 
issue of this contest was glorious and decisive. Could it be otherr 
wise, when its destinies were committed to Nelson ? > 

Xo shew how biittle must be tlie bands of a confederacy of 
powers^ who^ Jealousy and dislike is ever unhapi^ly in proporr 
tion tp.th^r :pro:iimily, the Swedes very composedly contempla; 
ted. the battle: &pm thar hills, and appeared to lose all sensation 
of thc\r sb^re; of its mortifying results in the humiliation of a 
^v|d cpuntry. So; nature pulls the strings of a little man and a 
great nation,; the latter is only the larger puppet, and requires 
mqi:e strength to put it in motion. 

La place Frederic, or the Octagon, containing the palaces of 
the royal family, and where. Lord Nelson had the au^ence that 
I b^ve ji^st mentioned, is composed of four small palaces, all uni* 
form, each having two wings : four very noble streets, princir 
pally. inhabited by the nobility, lead to this place: the grand en- 
trance is through a gate composed of double rows of Corinthian 
pillars and a rich entablature ; one of the streets is terminated by 
the harbpur, and the other by the church of Frederic, which has 
been long left unfinished; it has tlie appearance of an elegant 
Resign, and , remindjed me, both by its condition and style of 
architecture, of TEgUse de Madelaine at Paris. In the centre 
of the Octagon is an equestrian statue of Frederic V, in bronze» 
by Saly ; it was erected in 1769, by the Danish East India Com- 
pany, and is said to have cost 80,000/. An Englishman cannot 
help remarking tlie slovenly appearance of the grass, wliich is 
here permitted to shoot up through the stones, and particularly 
within the railijf g of the statue : the soldiers, who are always 
lounging about the palaces, would remove the evil in almost tiit; 
time that I have taken to comment upon it. 
I 



A NORTHEJRN SUMMPR, 33 



CHAP. IV. 



VALOUA FACBTXOVS-^-OAj^iLERY OF PAIKTINGS— 'CURIOSITIES-— TYCHO 
BRAHe's golden nose — THE GARDEN OF FREDERICKSBERG— THE 
CROWN PRINCE — THE FASHIONABLE SCHOOLMASTER AND LITTLE 
BARONET—- GRATEFUL PEASANT— KBLIOION— EXCELLENT LAW—* 

' THE BUHG&MASTBR AND- CANARY BIRD THE HERMIT OF ORON- 

• SlNGAAmD— 'qjriGKNESS OF VEGBTATION-7-THE PRISONER'S SON- 
PALACE OF, BOftENBEBG — TABLE d'hOTE— DROLL MISCONCEPTION 
OF THE ENGLISH LADIES — RASP HOUSE-— DUTCH TOWN. 

There U samcthlng very pleasant in contemplating the most 
inconsiderable actions, even the little badinage of great men. I 
forgot in my last chapter to mention the playful good-humour 
}9l^ck Jiord Nelson displayed soon after the battle of Copenha- 
gen.ro^)^. By the ship which conveyed his dispatches to England, 
^ ^ent a npte to some respectable wine-merchants to whom he 
was indebted for some wine, in which he sportively said, that 
f * he trusted, they woujd pardon his not having sooner sent a 
M phecque for his biU, on account of his having been lately much 
** engag^dr 

JXK one of the wings, of the burnt palace, to which the flames 
iiid not e:«^t;end, the gallery of pictures and museum of curiosities 
fkxt, placed. Ill the former we found a few excellent pictures, and 
particularly noticed a Jesus betrayed, by Michael Angelo; a 
^aked Venus, in a very singular posture, hy Titian ; a good 
iWoxjiwi) by I^eonardo de Vinci ; the Holy Family, by Raphael^ 
0. dead Christ on the cross, by Rubens ; adjoining to this is an 
.unaccountable picture upon a large scale, the s»bjectj Fallen 
Angels : the artist, with singular whim, has substituted butter- 
JUes for fig-leaves. 

, In the cabinet of curiosi^s is a very ingenious invention for 
tranqiti^li^ng the fears of jealous husbands ; a stuffed stag, said 
.to>have lived several centuries ; a lion and bear. There is here 
;also a celestial globe made by Tycho Brahe, who was sent to 
X^openhagen by his father in th^ ^xteenth cenAiry to study rhe- 
toric and philosophy ; b»t thi great eclipse of the sun on August 

F 
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the 2 1 St, 1562, engaged him to study astronomy. He was the in- 
ventor of a new system of the world, and had some followers ; but 
it is said that his learning made him sufieratitioua^ and his philo- 
90tihy irritable^ to such a degree, that, in a philosophical dispute 
the argument rose to such a pitch of personal violence, that he 
lost his nose, which he supplied by a gold and silver one, admirably 
constructed ; he was also very fond of Automata, and the repu- 
tation which he obtained of a conjurer. 

I was much pleased with the convivial cup of the celebrated 
Margaret of Valdemar : it had ten lips, which were mariced with 
the respective names of those whom she honoured with her inti- 
macy, who were the companions of her table, and were permitted 
to taste of the Tuscan grape out of the same vessel. There are 
here also some exquisite carvings in wood, by a Norwegian hrmet^ 
with a common knife ; some mummies badly preserved ; a piece 
of amber weighing more than twenty -seven pounds, fotmd in Jut- 
land ; lustres of amber ; several models of ships in ambet, ivory, 
shell, and mother of pearl ; beautiful works of ivory ; a toilet of 
amber of surprising workmanship ; a great lustre of the same^ 
with twenty-four branches, made by M. Spengler. A Complete 
closet filled with bits of wood, carved by the peasants of Norway, 
who are extremely expert in this work ; a portrait of Denner ; a 
bit of ivory, prettily Worked by Queen Louise, mother of the pre- 
sent King ; others of the same kind, by Pierre Legrand ; the em- 
perors Leopold, Rodolph II, &c. ; Jesus Christ on the cross, carved 
in wood, of so fine a workmanship that it must be seen through a 
magnifying glass ; it is attributed to Albert Durer ; a carriage with 
six horses, of an inconceivable smallness ; a great jug of ivory, 
with a triumph of Bacchus of a very fine workmanship, by Jacob 
Hollander, a Nonvcgiah ; tlie descent from the cross, a superb 
piece, by Magnus Berg ; several figures dressed in foreign dresses, 
Indian, Chinese, See. ; great vases of gold and silver ; a flagon or 
decanter of rock chrystal, very beautifully engraved ; a horn of 
gold, found in Jutland, in 1639, the inscription on which has 
puzzled the learned ; a bust of Brutus in bronze ; many precious 
antiquities of the country ; a portrait of Charles XII ; the skull of 
archbishop Absalom, with his dress : the prelate's skull reminded 
me of the ridiculous question which a lady put to one of the li- 
brarians of the B^tish museum, " tray 8ir,.haven*t you a skull of 
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OUver Cromwell here ?" « No, madam," replied the man of learn- 
ing and antiquity. '* Dear me !" said she, " I wonder at that ; for 
they have a very fine one in the museum at Oxford." There are 
also some curious religious utensils, which were used by the an- 
cient natives of the north. Such is a sketch of the Danish gallery 
and museum, which is worthy the notice of the traveller. 

In order to have a better view of the city, upon leaving the mu- 
seum, I ascended, by an external spiral stair-case, the top of the 
church in Christian-haven, one of the quarters of Copenhagen ; 
from this eminence the view was delightful ; the city, its palaces, 
churches, docks, arsenals, and the little Dutch town, which lay 
about two English miles off; the roads, the shores of Sweden, 
and the Sound embellished with ships, lay like a map below me. 
InGimediately underneath us we saw a funeral procession of a 
principal inhabitant, proceeding to that " dark and narrow houses 
whose mark is one grey stone ;" the coffin, covered with a pall, 
was placed upon a bier, surmounted with a canopy, which moved 
upon four little broad wheels, and was drawn by a pair of horses. 
I regretted to observe that the Danes pursue the same pernicious 
custom which obtains in England, of burying their dead in the 
city. There are people who live in the tower of the church, to 
give signals in case of fire breaking out, of which the Danes have 
a great dread ; for no people have suffered more from its destruc- 
tive visitation. A precautionary warning to the inhabitants to take 
care of their fires and candles, and a long string of blessings upon 
the heads of all the royal family of Denmark, constitute the elabo- 
rate subject of the watchman's comment after he has announced 
the time. Nothing can be more annoying to a fatigued stranger 
than his noiay and melancholy ditty every half-hour; but the po«> 
lice is admirable, and the city safe at all hours of the night. This 
church was the only one which was worthy of notice. The Lu- 
theran religion seldom arrays herself in the graceful drapery of 
the arts; confiding in the purity of her precepts, and the devo- 
tional spirit of her unaspiring followers, she is satisfied if her shed 
but repel the storm of the heavens ; nor does she seek to attract 
. the wanderer to her temple, by the elegant and expressive powers 
of the architect, the painter, and the statuary. The Exchange is 
. a large ancient building of bri|k : within are little shops, very much 
resembling Exeter-Ch^ge, in Londpn, but mor6 commodious 
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and handsome. At the entrance nearest to the burnt palacei the 
merchants assemble. In this quarter of the town there are som6 
excellent pastry shops, where the English and other foreign news- 
papers ate taken in. The beautiful appearance of the evening at- 
tracted us to Fredericksberg, the palace of which is small, and 
stands upon an eminence ; the gardens slope from its terrace ; 
they are confined, but tastefully arranged : the Crown Prince shares 
the delight they afford in common with the meanest of his sub- 
jects. 

As the King resided at this time in the palace, we could not see 
it, and from all that I could learn we had not much occasion for 
regret. He passes much of his time here, which he divides be- 
tween billiards, romances, and his flute ; he enjoys good health, 
but his mind id so infirm that his royal functions seldom elceed 
the signing of state papers. I was much disappointed in not hav^ 
ing the honour of being presented to the Crown Prmce, who at 
this time Mras in Holstein with that able and Excellent minister, 
count Bemstoff. The Prince is virtually the sovereign of tht 
kingdom, as his father has for many years preseht^d only tht 
phantom of a king. The misfortunes of the august mother of th6 
Prince, Ids virtues, and his wisdom, unite to render him Very in- 
teresting to an Englishman. In person I was infi>rmed that he 
was short and slender, his eyes are of a light blue, his nose aqui- 
line, his face singularly fair, and his hair almost white; his mind 
is very capacious, cultivated, and active : his disposition is ver^ 
amiable ; and in the discharge of his august duties he is indefati- 
gable. He is an enemy to dissipation and parade, and avoids tht 
latter upon all but necessary occasions : hi* virtues constitute his 
guard of honour, and excite distinction and respect wherever hfc 
moves : in his youth he was a prince of great promise, and every 
blossom has ripened into fruit. At the age of sixteen he effected 
a revolution in the councils, and crushed the powerful ambidon of 
the sanguinary Juliana Maria, and consigned her intriguing and 
turbulent spirit to the shades and seclusion of Frledensberg, by a 
master-piece of discretion, eloquence, and policy. 

If the Prince has any fault, it is that he does not sufficiently ap- . 
preciate the genius of his country, which is more commercial thah " 
military. Impelled by a martial enthusiasm, he appears to con- 
sider the encouragement of commerce as an object less worthy 
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of his notice than the diacipliae, and^ perhaps, superfluous aug- 
mentation of his troopS) whose energies -will, in all human proba^^ 
bi!it7} be long confined to defensive operation ; yet, in another mode 
this Prince has sagaciously consulted the interests of his country 
and the hapt»ness of his people, by abstaining from any material 
participati(m in those conflicts, which have so long deteriorated 
the interests of the rest of Europe. Small in size and resources, 
Denmark has every thing to lose and nothing to gidn, A dwarf 
amongst giants, had she moved in the general confusi«»i, she 
would have been crushed by some powerful foe, or trodden upon 
by some poctderous ally. The king's daughter is married to the 
Prince of Augustenbourg, and is spoken of as a very beautiful and 
accomplished woman. The daughters of Prince Frederic, the 
brother of the king, and the favourite son of Juliana Maria^ are 
also much beloved and admired. 

The court days in summer are few : in winter there is a levee 
once a fortni^t; on these days there are suppers, when strangers, 
upon the presumption of their having the rank of colonels, are 
invited. At this meeting the number of men and women is equal, 
and all precedence, except that of the royal family, is determined 
by drawing lots as at a ball in England. In the winter, when people 
aggr^;ate from necessity together, the social meetings ii^ Copen- 
hagen are said to be very frequent and delightful, and the mini- 
sters are very polite to strangers well introduced. 

The action of the 2d of April was of too short a duration to pro- 
duce any other impression on the country than a temporary irri- 
tation, and the event of that day taught her the impolicy and danger 
of departing from a state of unequivocal neutrality ; at the same 
time it displayed to the world what never yet was questioned, the 
valour and enthusiastic patriotism of the Danes. It will be con- 
sidered, however, as somewhat singular, that, for two successive 
yeimi, they commemorated the return of that day, as a day of vic- 
tory. A whimsical Dane adopted another mode of softening the 
affair, by endeavouring to prove, what was his own irremoveable 
conviction, that Lord Nelson waa of Danish extraction. They 
now, howerer, confine themselves to the glory of a gallant but 
unaevailing resistance, and in a little lapse of time their love for 
the Engtkih will return to its former channels. 
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The conduct of England, upon this tnemorable occasion, re<> 
minds me of the policy of a certain fashionable schoolmaster 
who had the care of three pupils of distinction, a duke, a vis- 
count, ^d a baronet ; the boy of the highest rank, who was the 
oldest and the mojst mischievous, during the absence of the learn- 
ed doctor, prevailed upon hid comrades tp spend an evening at a 
fashionable bagniio ; the doctor une^^pectedly returned in the in- 
terim, and upon discovering where his pupils had been, felt a 
reluptance in wounding the high feelings of the duke and viscount, 
and visited the sins of all three upon the hapless lower seat of 
honour of the poor little baronet. Thus Russia and Sweden led 
Denmark into the northern confederacy against the supremacy 
of the Biitish flag, and Lord Nelson whipped the latter for the 
presumption of all the parties to the said league. Denmark has 
reaped the fruits of her neutrality ; and, without fatiguing the 
. reader by a long string of comparative exports and imports, 
nothing can be clearer than that her interests have been in a state 
of progressive amelioration for several years past. The radical 
emancipation of her peasantry has remunerated her with a merit- 
ed reward, — the love of a free people, and the happy results of 
unshackled enterprise. This blessing has not only been felt, but 
expressed. 

. A few miles from the capital, on one side of the public road, 
is a plain and simple monument, expressive of the condition of 
those :who raised it: it was erected by the peasants of the late 
Ck)unt Bemstoff, in gratitude for their liberation : 

'Tis liberty alone that gives the flow'r 

Of fleeting life its lustre and perfume ; 

And we are weeds without it. Cowper. 

Curiosity led me one day into the principal court of judica<» 
ture : it was a handsome large room, in a range of buildings, in 
which the governor of the city resides : the throne was in front ; 
twelve judges presided, attired in rich costume ; there were only 
two advocates present, who wore embroidered capes and blue 
silk gowns. The laws of Denmark, with an excepdon to the , 
forest laws, are simple and wholesome, and are impartially ad- 
ministered, although the king is despotic. Justice does not ap^ 
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pear, preceded by Corruption, and followed by Famine. There 
is one law in Denmark which restrains the tyranny of piarents 
towards their children, that deserves to be particularly men- 
tioned : No parent can, by his own act, disinherit his child : if 
he thinks that his son will dishonour him, and dissipate his for- 
tune, he cannot change the usual channel of his property, with- 
out applying to the sovereign for permission, who, in council, 
cautiously considiers the allegation and answer; and thus the 
refusal or permission is the result of a public process. Admi* 
rable as the laws of England are, it would be well if such a law 
as this, adapted to the genius of the constitution, could be intro- 
duced. Alas ! in England, how often is the happiness of an 
excellent child sacrificed to the unnatural caprice or pride of an 
angry, foolish, mercenary parent ! 

The mildness of the Danish government is silch, that when 
the king and the subject, as is frequently the case, happen to be 
engaged in litigation, respecting titles to land, the judges are 
recommended, if the point be dubious, to decree in fiivour of the 
subject. A short time before we arrived, a woman had been 
found guilty of murder, and she was sentenced only to four years 
of solitary confinement. The Crown Prince is unwilling to see 
the sword of justice stsdned with human blood : he is iherciful 
almost to a fault ; 

The quality of mercy is not strained ; 
It droppeth, at the gentle rain from heav'n. 
Upon the place beneath. It is twice blessed : 
It blesseth him that ^ves> and him that takes. 

The internal taxes are raised or reduced at the discretion of 
the king, which, with the customs and tolls upon exports and im- 
ports, the duties paid by foreigners, and his own demesne lands 
and confiscations, constitute the revenues of the dj^wn. The 
land tax ad valorem is admirably managed in Denmai|^ by which 
the soil is charged according to its fertility, which is estimated 
by the quantity of grain required to sow a certain quantity of 
land. This tax is formed into classes : the peasants have no as- 
signable property in the soil, like tenants in England upon long 
leases ; they contract with their lord to cultivate so much land, in 
the manner prescribed by the ordinances respecting agriculture, 



40 A NORTHERN SUMMER* 

and pay their rent either in money or proviaion. Such is the law 
now, that they can experience no oppression : 

princes and Lords may flourish or may fade^ 
A breath can make them, as a breath hath made ; 
But a bold Peasantry, their Countrjr's pride. 
When once destrc^d can never be suppty'd. 

The hospitality of the numerous and highly respectable family 
of the De ConinckS) the princ^>aJ merchants at Copenhageni 
would not suffer us to quit the capital) without visiting their beau* 
tiful seat called Dronningaard or Queen's palace. As we reserved 
Sunday for this little country excursion^ we learned^ not without 
some inconvenience, that the Danes are/emarkably rigid in their 
observance of the hours of worship. On that day, during diving 
service, no one is permitted to quit or enter the city but at one 
gate. Immediately after we had passed the wrong drawbridgey 
the clock struck eleven, and the gate closed upon fdl erratic sin<- 
ners : this unlucky event compelled us to go round the ramparts^ 
and make a deviation of several miles. Thoroughly impressed 
as I am with the necessity of preserving the sanctity of the Sab- 
bath, I must confess I am at a loss to see the utility of barring 
gates, to keep religion in. This expedient appears to me as use^ 
less as that of a burgomaster, who, upon a favourite lady flying 
to him in tears, to tell him that her canary-bird had escaped from 
its cage, ordered the drawbridges of the town to be raised, to pre- 
vent the elopement of the little fugitive. The gates are shut in 
summer at twelve, and in winter at seven, at night. 

Dronningaard is the first private residence in Denmark, lies 
about sixteen English miles from the city ; the grounds, which 
are very extensive, and tastefully laid out, slope down to a noble 
lake, twelve English miles in circumference, and is skirted with 
fine woods, and romantic country houses. At the end of a beau- 
tifiil walk I was struck with the appearance of an elegant marble 
column, on a tablet affixed to which was inscribed : 

** Thi8 Monument w erected in gratitude to a mild and 

bentificent Government^ under rvhose auafiicea 

I enjoy the blessings that surround me/* 



In another part 6f "ttife g^dtiiia^ Ik a spot df flcfej) sechision, we 
beheld the ruins of a hermitage, before which was the channel 
of a little brook, then dried up ; and a little further, in a nook, 
an open grave fOid a tomb-stone. 

The story of this retired spot detfelrves to be mentioned. Time 
has shed .many irHnter snom upon the romantic beauties of 
Dronningaard, since one trho, Weary t>f the pomp of courts and 
the tumult of camps, In the prime of life, covered with honours 
and with fortune, sought from its hospitable owner permission to 
raise a sequestered cell, in which he might pass the remainder 
of his days in all the anst^ritiles and privation of an ahchorite. 
This singular man had long, previous to the revolution in Hol- 
land, distSnguished himself at the head of his regiment ; but, in 
an unhappy mothent, the love of aggrandizement took possession 
t>f his heurt, and marrying under its influence, misery followed: 
wnd herfe, in a little wood of tall firs he raised this simple fabrics 
"moss warmted it wiihin, and the bark of the birch defended it 
VTthout ; a stream of rock water once ran in a bed of pebbles 
t>efore*the dbor, in which the young willow dipped its leaves ; and 
*at a little distance from a bed of wild roses the laburnum grace- 
Mly ftsHt and suspended her yellow flowers ; he selected an ad- 
joining 'spot fdr the depository of his remains, When death 

— like a lover's pinch* 
Tluit hurts, hut is desired, 

should have terminated all his sufferings here, fevcry day he 
dug a small portion of his grave, until he had finished it : he then 
composed his epitaph in French, and ha(n(ilncribed upon a stone. 
The reader, I think, will he pleased with it in the English dress, 
which it has received from the distinguished pen of William 
Hayley, esq. 

THE HERMIT'S EPITAPH. 

Here may he rest, who, shunning scenes of strife^ 
Enjoy'd at Dronningaard a Hermit's life ; 
The faithless splendour of a court he knew, 
to . And all the ardour of the tented field, 

r '• Soft Passion's idler charm, not less untrue^ 

And all that listless Luxury can yield. 

G 
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He tasted, tender Lore ! thy cluster sweet ; 
Thy promis'd happiness proved mere deceit 
To Hjrmen's hallow'd fane by Reason led. 

He deem'd the path he trod, the path of bliss; 
Oh ! ever naoiim'd mistake ! from interest bred. 

Its dupe was plunged in Misery's abyss* 
But Friendship ofier'd him, benignant pow'r ! 
Her cheering hand, in trouble's darkest hour. 

Beside this shaded stream, her soothing voice 

Bade the disconsolate again rejoice : 
Peace in his heart revives, serenely sweet ; 

The calm content, so sought for as his choice. 
Quits him no more in this belov'd retreat. 

tn this singular solitude he passed several years, when the plans 
of his life became suddenly reversed, by a letter of recall from bii 
prince, which contained the most flattering expressions of regard. 
The wishes of his sovereign and of his country were imperative; 
he flew to Holland, and, at the head c^ his regiment, fought and 
fell. The night preceding his departure, he composed a farewel 
to the enchanting scenery in whose bosom he had found reposef 
which, as an affectionate remembrance of the unfortunate hermit, 
is inscribed upon a tablet of marble, rai^^ed in a little grove not &r 
from the hermitage. Por the following translation I am indebted 
to the poetic and elegant mind of Leigh Hunt, esq. 

TAREW£L OF THE HERMIT OF DAONNINGAARP. 

Vain would life's pilgiim, ling'ring en his way. 

Snatch the short respite of a summer's day; 

Pale Sorrow, bending o'er his sad repose, 

Still finds a tear in ev'ry shelt'ring rose : 

Still breaks his dream, and leads th' unw^ling slave 

To weep, and wander to a distant g^ave. 

£'en he, whose steps since life's ungenial mom 

Have found no path unfretted with rude thorn : 

From all he lov'd must turn his looks away, 

Far, far from thee, fair Dronningaard, must stray. 

Must leave the Eden of his fancy's dreams. 

Its twilight groves and long resounding streams ; 

Streams, where the tears of fond regret have ran, 

And back return to sorrow and to man ! 

O yet once more, ye groves, your sighs repeat. 

And bid farewel to these reluctant feet : 

Once more arise^ thou soft, thou soothing wave. 
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In weeping murmurs> ere I seek my grave t 

Ere yet a thousand locial ills I share. 

Consuming war, and more consuming care^ ^ 

Pleasures that ill conceal their future pains. 

Virtue in want, blest Liberty in chains, 

Vice, proud and powerful as the winter's windp^ 

And all the dire deliriums of mankind. 

Yet e'en this heart may hail its rest to come; 
Sorrow, thy reign is ended in the tomb ! 
There close the eyesy that wept their fires away ; 
There drop the hands, that clasp'd to mourn and pray ^ 
There sleeps the restlessness of aching hearts ; 
There Love, the tyrant, buries all his darts ! 

O grant me, heav^i, thus sweetly to repose ! 
Tis thus my soul shall trijumph o'er its woes ; 
Spring firom the world, nor drop one painful tear 
On all it leaves, on all it treasures here ; 
Save once, pertiaps, when pensive moonlight gleams 
O'er Dronning^ard's meek shades and murm'ring streams, 
The sacred grief, to dear remembrance true. 
O'er her soft flow'rs may shed its gentlest dew. 
May once in sounds, that soothe the suffring mind* 
Breathe its lorn murmurs through the solemn wind ; 
Lament, sweet spot, thy charms must wither'd be. 
And linger e'en from heav'n to sigh for thee ! 

The dispatch with which nature pushes on her vegetation in 
these cold climates is ama^g. This delightful spot, which was 
now in full foliage, presented nothing but naked branches a fort* 
night before. I quitted Dronningaard with almost as much regret 
as did the devoted ereAiite. 

A visit to the Crown-battery was very interesting. A young 
Danish officer, who was present at the battle of the second of 
April, pointed out the respective positions of the fleets and block 
ships, and described with great candour and liberality the particu- 
lars of the engagement. This formidable battery is about half an 
English mile from shore, is square, and the water flows into the 
middle of it ; it is now very rapidly enlarging, and undergoing 
such alterations as will make it a place of great strength. It is 
^so in contemplation to raise a fresh battery to the southward in 
addition to that called the lunette. The harbour is very capacious 



and safe. The holm, or %Fse^ali is not shown without t^ pormis- 
sion of the admiral. The ships in ordinary are finely arcanged 
and make a gallant show : a gallery or narrow bridge^ resting upon 
pileSf runs on each side of the line, which is patroled day and night. 
The magazines, fo^ge^, and wprkshopsi are upo^ a^ admirable 
construction : each ship h^s her different maga^e, ^qnta^ning 
all the materials for her rapid equipment. This depot is furnished 
with iron from Noinvay, hemp from Ri^ cloth from Russia and 
Holland, and wood from Pomerania. The rope- walks are each a 
thousand feet long. As I was enjoying, one fine afternoon, a ]*ow 
in that part of the harbour where the ars^n^ is, and nothing can 
be more beautiful or in^re^ting thap «^<^h a|^ es^u^siop, I observed 
a mian-of-war lying near the quay, of a peculiar construction : she 
swelled amazingly, in the upper sides, fi>rming a considerable 
portion of a circle, for the purpose of enabling her to bring several 
of her after guns to act with her bow gims pr with her ^tcm ch^isers : 
she had a very cli^msy appearance, and I was informed that the 
experiment ha4 not answered the wishes of goverpmeqt. The 
number of merchant vessels we saw at the quay confirmed the 
account we received of the magnitude of the Dani^ commerce. 
Nature, which has broken the kingdom into islands, has instinc- 
tively made the Danes merchants and sailors : their principal 
foreign trade is with France, Portugal, and Italy, and th^ E^t and 
West Indies : their principal domestic trade is with Norway, and 
e,v^i> with Ic^land^ wl^icl^ to ^1 b^t its patriotic and contepted 
i)ative, is a mqst deplorable country, the yery outsmns of the 
lYorld. The seamen are registered, and ase. divided into iwa 
classes : the stsitiqnary s^lor% who ^re always in the employ pf the 
crown ; the others are, in time of peace, pernfiitted to enter into 
merchant shipsy i^i^bject \o r^cj^ll in case of wa?*, and haye a small 
»mual stipend. The ^cadepiy of marine cadets Ibrms one of tho 
judaces in the Octagon : it W8^ fipipded by Frederic V. Rere, and 
at an hotel which belongs tp it, s^xty yo^t^s are maintained ap4 
i^^structed in the principles of n;^y^ation,. at the expense of thfj 
crown. There are also several other young gentlemen admitted 
to the schoql, but are not n^aintained ther^ Every year severi^ 
pf these gallant pupils make ^ cruise in a brag of war, th^t th^ 
ifay blend practice with thepry. The ap^^my of land carets, i?^. 
gre^ty nearly i^poa the ^me establishment; fi|ty boy^ ^q miPh 
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t^fiod a(id educated fiur a ipi^Utary, Ufip bjr the croMFQy tipA: ^hei!% 
^e admitted to tl^e ^oolt but maintained 9,t their o;wn ^xpqj^e. 
'5'be former ^r^ well fe^, but are never permitted t9 drink tea. Ii\ 
$he academy is a riding house, ^d in the adjq^mg stab^a eighl) 
horses are Hept for the use of the you^g pm^ls in t^e art of riding. 
In the cQ^rse of my ramble^ I visited the citad^^ v^hich ia^ 
s^ali> ^ stands at the extremity of the djLyy and contai^a t^o^ 
ba^^lions. It ^s. twq gates ; one towards the ciq^ i^id the oUp^ 
towards the country ; the latter is well fortified by five bastions* 
Adjoining the chs^l b the dungeon in which the count Struensee 
was qonfined ; it is indeed a most disnial hole ; it was here that he 
lightened the weight of his chains and the horrors of iiQprisQ;p« 
ment hj his flut^>, ii|pon whiph, sf> little apprehensive wap he of 
bis impending fate, that his favourite air was from the DeBtrt^ur^ 
beginning with Mourir c*eAt notrc dernier ressorL Upon quitting^ 
tibis melancholy ^bode we requested the sqldier who conducted ut 
to sh^w us that of his unhappy feUow-sufier^r, Biiandt. He ac- 
cordingly }ed us through a glpomy stone pas^i^e } and, after un- 
Ipcl^ng and i^ibarripg ^ massy door, condMCted U9 up a winding 
sto^e staircase into the pell, where, to my surprise, a 8un-beam> 
i^anting thropgh ^ small grated window, presented to us the figure 
of a man of respects^ble appearance, and of about the middle age 
of li&s emiK:iated by long confinement, and bowed down by grie£ 
As we approached him, a fied^t blush partially spread over his 
sallow cheek, and a tear stood in his eye, which he endeavoured 
to conceal with his hand, and with a bow of huroiliadon tume4 
from us to a little birdrcage, which he was constructing^. We 
i^logized for o^v intrusion, and hastily turning towards the 
door, we beheld a beautiful boy standing near it, apparently a- 
boi|t eighjt years old ; his look at once explained that the prisoner 
was his fiither : the face of this little child of sorrow was the 
most artless and expressive I ever beheld. As we descended, he 
fi[dlow«d i and when at the bottom of the stairs, we asked him 
w-hj he looked so pale ; the little creature rephed in French, "Ah, 
sir ! I look so because I have just recovered from a fever. I do 
]K>t always look sp : I shall soon be well ; but my poor papa never 
isdll.*' We put money in his hand, and begged him to take it to 
tds fisher : this he immediately returned, saying, " No, siv, in- 
dteffl I m^^ ^oX i my fethec will be angry with me." AU our 
• 
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efforts were in vain ; it was a scene of affecting mystery. The 
soldier took up the child and kissed it, and bidding him retuili to 
his fitther, closed the door. He informed us that the prisoner 
had been convicted of forgery, but stated that there were many 
strong circumstances in his fevour. Oh, how I wished that that 
merciful prince, whose ears are ever more open to the sounds of 
suffering than of flattery, had heard what we heard ! the looks 
and language of the little prattler would have pleaded for the 
wretched prboner. 

The little ancient palace of Rosenberg, sidd to be built by Inigo 
Jones, attracted our notice ; the gardens belonging to which form 
the principal town-parade of the belles and beaux of Copenha* 
gen. The statues in these gardens are not worthy of notice^ 
although recommended to the notice of travellers by many of the 
Copeilhagers. In the street adjoining are the barracks for the 
foot guards, and a covered hall for military exercise, of four hun* 
dred feet long. This Gothic edifice is principally remarkable for 
containing the room in which the King holds his annual bed of 
justice, and for the jewel office : the former is a long low room, 
the whole length of the building. Before the throne, upon the 
floor, stand three lions of massy silver, in different attitudes, as 
large as life, and excite a fine idea of barbarous grandeur : the 
walls are surrounded with large pieces of ancient tapestry, some- 
what the worse for age, representing the exploits of the most 
military of the Danish monarchs in their wars with the Swedes. 
In a little room adjoining the hall are several services of plate, 
vases, wine-glasses, and goblets, in chrystal, which were pre- 
sented to Frederic IV, by the Venetian States ; the collection is 
very valuable, and tastefully arranged. In another small apart* 
ment we saw the saddle of Christian IV, covered with pearls, 
said to be worth 30,000/. which he once used upon a magnificent 
gala-day in Copenhagen. In the cabinet of jewels are the coro- 
naUon chairs, crowns, and various valuable and curious assort- 
ments of jewelry ; but I was most gratified by a beautiful ser- 
vice of Danish porcelain, which was made in the new manufactory 
of china, on which was exquisitely painted the Flora Danica, or 
the indigenous botanical productions of Denmark and Norway. 
We found it difficult to get a peep at this place, on account, a9* 
we were told, of the grand marshal of the court always having 
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^€he custody of tht key. An old officer, of the rank of cok>nel, 
shewed the curiosities, and through the hands of an attendant 
received a ducat for his trouble. 

From the palace I proceeded to the observatory, a noble round 
tower, one hundred and twenty feet high, in which a spiral road of 
brick nearly winds to the top ; so that thus &r any one might 
ascend or descend on horseback with perfect ease and safety : at 
the top is the observatory of the celebrated Tycho Brahe. The 
instruments are good, and in excellent condition ; among^st the 
telescopes there is one that is twelve Danish feet long, and magni- 
fies eight hundred times, made by Alh of Copenhagen. From 
this tower a young Dane precipitated himself, a short time before 
we visited it, and was dashed to pieces : at the school to which 
he belonged, the master had passed over his merits, as he too 
rashly thought, to compliment a boy of higher rank, byt his 
inferior in learning. The wounded sensibility of the former drove 
him to frenzy, and caused the melancholy catastrophe above re« 
lated. Nor far from the observatory is the university library ; it 
contains about four thousand volumes ; they are chiefly upon 
theology and jurisprudence. There are also about two thousand 
manuscripts : amongst the most rare of the latter is a bible in 
Runic characters. This library has an annual revenue of eight 
hundred crowns for the sole purpose of purchasing books, and 
is open to the public. The school of surgery is a small, neat and 
handsome modem building : under this roof a singular instance 
of acute sensibility happened a few years since, which is still much 
talked of ; As Kruger, a celebrated anatomical lecturer, was ad- 
dressing his pupils, he received a letter announcing the death of 
a very dear friend at Paris ; he was observed to be much agitated, 
.and exclaimed, ^^ I have received intelligence which I shall never 
long survive ; I cannot recover the shock." His scholars, who 
very much loved him, pressed round, and bore him to his home 
in their arms, where he expired a few hours after. The hospital 
for secret lying-in is a handsome edifice : here pregnant women, 
who have reasons for seeking concealment, are received, upon 
paying a small stipend ; they enter at night in masks, and are 
never seen but by those who are necessary to their comfort, and 
iheir names are neTcir required. This is a noble institution, and 
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is sdd ^ liave produced a wery irfsiUe duninotioD in tlie c^fiiib 
of infanticide; 

At the tMes'sThote at Copenhai^, a stranger is at first sUiick 
wxdi tlie appearance xX nobtemen with stars ^;&tteiing upon their 
fn'east^ being Seated at the same table with the rest of the company. 
^This Mdom occttts but in the sominer^ when the heads c€ nobk 
^Eunflies, who pass that season of the year at their chateans, come 
ticcauonaily to town, where their houses are generally shut up till 
^e winter. It was at one of these places that I met with ah 
'e x tr a ord in ary instance of ^e ignorai^ce in which a natife of onb 
cbtftitry may remfdn of the manners of another. A Danish gentle- 
inan, as he was picking his teeth inth his Jbrkj a iUHeate custom, 
Tery prevalent upon the continent amongst aOl classy observed 
tiiat he had heaird the English women were very pretty, but he 
was confident that he never could love them : upon being pressed 
%>r his reasbn, he i^pfied, because he understood they were nev^ 
%eien without a {Ape in their niduths ! We told him that it was 
Very true they had frequently ft^* in tJiwinouths, and y^ryrme^t 
bne^ too, bdttfaat theyiiever sm<^ed ; nay, so much did the^ 
t^hor it, that they regarded theinaa With <fisgust who indulged 
Ifimself in 'the hi^it. 

At Copenhagen I had an opportunity of observing thait a TvA 
in a Ludierai county can get as gloriously drunk as a Christian. 
At a tadU iTAoie whidi I frequented, we were occasionally amused 
igy a little ht follower of Mahomet, who had just arrived, with 
•Some appearance of coosequence9l>ut with a suspicious i^pHcatioB 
to the Danish government : the mussulman very soon forgot or 
defied the sumptuary provisions 6£ the Akbran, and became ena> 
mdured with some excellent port wine andEnglish bottted^porter-; 
Ills Ubations, which were pretty copious, were generally followed 
by dancing and kicking his turban round the room; itt length, he 
was suddenly told to look out for other quarters. A little foce- 
4ioa« waster was asked whether he had removed him, to prevent 
his fufther augmenting the anger of the prophet ? ^ I kncyw xkh 
^ thing about hb prophet'' said he; '^ all that I know is, thi^ he 
^ has got no more money." 

After having perused the descriptbn which travellers have 
^en of 'the grounds and house of count Bematoff^ I was some- 
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^kut ^Mippdiht^ upcHi vkiling them: the former are certainly 
finety woodbd, and command' a beautiful view of the Sound) but 
they are not laid out widi mueh taste ; the latter is by no means 
f^Ibndld.^ I m» more gratified with the King's park, which is ex- 
tensiveand' highly jMcturesque, a^I was with the grounds and gar- 
dens of Prince Fredieric, the King^s brother : this spot is very de- 
Jightfiilf and> on acount of the motley crowds which flock to it, is 
in miniature (a rery smsdt one) a^ once the Versailles and Green- 
wich-park of Denmark. 

' The laws of Denmark prevent the gratifications of shooting: a 
young Dane, who had been in England, observed to me one day, 
'"with a most sel^s countenance, that nodiing could exceed the 
ImpcMnence of the hawks, who, avoling themselves of the laws, 
fiew into the room and l^Ied "his canary birds. 
• A gloomy cwibsity conducted us to the Rasp-house, where 
xtfpital bfienders UTe* confined for life r the male convicts, some oi 
ii^K>m^%ere ironed, rasp md saw Brasil wood and rem-deer's 
homtf; the latter is used in soup. The females spin. The pri- 
"sonefs'are separately confined : the house of correction is on the 
right V hereoffenders of both sexes are enclosed in the same room, 
many of them yoiung and healthy, but, strange to relate ! I oidy 
^saw one little child in the apartment : they all looked neat and 
clean, and are made by their labour to contribute towards tiieir 
support. It ha^ often surprised me that the latter arrangement 
has not been adopted in the principal prisons of England ; surely 
it is a subject w^ worthy the notice of the statesman. We have 
hundreds of miserable wretches shut up in confinement after con- 
viction, who, with the exception of picking oakum in some of the 
correctional houses, and that too ih a very desultory and unprofit- 
'able manner, do nothing but render their depravity more despe* 
rate. Justice demands that their services, if possible, should atone 
for.their crimes ; polky that they should help to maintain them- 
selvea ; and humanityr that their health should be promoted by 
their labour. 

- The Admiralty-hospital, the Citizen's-hospital, the Orphan's- 
house, and the ho^ital of Frederic, are all very humane foun- 
dations, and well maintained ; there is nothing in them worthy of 
elaborate desrcription. To an Englishman such establishments, 
and every other institution by which misfortune can be relieved, 

H 
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SMS^y aUeviatads aid in^mxaty recovecedt ane proucU)r:fiK9uUair to 
his eye; tbej ccmsdtute the prificipal bei^uty of eTm^ t^f^ mfi 
city in lus country. Although the iiianufiic|orie# of th^ north are 
much inferior to those of the soutii, I must not on^tto lyi^nti^Hi 
the gratification which we derived from viaitug die iB^nufiu^orf 
of chinay which is v^ry beautiM, andy although in its infiai^y, h 
thought to rival those of SaKony, Berlin, and Viienni^. This ma* 
nufactory furnished the beautiful seFviee which w^ saw in tl\e pn* 
lace of Rosenberg : it is under the care ^f directors) 'who ve?y 
UVer^lly and politely i^ew the wihole of thia very curioM#{ and ele- 
gant j^atablishment to strangers* 

I did not leave Copenhagen without visiUi^-;^ DiUc^i;9Wflk ifn 
the i^e pf Amak, about two l^ngUsh miles from %l^% cap^ti^}) ^^ic|i 
is inhabited by about fcMir thousand pet^pie* descendantsf of^^uqolanf 
from East Friesland, who were invited ta reside herO) wi^ ceftain 
privileges^ by one of the ancient kingt.of Qei^niark^fcrr ^PHe- 
pose of supplying th^ city with^ miJUt, chee^, bvjtte^", ^<^?^€;|^ 
tables ; the neatness and luxuriance of theip little gardens 9«nnqt 
be surpassed ; they dress in the Dutch ^y)ey and are goyiei^sed by 
their.own laws. The road from this village to the city iacqpistantjy 
crowded with these indefatigable people who, by l^ieir bustle an^ 
activUyj give it the j^p^arancp of a great ant-hill. In Denn^ad: 
no other money is to be seen than the money of the country, th^ 
currency of which is penally protected : I must except, however, 
Dutch ducats, which pass all over Europe, and are very seldom 
below par. There is here a pknt^ul lack of gold and silver coin, 
and abundance of copper. 

Uaving seen ^ost of the Uona of Copenhagen, we prepared to 
bid adieu to our friends, ^^d shape our course towards Sweden ; 
as a necessary preliminary we exchanged our Danish money for 
Swedish 9mall notes : the es^change was about three p^r pent, in 
jour favour ; by this precaution we obviated the difficulty of p|X)- 
curing change for large Swedish notes in the coimtry, and the in- 
convenience (and not a small one it is) of carrying its coin. W^ 
also procured a servant who spoke Swedish, which was very ne- 
cessary, and purchased ropes and cross-bars to enable us to con- 
struct a new harness and tackling in Sweden, according to the cus- 
tom of travelling there. When a man is about to set out on a long 
journey, it is a fortunate thing for him if some Httle pleia^ant or 
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ridiculoas event occur to set him off in good humour : nothing 
therefore couhl happen more opportunely than the following cir« 
cumstance : Just before our ^^partuse if e had occasion to go to a 
leather breeches maker, to which we were conducted by our laguma 
de filact : our gentleman, who, by the by, was an Italian, and the 
ooolattvof ihk CMmlrfnieB, witik'the' fgittevt^atmn^frmt addressed 
ImAfT^f tdry fiiiiifliaMy to the BWdn B t S ' the Btfvariett miril- 
ater, who'Wa* in tiife shop'whien we enterfed, tind at last begged 
to have tjie honour of introducing him to us. We bowed to each 
either ,wit|;i4i amile o£[ astopishment at the intrepid assurance of our 
mutual friend. We took the road to Elsineur, attended by several 
o^rimr Q^f^smb^guk fiAcDi^ who begg^ ta aecompany^istefar 
%^f Jg'fpd^mksbei^y wjk^ere it wa^ agceed that we should dine and 
Btrt% ttr^rj.tliyigiial^mni^rk is iPTif deary l^tO^^ 
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CONTINENT itL ^^JJirAi^ES-r-HAMI.E'rS — ORCHAJip-rrCRQ^^RC CAS?. 
TLE— SOME AFFECTING SCENES WHICH PASSEJ> THERE — THE FARE- 
WEL KISS — THE GALLANTRY OF CAPTAIN MACBRIDE-^THE LIT- 
TLE COURT OF 2ELL-^THE UEATlI OF l*flE QirE**- MA*rtLT>A. ' ' 
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The to^ flrbm Copftnhageh to ^redcHdkfebfet^^ dMOnt ibbtft 
inxteen En^lisli mHes, is yety bcautiftfl, imd t)r6ide»its alisietiriiair 
^srplay of lakes, woodsi cox^^fitMs,' and fer^Sftir of be^dhj Mufi 
and fir. Before we reached that town, we passed*tfeirou^h^r^fo>2 
rest of wild horses, some of which we saw ; they had a noble, 
rough appearance, and presented a fine study for such a pendi 
as Gilpin's. Whilst our dinner was preparing wis Ttsited the 
palace, a heavy and most incongruous massy pile of building, in 
which black marble contends with red brick, and the simple graces 
of the Grecian order with all the minute firetted perplexities of 
the Gothic ; the whole is covered with copper, itfid was built by 
Christian IV : it stands in a lake, and seems to be fit only for the 
residence of frogs, and, I believe, with the exception of two old 
housekeepers, it has no other inmates. The Sal de Chevalier is 
a very long room, crowded with paintmgs, badly anmnged, and 
perishing with damp and mildew : some of them seemed to de- 
serve a better &te. The pillars which support the cornice of 
the fire-place in this room were once crowiM^ with silver capi- 
tals, which the Swedes carried off in one of their irruptions. In 
the chapel we saw the throne upon which the kings of Denmaric 
were formerly crowned ; the roof is most superUy gilt and deco- 
rated, and the walls are covered with the arms of the knights of 
the first order. As we passed through one of the old galleries^ 
over a moat, a gust of wind shook the crazy casement, and the 
great clock heavily struck its hour : it was altogether a place well 
suited for a second e^tion of the exj^oits of Sir Bertrand, or 
would form an appropriate academy for the spectre-loving pupils 
of the German school. 
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In the gloomy gmunds of thk pdlac'e we 'agiiii saii^'our old 
friend the stork. This subject of his Danish Majeity' generally 
quits his territories in October, and returns in Spring ; and what 
is singular, he always returns , to his own ne§t, . 

From this place we walked to the royal stud, about half a mile 
dktstfit'^thei't'tMidto wMch was^ exquisitely c^ictureaqiieV where 
the king has two thousand fine horses, each of which is disfigured^ 
byibdng^taanteid wkita iai^ tetter on ahe side of'^tiie haunich, 
afid the ye&n^ his birOi oii tiu^ «tiMr. There i» here a beautiful 
and'V^ nve^tireed of ini&iwhiOe horscfs: they alwajr« herdto- 
getln^r, 'fiAdthe^itottreswilliiot permit the staltionsof any other 
hv€i0d ti»^ft{9iro«ch ihtm. I hare been informed that thereli»«* 
ainiilgr breed in the. islani^if Ceylon. There k «s muth godd 
oaJttire lagpoUcy inithe^pcrmiMioa Whid^( his Danish Majesty 
grants to all the farmers, to have theirimates eo^red b^ his finest 
i(tiitti<ms^gvaSui€ottsiy$ heoice the fine breed of^ horsey in: Demtt'drk, 
the keep of :wl^i^ hsipptiy fiir that -noble loiSiilal, is • tbr only 
cheup thing in the kingdom. ' . . : i 

Thi8^[)artof tlieixmntry is «ai^ to -altouiid mot^ in giime thsfti 
any other^ but«lthbugh tke^o»est-laws. prevail wi^ all dieir ri- 
gour in Denmotlc :^Pr^per, -except Ihdt Oie't^iui^shment of 'ikath 
is GontnniCedinto peipe^ud imprisonvieiitr yet^tre is^but little 
gaBie,.and;lMt'littie increase in^the l^eed of deer; it is a josC 
setnbatBrt)ii''fbr 'tliPiSeveidty of tlws prolttbiiion. Aftef a gk^ of 
eaccethait. ^iwyandy, which, :^4rwa&^ the idghsiof ^atture^ 
seemed to lose half its flavour, we pressed our excellent friends 
b3hthe !liiAd%[«nd^roceeded on the uaA to Elsincur. 
. Itisifne of thepeoahies of tfavtlling, ^sAd a painful one it is^ 
tos^eetwicblieve audi there a- bekig) who ^d^tights, attaches, and 
is^gonefiir^eyer. It wft»even so wkh one tram whom I parted 
«» tys^very>spot, in sdl human probahyity Hever^more ta meet on 
this sidei the grove, . He was a youth fuU of genius^ accomplkh* 
^, dffidtnty gentle, brave, and generous i he* cimi^ from; the re- 
H^oRJdff nMKiotaans^ and oataviMAs, from t^ tSwissetland of ^e 
aor^^ where the winter wnmr is se^n^ imdiatutt^ to set^e on t^ 
viked breast ^f Ike hardy and happy peasMit. I^must'again bor- 
row the language «f my wlored Shakespeare, to paint my noble 
ytnmg Nprwegian 3 



S4 AfSQRT&BmSlSlJlIMER. 

« vim heni jomneUow'd* Imt Wft jodgmcnt iipf : 

, : . Xod, M a wQfrd (for far behind his worth , , • ^ 

Corneal} the praises that J now bestow), , 
lUewks'contplete in feature aii^ in mind, 
With all good gtuce to grade a g^tletaah.* ' ! ' * 

Mf ineiiM»r)D:;wilI fa>i|g dweU mtfa «feii|:kt mpoa the'-^aaie^tf 

Timd Mio\fld tidt admit of ouo seeiBg .FbedenciTAftrli^ JvHich 
fe near this |ilftt9. Th6 camiob4biitodnx and nia^d&otonts nvifffe 
•staMifihed hif gesuiral Clwjuiseiv whd^ byihi$ skill and |>»r8«\w^ 
nauoe^ . kas tsMintl^hed over tbe; moiit formidable/ dtfgoul^ i^ 
looal aituiatiDft ; the whole is a£ preadni under the mperinundenee 
tf 'Our iogeoLoua Qountrymim» Mr. Jlngli^.^ litis mdtthttlithU 
^stabUbhidetit O!^ Aob^tiely Aqu^a fifify-igaxMkhip intwamoiithei 
m«tl hiet-iputisy powder^ andstoset« > . i ^^ 

TJbe.ctlintiy hoiises> many lof ;»(ki£h.ive pateed^ are generally 
iaflult oft W9D^% .pf&ntedl red orUg^l jrtUofw : tteiy aeMnin exceed 
two stories, frequently containing only.a sidte ofiigroiitid fioor 
aiMQrtmA?Hs9n|i%di«nei6tf iBj(u*e»cf9atf^ ftaniiaada'dtne 

v?ithoi]]t^ igq«9i^ilie9^y aFQ-bmk.b£ lA^itdJi); «^te the feaibe and 
tim^rnLftB^mibtef >«p4 h^ipeia yery^^^plisaaaift iQypeadranbe. TJi^ 
gfwdeDs ^fe lAigeneral fom^yii^ Ovuly and the garden ;door ia 
remarkable for hw^ formed ^CsHiramecovbrtid with fine wire 
netting:) thfonKh whi4h tte igroiiodB hfBhuud apfisar i«s ttoough « 
xmtabniv^il) aild'^£^d^iiAiUi^is'ftliiiQBt,iilffBri|ybl|r heoifjr.and 

Through .a. Mest of finiet beeoh^ the aim ehinii^ gklrbtislyv 
^.making the trunk, of. manyia tneferio^k.like a-piUar of 
gpld, ^wA ijlundnatiiig the caaisDent oil pftany & roiaaiitic , littie 
^ojiA/n^r we .reached the palace -of Fredenaborg^ tirithe Maa^ 
sion of Pea^& it at^ade iti a valleys and "waatbe.'retreat^of.tlM 
r^morselesa J\di$ma Mma, ufter the yoiUlg Crown .^Prisicie Jiad 
taken po^aessiof^ of the reins of goyjemmenty which, havihg 
atainied with Uood, ahe vainly endeavKmfed to retain. Heae-^ 
iu)iitu4e Bke^resigned her bteath* NQ4Mabt her^t momentff'arftiie 
agom^sed by the co;9>punQticM«i vis&inga t)f cebsdence, fdr the 
wrongs whiqh sh^ had heaped upM;tilftup6>^)nuMte Malilda, and 
her savage sacrifice of Struensee and Brandt. The fgnrns was.grow- 
ing in the court, and upon the steps. The building is a large square 
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front, surmounted with fi d6i|iey knd extenftiTe creteent wings ; 
the whole is of brick, stutcoed white. The window-blmtters were 
closed, and the glass in several' places broken ; all locked drearjr 
and desolate: after thundering at the door ^nth a stick, we at 
length gained admittance. Tl^^ apartments were handsome, and 
contained several good Flemish paintings. The domestic shewed 
us, with great exultation, thd hall In wTiich the Crown Prince 
entertained Prince William of Glouccister with a grand dinner 
about two years before. The l!)anes always mentioned this Prince 
with expressions of regard and admiration^ that shewed how 
favourable were the impressicms created by his amiable deport- 
ment and engaging manners during his visit to Denmark. The 
gardens and woods are very beautiful, but neglected, and gently 
stope down' to the extensive lake of Esserom. As we roved along, 
the birds, with plaintive melodies, hailed the nioist approach of 
evening, and our time just admitted of our visiting, which we 
did with real satisfaction, a vast number of statues, which are 
kiircularly ranged in an open space surrounded by shrubs, repre- 
senting the various costumes of the Norwegian peasantry : some 
of them appeared to be admirably chiselled. 

Upon returning to the carriage, the images of what I had just 
sfe'en produced the following lines : 

FREDENSBORG. 

TflE nfeSEUTEn PALACE OF THE LA^ qUEEN lk)WAGER 
'* f JUtlAKA MARIA. 

. Bles^anBthestcp$ofyirtufi'«qiieeii! ^ 

, Wh«re'«r 9|^ moves ketik votes bloom, - 
And when 9he droopSf kind Nature pour» 
Her genmne tears in gentle show'rs^ 
That love to dew the willow green 
That over-canopies her tomb. 

Bat«h! no willing mourner hei!e 
Attends to tell the tale of woe : 
Why is yon sutup prostrate thrown ? 
Why has the grass green'd o'er the stone ? 
Why 'gainst the spider'd casement drear 
So sullen seems the wind to blow ? 
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How moonlid was th^ ionelf bird, 
* Within JOB dark neglected grove! 
Say, was it fancy ? From its throat 
Issu'd a strange and cheerless note ; 
'Twas not so sad as g^ef I heardj 
Nor yet so wildly sweet as love. 

In the deep gloom of yonder delly 
Ambidon's blood-stain'd victims sighed^ 
While time beholdg* without a te^r. 
Fell Desolation hovering near. 
Whose angry blushes seem to telly 
Here Juliana shudd'ring diedl 

As we descended to Elsineur, the town, the Sound, enlivened 
by shipping at anchor and under sail, and the shores of Sweden, 
presented an enchanting prospect, which the brilliancy of the skj 
at this season of the year, in these northern climates,,eiiabled me 
to contemplate till midnigiht. The next morning, as I was quit- 
ting my hotel to take another ramble, the governor of Copenhagen, 
Prince W., and his Princess and suite, who had been spending 
the preceding day at Elsineur, were setting off for the capital : 
they were all crammed ipto a shabby coach, drawn by abc horses 
in rope harness. It is astonishing how little a handsome travelli^ 
equipage is understood upon the Continent. The town, which is 
principally built of brick,, is large, and has a very respectable 
appearance. 

The gardens of Maxie Lyst, or Maria's Deligiit, w^ich are 
within half an English mile of Elsineur, cannot &il to prove 
very interesting to every admirer of our immortal Sha)cespeare. 
I here trod upon the very 9p6t^ wliere, with alli tW uncertainty 
of antiquity, tradition asserts that the father of I&mlet was 
murdered : that affecting drama is doubly dear to me. Its beau- 
ties are above all eulogium ; and I well remember, the desire of 
seeing a ghost occasioned its being the first I ever bdheld. As I 
stood under the shade of a spreading beech, the " Majesty of 
buried Denmark" seemed to say to the afflicted prince : 



' Sleeping within my orchard. 



My custom always in the afternoon. 
Upon my secure hour thine uncle stole. 
With juice of cursed hebenon in a vi«l» 
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And in the porches of mine ears did peur 

The leperoHs distilment 

Thus was I, sleeping, by a brother's hand 

Of life, of crown, of queen, at once dispatch*d. 

Cut oft e'en in the blossoms of my sin, 

UnhooselPd, unappointed, uiianeal'd, 

No reckoning made, but sent to my account. 

With all my imperfi^ctions on my bead. 

A more beautiful spot for such a frightful conference could not 
have been selected. The walks from this celebrated scene^ to 
the tower which overhangs the cliff, and from whence there is a 
fine view of Cronberg Castle, are enchanting. There is a little 
chateau near Hamlet's Orchard belongmg to the Crown Prince, 
who peimits one of his chamberlains, called a kammerherr (a 
nobleman) to reside here : the symbol of his distinction is a singu- 
lar one ; a golden key, ^stened by a blue riband to the back part 
of the body of his coat. 

The spires of the fortress of Cronberg, which appeared im- 
|ne<Uately below me, and the battlements upon which the hapless 
Matilda was permitted to walk during her confinement in tha^ 
castle, excited an irresistible wish to lay before my reader a few 
tf the most affecting circumstances, which passed under its 
gloomy roof during her captivity. 

It is well known what neglect and suffering the Queen, in the 
bloom of youth and beauty, endured, from the fatal imbecility of 
the King's mind, and the hatred and jealousy of Sophia Magdalen, 
the grandmother, and Juliana Maria, the step-mother, of his 
Majesty ; and that the anger of the latter was encreased by Ma- 
tilda's producing a prince, an event which annihilated the hopes 
that Juliana cherished of seeing the elevation of her &vourite son, 
Prince Frederic, to the throne. The Queen, about this period, 
1769, was saved from ruin, only by attaching to her confidence 
the count Struensee, who, sagacious, penetrating, bold, enter- 
prising, and handsome, without the pretensions of birth, had 
ascended to an unlimited power over the will of the sovereign, 
had obtained the reins of government, and had far advanced with 
almost unexampled celerity and unshaken firmness in reforming 
the mighty abuses which encumbered and distorted the finance, 
the iaws, the administration of justice, the police, the marine, 

I 
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the army, and the exchequer, and in short every department of 
government. Struensee restored the Queen to the bosom of her 
sovereign, and, with the assistance of 6ount Brandt, the friend of 
Struensee, environed the King, and made him inaccessible to 
every other person. His Majesty's great delight at this period 
arose from the society of a negro boy, and a little girl about ten 
years of age, who used to amuse him by breaking the windows of 
the palace, soiling and tearing the furniture, and throwing dung 
and turf at the statues in the garden. Struensee experienced the 
tisuai fate of reformers, the abhorrence of those whom he cor- 
rected, and the suspicions or indifference of the people whom he 
served. He dislodged a nest of hornets. Juliana, with the keen 
unwearied vigilance of the tyger-cat, watched her victims frpm 
the gloomy shades of Fredensborg ; where herself and her party, 
consisting of counts Ranzau, KoUer, and others, fixed on the 17th 
of January, 1772, to close the career of their hated rivals: their 
savage resolve was facilitated by the last fatal and infatuated mea- 
sures of Struensee, who beheld too late the phrenzy of precipitate 
systems of reform : he prevailed upon the King to issue an edict 
empowering every creditor to arrest his debtor without reference 
to birth or rank ; the nobility flew to their estates in all directions, 
tvith revenge in their hearts ; he terrified and grievously offended 
the mild and rigid citizens of Copenhagen, by assimilating its 
police to that of Paris, and by disbanding the royal foot-guardsi 
composed of Norwegians, for the purpose of drafting them into 
other regiments. His days, his hours, were now numbered : on 
the night of the 16th of January, a magnificent haifiar6 was given 
at the great palace, since, as I have related, burned. The young 
Queen never looked more lovely : she was the very soul of this 
scene of festive grandeur: 

Grace was in every step, heaven in her eye. 

It was the collected brilliancy of the expiring flame. At three 
o'clock a dead silence reigned throughout the palace: the con- 
spirators, with several guards, passed the bridge over the canal; 
and surrounded the avenues. Juliana, Prince Frederic, and Ran- 
zau, went to the door of the King's apartment, which at first the 
fidelity of a page in waiting refused to unlock; they terrified the 



W 
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monarch by their representations of an impending plot, and thrust 
Into his hands, for signature, the orders for seizing the Queen, 
Struensee, and Brandt. Upon seeing the name of Matilda upoii 
die order, love and reason for a moment took possession of the 
King's ndnd^ and he threw the paper from him, but, upon being 
ardently pressed, he signed it, put his head upon his pillow, 
pulled the bed-cloaths over him, and m a short time forgot what 
ke had done. Koller pi^oceeded to Struensee's room, and being a 
powerful man, seized the latter by the throat, and with some 
nustance sent him and Brandt in a close carriage, strongly guard- 
ed, to the citadel. Ranzau and colonel Eickstadt opened the door 
of the Queen's chamber, and awoke her from profound sleep to 
unexpected horror. These savage intruders are said, upon her 
resisting, to have struck her. The indecency and indignity of the 
scene can scarcely be imagined. After the Queen had hurried 
Ml her cloaths, she wa^ forced into a carriage, attended by a squad- 
ron of dragoons, and sent off to the fortress of Cfo«t>erg. Upon her 
amval,she was supported to her bed-chamber, a cold, damp, stone 
room. Upon observing the bed, she exclaimed, ** Take me away! 
" take me away ! rest is not for the miserable ; there is no rest for 
'* me.** After some violent convulsions of nature, tears came to 
her relief: "Thank God,** said the wretched Queen, "for this 
** Messing ! my enemies cannot rob me of it." Upon hearing the 
voice of her infant, the Princess Louisa, who had been sent after 
her in another carriage, she pressed her to her bosom, kissed her 
with the most impassioned affection, and bathed her with tears. 
•* Ah ! art thou here ?" said she, ** poor unfortunate innocent ; this 
" is indeed some balm to thy wretched mother.** In the capital 
a scene of terror, tumult, and forced festivity followed : at twelve 
o^clock the next day, Juliana and her son paraded the King in his 
state coach, arrayed in his regalia, through the principal streets, 
but only here and there a solitary shout of joy was heard. For 
three days the imprisoned Queen refused to take any food, an4 

** Three times die crossed the shade of sleepless night.'*' 

It is sud that the King never once enquired for her, and now be- 
came the sole property of the infamous Juliana, who guarded her 
treasure with the eye of a basilisk* The court of Great Britain 
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made a mild but firm communicatioii upon the subject of the per* 
sGDal safety of the Queen. Nine commissioners were appmnted 
to examine the priscmers : the following were the principal charges 
against Struensee : 

1 . A horrid deugn against the life of his sacred Majesty. 

2. An attempt to oblige the King to res^;n the crown. 

3. A criminal connection with the Queen. 

4. The improper manner in which he had educated the Prince 
Royal. 

5. The great power and decisive influence he had acquired in 
the goremment of the state. 

6. The manner in which he used this pow^ and influence iA 
the administration of affairs. 

Amongst the charges preferred again^ the count Bnmdt was 
the following ridiculous oat : 

. ^' While the King was playing m hia uwi^i manner with coimt 
^' Brandt) the count bit his Majesty's finger.'' 

Four commissioners proceeded to examine the Queen> vhO| 
with the wretched Constance^ might have exclaimed 



• Here I and Sorrow sit. 



Here is my throne : let kings cooie bow to it 

Her answers were pointed, luminous, and dignified : she denied 

most solemnly any criminal intercourse with Struensee. S -i 

a counsellor of state, abruptly informed the Queen, that Struensee 
had already signed a confession in the highest degree disgraceful 
to the honour and dignity of her Majesty. *' Impossible I" ex- 
claimed the astonished Queen, " Struensee never could make such 
" a confession : and if he did, I here call heaven to witness, that 
" what he said was false." The artful S- played off a master- 
piece of subtilty, which would have done honour to a demon : 
" Well then," said he, " as your Majesty has protested against 
" the truth of his confession, he deserves to die for having so trai- 
" torously defiled the sacred character of the Queen of Denmark." 
This remark struck the wretched Princess senseless in her chair. 
After a terrible conflict between honour and humanity, pale and 
trembling, in a faultering voice she said, " And if I confess what 
" Struensee has said to be true, may he hope for mercy ?" which 
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"^orda ahe pronounced with the most affecting* voices and with all 

the captivatioDs of youth, beauty^ and majestyy in dbtr^s : S 

nodded) as if to assure her of Stmenaee's safety upon those terms, 
and immediately drew up her confession to that efTect,^ and pre- 
sented it to her to sign ; upon this, her frame became agitated with 
the most \aolent emotions ; she took up the pen and began ta 
write her name, and proceeded as far as Carol*-*, when, observing 
the malicious joy which sparkled in the eyes of &■ *', she be- 
came conrinced that the whole was a base stratagem, and, throw- 
ing away the pen, exclaimed^ ^' I am deceived, Struensee never 
^ accused mcr I know him too well ; he never could have been 
♦* guHty of so great a crime.^ She ehdeavoured to rise, but her 
strength failed her ; she sunk down, Mnled, and fell back into her 
chair. In this state, the barbarous and audacious S " put the 

pen between her fingers, which he held and guided, and before 
the n^brtunate Princess could recover, the letters — «'/ia Matilda 
were added. The connnissioners immediately departed, luid left 
her alone: upon her recovering and finding them gone, she con- 
jectured the full horror of her situation* 

To afford some colouring to tlie mock trial which followed^ the 
advocate Uhldal was appointed her defender : his speech on be- 
half of the Queen was in the highest degree able, pathetic, and 
convincing. Uhldal discharged such duties as in a few years af- 
terwards devolved upon the eloquent Malsherbes, and with equal 
effect: the Dlustrious clients of both were prejudged: it was the 
show of justice, not to investigate, but to give a spurious eclat to 
their fate. How opposite was this tribunal to that which Sheridan, 
in a blaze of eloquence, apostrophized upon the trial of Warren 
Hastings, esq. ! " From such a base caricature of justice," ex- 
claimed the orator, " I turn my eyes with horror. I turn them 
" here to this dignified and high tribunal, where the Majesty of real 
" Justice sits enthroned. Here I perceive her in her proper robes 
" of truth and mercy, chaste and simple, accessible and patient, 
** awful without severity, inquisitive without meanness ; her love- 
** liest attribute appears in stooping to raise the oppressed, and to 
" bind up the wounds of the afflicted." 

The grand tribimal divorced the Queen, and separated her for 
ever from the King, and proposed to blemish the birth of the 
Princess Louisa, by their decree, and reduce the little innocent 
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to that orphanage ^ which springs not from the grave, that falls 
<< not from the hand of Providence, or the stroke of death ;" but 
the cruel design was never executed. Uhldal also exerted aU the 
powers of his eloquence for the two unfortunate counts. Humankjr 
revolts at their sentence, which the unhappf King, it is said, signed 
with thoughtless gaiety. They had been confined from the seven- 
teenth of January, and, on the twenty-eighth of March, at eleven 
o^clock, were drawn out to execution in two separate carriages, in 
a field near the east gate of the town : Brandt ascended the scaf- 
f(M first, and displayed the most undaunted intrepidity. After his 
sentence was read, and his coat of arms torn, lie calmly prayed m 
few minutes, and then spoke with great mildness to the people. 
Upon the executioner endeavouring to assist him in taking off 
his pelisse, he said, '^ Stand off! do not presume to touch mel 
iie then stretched out hb hand, which, without shiinkiag fr^m 
the blow, was struck off, and almost at the same moment his 
Jiead was severed from his body. Struensee, during this bloody 
scene, stood at the bottom of the scaffold in trembling agopy, 
and became so faint when his friend^s blood gushed thvomgh 
the boards, and trickled down the steps, that he was obliged to 
be supported as he* ascended them : here his courage wholly 
forsook him ; he several times drew back his hand, which was 
dreadfuUy maimed before it was cut off, and at length he was 
obliged to be held down before the executioner could perform his 
la^ office. Copenhagen was unpeopled on the day of this savage 
laciifice ; but, although the feelings of the vast crowd which 
anrrounded the scaffold had been lurtfully wrought upon by Juliana 
and her partizans, they beheld the scene of butchery with horror, 
and retired to their homes in sullen silence. Nothing but the 
spirited conduct of our then ambassador, Sir Robert Keith, pre^ 
vented the Queen from being immolated at the same time. 

On the 27th of May, a squadron of two British frigates and 
a cutter, under the command of the gallant captain Macbride, 
cast anchor off Helsingfors, and on the 30th every thing was 
finally arranged for the removal of the Queen : upon the barge 
being announced, she clasped her infant daughter to her breast, 
and shed upon her a shower of tears. The Queen then sunk into 
an apparent stupor ; upon recovering, she prepared to tear herself 
away, but the voice, the smiles, and endearing motions of the 
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babe chained her to the spot ; at last, summoning up all her reso« 
lution, she once more took it to her arms, and, in all the ardour 
and agony of distracted love, imprinted upon its lips the farewei 
kiss, and returning it to the attendant, exclaimed, " Away ! away ! 
I now possess nothing here," and was supported to the barge in 
a state of agony which baffles description. Upon the Queen ap- 
proaching the frigate, the squadron saluted her as the sister of 
his Britannic Majesty, and when she came on board, captain 
Macbride hoisted the Danish colours, and insisted upon the for- 
tress of Cronberg saluting her as Queen of Denmark, which sa- 
lute was returned with two guns less. The squadron then set 
sail for Stade, in the Hanoverian dominions, but, owing to con- 
trary winds, was detained within sight of the castle the whole 
day, and ih the early part of the following morning its spires 
were still faintly visible, and, until they completely faded in the 
mist of distance, the Queen sat upon the deck, her eyes rivetted 
upon them, and her hands clasped in silent agony. Shall we fol- 
low the wretched Matilda a little farther ? The path is solitary, 
very short, and at the end of it is her tomb. Upon her landing 
at Stade she proceeded to a little remote hunting-seat, upon the 
borders of the Elbe, where she remained a few months, until the 
castle of Zell, destined for her future residence, was prepared for 
her : she removed to it in the autumn. Here her little court was 
remarked for its elegance and accomplishments, for its bounty to 
the peasantry, and the cheerful serenity which reigned through- 
out. The Queen spent much of her time alone ; and, having 
obtained the portraits of her children from Denmark, she placed 
them in a retired apartment, and frequently addressed them in 
the most affecting manner, as if present. 

So passed away the time of this beautiful and accomplished 
exile, until the eleventh of May, 1775, when a rapid inflamma- 
tory fever put a period to her afflictions in the twenty-fourth year 
of her age. Her coffin is next to that of the dukes of Zell. 
Farewei poor Queen! 

** Ah! while we sigh we sink, and $Te what we deplore." 
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CHAP. VI. 



^aOSS THE SOUND— SWEDEN — CINDERELLA*S MtCB— HAPID TmAVEL- 
LijIO— >>ST1tANCE qUBSTIOK-^EOOF-GEAZINO— MISLED BY THE 
LIGHT— A DISCOVERY— A CAYTION— A FEENCU HOTEL. 

4 

.The traveller will do right to obtain letters of introduction to 
Mr. Fenwicki our consul at Elsineur : they will be the means of 
making him acquainted with an amiable and highly i^spectable 
family, whose manners, information, and hospitality, must afford 
gratification. In the evening we procured a boat, embari^ed our- 
selves and baggage, and, by the assistance of a gentle breeze, 
that just curled the water, we crossed the Sound, about four 
English miles in breadth, and in three quarters of an hour found 
ourselves in Sweden. We passed close by Cronberg Castle, which 
stands upon a peninsular point the nearest to Sweden. I was a- 
gfldn forcibly struck with the abbey-like appearance of this build- 
ing : it now forms the residence of the governor of Elsineur. It 
mounts three hundred and sixty-five pieces of cannon, and its 
subterranean apartments will hold more than a regiment of men. 
Fame, at one period, assigned to it the character of the impreg- 
nable and impassable fortress. On the celebrated second of April, 
admirals Parker and Nelson passed it with perfect security, and 
disdained to return a shot. Two Britii^ seventy-fours judiciously 
moored, and well served, would, in a short time, blow all its 
boasted bastions and intrenchments at the moon. No visitor, 
without special permission from the governor (seldom granted), 
is allowed to put his foot upon the drawbridge : why all this cau- 
tion is used, I know not ; perl;ij|ps to keep up the mystery of 
invhicibility. For my part, I arif so well assured that the policy 
of power is unostentatiously to shew itself, that, could I have dis- 
charged a paper bullet from my little boat into this redoubted 
castle, I would have enclosed in it this sentence : " Where there 
is concealment there is apprehension." This place was open to 
every one, until the wand of Fatima was broken on the second, of 
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Apnl. The Crown-battery is a place of real force, and even 
Englkhmen are permitted to see it without the least difficulty. 

We disembarked under the steep and rocky shores of Helsin- 
borg, a small town upon a long pier, where the carriage was 
landed with considerate risk and difficulty ; and I warn those 
who travel with one, to take good care that they cross the Sound 
in calm weather,, as it is obliged to be lifted out of the boat by 
mere manual strength. On landing, a Swedish hussar, a fine- 
looking fellow, in blue loose trowsers and jacket, with his two 
side-locks plaited, and fiistened at the end by little weights of lead, 
demanded very ciirilly our passports ; and, whilst he went to the 
commander with them, we paid our robust boatinen in Dioilsh 

money » 

Dollars Moks SkUlings 
For the boat - - 3 

Carriage - - 2 

Drink Money - - 3 

We now settled all our accounts with Denmark, and proceeded 
to a very neat little inn, not hr from the shore, where we found 
poijafbrtable accommodations, which I suppose are improved by 
the ne^hbourhood of Ramlos, where the nobility of this province 
assemble every season to drink the waters. Having refreshed 
ourselves with some excellent coffee, we hastened to the duties 
pf the evening, which proved a very busy one, for we. intended 
to start direct for Stockholm at five o'clock in the morning, and 
our impatience cost our pride nothing less than figuring away a 
fpw days afterwards in the Stockholm Gazette, as a couple of 
couriers, just landed. The reader who never means to make a 
nearer a|^roach to Sweden than from his fireside to his library, 
may as well pass over the following dull but necessary detail of 
money, niters : 

SWEDISH MONEY. 

SILVER. 

13 Runstycks mi^e 1 sldlling. 
48 Skillings — ^ 1 silver dollar or Banco dollar. 
1 Silver dollar is worth at par five shillings English. 

PAPER. 

The notes of Government are in^Piotes, Ricksgalds, and Banco 
dollars* 

K 
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A t^lote is equal to 16 skillings, or one third of a silver dollar^ 
or U. Sd. English. This small paper is vtry useful to travel- 
lers. 

A Rick9gald9 dollar carries an agio of 50 per cent* ; so that 
one silver dollar is equal to one and a half of a Ricksgalds dol- 
lar. 

A Banco dollar is worth at par S9. EngHshi the same as the 
silver dc^lar. 

N. B. Banco money is both coin and paper. 

To the Swedish collector of the customs we paid 

Drt. Marks. Sks. 

For tax and wharfage - - 2 12 

Porterage - - 1 12 

We paid also a little sum to the custom-house officer for a slight 
search* 

Whilst we were settling these little matters, a young fellow, 
from whose face the picture of honesty might have been penciled, 
with the additional recommendation of a military hat, cockade 
and feather, such as might belong to the rank of a Serjeant, made 
a low bow, and an application, which will be more clearly un- 
derstood when the reader is informed that in Sweden, the tra- 
veller who is not willing to wait an hour and a half for his horses 
at the end of a post, will take special care to dispatch, some 
hours before he sets off, an avant courier, called a vorbodcj who 
will proceed to the end of the journey for a mere trifle per mile 
Swedish, which is equal to six miles and three quarters English, 
and will order horses to be ready at the proper post-houses, at 
the hours which are mentioned in his instructions* 

The peasants are obliged by law to furnish the adjoining post- 
houses with a certain number of horses, according to the value of 
their farms, and are under the control of the post-master. The 
horses are obliged to remain twenty*four hours at the post-house : 
their owners are paid for their time and trouble, if a traveller ar- 
rives ; if not, they lose both. This regulation must be oppressive 
tp the peasant, and injurious to agriculture, and calls loudly for 
amelioration. The price of posting is twelve skillings» or eight 
pence English, for a horse, per Swedish mile* When the post- 
house happens to be in a town, the price is doubled. The object 
of our visitor was to state that he was going to Feltza (a great 
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part of the way to Stockholm)^ and if wc would pay for the hire of 
a little cart and horse he would act as our Torbode, and carry some 
of the luggage : to these terms we soon acceded, and he retired to 
rest, in order to< start at two o'clock in the morning, which he did 
in a little carriage, somewhat of the size and shape of that which 
in London I have seen drawn by a large mastiff, and filled with 
dogs' meat. Our servant, who had been in Swetlen before, and 
knew its characteristic honesty, entrusted him with his trunk, to 
which we added another. Our next care was to prepare our rope 
harness, as our tackling was to be entirely of a new construction, 
and to lay in provision for the journey, the most valuable part of 
which was some ribs of roasted mutton, cooked after our own 
fashion; but lo I and behold ! when we rose in the morning, our ^ 
basket in which it had been most carefully deposited, had been 
rifled by some vile dog, and only a mangled and indented wreck 
remained. The unprovided traveller may vainly expect to find 
any thing which he can eat on the road ; even eggs in this part of 
the country are a rarity. 

As I had it in contemplation to spend the winter at Venice or 
Rome, I was obliged with regret to proceed direct to Stockholm, 
instead of vidting Carlscrona, the celebrated Swedish ai*senal, the 
town of which we understood was much improved since its revival 
af^er the dreadful conflagration of 1790, and that the new docks, 
hewn out of rocks of granite, as far as they are advanced, are mar- 
vellous moniiments of labour and enterprise. For the same rea- 
son also I was obliged to relinquish the gratification of seeing 
Gotheborg, the second city of Sweden, and the stupendous falls 
and works of Trolhaetta, In these routes I am informed that pro- 
visions and accommodations are better. A lucky discovery made 
by our good-humoured host in his pantry, supplied the m,elan- 
cholly emptiness of our basket, with an admirable piece of cold 
stewed beef, and thus provided we commenced our journey. Our 
servant drove us, attended by two peasants, to whom the horses 
belong^ ; one of them was seated on the box, and the other stood 
behind the carriage, yet with such a weight our four little horses 
conveyed us with the most surprising velocity. The animals 
looked as if Cinderella's protective Genius had waved her wand 
over them, and had nused them from mice to the rank of tiny 
horses : they started in full gallop, and scarcely ever slackened 
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their pace, until they had reached the end of their post. The 
peasants drive very skilfully, and it is not unusual to see a hloom- 
ing damsel assume the reins. The roads, which are of rock, thinly 
covered with gravel and earth, are said to he, and I beHere widi 
truth, the finest in the world. We accomplished several stages 
at the rate of thirteen and even fourteen English miles an hour. 
At the end of each stage the traveller is presented with a book 
called a dagbok, to enter his name, his age, whence he came, 
whither he is going, the number of horses, and whether he is 
satisfied with his postilion. 

The spring here is scarcely perceived ; and although it was tiie 
seventeenth of June, the morning air was very cold and nipping. 
Our road lay through Scone or Scania, said to be one of the finest 
provinces of Sweden. The nightingale has seldom been known 
to extend her northern visit beyond this province,/and even here 
she but feebly pours ^^ her amorous descant." Farther northward, 
only magpies, woodpeckers, crows, and birds of the rocky are to 
found. We passed through forests of beech and fir; many of the 
latter were blasted, and had a very picturesque appearance. The 
first stage was sixteen English miles, during which the only ani- 
mated creatures we saw were a group of dancing goats, and a boy 
with a flageolet, going to the fair. Between Astrop and Lynngby 
is one of the most convenient ferries on which I ever floated : we 
drove upon it without any difficulty, and were immediately con* 
veyed to the other side. At the first post-house where we stop- 
ped my astonishment was not a little excited, by the peasants, 
whimsically enough, as I then thought, asking us to tell them 
where their beloved king was. 

The first day we dined at Orke Ginga under the porch of a 
little cottage : the scenery about us was very desolate and dreary. 
As we skirted some of the lakes, which abound in Sweden, we saw 
the peasant women, half*knee deep in water, washing their linen : 
they looked hardy and happy. The architect must ever be go- 
verned by nature in the size, shape, and materials of his building. 
Sweden is one continued rock of granite, covered with fir : hence 
the cottages, which are only one story high, and many of the su- 
perior houses, are constructed of wood, the planks of which are let 
into each other in a layer of moss, and the outside is painted of a 
red colour; the roof is formed with the bark of the birch, and 
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covered with turf^ whkfa generally presents a bed of -grass su^ 
ficiently high for the scythe of the mower. The floors of the 
rooms are strewed with the slips of young fir, which give them die 
appearance of litter and disorder, and the smell is &r from being 
pleasant. Nothing can be more dreary than winding through the 
forests, which every now and th^i presem to the weary eye little 
patches of cleared ground, where firs had been felled by fire, the 
stumps o£ which, to a considerable hmght, were left in the ground, 
and, at a distance, resemUed so many large stones. Inexhaustible 
abundance of wood induces the peasant to think it labour lost to 
root them up, and they remain to augment the general dreariness 
of the scenery. 

The population in both the provinces of Scania and Smaland is 
very thinly difl^sed : except in the very few towns between Flens- 
borg and Stockholm, the abode of man but rarely refreshes the 
eye of the weary traveller. At dawn of day, and all day long, he 
moves in a forest, and at night he sleeps in one. The only birds 
we saw were woodpeckers. The peasantry are poorly housed and 
clad; yet, amidst such discouraging appearances, their cheeks 
boast the bloom of health and the smile of content. Their cloaths 
and stockings are generally of light cloth ; their hats raised in the 
crown, pointed at top, with a large broad rim, and round their 
waist they frequently wear a leathern girdle, to which are fastened 
two knives in a leather case. The country in these provinces ap- 
pears to be very sterile ; only small portions of its rocky surface 
were covered with a sprinkling of vegetable mould. 

One day, wearied by the eternal repetition of firs, we were, with- 
out the least preparation, suddenly enlivened by the sounds of a 
military band, and an abrupt op^iing in the forest displayed, as 
by enchantment, an encampment of a fine regiment of the Lind- 
koping, or, as it is pronounced, Lkidchipping infantry : their uni* 
form, which is national, is blue faced with yellow. The instan* 
taneous trandtion from the silence and gloom of woods to the 
gsdety and bustle <rf the camp was very pleasing. 

At the next post from this sprightly spot, whilst we;,were chang- 
ing horses, our servant was again addressed by a respectable pea- 
sant, who, with a serious face, asked him, as he was a foreigner, 
to be good enough to tell him in what part of the world his be- 
kyved king was. Heavens 1 thought I, how strange it is that these 
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virtuous people, who are so much attached to their sotereign, 
should not know where he is ; and how happy niust that prince be 
who is enquired after with so much affection and solicitude ! 

We dinedat Johnkopping, or, as the Swedes call it, Johnchippig: 
it is a well-built town of wooden houses, situated on the extremity 
of the lake Wettem, which is about one hundi^ English miles 
long. At dinner, here, and every where in Sweden, we found that 
the bread and cheese had in them an immense number of caraway 
seeds, by which they were not improved. 

In our road to Grenna we passed by the base of vast impending 
rocks, and commanding a fine view of this lake, upon wliich we 
saw an island about twelve miles long. The Weller lake, which 
lies further to the north-west, has, I am: informed, two hundred 
trading vessels upon its bosom, many of which are ships of con- 
siderable tonnage, and its shears are so wide that ships are fre- 
quently out of sight of them. 

I mentioned thjat sometimes the grass grew very high upom the 
houses ; a singular instsmce of this occurred just before we reach- 
ed Nordkoping, or Nordcliipping. We saw a sheep grazing upcm 
the side of a smith's house, which was low ; an adjoining pigstye 
had afforded the poor animal an easy ascent, and he appeared to 
enjoy himself as comfortably as if he had been in a rich well- 
watered meadow. 

Nordkoping is in East Gothland, is a large and handsome town, 
and ranks tliird to the capital ; but the appearance of so many 
houses covered witli high grass excites an impression of poverty 
and wretchedness which their interior immediately dispels. The 
principal beauty of this place is produced by the waters of the river 
Motala, which, at that part, where the principal manufactories are, 
descends in broken masses with uncommon violence, and presents 
the appearance of a fine cascade. The town has a high mercantile 
character: its principal manu&ctories consist of brass, cloth, 
paper, and guns. We made a curious mistake here. On the 
evening of our arrival, after tea, as we strolled in the streets, we 
were Surprised to find them so silent and apparently deserted ^ for 
we only saw very few persons who were slowly moving home- 
wards : at length eleven distinct strokes of the church clock satis- 
fied us that sleep liad hushed the population of the town. At this 
time the light was equal to that of a fine day in London, which, 
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united to our ignorance of the time, and to our having just drank 
tea when we ought to hare supped, produced our error. We were 
pressed the next day to spend it with a very respectable inhabitant; 
but were obliged to decline his civilities, alledging that our horses 
were ordered. As the little compliment which he paid us is cha- 
racteristic of the hospitable urbanity of the well-bred people <^ this 
country, I must be permitted to state that our amiable friend re- 
plied-^'^ It is the first time that a Swede ever doubted an English- 
^ man ; but I must attend you to the inn, to see if your reason bie 
*^, a sincere one, that I may reclaim you if it is not; and if it is, 
^ that I may see the last of you." 

Ji9 we ascended the hills which surround Nordkoping, the 
scenery below was highly picturesque and beautiful, and is said to 
resemble that of Swisserlttod, consisting of vast rocks, lakes, forests 
of fir, and scattered hamlets* This was by far the finest prospect 
which I beheld in Sweden. It is singular that Sweden should 
abound with lakes and rivers, whilst Denmark, an adjoining coun- 
try, should be so destitute of both. Whilst our horses were 
changing^ at the next post, I walked forward, and was much en- 
chanted with the romantic scenery which surrounded a neat little 
peasant's cotuge. Out flew my sketch-book and my pencil, but 
the latter would do nothing but write verses. 

A SWEDISH COTTAGE. 

Here, far from all the pomp ambition seeks. 
Much sought, but only whilst untasted prais'd^ 

Content and Innocence, with rosy cheeks. 
Enjoy the simple shed thehr hands have rais'd. 

On a grey rock it standsy whose fi^etted base 
The distant cat'ract's murm'ring waters lavc) 

Whilst, o'er its grassy roof, with varying g^ace. 
The slender branches of the white birch wave. 

Behind, the forest fir is heard to sigh. 
On which the pensive ear delights to dwells 

Andf AS the gazing stranger passes by» 
The^azing goat looks up and rings his bell. 

Oh! in my native land, ere life's decline. 
May such a spot,, so wild> so sweet, be mine! 
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Fortunate would it be for the peaaantrjry as well as the traveUery 
if I could preaent this cottage as a representation of aU the cot- 
tages in Sweden. In the interior of these abodes of simpllcitx^ a 
stranger is struck with the pastoral appearance if£ Unes <^ large 
round cakes of bread, made of rye and oats> as broad as a cchiibimi 
platet and about the thickness of a finger, with a hole in the nii* 
die, through which a string or stick is passed, and suspended £rom 
the ceilings: this bread is very hard, but sweet. The peasants 
bake only once, at most twice, in the year: in tinges of scardtf 
UMKyaM the bark of the birch weH pounded, the hard cmudslencf 
of which requires the jaws of a stone-eater to penetrate. The 
fat^ily presents a perpetual scene of industry in wearing coarse 
doths, spinning thread, or carding fiax. They drink a poor 
wretched beer ; buti in most of their posit-houses, a tranreller iaaun 
to find excellent coffee and sugar. Amongst the peasantry we 
saw several Swedish women with Uack.crape veils: in the winter 
they afford protection to the eye against the glare of the anow^ 
andf ii^ the summer, against the fierce and sparkling reflecdon of 
the sun upon the rqcks. We were surprised to find that almost 
the only cun:ency of the country was paper. I never saw, although 
I understood the coin had been much improved, but one bit of 
silver, from our entering until we quitted Swod^. 

Upon our arrival at Feltja, the last post to the capUal, our vor^ 
bode took leave of us, and expressed very affectionately his regret 
that he could not proceed with our luggage &rther. We were 
much pleased with his civility on the road ; for he halted every 
evening at the same inn with us, and started three or four hours 
before us every morning, to have our horses ready at the different 
posts ; and indeed I never saw a more frank, honest-looking fellow. 

We entered the suburbs of Stockholm over a long floating 
bridge under a gate, and, at the custom-house which adjoins it, 
we underwent a rigorous examination, which we could neither 
mitigate by money nor persuasion : it was the delay only that we 
dreaded. The search, however, introduced us to a very into- 
resting secret. Just as I had finished, in my careless way, sit- 
ting upon one of the tnn^s which had been strapped, a little 
eulogium in my memorandum-book upon- the simple fidelity of 
our young Swede, we discovered the cause of his having so ten- 
deriy regretted that he could proceed no farther with us than 
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Fehja. His vorbodeMfi had, during his custody of our trunks, 
picked their locks, and made free with a great coat, nankeen 
breeches, some shirts and handkerchiefs; but what our poor 
servant, who partook of the loss, regretted most, although I 
never witnessed greater philosophy in grief, was a golden locket, 
given to him by some cherry-lipp'd princess or another, to prevent 
the usual effects of time and distance on roving lovers. Some 
wanderers, like Voltaire's traveller, who, observing that the host 
of the first inn he entered had carotty locks, made a memoran- 
dum that all the men of that country were red-haired, would, 
from this* unexpected development, have protested against the 
honesty of all Sweden. Heavens ! what a fool should I have 
been, had I permitted the. felonious treachery of this fellow to 
make me think unworthily of a race of men through ages so 
justly renowned for their valour and their virtue : perhaps Swe- 
den never enrolled thi^ man amongst her children. The forbid* 
den fruit too was pkced close to his lips, and all suspicion and 
vigUance withdrawn ; and forlorn indeed would be the condition 
of society, if property had no other protection than an appeal to 
the virtues of mankind. Our misfortune, however, was a feathery 
compared to that which befel an English merchant on this very 
spot a few days before, who was proceeding to Petersburg ; and, 
as it may operate as a serviceable caution, I shall mention it. 
In. his packages were some English bonnets, gloves, and shoes^ 
presents to some beloved sisters : the rude talons of the law 
pounced upon the whole collection, and condenmed their unfor* 
tunate bearer to the penalty of jC130. Having replaced our goods 
and chattels, we proceeded, passing through a suburbal part of 
more than an English mile long, terribly paved with large un- 
wieldy and unequal stones, and entered the city, which promised 
us great gratification. We drove to the Hotel FrancaU^ so called 
perchance, because not a soul in the house could speak a word 
of French. Like Bottom's idea, in the Midsummer Night's 
Dream, *' I will get Peter Quince to write a ballad of this 
<^ dream : it shall be called Bottom* 9 Dreanij because it hath no 
<< bsottom" After groping up a dark winding stone staircase, we 
were, with much difiicuUy, shewn into a comfortable suite of 
apartments. It is surprising that the hotels in Stockholm are so 

&w and so bad. 

L 
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CHAP. VIL 



ITATIOKAL WBLCOMK— BRIEF DBSCBIPTION OF STOCKHOLM-^A GREAT 
GENIUS IN DECLINE — PAINTING — SHORT SKETCH OF GUSTAVUS III 
FEMALE STRATAGEM THE PALACE STATE BED — THE OPERA- 
ROUSE — ASSASSINATION — FORGIVENESS A HINT NOT INTENDED TO 

OFFEND. 

In the morning our slumbers were gently dispelled by music^ 
which " came o'er our ears like the sweet south." According to 
the custom of the country, several musicians, I befievc belonging 
to the military band, serenaded us at our chamber door, with some 
exquisite soft national airs, which induced us to rise. After break- 
fast we ascended an eminence of rock called Mount Moses, in the 
south suburb, from whence We beheld in a bird's eye view this 
singular and beautiftil city, which appears to be a little larger than 
Bristol, is situated in 59 deg. 20 min. of northern latitude, and 
stands upon a small portion of two peninsulas and seven islands 
of grey granite, washed by a branch of the Bsdtic, the lake Maekr 
and the streams that flow from it. The palace, a large quadran- 
gular building, uniting elegance to grandeur, rises from the centre 
of the city, which it commands in all directions. It will be more 
particularly described afterwarcls. The mercliants* houses, which 
are in the south suburb, run parallel with the spacious quay, and 
front the ships which are moored close to it, are lofty, and in a 
graceful style of Italian architecture. Most of the buildings, rising 
amphitheatrically one above another, are cither stone or brick stuc- 
coed, of a white or light yellow colour, and the roofs are covered 
with dark or light brown tiles, and presents wijh the surrounding 
scenery of scattered half-covered rock, thin forests of fir, the lake, 
and the windings of the Baltic, a most romantic and enchanting 
prospect. The streets are very badly paved. 

' The reputation of Sergell the statuary speedily attracted us to 
his house, where we beheld his beautiful Cupid and Psyche, which 
he has determined shall not be sold, until that event shall have hap- 
pened which stops and sanctifies the works of genius. These 
figures display the finest conceptions of feeling, grace, and ele- 
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gancc, an4 heartily did I rejoice to find it in that country, whkh 
I trust will never permit it to be removed. In a temporary build- 
ing, we had also the g^tification of seeing the colossal pedestrian 
statue of tl^e late Gustavus III, in bronze, which had just been 
cast, and was then polishing : it is a present from the citizens of 
Stockholm,, and will cost when finished, 40,000/. and is intended 
to commemorate the marine victory, obtained by that illustrious 
prince over the Russians, in 1790. The King, with a mild but in- 
trepid countenance, which I was informed is a most faithful like- 
ness of him, is represented holding a rudder in one hand, and ex- 
tending an olive branch with the other : he is attired in the very 
graceful costume which he introduced, resembling that of the old 
Spanish, and the feet are sandaUed. It is a noble work of art, and 
may, in all human probalnlity, be considered as the last effort of 
its distinguished author : a pedestal of one solid block of porphyry 
is already raised near the palace, to receive it upon the quay, which 
in that part is formed into a crescent. 

Sergell, so long and so justly celebrated, is rapidly descending 
iirto the vale of years, and although honoured and enriched, a 
morbid melancholy, such as might arise from neglect and poverty^ 
disrobes his graceful occupation of her attractions, and renders 
him disgusted with himself and with the world. It has been said, 
and very justly, that only extreme mental wretchedness can make 
a man indifferent to the applauses of his fellow-creatures : such is 
the forlorn case of the great but hai^ess-Sergell ; the friends of 
his youth have no charm lor him, the admiratipn of his country- 
men and of foreigners no exhilaration. Viuble only to his work- 
men, and that reluctantly, the illustrious artist is sinking into the 
melancholy misanthrope i but when his hand shall no longer dis- 
play its skill, taste will worship, and wealth will covet, the marble 
which it has touched, and time will enrol his name amongst the 
most fiivoured sons of Genius. 

In pundng, the two Martins, who are brothers, may be con- 
sidered as reflecting considerable honour upon their country; one 
of them, I believe the youngest, has painted and engraved a aeries 
of views of Stockholm wkh great fidelity and beauty. 

In the academy of sculpture and painting, raised by Adolphus 
• Frederick, are some fine casts, said to be the first impressions of 
the only moulda ever permitted to be taken from the antiques at 
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Rome: tbey were given to Chartes XI» by Loius XIV. There 
are also some casts from the bas-reliefs of Trajan's column. The 
children of tradesmen are gratuitously taught to draw in this in* 
stitution, that their minds may be fUraished with impressions fji 
taste in those trades which are susceptible^ of them. All the 
pupils funiish their own crayons and paper : out of the funds of 
the academy) a certain number are sent into foreign countries to 
im];Hx>Ye themsielves. The funds, unaided, would be inadequate 
to the object, but the munificence of public spirited individuids, 
which throughout Sweden is very great, has hitherto supplied 
^e deficiency. 

The academy of sciences was founded in 1739, and consists of 
6ne hundred members and foreign associates. Their researches, 
reputed to possess conuderaUe learning ai^d ability, arfe published 
every tl^ree months in the Swedish language. The cabinet of 
natural history is enriched with several rare cc^ections, pardcu*- 
larly with subjects which occurred in one of captain Cook's 
q^tumnavigations, deposited in the academy by Mr. S^^armann. 

Most of. the living artists of Sweden owe their elevation and 
consequent famb to the protective hand of the late king, Gustavus 
III, a prince, who, to the energies and capacities o£ an illustrious 
warrior, united all the refined elegances of the most accomj^«hed 
gentleman: Ms active spirit knew no repose; at one time the 
viTorld beheld him amidst the most formidi^le difficulties and 
dangers, leading his fleets to glory m the boisterous billows of the 
BaMc ; at another time it marked him amidst the ruins of Italyv 
collecting with a sagacious eye, and profuse hand, the rich mate- 
riids i<k ameliorating the taste and genius of his own country. 
What Frederic the Great was to Berlin, Gustavus the Third was 
to Stockholm : almost every object which embelli^es this beau- 
tiful city arose from his patronage, frequently from his own de- 
signs, and will be durable monuments of that capacious and 
graceful inind, which, had not death arrested, would, in the pro-* 
foiion of its munificeuce, have impoverished the country which 
it adorned. This prince derived what hereditioy talent he pos- 
sessed from Us mother Ulrica, who, by a capacious and highly 
cuidvaied mind, displayed that she was worthy of being the sister 
of Frederic the Great. Her marriage vrith Adolphus Frederic 
was the fruit of her own unassisted address, which, as it has 
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some novehy, I shall relate : The court and senate of Sweden 
sent an ambassador incognito to BeHtn, to watch and report upon 
the characters and dispositions of Frederic's two nnmarried sis- 
tersy Ulrica and Amelia, the former of whom had the reputation 
of being very haughty, crafty, satirical and capricious ; and the 
Swedish court had already pretty nearly determined in iavour of 
AmeHa, who was remarkaible for the attraction of her i^rson and 
the sweetness of her mind. The mbsion of the ambassador wat 
soon buzzed abroad, and Amelia was overwhelmed with misery; 
on account of her insuperable objection to renounce the tenets of 
Calvin for those of Luther : in this state of wretchedness she 
implored the assistance of her uster-s counsels to prevent an 
imidn so repugnant to her happiness. The wary Ulrica advised 
her to assume the most insolent and repulsive deportm^ to every 
one, in the presence of the Swedish ambassador. Which advice 
she followed, whilst Ulrica put on all those amiable qudities which 
her sister had provisionally laid aside : erery one, Ignomit of the 
cause, was astonished at the change ; the aihbassadbr informed 
his court, that fiune had completely mistaken the two sisters, and 
had actually reversed their reciprocal good ai^d bad qualities; 
Ulrica was consequently preferred, and mounted the throne of 
Sweden, to the no little mortification of Amelia^ who too late 
discovered the stratagem of her sister and her adviser. 

A traveller will find much gratification in occasionally dining 
at the merchants^ club, to whkh stmngers are introduced by sub- 
scribers ; here we found the dinners excellent, and served up in 
a handsome style at a very moderate expense ; the apartments 
are elegant, consisting of a noble dinner-room, an anti«room, a 
biUiard^oom, and a reading-room where the foreign papers are 
taken in. The view from the rooms over the Msler, upon th^ 
rocky cliffs, crowned with straggling parts of the suburbs, is 
very beautiful. There is another chib superior to this in style 
and expense, but as the rdoms were under repair, its meetings 
vrere suspended. One afitemoon, as I was quitting die merchants* 
ckd) to go to the church of Ridderholm, the quay in that quarter 
presented an uncommonly crowded appearance of gaiety and vi* 
vacity ; the little canal which runs under the bridge leading to 
the church was covered vritfa boats filled vnth gariands and small 
poles wreathed with flowers ; the old and the young, the lame 
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end the vigorous, pressed eagerly forward to purchase these rural 
decorations, destined to honour the festival of St. John, wluch 
was to take place the following day. 

The national religion of Sweden is Lutheran, but without jea- 
lousy it is pleased with seeing every man worship his God in his 
own #ay. 

The palace is well worthy of notice : it is built of brick stuccoed, 
and stained of a light yellow, the four sides of which are visible to 
the different quarters of the city. This very elegant edifice was 
begun by Charles XI and finished by Gustavus III : it is composed 
of four stories, three large and one smidl; in the fix>nt are twen- 
ty-three noble windows ; ten Doric columns support a like num- 
ber of Ionic cariatides, surmounted by te^ Corinthian pilasters ; 
the roof ia^ Italian. At either end of the grand entrance, which 
fiices the north si^burbs, is a bronze lion ; the basement story is of 
granite, and the arch of the doors towards the quay are composed 
of rude masses of that rock ; on this side there are parterres over 
two projecting galleries, and a garden; the chapel is very rich, 
imd opposite to it is the hall for the meeting of the Estates, where 
the seats are amphitheatrically arranged ; those of the nobles on 
the right of the throne, and those of the clergy, the bourgeois, 
and peasants on the left ; there^ is a gallery round it, and the 
whole has a grand effect. As only tlie senators and their ladies 
have the privilege of entering the grand court in their carriage on 
court days, those who are not possessed of this rank are as much 
exposed in bad weather as the English ladies of ^shion are when 
they pay their respects to their Majesties at St. James's, where 
many a fidr one, enveloped in a mighty hoop, is frequently obliged 
to tack according to the wind. Not many years since, an erect 
stately duchess dowager, in endeavouring to reach her carriage, 
right in the wind's eye, was completely blown down. 

I consider myself fortunate in seeing the Kiilg's museum im- 
mediately after the opening of several packages containing five 
hundred valuable paintings and antique statues from Italy, where 
they had beea purchased about eleven years since, by Gustavus 
III, but owing to the French revolution and the wars which it 
engendered, were prevented from reaching the place of their des- 
tination before: they lay in great conftision, and some of them 
were much damaged. Among the antique statues were those of 
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Cicero and Caracalla, wonderfuUf fine. The state-rooms are on 
the third story, to swhich there is a most tedious ascent, under 
arcades of porphyry. Prince Charles's apartments, which are the 
first, are superb : his little drawing-room is well worthy of notice, 
the seats of which are in the form of a divan : at their back is a 
vast magnificent horizontal mirror, the frame of which is of yellow 
and purple-coloured glass, and was*presented by the reigning Em- 
peror of Russia. The Queen's apartments are elegant, but the 
windows are old fashioned, heavy, very large, high from the floor, 
and look into a quadrangular court ; however^ if they command no 
fine scenes in the summer, they are warmer in the winter, a better 
thing of the two in such a climate. There are several pretty little 
rooms, called cozing or chit-chat rooms ; nothing could be more 
neat, snug, and xomfortable, or better adapted for the enjoyments 
of unrestrained conversation. The King's ap2^menl% are very 
handsome, some of the rooms are adorned with beautiful Gobeline 
tapestry from Paris. 

The chamber most interesting to us was that in which Gustavus 
III expired. We saw the bed on which he lay, from the time 
that he was brought wounded to the palace from the masquerade 
at the opera-house, until he breathed his last. In this room it was 
that the dying prince personally examined his murderer Anker- 
stroem, when he confessed his guilt, and was immediately ordered 
to retire. The general circumstances of this melancholy catas- 
trophe are well known ; perhaps it may not be a& generally so, that 
Ankerstroem preserved such resolute coolness at the time of the 
perpetration of the deed, that, in order to make sure of his mark, 
as the King, who was dressed in a loose domino, and without a 
mask, was reclining, a little oppressed by the heat, against one of 
the side scenes, Ankerstroem placed his hands upon the back of 
the Sovereign, who, upon feeling him, turned shortly round, when 
the regicide fired. The King, who thought that he was a victim 
to French machinations, as he fell, exclaimed, ^ My assassin is a 
" Frenchman !" the consolation of the illustrious duke d'Enghein 
was denied him. The hexo, the friend, and the idol of Sweden, 
perished by the hands of a Swede. As soon as this outrage was 
known, the most eminent surgeons flew to his relief. The first 
words which the King uttered, were to request that they would 
give hin> their candid opinion, observing, with great serenity, that 
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if he had only a few hours to live, he would employ them in 
arranging the affairs of the state, and those of his &mily ; and 
that, in such an extremity, it would be unavailing to augment hi» 
pains, and consume his time, in dressing his wound. The sijrgeoi) 
having examined it, assured his Majesty that it was not danger- 
ous ; in consequence of this opinion he permitted it to be dressed, 
and was conveyed to the palace. The next day an interesting 
and affecting scene took place ; the countess Fersen, the ^unt 
Brah6, and the baron de Geer, who had absented themselves for 
a long period from court, were the first to enquire after the health 
of the King, who requested them to enter the room where he was, 
and re.ceived them with the most touching goodness, expressing 
the cordial delight which he felt in seeing them thus forget thei? 
animosities, in these memorable words : ^' My wound is not witl\- 
" out a blessing, since it restores to me my friends," He la|i- 
guished in great torment for eighteen days. It is generally sup-^ 
posed that the malignant spirit of politics had no influence in this 
horrible outrage, but that be fell the victim of private revenge and 
&natical disappointment. Several young m^n, who thought theii(i^ 
selves aggrieved by the neglect of their prince, werct concerned in 
this conspiracy ; but it was his dying request, which was observed, 
that only Ankerstroem should suffer death. Upon the tomb of 
this brave, eloquent, and magnanimous prince, should be engraved 
the beautiful and beneficent senteiice that appears in the new form 
of government wi^h which he presented the Swedes at the time of 
the memorable reyplution. " I regard it as the greatest honour 
to be. the first citizen aijaongst a free people." It has been assert* 
ed, and I believe with truth, that l^is sensibility towards the female 
sex was far from being lively: he seldom cohabited with his 
Queen. Strange to tell, gifted with acute feelings, and a warm 
and brilliant imagination, this accomplished prince, of a race of 
beauUful women, displayed an example of jplmost monkish con- 
tinence. But, that love had not wholly renounced his heart, we 
may infer from an anecdote of a little picture, which adorns one 
^tbe apartments of the palace : it is a portrait of a lovely, young 
w<»nan, of whom the King beqam^ ^p^mqu^d during his tour in 
Italy. Upon hearing of hey death, he is s^d to have shed tears, 
and displayed all the impassioned indications of an afiBicted lover* 
The royal library is very valuablci containing twenty thousand 
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^ofumes) and four hundred manuscnpts. Amongst the coHection 
are some precious books, panicularty one called the Codex Au^ 
teua^ from the great number of gilt letters which it contains. 
There are also two enormous latin MSS. ; the vellum leaves of 
Ivhich are made of asses* skins, and are of an amazing ^ze. 

The Prince Royal, or heir apparent, a cMW between six and 
"seven years of age, inhabited a part of this palace, which, instiead 
of presenting the gay bustle of a court, bore aH the appearance of 
beglect and desertion. The mysterious questions of the rustit 
Vere explained. The people of Sweden had not been gladdened 
with the presence of their young Sovereign and his beautiful 
Queen, to whom they are devotedly and deservedly attached, for 
ll long space of time, during which the court had been removed 
to the territory of the Prince of Baden, the father of thte Queen of 
Sweden . The effect of such an absence was felt and deplored every 
where. No doubt the virtuous suggestions of his own heart will 
iipeedily restore the King to his people, and another traveller wiH 
have the gratification which was denied me, of seeing him in the 
bosom of his country, where a Prince always appears to the most 
lidvantage. The King is said to possess a very amiable mindj and 
to regard the memory of his illustrious fethcr with enthusiastic 
ii^oration ; I contemplated a powerful proof of it in an obc^sk of 
bne solid block of porphyry, forty feet highj which is at once a 
monument of his taste and piety. I should not be doing justice to 
the King, were I not to mention the abhorrence which he, in com- 
mon with his subjects, has manifested at the cold-blooded outrage 
committed against the person of the devoted duke d'Enghein, 

The opera-house, built by Gnstavus III, is an elegit square 
building : upon the architrave is inscribed, " Patria Musis*' The 
front is adorned with Corinthian columns and pilasters: the in- 
terior, which is small, and can not contain above nine hundred 
{persons, is in the form of a broken ellipsis ; and, even by day-light 
(for there was no performance during our stay), appeared to be 
Superbly decorated. The dresses and decorations of the perform- 
ers, which solely belong to the crown, we were informed, are of 
great value ; and in these respects the Swedish opera is said to 
Surpass every other in Europe. The royal seats are in the pit. 
Swedish plays are performed here, many of which were composed 
by the accomplished Gustavus III, whose taste in that species of 

M 
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composition excited the literary jealousy of old Frederic the Great. 
It was an admirable policy, worthy of such a genius as Gustavusy 
to attach a nation to its own language, by making it that of the 
stage ; the surest, because the most flattering mode of raising it to 
its utmost polish. The first Swedish opera ever performed was 
Thetis and Peleus : the favourite national piece is Gustavus Vasa. 
Upon the death of Gustavus III, the opera lost much of its attrac- 
tion. When it is considered that, in his time, a ballet occupied 
ninety personages of the light fantastic toe, and put into activity 
no less than eighty fancy-dress makers, it was necessary that the 
pruning knife should be used, to curtail these luxuriant suckers of 
the state, the graceful, but too costly, growth of a princely and mu- 
nificent mind. In this building there are some very handsome 
apartments for the King's private parties. I had much to regret 
that no plays were performed here during my stay. 

The female, who shewed me the building, was much affected 

•when she pointed to the spot where Ankerstroem committed the 
bloody deed. Alas ! how inscrutable are the ways of Heaven I 
When the illustrious victim raised this beautiful fabric from the 
ground, he little thought of the part which he was to perform in 
the sanguinary scene of the seventeenth of March, 1792, and that 
mimic sorrow was to yield to genuine woe. This structure, and 
the opposite palace of the Princess Sophia Albertina, the King's 
aunt, which is imiform with the former, form the sides of a hand- 
some square, called la Place du JVord^ and is adorned in the centre 
yrith a fine equestrian statue, in bronze, of Gustavus Adolphus^ 
who, excepting his head, which is crowned with laurel, is in 
complete armour, and in his right hand is an inclined truncheon : 
the horse has much animation, and the rider great elegance. This 
colossal statue was cast from the designs of Archeveque, a very 
distinguished French statuary, who dying before it was finished, 
left its completion to the masterly hand of Sergell : it was erected 
in 1790. The latter has introduced the figures of History point- 
ing to an inscription on the pedestal, and of the chancellor Oxen- 
stiem. The pedestal, which is of granite, is decorated by medal- 

' lions of the principal favourite generals of Gustavus Adolphus, 
viz. Torstenson, Baner, James de la Gardie, Horn, and Saxe Wei- 
mar ; all by Sergell. The unbounded friendship and confidence 
which existed between this great Prince and the upright Oxen- 
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stiem, form the theme of historic delight ; and the gentle counter- 
action of their mutual, and rather opposite, characters, rendered 
each the idol and the benefactor of his country. It is said that 
Gustavus having, upon, some affair of state, observed to Oxen- 
stiem, that he was cold and phlegmatic, and that he checked him 
in his career, the chancellor replied : " Sire, indeed I own that I 
^< am cold ; but unless I had occasionally tempered and moderated 
*' your heat, you would have been burnt up long ago." Gustavus 
Adolphus never engaged in any battle, without first praying at the 
head of his troops ; after which he used to thunder out, in a strong 
and energetic manner, a German hymn, in which he was joined 
by his whole army : the effect of thirty or forty thousand people 
thus singing together was wonderful and terrible. He used to say, 
that a man made a better soldier in proportion to his being a better 
christian, and there was no person so happy as those who died in 
the performance of their duty. Of the death of this great hero, it 
was said, '^ that he died with his sword in his hand, the word of 
^^ command in his mouth, and with victory in his imagination." 
Only the complimentary part of the following witty epigram, which 
was made upon the equestnan statue of Louis XHI, which for- 
merly stood in the Place dea Victoirea in Paris, with the four car- 
dinal virtues standing round it, would apply to that of Gustavus 
Adolphus: ' 

O le beau monument ! O le beau pedestal ! 
Les Vertues sont ^ pied, et le Vice ^ cheval. 

Oh ! noble ttatue, noble pedestal ! 

Vice i»oudIy ridet, the Virtues are on foot 

In fipont of this statue, to the south, the eye with pleasure contem- 
plates an elegant stone bridge not quite finished, crossing a rapid 
stream of the Macler, at the end of which the palace displays a 
majestic and higj^ly graceful back scene : this spot presents the 
finest architecture in the city. 

The traveller will be gratified, by noticing the beautiful colon- 
nade of solid porphyry which forms the entrance to the grand 
staircase of the Princess Sophia Albertina's palace. A tasteful 
observer must regret that these exquisite columns are so much 
concealed. The streets of the Queen and of the Regency, in 
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tke north quarter, are by fiir the most handsome, and form the 
residefice of iiEishioii. The spire and church of Ridderholms 
riung &om the centre of the principal island, add to the roman- 
tic beauties of the surrounding scenery. The interim of thi^ 
edifice^ which is large and heavy, is only worthy of notice, <»i 
account of its containing the ashes of such illustrious personages 
as Gustayus Adolphus and his equal in bravery, but neither in 
prudence nor justice, Charles XII, who carried the system of 
daring to pretty nearly its utmost extent, and, m his end, verified 
the words of the great dramatist : 

*' Glory is like a circle in the water 

Which never ceaseth to enlarge itself> 

Tilly by broad spreading, it disperse to nought." 

The tomb of the hitter is very simple and characteristic : it is of 
black marble, upon which are thrown a fion^s skin and club, in 
bright yellow bronze. In another part of the buildihg are th^ 
ashes of a general much more entitled to the admiration of pos- 
terity, the illustrious John Baner, who was deservedly the favour^ 
ite of the great Gustavus Adolphus, and who, after a series of 
splendid victories, expired on the tenth of May, 1641. 
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CHAP. VIII. 



▲ VX&IT-IN T^E COUNTBY-^-OBSKaLVATOaY-i«-DI2r2rEJil AVD VASHIOKt 
BI.OOMING GZ&L8 OF DSL£CARI«IA-^D&OTTI2fGHOLM qUSElT 

Christina's cunning — ^wardrobe of charles xii— BEAtJxy— 

CONCEALMENT AND PRVPERY — NATIONAL IMPORTANCE OF A BRI« 
TISH ADVOCATE— CONTRASTED JUSTICE — HAGA—- CAUSE OF THE 
VRXKNDSHtP OF G VST A V ITS XII FOR SIR 8XDHEY SMITH— 'A SIVCU« 
LAR ANECDOTE — A REVIEW — IRON MINES — LINNEVS. 

An invitatkm into the country enabled us to contemplate a little 
oC the rural character of the Swedes. In our way we passed by^ 
the observatorjT) which stands upon an inconsiderable enunence in 
the north suburbs : its horizon is too circumscribe on account 
of the rocks which surround it ; and as the artificial heat of staves 
would cloud the glasses in the winter nigfats, which are the bes^ 
£or observation; it is of very little utility. Our tide to our friend^ 
was occasionally very beautiful^ but the &nere^l heads of our 
old acquaintances the firs were ever and anon presenting them** 
selves^ and shedding melancholy upon us. The chateau to which 
we were invited was of wood> small, but very tastefully fitted 
up : the grounds, which were very extensive, were delightfully 
laid out, and on one side rippled the waters of the M»ler, 
embeUished by vessels of various dzes gHding upon its tranquil 
bosom. A short time bef(»^ dinner was announced, a table was 
set out with bread, cheese^ butter, and liqueurs : all these good 
things in this hospitable region are considered as mere iN:^para« 
tives for the meal which is to follow ; amongst the superior orders 
this custom is universal. Our dinner was in the following order ; 
jackled fish, meats, soups, fish, pastry, ice, and dried fruits; 
preserved gooseberries Iwrned the sauce of the mutton, and the 
fish floated in a new element of honey ; by the by, it rather sur- 
prises a stranger to meet With so little sea-fish in a coimtry which 
is washed by so many seas. The herring fishery, which has 
hitherto been of so much importance to Sweden, has nearly 
disi^peared. To return to our dinner : each dish was carved 
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and handed round, as in Denmark ; a regulation truly delightful 
to one who abhors earring and carves badly. 

The spirit of French fashion, but a little disciplined, reigns in 
Sweden, and ^ves a lightness and elegance to dress : the table,^ 
and the furniture, and even their manners, partake considerably 
of its gaiety, except that as soon as our amiable and elegant hos* 
tess arose, upon our rising at the same time, we stood solemnly 
gazing upon each other for half a minute, and then exchanged 
profound bows and curtsies ; these being dispatched, each gen- 
tleman tripped off with a lady under his arm, to coffee in the 
drawing-room. Nothing else like formality occurred in the course 
oi the day. 

Just as we were quitting this spot of cordial hospitality, we 
were stopped .by the appearance of two fine female peasants from 
the distant province of Delecarlia : their sisterhood partake very 
much of the erratic spirit and character of our Welch giris : they 
had travelled all the way on foot, to offer themselves as hay- 
makers ; their food on the road was black bread and water, and 
their travelling wardrobe a solitary chemise, which, as cleanfi- 
ness demanded, they washed in the passing brook, and diied on 
their healthy and hardy frame, which, however, was elegantly 
shaped ; the glow of Hebe was upon their dimpled cheeks, not 
a little heightened by the sun, ^^ which had made a golden set 
upon them ;" their eyes were blue, large, sweet, and expressive ; 
their. dress was singular, composed of a jacket and short petti- 
coat of various colours ;. and they were mounted upon wooden^ 
shoes with prodigious high heels, shod vidth iron. There was an 
air of neatness, innocence, delicacy and good humour about 
them, which would have made even a bilious spectator happy to' 
look upon them. Unextinguishable loyalty, great strength of 
body, content, . and sweetness of temper, beauty of &ce, and 
symmetry of person, are said to be the characteiisdcs of the 
Delecarlian mountsdneers, a race rendered for ever celebrated in 
the history of one of the greatest men that ever adorned the his- 
toric pagfe of Sweden, Gustavus Vasa. It is thus he describes 
them, after h€ has discovered himself to them in the mines, io 
the beautiful language of the bard, whose dramlsitic genius has 
conspired to render his hero immortal : 
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• here last I came. 



And shut me from the sun, whose hatefal beams 
Serv'd but to shew the niins of my country. 
When here* my friends, 'twas here at length I found 
What I had lefr to look for : gallant spirits. 
In the rough form of untaught peasantry. 
Yes, I will take these rustic sons of Liberty 
In the first warmth and hurry of their souls ; 
And should the tyrant then attempt our heights. 
He comes upon his Bite. 

Led on by Gustavus Vasa, they restored liberty to their country^ 
and expelled the bloody tyrant, miscalled Christian, These, too, 
were the peasants who, having heard in the midst of their mines 
and forests that their sovereign Charles XII was a prisoner in 
Turkey, dispatched a deputation to the Regency at Stockholm, 
and offered to go, at their own expense, to the number of twenty 
thousand men, to deliver their royal master out of the hands of 
his enemies. Their sovereigns have ever found them the incor- 
ruptible and enthusiastic supporters of the throne. Surrounded 
with treason and peril, their king has found them faithful amongst 
the faithless, and never sought their succour in vain. In conse- 
quence of the terrible defection which appeared in the Swedish, 
army in the campaign of the year 1788 against the Russians, 
when, owing to the machinations of the Swedish traitor Spreng- 
porten, who was in the pay of the Empress Catharine, the Swedish 
ofiBcers, although confident of victory, refused to march, because 
Gustavus III had commenced the war without consulting the 
Estates, the King was compelled to retire to Stockholm, where 
the insolence and intrigues of the nobility threatened the reduc- 
tion' of his regal rights to the mere phantom of sovereignty. 
Menaced with revolt and assassination, this great prince, atten- 
ded by a single domestic, in secrecy reached the mountains of 
Delecarlia, the immoveable seat of Swedish loyalty y where, with 
all that bold, affecting, and irresistible eloquence, for which he 
was so justly famed, upon the very rock on which, in elder times, 
their idol Gustavus Vasa had addressed them, he ij>voked them 
to rally round the throne, and preserve their sovereign from the 
cabals of treason. At the sound of his voice they formed them- 
selves into battalions, with electric celerity, and encreasing as 
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they advanced, proceeded wider the coibmand of Baron Armfelt 
to Drotdnghehn, where they overawed the fiMStioas. Al this very 
period) an unexpectefd disaster made fresh demands upon the 
inexhaustible resources of Gustavns^s mind, which encr^iased with 
his emergencies. ' The Prince of Hesse, at the head of twelve 
thousand men, marched from Norway to Gottenherg, at the 
gate» of which, at a late hour, the King, hairing surmounted 
great difficultien in his way through WermlaAdia, presented him- 
self, and the next morning surprised the Danish herald, by in- 
forming him in person from the ramparts, that sooner than sur- 
fender the place, the garrison shoufd be buried under its ruins, 
and accordingly ordered the bridge over the river tiothael to be 
burnt. It is well known, that the wise and active mediation of 
Mr. Elliott, our then minister at Copenhagen, prevailed upon 
the Prince of Hesse to retire. To return to the Delecarlians : 
the dress of the men is always of a grey or black coarse cloth, 
and, on account of the many services which they have rendered 
to government, and their proved patriotism, they eiijoy the flat- 
tering and gracious privilege of taking the King's hand wherever 
they meet him : the pressure must ever be delightful to both par- 
lies. From the mountains of health and liberty, Gustavus HI 
selected the wet nurse of the present King, that, with her milk, 
he might imbibe vigour and the love of his country. This wo- 
man was the wife of a Delecarlian peasant, lineally descended 
ftom the brave and honest Andrew Preston, who preserved CJus- 
tavus Vasa from the murderers who were sent in pursuit of Imn 
by Christian. The houses of the Delecarlian peasants are as 
^^imple cts their owners are virtuous : they have but one hole in 
the rodf, exposed to the south, which answers the double purpose 
-off a window and a clock : their meals are regulated by the sim*s 
riays upon a chest, placed beneath this hole on one side ; or upon 
the stove, with which alT the Swedish houses are warmed, stan- 
ding oh the other. 
* We Were much gratified with the palace of Drottinghblm : a 
pleasant drive of abcmt teti miles brought usr to the island on whi<Jh 
it stands in the lake Maeler ; the road to it toy through rocks covered 
with firs, and over two large floating bridges ; the building is large 
bin light, and is of brick stuccoed white ; th^ hall and staircase 
are. in bad taste; their ornaments are white uponad^fk b)rown 
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.gfoi^9 re^m^Ung sugar plums -iipon gingeirbreacl., Th<st»l# 
rooms are very riph and elegant, and an EngUahmaa is mudi gra* 
lified to find in tbe library a very large and choice collection i^ 
£iig4ish authors. There is a beauuful picture hcr^ of a weep^g 
Ariadne, by WertmuUer) a Swedish artist, who, uu&i^tuoately for 
his qountry, has fo^ ever left it, and settled in America. 
. Whenever I.reflect upon a neglected artist pf merit, a deligh^ 
ful little anecdote, which is related of Francis I, always occurs to 
me; thajt sovere^n having received a picture of St. Michael from 
the hand o£ Raphael d'Urbino, which he much coveted, he rei|ti- 
pierated Raphael &r beyond what his modesty conceived he ouglit 
to receive : the generpus artist, however, made him a present of a 
Holy Fan^ly^ painted by himself, which the courteous monarch 
i*eceived; saying, th^ perscuis famous in the arts partake of the 
impiprtality of princes, and are upon a footing with them, 
f In this. palace there is the hfiadof a Persian Sybil, in .mosaic, 
exquisitely beautiful, and two costly and elegant prescdils from 
the late Empress Catharine XI, of tables of lapis lazuli and Sibe* 
lism agate. There are also some exqui^te statues in ahibjtster 
and mar|4e, and- Etruscan vases, purchased in Italy by Gustavi^ 
III, dori|ig his southern topr. The Etruscan YBat^s are very 
l^eautiful; but intone of colour, classical rkhness, elegance and 
variety of shape, not equal to those which I had previou^y seen 
in England at Gillwell Lodge, the seat of William Chinnevy, 
esq. who unfjuestionably has the finest private collection of tfai^ 
kind in Engls^f}, perhf^s in ]^ur<^« 

There its here a portrait of that eccentric personage Queen 
Christina, who abdicated the throiae of Sweden in 16 to, and left to 
her successor. Charges X, the costly discovery that, amidst.all her 
whimsical caprices, she had taken good care to clear most of tho 
palacea of thieir rarest furniture previous to her retiring to Rom,e s 
picking out evei^ the jewels pf the crown before sl|e resigned it. 
So completely had she secured every thing that was valuable, that 
Chariea X. was obliged to borrow several necessary utensils for 
hUjcoron^tiiMp. This loss, for I auppose it must not be called a 
depredf^n, has been amply restored by the ta^e and munificence 
pf, Qustavus III. In the st^te slee^ng-chamb^r, the royal banner 
lie light blue ^nd silver was fi^ed at the foot of tlie bed, and had a 
f very chivalrous appearance. In the garden there is a theatre, 
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ik^BSch U large and fiandsome ; but s^iiice tbe death of GtilttiV^ 
III9 tHio tras much attached to this place, alid litode it thb seM of 
ids bf illiiuit feittWities) it hlift been little used. In th« g^ens Iherd 
k a v&a^&of small houses in tbe Chinese tarste, but hdtlicr the 
fofmernor the latt^ are worthy of much notice. 

After our return frOm Drottingholm we gained admlssSeitt, but 
Mth much difficulty, to- the ars^ial. This depot of mHitaiy tri- 
titnphar is a brick^uildfttg, <:onsisting of a ground ^eol'^ wkk lofty 
ifiiidows down to the ground, stands at the end of the King's ga^* 
dens, the -only mall of 8to<ikhoIm, and has all the appeanihce of a 
Iftitge green-house. The artillei*y, which is Ranted beft>re it, has 
the i4dicul6us effect of being placed there to defend* the most pre-" 
eious of exotic tre4^ within from all eictetnal enemies, wbo'eh^er 
move in air or pace the i^rih* The contents, aias! are ^uehfttiies 
<* as the tree of war bears,-* *nd well deserve the at^liticm of the 
ti^avell^ and anttquary^ Here is all immense o^ecti^ of trophies 
iiM standards tahen from the enemies of Sweden, aiKd a long Mnd 
of stuffed kmgs, in the actual armour which they WOre^ mo u n te d 
l^pon wooden horses, painted to resemble, and^as large asliie,chro^ 
noIogieaHy arranged. ^ I was particularly struck with the dotlkes 
Of Charfes XII, which he Wore when he was killed at tbe siege-of 
I^VedjerickshdU and very proudly put them en, vis. (k long shabby 
blue frock of common cloth^ with large ftaps^aod brass buttooas, a 
little greasy low cocked hat, a handsome pair of glo^s, ^t t» h«ft 
touched the dcltciite hands of tho couhtessof KoningsmaHct i pair 
of stiff high-heeled military^ boots, perhaps k was One of those 
Irhifeh he threatened to send to the senate at StoekholHi, to which 
they were to apply 'for ordei^s- until- his retufn, wheti- they were 
impadent at his absence dutirig his ms^ ft^^aksin Turfcef. As it 
is natu^I to think'thiit great souls generally inhabit large bodies, 
my surprise was excitfcd by findmg that when I- had completely 
buttbhed the frbck of this mighty lAadman upOn my gi^ejrhound 
figure^ my hmgs gavi sensibfetok^nj^ of an unusual pi*essufe^(Mn 
Mthout. I must be indul^g^d in giving the Mlowing extraNtt fkmi 
On account of this marvettous ««ukap^ whifeh was given by a ^)er- 
son vrho h^ seen him) and who thus speaks of him : « His coat 
** is plain dOth, with ordinary brass button^; the skirts pinned up 
•* behind and before, which shews his Majesty*^ old Ieai£her waist^ 
^ coat and breeches, vpiiich^ey' tellme are sometimes so greasy 



^S*ftti*fty »fiy biWcd. »m wbw I^aor 1A» they wtve^dmoo^ 
^QttW» i(iwihe^liMl)«e9 A'gfdlftnt^ Utile bel^ire, and bA4 lMeat9 
^^ tee Kiag Augustus's Queen upon her return from htij^Q, and) 
^Wlm ^^im pHl W lbo«e n«w teaft^r brA0^1|^Q|iQJkd iH>t above 
f^ Uif ^e vir^rds ta bcry but talked tp a fooUsh-clivArf «be. h^cl^ aboMft 
«' ♦ ^nfli^Qrof :ati Jw»w »n4 iMn Wt^fv. Hw J^air is li^t brt>w»» 
f f very tgP^c»9)f» mi wry short, ifnr<?r csmb/sxl b^t mth M^fin^^r^. 
^ At dtmier. be eci^ a piei^ of bread- ^nd buttery whkb be spreads 
^* viih Wa tbunAB*'* 3 

. Xhittfc jQf aU'tliia m tppUed to ^ tbe mo^ poverful among the 
^^ Uogs Ihat HKorsUp Jesus ; redf^e^sftr of wnougs aad injuriei^ 
^ and ptotaetor -of right in the peorts «fid i^epubKcs 0f aouth a^i 
f^ voftb ; f AMv m-mtf/fH^j love of booovr and glory^ an4 of f>ur 
^f sublime P ftr te >**^bftrlejh King of Sweden, whose eilterpriaBB 
*« rmy <Mi iafftwn -with success l" 

Tbcaaid*M0Qd4ieapri^ldedglovesi,^d buUet«p»Qn:ed hat have 
fititn^he4 ^ib^mda^ and f^guiog sources of ^^ue and vloknt 
Sfif^^tion t pa^e% iiay vobupes, bavje .been ^Mitten to aae«pt»n 
-iThetbcdr ^he de^h of ChaHea vfm fm or fwAt a £ictto be ibond 
0t^ ia ^e record$ ef H^u,vw$ add of ftmall insport to be known 
iifire« liet the Wow bare been gl?et from whatevtr hand it may, 
&wedej».b«d<good reftsdn to blefitit) ^ni haf>py are those who Hte 
in tsDM^^^kb &m»$h but little of ^dcb materials for the pQge4>f 
hiftQfry«M^GtiaHe»9«ppUed: . 

Though ^Ibarles wi^s said to fK«$8SS « great ceickiess of cha- 

r«etet^itb^:-^lowi0g^anefidote will shew ihat he \^tas susceptible of 

ihiUmj ;; WJbilst the batlcHfies of Ibe citadel of Fredeiick^iall ^ 

•firang beai^y at tbic enemy's- ti^^KbiefSi a youog* woman who 1 

looking at the ^ingfroni m iMljpinin^ bouse,: dropped, her cing 

ioto 01^ atrffet 2 GbaWos observing her said, ^ Madaniy do tbe guns 

^ of this place always make ^ufih lA uproar V ^ Only when wte 

•^* hfttFe enchiUs^tirtoiM visitors aa yo«f wifyesty ,'• re^d the girl. 

»'SH^iJiif^:WM.mmh pleaded, and ordered one. of Jds apldiers to 

return the ring. ^ This extraordinary being must have somettmes 

excited the smiles, as he oten did the tears, of mankind. After the 

Turks, irritated by bis refusal to depart, \yere Qb|ig,ed to bum his 

house over his bead, and by main force send him to Bender, 

.Charles XU> m fugitive, -^tended only by a few wjr^ched foUowets, 

ruined, and bis cpflers completely exhausted* wrote to Jiia envoy 
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it the <kmrt of IamAm XIV, to send Mm the exdct t^remcmiAlB oi 
thftt brilUant and magnificent court, that he might immecfialel^ 
'tiioft then* 

Hurried awfty bf kings, pfth^s, andstMnes, I ha:v« tomy shame 
(my cheek reddens whilM I write) siald thtis leng in StoeMioim 
e¥« I noticed those, inthout whom a crown is unenviable, the most 
magnificent abode cheerless, and of whom the most graceful 
iimagts of art are but i^Aperieet litiiuitions. The Si/ilsdiflh ladks 
are in general reiharkably wfeU shaped, er^wifiomt, and have a feir 
transparent delicacy of compl^ionr yet, though the fiivcaiitttes of 
bounUful nature, strange to relate, they are more dUpoa^d to con* 
oeal than display those chatms, which in other cduaitries, with 
every possible assistance, the &ir possessor ppeaents to. the en* 
raptured eye t& the best advantage. A long glootny bkek eloak 
covers the beautiful Swede when she walks, (>DflftM(ndhi|;^M*thls 
distinctions of symmetry and deformity ; andevcn her' pretty fiset, 
which are as neat and as well turned as those of a Ikie French- 
women, are aeldom seen without the dd of a ^m)uring'l»«ew« 
Even the sultry smnmer has noinfluenoe in'^thdnMring this 
.mdanchdly drapery, but I am informed thut It isless wom now 
^an formerly: often have I ivished that the ti^wot^n hadve*^ 
fused his contribution towards this tantalising conceahnent : ^oc^ 
oasiott^Uylhe streets of Stoddiolm disf^ayed som^ bewitching se* 
ceders from the abcnninaMe habto. This custom atiabt from the 
sumptuary laws, which forl^ the use (^ coloured silks. 

The Swedish ladies are generally highly accompHahedr and 
speak with fluency English, F^snch, aiKl German, and di^ir ten- 
derness and sensibility by n<^ meanfs' partake of the severity of "iheir 
northern latitude; yet they^xhibit twostriking^charactt^ristics of 
wiiinmical prudery: in passing the streets a Swedish lady "never 
loofcs.behind her, nor does she ever wdcome the appix)ach or cheer 
the dc^alrture of a visitor by permitting him to touch t$ie cherry 
. of her lips ; the ardent admirer of beauty must be content to see 
that • . *. .. T I. ■ :. 



Welcome ever 9miles» 



And farewel goes out sighing. 



This chilling custom is somewhat singular, when it is considered 
t)iat the salutadom of kissing, even between man and than, hateful 
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Q» his toantmtraT^ledEngllshmiui) prcf^i^B^altiiosr in 'every part 
of the ciemtiA^tit. ♦ , i 

I was very desirous of attending the courts of justfee, or as ^wy 
^re^^Ued the kamntri^rmttify of which tiierei at« fdur ^ -Stopk*^ 
hScAnii'biit I found they"«rdpe allclose^ and cmly the jc[dge8ai]dpai«> 
ti^ and' necessary ' ^ffie«r» perntieted to enter. What a- contrast 
-f& th^'uiltbsenrediopennesS'Wi^ which the laws.in England are 
^adtafHiiUM^ed ! ^ uiifokUng' the gittes of justice^ and displaying 
'heHki'slllitr awibima^estyi her ordinances becoime widely pro»^ 
-ttKilgi^edy atid the' respect paid to her decrees, augmented ivy the 
iNmtence^hiehi» excited by her presence ; her seat is not only 
thifti^^ltory <>f the la^,butof afl descriptions dF ieanmg^ and 
i»^soh^bf elo^ence.in wMch the language of the ecmtttry re«^ 
ctiY«r its •highest potiih. Of what nati^mal importance the powers 
of :iAl iltiHirioas advocate may become^ let those say^ who have 
witti^ssed^the brUIiaiit genius, edited persimisioBt and profound 
teMdwledge^ an' £r^ftn#, and can trace their cpnsequencesto a 
dovnttj; which knows hWtoappveeiaitethpni* The ^ws of Sweden 
scecbosMfia^dtobecimptey'inildyclear, and just; and, since the 
labours oCGoStavui^ III, to* ren'det* them soy have been impartially^ 
.|id8)ilHltei«d. In.civilcattlleseachpaltypa{ysl;^owllco^ts4 iUs 
nmat ifre^^ieiitly be ud^ui«4 but whilst Sweden, however, m^y Isam 
somelhiiig* from the manner id whidi the laws are dispensed v^ 
Eoi^oMd^ she presents ta our admirsHon a spirit which we should 
do well to imitate: the pit>8edutor sustailtis no share whatever of 
thej^icpciMtt^jbf prosecotiiiig a crtminaL 

Joi £iiglaiid there is 4C higlily iiaportant society, first established 
by«diet«elcliraAedSir Jdm tFiel^g; the objects of whoch are ac- 
tivcsly andably conducted by its solicitor and secretary, S: S^ Hunt, 
,6^. for prosecuting felons. . .These objects are to prevent the im« 
punity which too frequently fiallows depredation, from the heavy 
e^ira expenses wluch often \ att^id ahe discovery, apprehension, 
imd tdaty c^ delinquents^ by raising a. yearly mbscription fund to 
Indemnify the suffering individual who prosecutes in the name of 
the Crown. How a foreigner who tak^s a keen and dose peep at 
us, must be surprised to observe an institution, which, whilst it 
txhilMits the patriotic spirit of individuals, reflects with not a little 
josUfied severity, upon the absence of a legislative provision, wluch 
i» of so much consequence to the . country. It may be said, tfiat 
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his discretion may allow ufoon afifiUcation. The i|«Aiim}'pt>i40;^t4 
fei^ccjtible British subjecl, ^owhom sucfc ^esfpefisoi^ m^r^fim^ an 
o)>}eci;, oligbt not» ir> tb«s pefflarm^oe. qf a fprtait ptd^icHl^i te 
4fWcfc:tJw rfcp6« i)f tiik«]wli»ifr<?>B<8fflfiif<i>«4 tb* lUii^fi^cw 
fioqncMe thd ajl^owts^ and rf^owf^^ 'p«etie»Ci^% IQ 1^. fi}trr|o4l|r 
blu^rb)r a$idng for ;it in firmtk tnti^m^i*^^ Jbi^ »e^ ittf<f iMi««i- 
lui^dughtHaforma-patt of Ibia bilif ef tth^ laii<t By^iiMtber4dr 
«mcable.ffx)9ick»i Sweden ia jenaUe<) to fACfiftiiiR tbt MUer^iAir 
f»pukiion:eirc^ thkd: jear, fttid i^JUqhm efittted^lF ibe \f^m^lo(9riL 
r^ums fEomthejolef^men Bpdj]|a|^aftmt«ii^tU«f:bifftl»ii4^39tiN» 
loarriages, idil the trambei' cf ii)jbafakttpA9 'tb^lt: ^i« ImllsMfAm' 
«eyeral idieiteii*ts,i a nieasuccf big^yiWoctbj^Ad^pCipliift £fl9b»4« 
: The laws-oC 6«tred(iii) .tfoe jnw»t iinvel-t^.M^ EilgiUhiif«^/ttf»r 
tho^e by iK^bicb firiino^iti»e bi^srobed JctF ^Oae «xe}«fiTQ liglMs 
.*9^biiek attftdi tnK.it in f>^tjr cmmUTts; ftU Ibe »^iJeocbitdr«a.t^?A 
xi<^>l£ioaD arrequaflf ;i>Qbie> bttt^ to pn^ve^f tb€ (KmiboMf f^f-mupti^ 
be^S).th^ leldoat on]y» updn tfaio deej8»de oif.tbe AJthtri f em f aflo te 
ihe ^uniiy at tjie Dlet^ aihd !ail;iiikevi^iipcc»:al^'eiqi]«dly>dm 
httt cre^drfiwperty iasiibjett J»ftbftwilL<if4erl^ ^ ^VJ 

Th«s|ttini8bnwxiS:s tn SwqBkyiia«^bribflidiiigiiifl^giby» f r iifiitt^ 
and iminis^oummt :,rtte/ti)ree Stoosif ^leiattettsd'Hi'^liflt^aiiiel* 
|)ldce;r th^ instEumett df fibgrfUatiottts aindfifiioiif^ biriilitan^. 
^hete is a; hdrrid .^stom in- Sweden^ ^ as ddiocts as: dar JmAgio^ 
.tnalo&citoi iii.€3iatn&> «£ apposing; the mdced^hoAesof ideiiiiqvents 
who have suffered deaths eHteBdedb)r1jhm'iHnli8^tr«e8»]]iftibtiM^y 
.<rot. Two ortJiree of jtheae^t^ioqkiiigiQlgistfet ^ctwrhi'itecifKhma^n 
4he road frbm Gotheberg to Stockbolmi oh ac6oijiit«£it»bBilig4 
^eater thorotigh£ire, and radtensbberiesrhave bodn >6nai!^&tttd 
-there. The xtj^minai Jawa 6f.« Swfidch xaasf b^ oonskleved as' n^y 
timl the pum^hment of death is nJpcdyittfiictedi 

I wi£a ra^bei* disappoitttad'ufxtti sflehig tlie House of NAl0S^; 
it contaim the haJU and room which are reserTed for tha6 (bfanoh 
of the Bi^ty and wbich^- as it is* ^w convimed at the v^iil of the 
soyemgny may. be c€»bsider^ asameee ^antom of pontrcr. If the 
•authority of the -states wel*e any thing better thsoi'miiTnial,- :^e 
country gentlemen would h&ve'sail^ liaiiBe -to complain, :aitf tfaey 
in-e wheJly exx:ludedfrom any iie|^to^pfSai!ticipatfoh)iilaaMiitd^ 
i^re^ntfttion bei^^g confined) «0)d it witftcv«iS!»iQbentibeiDiet 



%v«i$«i^to ytinkude oifofWWr^atd liddth« Sovereign dependent^ 
tD the noblcS) clergy, citizens, and peasants. The exterior of ihk 
MUcfiMgr ifr sinple \M. htfhlMme. In the squate befere the House 
o# NoMes b the pecle«Cfiin fitatue of ^Mtavuft-VaMt bf Meferi 
erected bf I9ie nebka at a gr^at eapense, hut ia my hamble o^ 
nk^n unw^MTthy of die immoiial man whose memory it i& intended 
co'tM^rpetiiate. 

Adeli^t6»f morning .Mtracied tne to Hagstj^-irhith la at the 
t^iavi (tistatiee of a mile and « hblf Englisli lk>ttl the north gate 
of the city^ As this lifltle psdace and gardena were built and dis« 
{Maed ^tev the design of the graceful Quatavus- til, with the 
cdsaiatanoe of MasrofH^r^ a<id were the favourite retreat of the 
fdtm&Py > B^y gradfie^ion wa$. ceftain. The approach to the villa 
U thrdiigh a iHildiog wcdkof luxuriiint shrubs, tlie most flourish-* 
tog.und beautiful of any thai I saw in the north : at a^ small dis- 
tance ttiere is a line cf pietui^esque rocki, crowned with firs ; and 
lit th^ bottom of a rich meddow, hy the side of the M«ler, pre-^ 
aentiiig^ a noble sheet of water, surmunded with Forests of fir, 
atasids the chateau^ bi:^ of wobd, and painted to resemble stone, 
containi^ a smaH front of thiree stories, sikI two long gallery wings: 
The grounds and iomametatal buildings^ reminded me of the Petti 
Trtanon of the unfortunate Queen of France at Versailles^ The 
iroonfM^ are ^sknall, but elegantly fitted up. Gustavus spent much of 
his lime here ; it is said that this spot was particuHirly endeared 
k>him, our account of his having secretly consulted with his friends^ 
In the recesses of the rocks, which constitute one of the great beau-* 
tiesiif the scenery) upon the revolution of ITTS. Thiscircunn 
«ltaiee induced htm, when he travelled, to assume ^e title of count 
fiaga. Adjoining, uf^n an eminence, is the foundation of a vast 
ptdace^ which Gustavus III commenced in the year 1791, but 
which has never advanced since hid death. The undertaking was 
teo vast and expensive fer the country, and is very judiciously laid 
Ciude by the rdghing sovereign. 

In t^ fibraty I was gratified by seeing several drawings and 
arehftechmd designs of its accompli^ed founder, which displayed 
Mluchttaste and genius. The friendship and confidence with which 
Ihb prince. honoured the heroic Sir Si<h)ey Snikh is well known ^ 
I^^King first c<»iceived^aft attachment for him from the resem- 
)|lfetieewhi^K he tho^ght^ aiid whkh he frequently iras heard to 
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o^nre, «^kt^d between the &ce of the hero of Acre vid .QIwIks 
XH. ■ . . • i-: 

: As Sir Sidaef b one of my favomite heroes, I wUl mn tl>e 
hazard of being blamed for deviating fyom my narrative « M^ 
and for detaining the reader an extra imment^ lo rebte a ain- 
giUar pr(;po$seBsion he feh, when a youth, of his bmttr w4 the 
theatre of his future glory, which has just occurred to my memoiy. 
Being ae|it,' siolne years since, on shore upon the Irish coast with a 
brother officer,^ who is now holding a deservedly high utua^i^ jn 
the service, to look for some deserters from their ship, aftey a loi^ 
iatiguing, and fruitless pursuit, they halted,at a little inn to reiresh 
thfctikselves; having dined. Sir Sidney on a mdd^i became aileotf 
and seemed lost in meditntiop a ^^ My dirk for your thoiighta»" ex* 
claimed his friend, gently tapping him on the shoulder; ^^ what 
" project, Sidney, has got possession of you 9ow V " My good 
^ fellpw," replied the young wfivrior, his expressive cou^t^aance 
brightening as he spoke, ^* you will no doubt f uf^se me a little 
<( disordered in my mind, but I have fbeen^ thinking that, before 
« twelve years shall have rolled over ray head, I shall make the 
" British arms triumphsmt in Holy Land.*'' We ased not knock 
at the cabinet door of St. Cloud to loiow how splendidly this pre- 
diction was verified. 

In the afternoon, after our return from Haga, we went on the 
Baltic to the pai*k, situate on the east side of the city, three English 
miles distAtit, to see a review and sham fight of about four thousand 
troops, encamped there. The park is a place of great r&sor^ }tk 
fine w^ather,^ like our Hyde-park. Our water excursion vm de« 
Hghtfui. , The manoeuvres commenced at five o'clock in the even- 
mg, upon th0 arrival of the Prince Royal, a little sickly child about 
six yjears:old, who pn this occasion represented his &tl^r* He 
passed the line in an open carriage drawn by six horsf s, aittended 
by some military ofiicers and two pages of his household, followed 
,by an escort of body guards. After the pages, who wore a Spanish 
c(^tume, consisting of a jacket of stone-coloured cloth, with skqih- 
ed sleeves and a short robe, had seated their, little charge ufon a 
rock, jutting out of a rising groundi the regiments wei« ppt in 
motion, and displayed a strong, martial,: and well-discipliiMdhfOf}]^ 
of men. When the bloodless battle was. o^^ivQiuded, the regpmeat^ 
passed in open oixler hcfpre thePrinqe, who w/ith great docilj^ 
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held Ms little hat in his hand during the ceremonyi then renKHint- 
ed his carriage and returned to his nursery. The costume of the 
twopqges was the only relic, I met with, of the fantastic change 
whkh Gustavus III produced in the dress of his subjects ; the dif- 
ficulty and danger of which, it is said, was artfully suggested by 
Catherine' II, when he visited her at Petei^burgh, in order to in- 
duce his pride and spirit nK>re ardently to attempt t)ie .cha|)ge by 
which she secretly hoped that he would disgust the Swedes, and 
thereby induce them to attempt the restoration of the fallen pri- 
vileges of the states, overturned by the celebrated revolution, 
which he effected by his fortitude, consummate address, and elo- 
quence* It was one of the. distinguishing marks, of the policy of 
the rnddern Seminuhis of the north, to epabroil her rpyal neigh- 
bours in perpetual conflict with each other, or with their own sub- 
jects. The Swedes were too loyal, too good tenapered, and too 
wise to quarrel witt> their Prince, and such a Prince as Gustavus 
III„ about the cut of a coat; but they reluctantly adopted a fashion 
which had no similitude in the north, and assimilated them in 
. appearance with a people who bear no analogy to them but in na- 
tional honour, the subjects of his Castilian Majesty. Before we 
left the camp, we presented a fine little peas^t boy, who was 
playing near us, with some fruit ; his mother sent him to thank 
us, which he did by kissing our hands : a token pf gratitude all 
oyfT the m)rth. 

The mUtoury force of Swfsden is divided into regular or garrison 
regiments, and national miHHa :. only the latter will , require some 
explanation* The levies for this estabiisbment are made, from 
the lands^ belonging to the crown, the holders of which contribute 
not only to the support of the troops, but of the clergy and civil 
officers. The estates are called Hemans, and divided into rottes; 
each rotte is charged in a settled proportion; the papst vduable 
with the support of cavalry, the others with tlis^t of infantry. The 
men^.thus selected from the very heart of the peasantry, are al- 
most always healthy, stout, and well-proportione^. In war and 
in peace, the crown land-holders are compellable gratuitously to 
tmi^port thi^se levies and ^eir baggage to tlieir respective regi- 
ments, and tjO^ allot a cottage and barn, a small portion of ground, 
and to cultivate it .during the absence of the soldier upon the. ser^ 

O 
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Tice of gbfernnient, for the support of hb fomily, and abo to sup^ 
ply him with a coarse suit of cloaths, two pair of shoes, and a smi^l 
yearly stipend. In peace» where tlie distficts adjoin, the soldieri 
assemble by companies every Sunday after divine worship, to be 
exercised by their officers and Serjeants. Before and after harvest, 
the t^giment is drawn out and encamped in its district for three 
weeks. In every third 6t fourth year, encampments of several 
regiments together are formed in some province, which is gene- 
rally the centre of many districts; and, during the rest of their 
time, thesie martial husbandmen^ who are enrolled for life, are per^ 
mitted to work as labourers for the landholder, at the usual price 
of labour. Such is a brief abstract of the manner in which this 
^eat constitutional force, ^ this cheap defence of nations," is or- 
ganized. 

Upon our return from the review, we were much gratified with 
seeing the gun-boats from the Admiralty Isle manoeuvre* These 
vessels are used upon the lake Mscler, amongst the rocks, and on 
the coast of Finland ; but are incapable of weathering hi^ seas or 
sftrcMig winds : sotee of them are of forty-four oars, and carry twen-' 
ty-four pounders in their bow. 

Although it was the twenty-eighth of June, it was so chilly, 
that I began to give credit to a remark that the north has two 
winters, a white and a green one. We now pi^pared to make a 
little excursion to Upsala, and the mines of Danmora, distant 
about eighty-five English miles : for this expedition we hired a 
tittle light phaetoii for one plote and sixteen skillings per day s 
this veliicle required only two horses, and was well adapted to 
the cross roads. The prevaifing carriage, used by the respect- 
able part of the inhabitants, is a gig, with a small deat behind 
for a servant, who at a distance appears to be holding by the 
queue of hi^ master, and has altogether a very wliimsical ef- 
fect. 

The traveller, whose time is not lunited, would do well to visit 
the fouhderies of Sahlahutta, the silver minei of Sahlberg and of 
Dlerstenbotten ; Afvestad, where the copper is refined r Norbcrg, 
remarkable for its very curious mineral productions ; Fahlun, the 
c;apital of the heroic Delecarliansj the fcymous silver mines of 
Kopparberg, the cataract^ of Elfscarleby, Mr. Griirs anchor- 
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forge at Suderfors ; at all which places, as well as at Danmora, 
the natural treasure and phenomena of Sweden are displayed in 
the most interesdng and sublime manner. To secure admission 
to^ most of these places^ it will be adviseable to procure letters of 
introduction to the proprietors or inspectoirs. Pressed, as I itave 
before stated myself to have been for time, my election fell upon 
the mines of Danmora, and a visit to Upsala. 

The country through which we passed, with our accustomed 
celerity, was rather rich and picturesque, and in many parts a- 
bounded with corn-fields ; but as we approached Upsala, and af- 
terwards Danmora, the scenery became bleak and dreary. The 
first evening we slept at Upsala, and very early the next morning 
proceeded to Danmora, where we arrived in time to hear the 
blowing of the rock, which commences every day at twelve o'clock 
precisely* As we were looking down the principal mouth of the 
mine, which presented a vast and fi:ightful gulf, closing in im^ 
penetrable darkness, our ears were assailed by the deep-toned 
thunder of the explosion below, which rolled through the vast 
and gloomy caverns. of this profound a^yss, in sounds the most 
awful and sublime : frequently large masses of rock arc thrown 
out by the violence of the discharge. In these mighty excava- 
tions, the hand of man has toiled for three centuries. These 
mines produce a vast quantity of ore of a superior quality, mucl^ 
used in the British steel manufactories. Feeding an invincible 
disinclination to descend the principal pit in a bucket, we reaehed 
the bottom of another abyss, about four hundred feet deep, by 
crazy ladders placed almost perpendiculiu*ly, a mode which was 
attended with much trouble and considerable peril : we found the 
bottqm covered with indissoluble ice. Our curiosity was speedily 
satisfied, and we gladly regained the summit. Mark the force of 
habit 1 Two elderly miners stepped from the firm earth upon the 
rim of a bucket, which hung over this dizzy depth, and, holdinc^ 
the cord, descended ; one singing, and the other taking snuff. 
The hydrauUc machinery by which the mines are kept dry, move 
a chain of Inc thousand feet, which, after drawing the water from 
the mine, forces it through an aqueduct of five thousand feet : 
this mine is called the Peru of Sweden. From the mines we 
proceeded to Mr. Tanner's forges at Osterby, about one English 
mile off, where one thousand persons are employed : 
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— — Bath'd in the laborious drop 
Of painful industry^ 

The ore, as it comes from the mine, is piled upon layers of fir, 
and partially melted : it is then pounded by vast hammers moved 
by water, afterwards liquefied in a furnace of charcoal, whence 
it runs into a long mould of sand, where, as soon as it hardens, 
it is drawn out and laid in piles in the open air. These enonfnous 
rough pieces are again melted, and beaten into bars for exporta- 
tion. 

See, pale and lMdlow-eyed» in his blue shirt. 
Before the scorching furnace, reeking stands 
The weary smith ! a thundering water-wheel 
Alternately upliftjB his cumbrous pair 
Of roaring bellows 

The town of Osterby is small, but neat, and principally in- 
habited by persons who have concerns with the mines. At the 
inn, which is very pretty and romantic, we fared sumptuously 
upon strumlins and a cock of the woods, that had been preserved 
in butter ; and, after a hearty repast, returned to Upsala. This 
town, which is an archiepiscopal see, and one of the most ancient 
Christian establishments in Sweden, stands in a vast plain, in 
which the general character of barrenness is occasionally relieved 
by some few corn-fields and partial spots of meadow. Some of 
the private dwellings and the coUeges are handsome, and are 
genei*ally stuccoed and stained of a yellow colour ; but the ma- 
jority of housiss are composed of wood, painted red, and have 
behind them little gardens filled with apple and other fruit trees. 
The river Sala, which communicates with the Mxler, divides the 
town. I never saw the grass so high and so green upon the roofs 
of the houses as here. 

Upon looking from my bed-room window at the inn, I could 
not distinguish several of them from the green h&l on whose sum- 
mit the ancient palace stands. Upon entering the court gate of 
this edifice, which is of brick, and has at one angle a large round 
tower, with a copper cupola, a number of baggage carriages were 
preparing to follow the Duke of Sudermania (the Sing's uncle. 
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and, during his minority, the Regent of Sweden), who had left 
the apartments which he has here, the day before, to join his regi- 
ment. 

This prince possesses considerable talents : unfortunately there 
is at present a coolness between his Royal Highness and his au- 
gust nephew. Part of the palace only remains, the rest having 
been consumed by fire. From the height upon which it stands, 
the scite of the ancient tower of Upsala, formerly the capital of 
Sweden, and the residence of the high priest of Oden, are dis- 
cernible. Our time would not admit of our seeing the celebrated 
Morasteen, or stone of Mora, on which the ancient sovereigns 
of Sweden were crowned ; the last in 1512 : it is preserved, with 
other curious stones, in a shed,' about seven miles from Upsala. 
Under a heap of rubbish, which formerly composed a part of the 
palace, we were informed are the remains of some state dun- 
geons, in one of which the following affecting scene occurred : 

In the year 1567, Eric IV, the most bloody tyrant ever seated 
up<Mi the throne of Sweden, seized upon the illustrious family of 
the Stures, who were the objects of his jealousy, and, in a mo- 
ment of anger, descended the dungeon in which count Sture was 
confined, and stabbed him in the arm : the young captive fell upon 
his knees, implored his clemency, and drawing the dagger from 
the wound, kissed it, and presented it to his enraged and remorse- 
less sovereign, who caused him to be immediately dispatched. It 
would form a fin^ subject for the pencil. 

The cathedral is a prodigious unwieldy pile of brick, with two 
square towers at the west end, in the gothic style, which have 
been recently decorated with a doric architrave, and surmounted 
by two cupolas of coj^r, supported by doric pillars of iron. In 
contemplating such a heterogeneous mixture ef architecture, in 
a spot dedicated to the sciences, I could scarcely give credit to 
the evid^ce of my eyes ; but the y7)rst wine is always drank in 
the vineyard. The present cathedral is erected upon the scite of 
the anci^t one, which was burnt down about one hundred and 
fifty years since. The interior is handsome, and is adorned with 
a magnificent organ, which was playing when we entered, and 
poured forth some of the most powerful tones I ever heard. As 
I was looking upon the. ground, I found that I was standing 
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upon the slab that covered the dshes of the immortal Linneu% 
and his son^ as appeared by the following simple and very inade- 
quate inscription: 

Ossa 

Caroli a Linne 

equitis aurati 

marito optimo 

filio unico 

Carolo a Linne 

patris successor! 

et 

sibi 

Sara Elizabeta Morsca. 

The affectionate reverence of the pupils of this distinguished ex- 
pounder of nature, and the powers of his celebrated friend, Sergell, 
have endeavoured to supply the humility of the preceding tribute, 
by ndsing, in a little recess, a monument of Swedish porphyry, 
supporting a large medallion of the head of the illustrious natu- 
ralist, which is said to be an admirable likeness of him ; under it 
is the following plain inscription s 

' Carol© a Linne 

Botanicorum 

principi 

Amici et discipuli^ 

1798. 

Although this monument is tnore worthy of him, yet it isfar below 
what a traveller would have expected to find in the northern seat 
of learning, and in the place which gave Linneus birth. His spirit 
ttill seems to pervade and consecrate this celebrated spot. . The 
traveller hears every remark enriched with the name of Linneus. 
^ There/* sud a Swede, with a smile of national pride and an eyt 
of delighti ^ is the house in which he lived, an(| there the garden 
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^^ and bower in which he studied ; over these fields he used to fly, 
^^ when the sun refreshed them with his earliest beam^ attended 
'^ by a numerous body of affectionate students, to explore the 
^^ beauties, and unfold, with the eye of a subordinate Providence^ 
" the secrets of nature ; there, if in their rambles any one dis- 
^* covered a curious plant or insect, the sound of a French-horn 
** collected the herborizing party, who assembled round their 
^< chief« to listen to the wisdom that fell from his tongue." 

In a private chapel in this catliedral is the tomb of the glorious 
Oustavus Vasa, whose efHgy is placed between that of his two 
wives, Catherine and Margaret; and in another, that of the Stures, 
whom I have before mentioned ; the Latin inscription upon this 
monument thus affectingly concludes : <' All that was noble and 
*^ magnanimous could not soften the iron heart of their sovereign I 
" Reader, if thou art not as unfeeling, lament the undeserved &te 
" of such virtue." In one of the recesses we saw a small recum- 
bent statue of John III, which experienced a similar &te ; the ship 
thatwasconveying it to Sweden from Italy, where it wa^ made, sunk 
near Dantxig, and the statue remained imder water for one hun*- 
dred and fifty years, when it was fished upy and presented by the 
burghers of Dantzig to Eric, and was deposited in the old ca- 
thedral. Here repose also the remains of the celebrated chan- 
cellor Oxenstiem. It is surprising that neither this great man, 
nor Christian IV of Denmark, the two great ornaments and bene-» 
factors of their countries, have any monuments raised to their 
memories. 

The reader may be pleased with the following account of the 
chancellor, from the pen of the eccentric Christina, queen of Swe- 
den, who was placed, during her minority, under the guardianship 
of Oxenstiem. " This extraordinary man had amassed a great 
" deal of learning, having been a hard student in his youth : he 
" read even in the midst of his important occupations. He had a 
*' great knowledge of the affairs and of the interests of mankind : 
" he knew the forte and the foible of all the states of Europe : he 
" was master of great talents, a consummate prudence, a vast ca- 
" pacity, and a noble soul ; he was indefatigable : he possessed a 
^' Hiost incredible as3idi]ity and application to business ; he made 
" it his pleasure and his only occupation : be was as sober a^ any 
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"person could be> in a country and in an age when that virtue vn3» 
" unknown. He was a sound sleeper, and used to say, that nothing 
" " had either prevented his sleeping, or awakened him out of hh 
" sieq>, during the whole course of his life, except the death oi 
A* my.fatl^cr Gustavus, and the loss of the hattlfe of Nordingue. 
." He has often told ine that, when he went to bed^ he put off hh 
" cares with his cloaths, and let them both go td rest till the next 
" morning. In. other respects, he was ambitious but honest, intor- 
" ruptible, and a little too slow and phlegmatic." 

As we proceeded to the College of Botany and its gardens, k 
was singular to see the professors of philosophy booted. Every 
thing in Sweden is performed in boots : as sodn as a child c^ wtfft 
he is booted ; perhaps the. cheapness of leiather may be thecavfse 
of this. The college was erected^ under the auspices of the -hie 
king, .with his accustomed taste and magnificence. Monsilsiir 
•Aitzelius, professor of chemistry, and who preUdes over the <i- 
binet of mineralogies, attended us with great politeness. This gen- 
tleman has lately returned to Sweden from a very interesting aiid 
perilous investigation of the natural history of the inferior 6f^ Af- 
rica, and has enriched the department over which he ably |>re&&des, 
with several rare and precious objects, whicli he brought fixxn 
that country. His mineral collection is niuch esteemed, but I con- 
fess my inability to describe it. 

Amongst other matters, the conversation turned upon the au- 
thenticity of many of Mungo Parke's marvellous stories ; upon 
which the Professor assured us, that he believed his relation to be 
perfectly true, and declared, that in that distant and unfrequented 
region he had himself met with many extraordinary objects and 
occurrences, wluch it required great courage to relate. I have, 
since my return to England, seen some beautiful drawings ttkddt 
upon the spot, descriptive of the manners, and particularly of the 
rural economy of the interior Africans, by a highly ingenious and 
enterprising artist, Samuel Daniell, esq. which fully confirm the 
observation of the learned Professor, and might, from their con- 
curring and convincing testimony, abate the force of his appre- 
hensions. Upon the subject of abolishing the slave-trade, ^hc 
Professor made a remark, which, flowing from local knowtodge 
and long intercourse, strongly impressed nay hiind'r hetlepretated 
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any other than a gradual abolition, for which the minds of the 
n^^roes. should be prepared; and declared, in a very emphiidc 
maimer, his perfect conviction that a violent emancifiation would 
only shock tmd endanger this great, cause of humanity. 
. Althoi^^h unacquainted with botany, I was much gratified by 
sieeing one of the rooms, in which there were some b^utiful and 
flourishing date and plane trees, bedded in fine mould, and several 
rare plants from the South Sea islands, growing against a green 
treillage that ran on all sides of the apartment, which was formed 
i&tp walks, and had a very agreeable effect. 
. Amongst the curiosities in this room, I did not &U to pay my 
respects to a venerable parrot, which we were assured had ex- 
ceeded his Jiundrcth year : he displayed the maiks of great anti- 
qn^f pirt of his plumage was entirely gone, and there was a very 
viilble.s^pearance of feebleness both in his eyes and in his beak ; 
but he is still likely to see several years more roll over his tufted 
head. The vrarmth of the room affords the temperature of native 
climate to the plants ; it was gratifying to see art thus supporting 
natarein a bleak and hostile climate. 

The hot-house, which is just finished, is a magmficent hall, sup* 
ported by doric pilfaffs, and which, when finished, wiH be warmed 
by.fourteen stoves and nine flues, concealed in the colunans. There 
were no plants here at this time. The room £ov the museum is 
also not yet i:Qmpleted ; the design is excellent The leOnre-room 
ifr very capacious and handsome, and opens into thAt part of the 
gW^n Fhi^h is finished and ready for the students, under a portico 
of pestum columns. The plants in this garden are arranged agree- 
aUe to the plan and classification of Linneus, and affordy no doubt, 
a rich mental. banquet for the erudite herbalist. The library of 
the university is not now thought deserving of the high reputation 
;Wl9cb. w^s once afitxed to it : it is divided into three apartmehts, 
the firatis dedicated to belles-lettres, history, and natural history; 
the a^ood is. miscellaneous, and was presentH to the univerdty 
by the late King ; and the third is confined to theology, jurispru- 
dcMe, and medicine. This library has been augmented at various 
times : by the literary collections of those countries which have 
b^lBd to the Swedish sword. The librarian, who had lived some 
rXfarsifrith Sir Jos^h Banks in that capacity, shewed us a very 

P 
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pfteckua niftauscript of aColidc Umsfadonof tht AKir^bipeiB^ 
s u pp o se d to have beoh made in the ibunh ccmtttt*y, t^bii ^n^Nttn^ 
Hchty iHutniiiated with large sihre^Mid some gfoldeti \emr$^ whkli 
have been ma^ by tfhe brush : the former «re &dedy tat the l4lblt 
are m ekcdlent preservation. This Ixiok Ibrauid afMiit of thfe Qte- 
inry piBageof Prague, hi 1 648, and was sent (o Chris^xa hy i^iiifii 
Kwiigimark ; from that princess it ^was pilfered by a Dtttclmiaii^ 
apan idit>Be death it was purchased for 3^0//by sdiMtt good patrktic 
Sweden and presintM to the university. 

We were shewn sonle cnridsilsesy which, iii justice to tbe utA*- 
versiQ^tof Ups^ia, I must ftcknowle4ge that cfven those who dis- 
played them were ashamed of, and w^ere better oakidaied iomp 
mcnt the cabinet of some little, ca|Micioas,:spoikd piioc^si^ %te 
w» just capable of naming alonc) thaon that of a'gri^ «i>d1eaxiMil 
bddy> viz. the shpiers of the Virgin Mary^ Judas's {Mnve^ &c. 

hr a small room in the library we saw ahu^ge bheatf about the 
mat of ahaneau bedstfead, double looked and seated, c^ontalninglha 
ipianiiscripts of the late King, which he directed ahduld ilot be 
opened till fifty years after his ^decease. Coajectiireankaicpatitili 
tioir &^uently hover over this case, which wUl, no dohbc^ on^day 
Hmfbld to Sweden niobh interesting memoir, land literary treasHu^ 
Here we were shewn some Iceland mttniMrl|)ts^ teid tb be up* 
«wacdB of eight hundred years old, and ^^fWtA LSflidid tnicts. 
How wenderfttl) that literature should hav^ lived, iml «teB %iAii«3^ 
m regions Which the smi xtMy wMtns I 

( In one of the minei^logical ccAtociions, separaite ^fimtf ^M6( 
•M* Aftzehasj we were much gratified by seeing some tnmspat^m 
«tgates icoBtaining ihes, elastic sandnitones, kiOMiibultiM^ plirses 
bf asbestos, a mineral found m the iron mines «f Dinmora, aolbe 
beaatiftil dirystsJs and tntitiy other rarities, \>hich W^ diSj^fHd 
j^ explained with the greatest perspicuity iuid urbfanicy. tht 
stud^ts amount to about one thousand, lodge, afid boafirdthem^ 
selves according to theh^ finances and inclkiaidons in ^e l^wtt : hi 
general they wear a blstck gown withoilt sleeves; 

By an unaccountable mistake we omitted tot^^'wiHiiistftfla^ 
letters cif iiitrodtK^tion to Jthe tmhemty, which were^dBsi«ed 16 vs 
at StockhoHn ; but \ipon a professor, who happehed to ht la Hie 
cathedral at the samethne wMi ourse!ves,obsm46g^ftat we^lMt 
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EAfl^UtoMi)) lftfi» ih O^ pDlitHt xnviatxv enabled w to: s6e .w)im 

Mjifdittft^ftcinpK^ttlt koowlfd^ of the Ea^lhik Uikgiiasre»p«odui)ed 
^.nwBWhniiiiy .MnbanraMiMDt ; How iksr^ youi" rad bo, ^m^king « 
^ii^4' i3«ii^ljonfe witkiKUt tottery iif kiUriMlueiion ?" What ha 
moMi i9/>byimi9v frMH ftbe pdileMta mtb vhidii he receiTfld; us: 
The professor wifi n^. be lu^jr^, J^ ran snm^fffd tbc iBilo^ing 
whimsical error will completely keep him in countenance ; it was 
related by the brave and venerable Prince de Ligne, whom I had 
the pleasure of meeting at Mr. Jacks^i% our ambassador at Ber- 
UH) of an Eoglishman who had been introduced to him, and who 
was vehemently anxious to make himself master of the French 
UkAguage. It was the custom with this gentleman, for the purpose 
of restraining as much as possible the blunders which he was per- 
petually committing, always in conversation to speak each sentence 
in English first, and then to translate it into French. One day he 
called upon the Prince, who is a very active man, although fax 
advanced in years, and finding him on his couch, and wishing to 
r^ly him on the occasicMi, thus began : ^' My prince, Man firince-^-^ 
^^ I am jglad to see you, je suis cfwrmS de vmu votV'— On your 
" couph, €lan9 voire accouchement'^ihaX is, instead of * on your so- 
" pha,' * in your lying in." 

The revenues of this university, the first in the north of Europe, 
are rather narrow ; fortunate would it be for this learned institu- 
tion if it were more the fashion to commit the sons of gentlemen 
and noblemen to its care ; nothing but such patronage is wanting 
to expand its energies; genius and learning having made this spot 
their £sivourite residence. The attentions that we received there, 
and which our own forgetfulness rendered accidental^ have left a 
lasUng impression upon my mind of the respect which is paid to 
Englishmen. 

It is by quitting it that we are able best to appreciate the value 
of our country ; every Englishman who leaves it from honourable 
motives, becomes a subordinate representative of it, and ought to 
revolt at tarnishing a name which is every where honoured. 

The population of Sweden, including Finland, is rapidly en- 
creasing; it is at present ascerUdned to exceed three millions. 
The revenues of Sweden arise from the poll-tax, about one shil- 
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ling and tliree-x>ence each peraoo, with certain exceptions ; rojal 
demesnes, windowsy horses, equipages, supemumerarf servants, 
watches, tobacco, snuff, duties on exports and imports and distilled 
sjMurits, an mines and forges, part of the great ty thes, deductions 
from salaries, pensions and places, and mQiu^>olf 4>f sal^ctie. 
The herring fishery is sud to be much oo the decline. We fiMHid 
every thmg, except cksth, very cheap in Swed^i. 
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CHAP. IX. 

FOOR POST'ROaSEI-^LANG«AG£— ^MEltRT CRIMIITAL— MlISONS^ 

: VWkLX-iilVGXXC WATClI)tAK-—WASHXllWOHBN*^rftSKCR .COMBBT— 

PASSPORTS— INDEC0R|7M 07.A.LITTLB J>OC-rSET SAIL FpA SWEDISH 

riNLAMD BEGGING ON A NEW ELEMENT — ISLANDS UPON ISLANDS 

A MASSACRE — THE ARTS — ABO PLIES— FORESTS ON FIRE — RUSSIA 

— FREDBRICKSHAM — RUSSIAN COINS. 

The Swedish peasantry are certsdnly not so merciful to their 
horses as their neighbours the Danes : but provident and generous 
Nature, who, foreseeing the cruelty of man towards the poor ass, 
armed his sides with the toughest hide, made his temper padent, 
and taught him to feed contentedly upon the thistle, seems to have 
fortified the Swedish post-horse against hardships and neglect. I 
have frequently seen this poor animal, after he has brought us to 
the end of a long station, left to stand in the road, refreshed only 
now and then by some little bits of hard bread, broken from a cir- 
cle which the driver generally wears slung over his shoulders. 
During this excursion, as well as on our first progress through 
the country, my ear was frequently delighted by tKe strong resem- 
blance between, and even identity of the Swedish and English lan- 
guages, as in the following words: god dag, good day ; fiirvel, fere- 
well ; efler, after ; go, go ; vel, well ; hott, hat ; long, long ; eta, eat ; 
fisk, fish; peppar, pepper; salt, salt; vinn, wine; liten, little; tvo, 
two; go out, go out; streum, river; rod, red, &c. &c. 

The Swedish language, which is derived from the Gothic, has 
two different pronunciations ; one in which every letter in a word 
is heard just as it is written, such as it is used in the various 
branches of oratory ; the other, established by custom for common 
use, has many abbreviations, and, in many instances, I was in- 
formed by an intelligent Swede, deviates from the rules of gram- 
mar. The language is very sonorous: it places, as does the 
Danish, the article at the end of th^ nouns, as in the most ancient 
languages, contrary to the English and German, as the man der 
man; Swedish, marmen. 
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Some of the national songs are said to be yerjr sweety and to 
breathe the true spirit of poeUy. Amongst their modem poets, 
they speak with great rapture of Dalin ; |uid amongst their ancient, 
of Stiemhielm, who flourished in the reign of Gustavus Adolphus, 
and, wonder&l to relate, was the greatest tmUkcmaticmi and fmt' 
of his age. Perhaps it waa the life of that singular nan.that s^- 
gested that whimsical satyrical poem, ^ the Loves of the Tri- 
*< angles.** 

The higher orders of the Swedes are highly culiivatcd, well- 
informed, and accomplished. In consequence of every parish 
havmg a public school, almost ev^ry pea9{ait can read, sind mailer 
of the sons of the peasants are sent from these schPQls to the col** 
Jeges at Upsala. 

As I was strolling through the streets of Stockbota, j^f afto^ 
our return from Upsala, I met with an occurrence whic^ ql^arl^;; 
established that an innate sentiment of submi9sion to the ]awa wiU 
better ensure the safe custody of their violator than guard^ and 
jailers ; and it is admitted that the Swedes are mof e under thc^ 
influence of such an impulse than, any other people, Tumin{; % 
comer, I was overtaken by a raw flaxen-h<eade.d countryman* y(h9\ 
^s it afterwards proved, had never been in the city before, drivjin|r^ 
in a little counuy cart, a very robust merry looking fellow, wbo^i; 
hands were fastened by a l^rge clumsy pair of handcuflS) and onc^ 
leg chained to some little slips of wood which cqmpgsed part |K( 
the body of the vehicle. Both driver and culprit had, it appeared, 
indulged themselves with a few sn^>a on the road, and were w\n 
ther of them very sober nor sorrowful. The prisoner, virho, from 
his superior size and strength, might, I am satisfied, have easily 
knocked down the rustic witli the iron round his hand?* if he ha^ 
^)ecn so dispoaed, and efilected his escape with little or no difficulty^ 
sat at his case, amusing himself with now and then pinching his 
conductor, which was always followed by a joke, pnd a mutual 
hearty laugh. In this way they jogged on through the city, the 
thief shewing; his driver the road to the jail, ajs merrjly as if he 
had been going to the house of festivity. I saw several prisoner^ 
passed from one town to another, under similar circu|nstances of 
apparent insecurity. They all appeared to be too unconcerned, 
if not cheerful, to be secured by tlie trammels of conscience, 
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«rhich jf$ sthi to be ttometiibes capable of libUUng a ruffian by a 
hair. ! 

X.^poii vish&ng the principal prison, the rooms appeared to tne 
-to be too Bthall and close, were much too crowded with prisoners, 
and the healthy and thb dck were confined together* The prison^ 
ert'Were mot compiled to work, as in Copenhagen^ to wliith <cir- 
ciiWistaiice, i^d the preceding causes, dieir sallow looks may be 
attributable : they are permitted to take the air only for a tihovt 
tlfhe In the cburt-yatd twice ift the day. I was shocked to see a 
bar of irdia, etslong and as thick as a great kitchen poker, «ivet* 
ted to each iiian^s leg, and whkh, to enable him io move, he was 
obliged to preserve in a horizontal position, by a cord &stened to 
the end of it^ and suspended from his Waist. To load a pfisonet 
wii3i ihms <Jf any othet* weight or shape than what are hecessar^ 
^r «eciii4ty, ts a reflectioli ^|)on the justice, humanity, and poUct 
of the government that permits it. The women were confined 
hi a s^parate'(fivision t^ the building i they were not ironed, but 
-their ceUb wei« too close and trowded ; and they were also per^ 
mitted to live ki Indolence. I knu^t confess, when t ^reflected 
^poB the enlightened benevolence of the Swedish nation, I was 
ftutfpris^d ^ scfe how little this place i^peared to have shared in itk 
'«61icitude, and most cordially do I h<^ that the time is not distant^ 
^hen these misetable wretches will be rendered ^ore comfort- 
lAfSe, and less burthensome to the state. 

The Watchmen of Stockholm, like their- brethren of Copenha^^ 
-gefi, cry the hour most lu^y, and sing anthems almost all night, 
to the no little annoyance of foreigners who have been accustomed 
to t^Otafihe their devotions to the day. These important person- 
ages of the night perambulate the towii with a curious weapon Kk^ 
a pitch-fork, each side of the fork having a spring baib, used in 
secuHng a thief by the leg. The use of it requires sotde skill 
mWI practice, and constitutes no inconsiderable part of t^e valuiJ>li^ 
art and mystery of thi^atching. 

Before I quit this charming cky, I cannot help paying a com- 
pliment to a deserving and meritorious part of its female inhabi- 
tants, I mean the washerwomen, which I am sure all lovers of 
clean Knen wiH re-echo. It is refreshing to see them enter one's 
room with the greatest firofiret^, with tlieir baskets filled with 
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linen as white as the driven snows of Lapland, and lay it out upoB 
the table with that look and movement of conscious, but decent 
^ride, which every creature feels who has reason to be in ^;ood 
humour with her own works : their bills are surprbing^y mode- 
rate. Perhaps, when the merits of these ladies are more widely 
known, luxury, delighting in whatever is foreign, may seek their 
aid, and the winds of heaven may waft into Swedish harbours 
vessels freighted with foul linen from English shores. 

We fotmd the French comedy tolerably well attended: the 
interior of the theatre is small, and of an oblong shape, meanly 
decorated, and badly lighted : the royal box is in the centre of the 
front, the whole of which it occupies. The performers were 
respectable, and receive very liberal encouragement from the 
public : the scenery was tolerable. The embellishments of this 
theatre suffer from the prodigal bounty which has been lavished 
upon the opera. 

As the time fixed for our departure was rapidly advancing, to 
enable us to pass through Russia, we were obliged to furnish our- 
selves with a passport from, the governor of Stockholm, for which 
we paid eight rix-dollars and a half, and another passport from the 
Russian minister, reudent at the Swedish court, which cost two 
rix-dollars ; and as it is attended with the least trouble and expense 
to cross the gulf of Bothnia to Abo, by proceeding from Stockholm 
up the Baltic, we hired half a packet, the other half being engaged 
for fifteen rix-dollars. The distance from Stockholm to Abo is 
about three hundred and fifteen English miles. The vessels, which 
are hired upon these occasions, are single-masted, and resemble 
a shallop with a raised deck, and a pink or sharp stem, which is 
much lower than the fore part, and is frequently under water: they 
cannot live long in rough weather. 

On the day of our departure we dined with one of the most 
amiable and hospitable men in Stockholm. Few respectable 
Englishmen can pass tlirough this capital, without knowing and 
consequently esteeming liim ; I allude to M. Winnerquist the 
banker. From his house I once more ran up to the church of 
St. Catherine, at the top of Mount Moses, to take my last fare- 
wel of this enchanting city, which, warmed by a brilliant sun- 
tint, lay beautifully expanded below me. 
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Having laid in our provisions^— and let me recommend the travel- 
ler to secure a good quantity of bread, for none can be procured till 
he reaches Aboy—*we proceeded to the quay, where pur vessel lay 
in front of the palace : here, whilst I was waiting on shore the ope- 
ration of hoisting the mainsail, a little trait of national character oc- 
curred, which did not fail to set me off in good humour. The walls 
of the casement story of the royal castle, and of the garden on this 
side, are of g^ranite, vast, enormously thick and long, and cannot be 
taken by sap. A tradesman passed with a little dog trudging after him : 
the animal, it b to be presumed, had not had experience enough to 
know that, in the north, the very stones which form the royal pile are 
held even penally sacred against defilement of every sort, for irre- 
sistibly impelled, he raised one of his hinder feet against this said 
royal wall ; a sentinel, who had a little whip in his hand, I suppose 
for this special purpose, sent this four-footed disloyal violator of deco- 
rum howling, with many a backward look of reproach, after his mas- 
ter, whom he vehemently scolded, for not ha\dng taken care to pre- 
vent such disrespectful behaviour towards the seat of majesty. 

At five o'clock in the evening of the sixth of July, with very little 
wind, we slowly withdrew from Stockholm. Before night we were 
completely becalmed ; our captain rowed us up to a rock, and throw- 
ing out a gang-board, tied the vessel to a fir tree for the night. Here 
we landed, and ascended the rocks, which, sparingly clothed with 
gray moss, rose from the water's edge in the most grand, romantic, 
and picturesque disorder. Before us the rich crimson suffusion of 
the Sim, just sunk behind a dark undulating line of fir-forests, gave at 
once tranquillity and tone to the lake-appearance of this arm of the 
Baltic, which was enlivened by the white-lagging sails of a few boats, 
that on the opposite side softiy and slowly creeped through the deep 
shadows of the shores, crowned with the woods of Liston-cottage ; 
whilst in the south, the tower of St. Catherine's, mounted upon her 
airy summit, the houses, the palace, and the spires, seemed composed 
of light cloud and mist. The silence of this delicious repose of na- 
ture was only feintiy broken by the dashing of the oar, and the carol 
of the distant Tioatmen ; in the language of the divine Milton : 

" Now came still evening on, and twilight gray 
Had in her sober livery all things clad : 

Q 



s 
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Silence accompanied ; for beast and bird, 
They to their grassy couch, these to their nests, 
Were slunk 



With liring saphurs." 



-now glowed the finnan\ent 



Seated upon a rock, we for a long time contemplated this exquisite 
scene, till at length the calls of sleep induced us to descend into our 
cabin, where our accommodations were very comfortable. With the 
sun, which was an early riser, we unmoored, and advanced but very 
slowly ; as we proceeded, misery in a new shape presented itself. 
From a wretched hovel, upon one of the islands which began to ap- 
pear in clusters, hanging over the edge of the water, and ready to 
drop into it, an old man in rags, and nearly blind, put off in a little 
crazy boat, and rowing towards us, implored our charity in the moat 
touching manner, and seemed very grateful for the trifle we gave 
him. 

In the evening, having made but little way, the master again 
moored the vessel to another island for the night ; as I found was 
the custom, on account of the danger and difficulty of the navigation. 
This island was indeed a most enchandng scene ; upon its romantic 
summit of gray rock we found a little cottage, embowered in ti'ees of 
fir, ash, and elder, that might well be called " the /ieaaant*a nest** A 
fisherman, his aged mother, his wife and his children, formed the 
population of this beautiful spot. A little field of grass, in which a 
cow was grazing, another of com, a garden, and the waters of the 
Baltic, which agam resembled a lake, supplied them with all their 
wants, and all their riches. Here it seemed as if the heart could no 
longer ache, as if ambition might wish to be what he beheld, and 
that love might ponder on the past without a pang. The inside of 
the cottage was neat and cheerful; the good old lady, with the 
children in their shirts playing round her, sat knitting by the light 
of a sprightly fire, and imder locks of snow presented a face at peace 
with all the world. Upon hearing that we wished to have some sup- 
per, the fisherman, with a countenance of health and gsdety, descend- 
ed into a little creek, where his boats were moored, for some perch, 
confined in a wicker-well in the water, whilst his young wife> 
who had a pair of very sweet expressive eyes, laid the cloth in a 
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detached room facing the cottage. Whilst supper was preparing I 
rambled over this little paradise. Night came on, and all the beauties 
of the preceding evening, with some variety of new forms, returned ; 
the same bright bespangled Heaven I the same serenity ; the same 
silence ! yielding only to the unceasuig rippling of a Iktle stream of 
rock water, to which, as it gushed from a bed of long moss, and as our 
fidr hostess presented her pitcher, thriftily fenced with wicker, might 
be applied the beautiful inscription of Bosquillon, on the fountain in 
the street of Notre Dame des Victcires in Paris s 

*< La nymphe qui doime de cette eau 

Au plus creux de rocber se cache : 
Suivez un exemple si beau ; 

Donnez sans vouloir qu'on le sacbe.'' 

Or thus in English : 

•* Prompt to relieve, tho* vttmkaa wrapp'd in stone, 
The nymph of waters pours her generous stream : 
Go, gentle reader, do as she has done ; 
See while you bless, but hletting be umeen.** 

J. C. 

It was just such a spot as the poetical spirit of Cowper would have 
coveted : his eye would have penetrated, iomI his pen could alcme have 
psdnted every beauty. 

On the third day of this voyage of islands, we touched at another, 
and procured a noble pike, fresh from the net, and some eggs. Our 
skipper very ingeniously kindled a fire and eooked it in his little 
canoe, which vras towing astern, by placing upon the bottom of it 
a large stone, upon which he set fire to some chips and pieces of fir, 
and suspended over it, from an oar laid across the sides of the boat, 
an iron pot containing the fish ; our eggs formed the sauce, and with 
a broken saucer for a plate, we made an excellent Robinson Crusoe 
repast. 

On^ morning, as I was looking over the deck from the stem, I be- 
held an operation somewhat ridiculous ; but as it originated in rude 
notions of cleanliness, and moreover is one of the domestic customs 
^f the country, I shall relate it. Our skipper was lying at the feet of 
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ci good'4iatured brawny girl, who was a passenger ; his head was on her 
lap, just as Goliah some time since rested his in that of Delilah; but the 
fingers of our fair companion were more kindly employed than were 
those of the woman of the valley of Sorek : the skij^r had no comb, 
perhaps never heard of such a thing, and this kind-hearted creature 
was sedulously consigning with a humane, because an instantaneous 
destruction of sensation in every vital part by an equal and forcible 
pressure, every restless disturber of his peace in that region, which 
most assuredly must be, though doctors may dispute the point, the 
seat of reason ; the cabin4x>y succeeded his master, and in return, 
with the keen eye and nimble finger of a monkey, gratefiilly repaid 
the obligation upon the head of his benefactress. In Italy, these en* 
gaging little officer qf kindnew constitute the principal delights of 
courtship. 

The islands, after we had passed Aland, and as we approached 
the gulf, ceased to present any picturesque object; they appeared 
but a little above the water, and were scandly covered with slender 
weak firs, whose naked branches were whitened over with hoaxy 
moss, and at length, from their number and similarity, became very 
tedious, and as dull as the melancholy forests through which our 
road lay on shore. 

In the midst of the heavy enmd inseparable from such a situsdon, 
by good fortune, upon rummaging my portmanteau, I found a cata- 
logue of the year's exhibition; with this precious prize in my hand, 
I jumped into the little canoe astern, and defied the gloom of the 
rocks and firs; with fresh vigour my memory revisited that splendid 
gallery of the British arts. The genius of West, of Westall, and 
of Smirke, in history ; of the Daniells, and of Turner, in landscape ; 
and Lawrence, in portrait painting, again filled my mind with the 
proudest sensations of delight. During these meditations I had 
prevailed upon the president and council to confine the admission of 
portraits to a certain number, that the public eye might noJonger 
be confiised and disgusted by a mob qf/acesy in which nature had 
done nothing for.the originals, or the painter but little for nature. 
With a thrifty use of my treasure, it lasted till the tenth, when, as I 
Was gazing in my mind's eye, with silent rapture, upon the bust of 
the lovely lady Ribblesdale, by Bacon, the fedry fabric of my reveries 
was in a moment destroyed by a cry of << there is Abo, there is 
Abo." 
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- About two English miles before we reached the town, we entered 
«i very narrow channel, not above forty feet wide, which was mark* 
ed out by piles, not wide enough to admit of large vessels, which 
are obliged to moor a little before the entrance of it. On the left 
we passed by the castle, built of brick stuccoed : it is very ancient, 
and has a very picturesque appearan<^, and was once the prison of 
the bloody Eric IV, but is now a garrison. A little further on the 
same side is the house of the gallant admiral Steddynk, who in the 
last reign displayed dbting^shed skill and bravery in several en- 
gagements with the Russians, and who has the command of the 
gun*boats, which are ranged in a long line of boat-houses near his 
residence. It b a matter worthy of observation, particularly at this 
period, that the g^*boats used in the naval conflicts between Russia 
and Sweden with so much effect, originally suggested to France the 
idea of using them against this country. In the seven years war 
they were recommended to the Due de Choiseul, the minister of 
Louis XV, by captain Kergvagelin, of the Swedish navy, and in the 
late revolution by captain Muskein, who was also a lieutenant in the 
same service : this small craft is capable of acting in the Baltic, 
where no tides ever interfere with manoeuvres ; but it has excited 
astonishment, not only in Sweden but in every other part of the con- 
tinent which I visited, (and I mention it with more shame than re- 
luctance, because with the millions of England, I believed at the 
time in the romantic practicability of the long, very long threaten- 
ed, invasion), that any reflecting Englishman could believe in the 
possibility of a flotilla of gun-boats crossing such an expanse of water 
as divides the Isle of Wig^t from Boulogne, subject to the tides, 
currents, and winds, which are with more or less certsdnty felt there, 
omitting the proud and confident reflections which our gallant crui- 
sers and channel fleet naturally suggest. We well know, that in 
the year 1791 Muskein, without having much dread from the natu- 
ral difficulties before enumerated, on account of the shortness of the 
distance, attacked that dot in the channel, the island of St. Marcou, 
with fifty of his redoubted gun-boats; that the battery of the little 
wave-g^rt fortress blew her rash and presuming enemies to atoms; 
and that their commander with difliculty escaped only to be disgrac- 
ed by the directory. In mere patriotic ardour and enthusiasm, in- 
dependent of tides, currents, winds, cruisers, and fleets, the French, 
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if they reflect at all, will regard St. Marcoa as a miiiiature of a great* 
er island. 

Beyond the boat-houses is the custom-house, from whence an of- 
ficer came on board, and proceeded up the river with us to the town, 
which, with the cathedral, now presented the appearance of a lax^ 
and populous city. We soon reached the quay, and very gladly 
landed in the capital of Swedish Finland. 

In our inn yard I beheld the first indication of our being in the 
neighbourhood of Russia, in a clumsy kibitka, the ordinary carriage 
of that country, and which was here exposed for sale. It is a small 
cart, very much resembling a cradle, round at the bottom, about five 
feet long, and in which two persons can sit or lie, the latter is the 
usual posture, and who are protected from the weather by a semi- 
circular tilt, open in front, made erf broad laths interwoven, and co- 
vered with birch or beech bark ; it has no iron in it, but is fastened 
to the body of the carris^ without springs, by wooden pins and ropes: 
the driver aits upon the front of it, close to the horses' tails. At din- 
ner we had some delicious wild strawberries, the first fruit diat we 
had tasted for the year. 

Abo is situated upon a point of land where the gulfs of Finland 
and Bothnia unite, is a large town, and carries on a tolerable com- 
merce. Many of the houses are handsome : they are mostly built 
of wood, but some are of brick stuccoed, and the inhabitants are said 
to exceed ten thousand. The fir of Finland is superior to that of 
any other part of Sweden, and particularly preferred for building : 
great quantities of it are annually sent from Abo to Stockholm. 
The cathedral is a very ancient massy pile of brick, displaying no 
attractions to the eye ; and the gloom of the interior is augmented 
by a barbarous representation of drapery in blue, upon a lead-co- 
loured ground : it contains the tombs of many illustrious families. 
Christina, who with all her levities was a learned woman, and the 
munificent friend of learning, endowed an univerwty here, which 
has a library containing ten thousand indifferent volumes : the for- 
mer is not in a flourishing condition, and the latter worthy of little 
notice. We ascended the craggy rocks impending over one side 
of the town, which, with the windings of the Aura, and occasional 
glimpses of the gulf of Finland, shining through the openings of 
those dark forests that cover its shores on this side, presented a 
somewhat interesting but sombre prospect. 
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In the course of my northern excursion, it was generally my fatei 
when we passed a night in a town, to have a ball or a public coffee- 
ixK>m for my chamber, which, on account of their size, are generally 
the most comfortless apartments that a man can attempt to close 
his eyes in. At Abo, my bed was made up in an appendage to the 
ball'^room, and had much of Finnish decoration to recommend it« 
The walls were laborioudy painted in glowing colours, with flaming 
swords, fiddles, and flutes, and seraphim's heads, which were saved 
from the voracious and expanded beak^ of grifBns, by die tender in- 
terposition of baskets (^ flowers, and over the whole there was a 
pretty spriid^g of sphinxes and the royal arms of Sweden. Here 
we provided ourselves with a stock of provisions for our journey, and 
eariy the morning after our arrival bade adieu to Abo. The regu- 
lation of the post and the /x>in sa*e the same here as in the other 
parte of Sweden. 

As we proceeded the face of the country began to undulate; we 
observed that the houses were constructed of fir trees rudely squared 
by the axe, and laid, with a little moss between, upon each other, the 
ends of which, instead of being cut off, are generally left projecting 
beyond the sides of the building, and have a most savage and sloven- 
ly appearance. The roof is also of fir, sometimes stained red ; the 
windows are frequently cut with the axe after the sides of the houses 
are raised. Such of these as were well finished had a good appeaiv 
ance, and are very warm and comfortable within. Our servant, who 
was well acquainted with the Swedish language, began to find lum«^ 
self, every mile we advanced, more and more puzzled. The patoU 
of this province is a barbarous and unintelligible mixture of Swedish 
and Russ4 The summer, now the eleventh of July, burst upon its 
^ihjieryjuryy with no other precursors than grass and green leaves^ 
On a sudden the flies, which experience a longer date of existence 
in the north than in die milder regions of Europe, on accoimt of the 
stoves used in the former, awoke from the torpor in which they had 
remained, between the discontinuance of artificial warmth and the 
dedsive arrival of the hot weather, and annoyed us beyond imagina^ 
tion. They are tlie musquitoes and plague of the north. No one, 
but those who have suffered, could believe them capable of prod^cing 
so much torment. 

One night we put up at MjoIboUsted, a solitary post-house, in the 
midst of a gloomy forest of fir, which lay upon the borders of an arm 
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of the gulf of Finland. The post-master ushered us into a little hole 
in a wooden shed, opposite to the post-house, the latter being occu*- 
pied by his family. We had the consolation of finding that we had 
the place to ourselves, from v^hich we could never have expected to 
emerge, if, notwithstanding the treachery of our vorbode some time 
before, we had not formed an high opinion of Swedish morality. The 
windows which looked into the depth of the forest, were as immove- 
able as the building ; this was somewhat satisfactory. It is always a 
pleasant thing to strengthen favourable impressions with jucUcious 
precautions. The sides of the room were completely encrusted .with 
flies, who at this moment were recruiting themselves for the mis- 
chief of the next day ; and mice and tarrakans, or beetles, shared the 
possession of the floor. In two comers of this dolorous hole stood 
two cribs, each furnished with a bed of straw, a bronze-celoured 
blanket well charged with fleas, and a greasy coverlid. Cribs are the 
usual bedsteads in the north. Here we endeavoured to invoke that 
sweet power which 



*« It is a comforter." 



seldom visits sorrow ; when it doth. 



Alas ! our wretched taper, and the bustle of bringing in our luggagCi 
had excited an alarm amongst our tormentors, who besieged us in 
battalions. These busy many-eyed marauders, with their gossamer 
wing and incessant hum, opposed the approach of sleep, and fairly 
kept her aloof for two long dreary hours. Weary, yet incapable of 
repose, something was to be done. I resolved upon revenge, and ac- 
cordingly made an irritable effort to surprise three of my enemies, 
who in a row were audaciously washing their little slender black 
hands upon one of mine ; I gained nothing by my rage but (such is 
the association of ideas) the recollection of an admirable representa- 
tion, which I once saw in a private room, of an ideot attempting to 
do the same tiling, and the wild delight which he displayed in suc- 
ceeding, by a gentleman who, closely and chastely copying nature, 
the only model capable of making any actor great, may be ranked 
amongst the first comedians of his time, I mean Mr. Matthews. 

The -impression of that surprising display of imitative power so 
completely occupied me, that, in spite of my opponents, I succeeded 
in closing my eye-lids, and never opened them until the full day 
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broke in great glory. Upon rising I found some brother trarellerS) 
who arrived after we had retired to rest, had slept on the earth under 
their carriage, and were in the act of shaking themselves and setting 
off for Abo. I must confess, agreeable as solitude frequently is to 
me, I was glad to retire from this species of it. As the sultry sun 
was flaming in the meridian, we passed a large portion of a forest on 
fire. This circumstance was not the effect of accident nor of a natu- 
ral cause, which in these regions is frequently followed by the most 
direful consequences, and to which I shall have occasion to allude 
hereafter. By some smart touches of the whip we saved our ser- 
vant, horses and carriage from b^ing a little toasted on*one side. 
What we saw arose from the formers clearing the ground, who con- 
fine the flames to* the proper boundary by making an interval of fell- 
ed trees. In the evening we passed by, at some distance, another 
forest which was in the same predicament, and had a very sublime 
and novel effect. 

The country about Borgo, a garrison town most miserably paved, 
and where our passports were demanded, is undulating and fertile, 
but the cottages in that part of Swedish Finland are very miserable, 
and the peasantry wretchedly clothed. The men, the women, and 
the children, had no other covering than ragged shirts ; although 
the sun was too intense to induce any one to pity them on account 
of their exposure to the weather, yet their appearance was that of 
extreme penury. The roads were still excellent, and enabled us to 
proceed with our accustomed velocity. The time did not admit of 
our attempting to see the celebrated Swedish fortress of Sveaborg, 
which occupies seven islands in the gulf of Finland, and is capable 
of protecting the fleets of Sweder* against the Russians. The bat- 
teries, basons, and docks, are of hewn granite, and said to be stupen- 
dous. I was reconciled afterwards to my not having attempted to see 
this place, as I found some English travellers, of great respectability, 
were about this time reftised permbsion to view it, and that too 
with some degree of rudeness. 

About three miles from Louisa, another garrison town, we reach- 
ed the frontier of Sweden, and in a custom and guard house beheld 
the last remains of that country. A Swedish soldier msed the cross 
bar, such as I described in Denmark ; we passed over a bridge which 
crosses a branch of the river Kymen, and divides Sweden fix>m Rus- 
sia. The €xchim>€ rig?it q{ painting this little bridge had very nearly 

R 
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inflamed these rival nations to the renewal of alj those horrors whkh 
have 90 long and so prodigally wasted th6 blood ^md trestsure of botb 
countries. It has been contended, that aggregate bodies of men are 
governed by other rules of conduct than those which ordinarily in- 
fluence mere indiviihiuis : for my part I regiird a natimi only as a 
man magniiied, constantly displaying all the anger^ inveteracy, 
capiice, and petulance of the solitary being. This marvellous dispute, 
after a stormy discussicMi, with tiie sword half-ch^awn, was settled in 
the following manner, viz. Sweden was to use what sized bnish and 
what colours she preferred, upon one half of the bridge, and on the 
otlier Russia the like mate; iuls in tiie way that best suited her fancy ; 
but it is useless to t^;lk about a few piles and planks ; they were the 
ostensible, but the real cause of the difference ^vas, and ever wDl be, 
the vicinity of tl:e couMti ies, for, unhappily ! nations are more dis- 
posed to mutual attachment, if they cannot see each otlier. 

Russia has exercised tV.e piivilege of her brush, with a veiigeance, 
not only upon her half of this said bridge, but upon all her public 
buildings, wliich she has distinguished by a magfiye colour. This 
predilection is said to have arisen from the result of the late ^mfort^^ 
nate emperor's reBeciions upon mankind, whom he arranged under 
two classes, the good iJid the bad, thinking no doubt with tlie Spfe- 
nish proverb, tliat heaven will be filled with those who have done good 
actions, and hell with those who intended to do them, and according- 
ly he ordered the fronts of all public railings, offices, &c. to be 
stiiped with white and black. Sancho Pan9a, a man of no little wit 
and sagacity, thought life susceptible of being represented by an in- 
termediate colour; upon returning from an important commission, 
he was asked by his master, wheiher he should mark the day with a 
black or a white stone. " Faith, sir," replied Ms trusty servant, « if 
^ you will be ruled by me, with neither, but with good brown ochre^'' 
the colour best suited to describe it. \ heard another reason assign- 
ed for tlis magpyx appearance when I reached the capital. 

A new race of beings, in green uniform, stout, whiskered, and sun- 
browned, raised the bar of the barrier on the Otlier side of the 
badge, stopped the caniuge, and conducted us to the guard-house, a 
square wooden building, \\ ith a projecting roof, resting upon little 
pillars of wood, uider tlie shade of which several soWiers were sleep- 
in,]^. This buiidii;^ was of course embellished ^fter the fashion of 
the bridge, and hd a most frightful appearance : we were ushered 
into a small shabby room, in the windows were some flower pots, and 
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ttpon aix old table the poems of Ossian in French, open, aikd by their 
«ide avast anufiRiox and most filtby hajadkerchief; presently a littie 
old Russian ma^or entered, in a wiiite linen dressing^own, and in 
Frencii denianded our passports, with wi^ich he was satisfied, and 
immediately mside out our order for post-horses, without which no 
one can travel in Russia, called ?i fiodoragina ; up^m pFesenting tiie 
paper to us, he demanded six rubles and forty copecs, which he in- 
formed us constituted a part of the revenues of ids impeiiai majes- 
ty ; we told him that we had no Rus^sn money whatever, but offered 
to pay him in Swedish rix dollar notes: " If you have any of them," 
s^d he, " I must seize them," and went into another room ; but he 
uttered Uiis without severity : perhaps the consideration that he was 
speaking to a couple of Englishmen softened his tone and look. In 
a moment we foimd ourselves like two ill-starred mice^ who unex- 
pectedly find tliemselves within the basilisk beam of a cat's eye. 

Our station from the last post-house in Sweden^ extended to the 
seventh verst post in Russian Finland, and we never entertained an 
idea that any law so pregnant witl) ioccmvenience existed in Russia^ 
for making Swedish money found within its barrier forfeitable, more 
especially as there is no bank upon the conAnes of either country. 
The major presently returned with a pile of notes, exclaiming, 
^ See what a quantity I seized a few days since from a Danish gen- 
« tleman I" We endeavoured to give a turn to the conversation, in 
which his urbanity assisted, and at length we paid him in Dutch 
ducats, «ic proof at least of the safety and convenience of this valu- 
able coin. Before we parted, we observed that he entered our names 
in a register as arrivals on the second of July : at first we were sur- 
prised, for, according to my journal, it was the fourteenth ; but a 
moment's recollectitMi informed us that we were in a country in 
which the Julian calendar, with the oW style, obtains^ before which 
our calculation always precedes, by an advanced march of twelve 
days. Both old and new style are superior to the poetical absurdity 
of the French calendar, which must be at perpetual variance with 
the immutable law of climates and geography : for instance, when a 
merchant is melting away under the fiery sun of the French West 
India islands, lus correspondence will be dated Nivose, or the month 
of snow. 

After making our bows to the little major, and secretly wishing, 
for his civility, in the language of his favourite author, that he might 
be «« the stol^ dgh-of the soul " o£ some fair Finn^^l, and that 
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« her fine bhie eyes might roll to him in secret," but not forever, « 
circumstance, by the by, which age, form, and feature, had ren- 
dered not very likely to happen, we were most vexatiously detained 
on the opposite side of the way by the custom-house officers, who, 
under a broiling sun, ransacked every article of our luggage ; even 
the private recesses of the writing-desk were not sacred. The scru- 
pulous fidelity with which they performed their duty, was, on this 
Occasion, as, alas ! on many others of more importance, the reason of 
our lea^g virtue to be its own reward ; for, provoked with the trou- 
ble they caused us, we gave them nothing but black looks, and a few 
private inverted blessings^ 

We now began to reckon our stations by versts : a verst is about 
three quarters of an English mile, and is marked upon a post, paint- 
ed like the bridge, somewhat resembling, only that the verst post is 
square and much taller, a barber's pole. The rapidity of our tra- 
velling, and the fi^quent appearance of these memorials of our velo- 
city, were the only cheering circumstances that we met with. Upon 
the road we saw several peasants bare-headed, cropped, fiaiir, with 
shorn beards, and booted. We met with tittle or no delay for horses: 
the peasant, to ^om they belonged, attended us to take them back. 
After pasang through a country the most wretched and rocky ima- 
ginable, a country formerly wrested by the Russians from the Swedes, 
in which the gloomy steiitity of nature was only once reUeved by the 
waterfalls which attracted our notice at Hagfors, and a large camp of 
several' Russian regiments, who had a very fine appearance, we 
reached, at eleven o'clock at night, the drawbridge of Frederick* 
sham, the gates of which had been some time closed. After repeat- 
edly knocking, a tittle beardless officer presented himself, and very 
politely requested to have our passports and post^>rder, with which 
he disappeared. Here we waited in suspense for three quarters of an 
hour: all owing to the provoking integrity and detention of the cus- 
tom-house officer at the barrier. At length we heard some massy 
bolts move, the gates unfoldedr and we entered the town through a 
long arch under the ramparts, and anxiously looked out for an hotel : 
it was then as light as the day, but as silent as the tomb. At length we 
halted before a house, which our tittle officer, as well as we could un- 
derstand him, informed us was the only inn in the town. Here we 
found no person moving : after trying at the door for some time in 
vain, I peeped into the front room, and beheld a spectacle d la mode 
tie Ruaae^ to me completely novel ; it was a collection of nine or ten 
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men «nd -women all lying, with their cloaths on, proroiscuouily upon 
the floor, like pigs, heads and tails together. An officer passing by 
informed us that this was a private house, and that the inn, in Russ 
called a kabac, was the next door ; but that it was locked up and 
empty, the host having gone to enjoy the breezes of the sea-side for 
a few days. This circumstance plainly demonstrated one of two 
things ; either that this part of Russia is not much frequented by 
travellers, or, as I frequently experienced, that an inn-keeper, how- 
ever pocM*, is very indifferent whether he affords them any accom* 
.modation. 

We had been travelling all day under a fervid sun, were covered 
with dust, and parched with thirst; our Abo ham was glowing to 
the bone, our last bottle of claret was as warm as milk from the 
cow, and our poor exhausted horses were licking the walls of an ad* 
joining building to cool their tongues. In this dilemma I beheld 
an elegant young officer, uncovered, in a dark bottle-green uniform 
(the legionary colour of Russia), and an elderiy gentleman, upon 
whose breast two resplendent stars shone, coming towards us: these 
stars were two propitious constellations. The pruicipal personage 
addressed us in a very kind and conciliatory manner in French. 
Upon our explaining our situation, he said, << I am very sorry this 
** fellow is out of the way, but it shall make no difference. When 
(( Englishmen enter Rus^ it is to experience hospitality, not in- 
« convenience; trust to me, I will immediately provide for you:" 
he bowed, gave directions to an officer who followed at a distance, 
and passed on. This amiable man proved to be the count Merian- 
doff, the governor of Russian Finland, who, fortuns^ely for us, had 
arrived about an hour before from Wibourg. An officer soon after- 
wards came to us, and conducted us to a very handsome house be- 
longing to a Russian gentleman of fortune. Our kind host, who 
spoke a little English, introduced us into a spacious drawingHtx>m, 
where we went to rest upon two delightful beds which were mount- 
ed upon chairs. Our poor servant, after the manner of the Russians, 
ranked no higher in our host's estimation than a faithful mastiff, and 
was left to make a bed of our great coats on the floor of the entry, 
and to sleep comme UfUait a Dieu, 

The next day we had a peep at the town, which is small but hand-^ 
some: from the square in which the guard-house stands, a building 
of brick stuccoed, and painted green and white, almost eveiy street 
may be seen^ It was here, in the year 1783, that Catherine II and 
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Gustayus III had an interview. Upon tMs occasimi) to impress iA» 
Swedish monarch with the mag^ficence of the Russian empire> and 
to render their intercourse less restrained, a temporary woodtm pa- 
lace was erected, containing a grand suite of rooms, and a thes^re, 
by the order of the empress. The town appeared to be fiHed with 
military. The Russians of consequence generally despise a pede^ 
trkn. I was uncommonly struck with seeing officers going to the 
camp, and even the parade in the town, upon a droska, or, as they 
are called in Russ, a drojeka, an open cariiage, mounted upon 
springs, and four little wheels, formed for holding two persons, who 
8it sideways, with their backs towards each other, upon a buffed 
seat, frequently made of satin ; the driver wore a long beard (which 
we now began to see upon every rustic &ce), a large coarse brown 
coat, fastened round the middle by a red sash, was booted^ and sat is 
front, close to the horses' heels, whose pace was, as is usual in Rus* 
na, a full trot. 

We here exchanged our Swedish money at Mr. Broom's, and 
found the exchange against us. After having been so long strangers 
to the sight of any coin, we were surprised by seeing his Russian 
clerk, habited in a long blue coat, fastened round the middle by a 
sash, enter the room, perspiring under the weight of a coarse bag 
of five-copec pieces, a monstrous coin, fit for some infantine repub- 
lic, that might wish to excite a distaste for riches amongst her vir- 
tuous citizens, worth about three-pence Enghsfa. It ifiay be as well 
to nm over the coin of the country now: 

COPPER. 

One-fourth of a copec, called a polushka, very few in circulation. 

One-half of a copec, called a denishka. 

One copec. 

Two copecs. 

Five copecs. 

Ten copecs. 

SILVER. 

Five diver copec piece, rare. 

Ten ditto. 

Fifteen ditto. 

Twenty ditto. 

One-fourth of a ruble, worth twenty-five copeds. 

One-half of ^\ ruble, worth fifty copecs. 

A ruble, worth one hundred copecs. 
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The aigio betssveen silver andliank notes is now about twemy-five 
percent. 

GOXD.' 

A half imperial) worth five rubles. 
An in^erialf worth ten rubles. 

NOTES. 

^ The bilk are for five, ten, twenty-five, fificy , and one hundred 
rubles. 

The Risssians calculate always by rubles. A ruble is now wordi 
about two shilUngs and eight pence English. 

A silver ruble is equal to a paper ruble and twenty-five copecs. 

It is rather remarkable that the silver rubles, which were coined in 
the last and present reigns, have no impression of the heads of the 
last or present emperors. 



CHAP.TK.|6 

mUSTIC URBANITY WRETCHED VILLAGE NO. 1— -WtBOURG GREEK- 

RELIGION — A CHARITY SERMON— RELIGION AND EXTORTION— A WORD 

OR TWO TO FORTIFllD TOWNS— STARVED HORSES VOLUNTEER 

JACKET — APPEARANCE OF PETERSBURG— COSS AC — RENOWNED STATUS. 

W^HILST the peasants were adjusting our horses, four abreast to 
the carriage, in the yard of our kind and hospitable host, I was 
amused with seeing with what solemn and courteous bows the com- 
m<»9est Russians saluted each other ; nothing but an airy dress and 
a light elastic step were wanting to rank them with the thought- 
less, gay, and graceful creatures of the Boulevards des Italiens : 
here the Russian exterior was more decisively developed ; but I 
should wish to postpone a more particular description of it until we 
reach the caiutal ; it is now sufficient to observe, that the men in 
complexion and sturdiness resembled the tmnk of a tree, and that 
the women were remarkably ugly : I saw not a female nose which 
was not large and twisted, and the dress of the latter, so unlike their 
' sex in other regions, was remarkable only £6r filth and raggedness. 
Travelling is very cheap in Russian Finland : we paid only two co- 
pecs fi>r each horse per verst, except for the last post to Petersburg, 
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when wc paid five copecs. In Rusuan Finland the comfort of send 
ing an avant-courier to order horses ceases. On the road we met 
with several kibitkas, such as I have described. 

After we left Uperla, those extraordinary detached rocks, and vast 
stones, which hitherto had lined the sides of the roads and were scat- 
tered over the fields, began to assume a redder tint, and to shew a 
greater portion of ftiability than their hard and savage brethren 
which we had left behind, and gradually disappeared in deep sand ; 
the country presented a scene of extreme wretchedness. To the 
squalid inhabitants we might have said in the beautiful language of 
Cowper : 



- Within th* enclosure of your rocks. 



Nor herds have ye to boast, nor bleating flocks ; 
No fertilizing streams your fields divide, 
That shew, reversed, the villas on their side ; 
No groves have ye ; no cheerful sound of bird. 
Or voice of turde, in your land is heard ; 
No gn^teful eglantine regales the smell 
Of those that walk at evening where ye dwell." 

We halted at a village of old crazy hovels, composed of trunks 
of trees, rudely thrown across each other, and perched upon granite 
rocks ; every one of these forlorn abodes was out of the perpen- 
dicular, whilst, fix)m a little hole which feebly admitted the light, 
the smoke issued. The inhabitants were nearly naked, and looked 
like a race of animals formed in the anger of heaven. Instead of 
the green refreshing blade, parched hoary moss covered the earth ; 
where the limpid brook ought to have rippled, a narrow, slimy^ 
brown stream of reeking offensive water crawled mdolently and un- 
wholesomely along. Not a tree was to be seen ; not even a melan* 
choly fir ! Time, that bids the barrenness of nature bear, that ena- 
bles the shepherd and his flock to find shelter and rich pasture in 
the altered desert, has passed over these regions without shedding 
his accustomed beneficence. These people, or, as they are called, 
the Finns, I found always distinguishable in the capital ftx>m the pro- 
per Russian, by their squalid and loathsome appearance. 

Yet, even in this inhospitable spot are to be found what many a 
traveller in England has frequently lamented the want of, viz. the 
exposition of every diverg^g road carefiilly, and intelligibly maiiced 
out by a directing post. Although the peasantry of the country, in 
diese immediate parts, are so wi^tched, a considerable portion of 
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Russian Fkiland is considored to be as fertile in ^9fn as any part of 
tbe polar empire. 

We were prevented from reaching Wibourg on the day we set 
eff from Fredericksham, on account of our being detained^ for want 
oi horses, at Terviock, which forms the last stage to tiie former 
place. Here, as it was too hot to admit oi two sleeping in a chaise, 
I entered a sorry post-house; the room contained only a crib an4 a 
sheet, as aged, and as brown, and as filthy, as the post-^master's face 
snd hands, who, after having given me to imderstand that I might 
use the bed after he had done with it, very composedly jumped into 
It with his cloaths on, and soon made this Wack hole resound with 
one of the loudest, and least tuneal^e, nasal noises, I ever heard. 
Sleep sat heavy upon me, and with my pelisse for a bed, and my 
portmanteau for a pillow, I closed my eyes upcm the floor, which ap- 
peared to be the &vourite promenade of flies, fleas, and tarrakans. 
Necesrity, like 

** Mbery, acquaints a man with strange bedfellowa,** 

At three in the morning, I was awakened by the jingling of the 
bells of our horses, which the peasants very merrily gallopped up 
to the door. The sun was up, and threatened very speedily to de- 
gt2x>y the refreshiiig coolness of the air. At five we passed the bridge, 
]and were at the gate of Wibourg, the capital of Russian Finland. It 
is alarge, handsome, fortified town,a place of considerable commerce, 
and has been much improved since the terrible Are which happened 
in 1793. Like mice, who find no difficulty in getting into a cage, but 
^cnow not how to return, we were admitted within the gates of this 
town with perfect facility, but were detained no less than nine hours 
for a new post order, which must be signed by the governor or his 
deputy. It was Sunday, and whilst this was negociating, I visited the 
Greek church, which stands in a comer of the area where the pa- 
i»de is held, and is an elegant structure of wood, painted light yel- 
low and white, with a roof and dome of copper, painted green. It 
had a very light and pleasing eflect. Every Russian, before he as- 
cended the steps which led to the ^oor, rdsed his eyes to a little pic- 
ture of the Virgin, fixed to the cornice, and having uncovered his 
head, inclined his body, and crossed himself with his thumb and 
fore-*finger. The Virgin was framed and decorated with a project- 
jng hood of silver. If she had not been produced by the coarse and 

S 
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crazy imagination of the painter, it might have been supposed that 
one of the nfymphs, which we saw between Fredericksham and this 
place, had sat for the model. She was a brunette of the deepest ma- 
hogany, and bore no resemblance whatever to any branch of Van- 
dyke's holy family. 

In the Greek church images, musical instruments, and seats, are 
proscribed. Even the emperor and empress have no drawing-room 
indulgence here. No stuffed cushion, no stolen slumbers in padded 
pews, inviting to repose. Upon Entering the church, these people 
again crossed and bowed themselves, and then eagerly proceeded to 
an <^cer of the church, who was habited in a rich robe ; to him 
they gave one of the small pieces of money, and received in return 
a little wax taper, which they lighted at a lamp and placed in a gi- 
randole, before the picture of the sakit they preferred amongst the 
fegions enrolled in the Greek calender. Some of them had a bril- 
liant homage paid to them, whilst others were destitute of a single 
luminary. In the body of the chiurch were inclined tables, contain- 
ing miniatures of some of these sanctified personages in glass cases> 
adorned with hoods, of gold, silver, and brass, looking very much 
like a collection of medals. The screen, composed of folding-doors, 
at the back of the altar, to which a flight of steps ascended, vras rich- 
ly gilded and embellished with whole-length figures of saints of both 
sexes, well executed. In one part of the service the folding doors 
opened, and displayed a priest, called a Papa, in the shrine or sacris- 
ty, where lovely woman is never permitted to enter, for reasons that 
- ari uptravelled lover would wonder to hear, without caring for, and 
which I leave to the ladies to discover. The priest always assumes 
his pontificals in this place, ;whilst it constitutes a part of the privi- 
leges of a bishop to robe in the body of the church. The sacerdotal 
habit was made of costly silk and rich gold lace ; and the wearer, 
who appeared to be in the very bloom of life, presented the most 
mild, expressive, evangelical countenance, I ever beheld, something 
resembling the best portraits of our Charles I ; his auburn beard 
was of great length, fell gracefully over his vest, and tapered to a 
point. Seen, as I saw him, un> r the favour of a descending lighl^ 
he was altogether a nobly study for a painter. Afler reading the 
ritual in a low voice, during which his auditory crossed themselves, 
and one man, near me, in a long and apparenUy penitential gown of 
sackcloth, repeatedly touched the basement with his head: the con- 
gregation sung in recitative, and with their manly voices produced 
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m fine effect. This will suffice for a description of the Greek church ; 
as to its abstract mysteries, they are but little known, even to its fol^ 
lowers, who recognise the authority of their own priests only, and 
renounce the supremacy of the Roman pontiff. 

From this place we proceeded to a reformed catholic church, 
where the preacher was delivering, with apparently great pathos, a 
charity sermon, in German: every avenue was thronged almost to 
suffocation ; whenever the orator had made a successful appeal, his 
hearers testified their approbaticm in savage acclamations, and the 
proper officers seized these impressive moments to collect from the 
congregation the fruits of their bountiful dispositions, received in a 
little silk bs^g, fastened to the end of a long stick, from which de- 
pended a small bell, shaken whenever charity dropped her mite. 
. I had good reason to believe that our landlord, who was a thorough- 
paced Italian, had been a devotee here, and wished to supply by ex- 
tortion the vacancy which a sudden impulse of beneficence had oc- 
casioned in his purse ; for the fellow had the impudence to charge us 
ten rubles and fifty copecs for a breakfast, a plain dinner, and a bottle 
of claret. " Gentlemen," said he, in reply to our remonstrance, 
(which by the by was a successful one) ** why do you object to high 
^* charges? they are the inevitable consequences of approaching the 
" capital." There are some who, thinking with less respect than I 
do of the Russians, would have thought that they had inoculated this 
native of the south with knavery, but I was satisfied from his tone, 
. look, and gesture, that he took it in the natural way ; so wishing that 
we might never see his face, nor that -of a fortified town more, we 
mounted our carriage and proceeded to the gate leading to Peters- 
burg, where we were again detained at the guard-house three quar- 
ters of an hour, because it was necessary that the deputy governor 
should once more see his own wretched scrawl at the bottom of our 
•post-order, not then even perfectly dry. 

In what a situation would Engfish travellers in their own country 
have been,ivith all their accustomed irritability and impatience, if 
the sound sense of a angle vote had not overpowered the fortifying 
phrenzy of a certain illustrious engineer! How many governors, 
gates, and guards, would have been wished at the devil a thousand 
and a thousand times? The gratitude of those who are fond of locOf 
motive fecility, should long since have raised a monument to Wol- 
fran Cornwall. However, our stoppage reminds me to mention a cha- 
racteristic which I had forgotten : before all the guards-houses in the 
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north there is a raised platform of wood, upon winch are Uttle poaCs; 
i^;sdnst these the soldiers on duty recline their pieces. 

Thank heaven ! we are out of the town, ahhou^ the road b rery 
• sandy and hilly. We trarelled all night, and in attempting to as- 
cend a long and steep hill, our cattle began to flag. There is a very 
material difference between die Swedish and Russian Finn horses ; 
the latter are much larger, but very weak ; indeed tiiey sq)peared to 
be nearly in the situation of the hack of an eccentric genius, who re- 
solved to see whether his beast could not serve him without food ; for 
seven days the poor thing fasted, but just as his master had taught 
him to live without eating, he died. Upon observing the stoppage, 
our peasant (for in Russia mily one takes charge of the post-^iorses) 
descended, and breaking a sapling fir, would have belaboured his 
miserable animals most unmercifully, had we not interfered : fisuniiie 
or excess of labour had fixed them to the earth, and they had less 
motion than the firs of the dark and hideous forest in which the ac- 
cident befel us. I would not have answered for the perfect patience 
of Job, had he been obliged to drive four in hand in Russiioi Finland. ' 

In spite of the military jokes and sparkling philippics of Mr. 

Windham in the senate, I was resolved to see if a volunteer uniform 

had really noticing of value in it, but to excite a jest. I speedily 

mounted my jacket, and with the peasant walked forward to the next 

post-house, distant about two miles and a half. It was in the dead of 

a cloudy night ; as we approached the house, I saw upon a dt^eary 

heath six or seven sturdy peasants lying on each side of a great 

blazing fir-tree, fast asleep : 

" Allow not Nature more tlnan Nature needs ; 
« Man's life is cheap as beasts.*' 

The moment the post-master opened the door and beheld my regi- 
mentals, he bowed most respectfully, and upon the peasant's explain- 
ing the condition of our horses, he awakened the peasants by their 
fir fire, and dispatched four of them to assist in drawing the carnage, 
and the remainder to catch the horses in the adjoining woods for the 
next post ; he then very civilly placed three chairs in a line, and 
gave me a pillow, looking tolerably clean, and thus equipped, I was 
preparing to lay down, when a marchand de liqueur^ who lived in an 
opposite hotel, uncovered, with a large beard, a great bottle of quass 
in one hand, and a glass in the other, entered the room, and after 
crossing himself and bowing before me, he pressed me to drink; all 
these marks of distinction, to which let me add four good courier 
horses for the next sts^e, were the happy fruits of my volunteer 



A NORTHERN SUMMER. 103 

jox^bct. Thus satisfied, I enjoyed two hours of delicious sl^p, un|^ 
the jingling bells <^ our poor posuhorses announced the arrival of 
the vehicle, and of all the cavalcade. 

The following day we beheld the shining cupola and spires of tha 
capital, about ten versts from us, just rising above a long dark line 
of fir-forests. At twelve o'clock we reached the barrier, a plain lofty 
arch of brick stuccoed white, from each side of which a palisado ran, 
part of the lines oi this vast dty. There is no custom-house here, 
but we were detained nearly an hour, owing, as we afterwards found, 
to the officer of the guard, a very fine looking young man, and I dare 
say very brave withal, being somewhat of a novice in the mystery of 
readkig and wridng : our passports appeared to puzzle him dread- 
ftiUy, lA length a Serjeant, who douUless was the literary wonder of 
the guard-house, was sent for, and in two minutes relieved his offi- 
cer and the Englishmen at the same time. A fair-complexioned Cos- 
sac of the Don, habited in a pyramidal red velvet cap, sliort scarlet 
dhaky with a belt of pistols, a light fuzee slung across his shoulders, 
and a long elastic spear in his hsoid, mounted upon a little miserable 
high«boned hack, was ordered to attend us to the governor of the 
city, and with this garde d*honneur we posted through the vast suburbs 
of Wibourg, and at length ascended the emperor's bridge of pontoons 
or bai^s ; here the most magnificent and gorgeous spectacle burst 
upon me, and for a time overwhelmed me with amazement and ad- 
miration. 

The sky was cloudless, the Neva of a brilliant blue, clear, and 
nearly as broad as the Thames at Westminster bridge ; it flowed 
majestically along, becu*ing on its bosom the most picturesque ves- 
sels, and splendid pleasure barges ; as the eye rapidly travelled seve- 
ral miles up and down this glorious river, adorned with stupendous 
embankments of granite, it beheld its sides lined with palaces, state- 
ly buildings, and gardens, whilst at a distance arose green cupolas, 
and the lofty spires o*f the Greek churches covered with ducat gold, 
and glittering in the sun. Imme(tiately before us extended the mag- 
nificent railing of the summer gardens, with its columns and vases of 
granite, a matchless work c^ imperial taste and splendour. 

In the capacious streets of this marvellous city, we passed through 
crowds of carriages drawn by four horses at length, and a variety of 
rich equipages, and of people from all parts of the world, in their 
various and motley costume. At the governor's office we presented 
our passports, and the cossac left us. The cossacs have a curious ap- 
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pearance upon their little shabby horses, which have the reputatioti, 
however, of being remarkably fleet and -hardy ; their riders hold 
their spear, which is from fifteen to eighteen feet long, vertically rest- 
.ing upon their stirrup. It is said that they have the Acuity of calcu- 
lating from tke appearance of trodden grass, the number of men and 
of cattle that have passed over it, and even to ascerUdn the period of 
their passing. The cossacs are never trained to attack in squadrons : 
they are always placed in the rear of the army, and act only in a de- 
sultory manner upon the retreat of an enemy. At the governor's we 
were questioned by the officer upon duty, as to our motives of travel- 
ling, names, &c. &c. ; a description of his room will serve to give a 
general idea of the arrangements which constantly occur in the 
Russian houses : the apartment was divided by a partition of wood, 
of about three-fourths of the height of the room, indented at the top, 
and ornamented with little crescents ; behind this screen was his bed, 
and in a comer, suspended near the top of the cieling, was the framed 
and glazed picture of his favourite saint, before which a lamp was bur- 
ning ; this economy of space gave him the convenience of two rooms. 

Amidst the tumult of ideas which the scenes around us excited, 
we drove into the yard of Demoth's hotel, I believe the best in Pe- 
tersburg ; it is kept by some civil Germans, and stands on the side 
of the M(uka, a beautiful canal, having a rich iron railing and an em- 
bankment of granite. It may be as well now to caution the traveller 
against the free use of the Neva water, which, like that of the Seine, 
is very aperient. 

Our hotel was upon a scale with all the surrounding objects, and 
very crowded ; it was with great difficulty that we obtained two un- 
comfortable rooms, which, according to the custom of the place, we 
were obliged to hire for a week certain. One of these apartments 
was divided as I have described, and affi>rded a place to sleep in for 
the servant. The walls were covered with a complete crust of our 
old tormentors the ffies, which in Russia, at this season of the year, 
are little inferior to the plague of Egypt. After discharging the dust 
of Finland in a copious ablution, and partaking of a good dinner, at 
which, for the first time since we left Stockholm, we tasted vegeta- 
bles, I sallied forth, but tlie day was far gone. 

After hesitating some time, amidst such a blaze of novel magnifi- 
cence, what object I should first investigate, I resolved to present 
myself at the base of the statue of Peter the Great. All the wwld 
has heard of this colossal compliment paid by the munificence of 
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Catherine II, and the genius of Falconet, to the memory of that won- 
derful man, who elevated Muscovy to the rank of an European em- 
pire. Filled, as I was, with admiration of this glorious work of art, I 
could not help regretting that the artist had so much reduced and 
polished the granite rock, which, with great grandeur of conception^ 
forms th^ pedestal of the statue. The horse, in the act of ascending 
its acclivity, is intended to illustrate the difficulties which Peter had 
to encounter in civilizing his unenlightened people. Had this rock 
retted the size and shape which it bore when, as if propelled by 
some vast convulsion of nature, it first occupied its present place, 
with only a few of its asperities removed, it would have encreased the 
dignity and expression of the horse and his rider, and would have 
aistonished every beholder with a stupendous evidence of toil and en- 
terprise, which since the subversion of the Roman empire has no 
parallel. A gentleman, who saw this rock in Carelia, before its re- 
moval, describes it to have been forty feet long, twenty-two broad, 
and twenty-two high. It is of granite and onyx, and has a mixture of 
white, black, and grey colouring ; if I may judge of it by a seal, 
which the learned Dr. Guthrie presented to me, it is susceptible of 
a very fine polish. In six months the rock was removed fix>m its 
native bed to the spot where it now stands, partly by land and water, 
a distance of eleven versts, or forty -one thousand two hundred Mid 
fifty English feet, and cost four hundred and twenty-four thousand 
six hundred and ten rubles. So indefiitigable has been the labour of 
the chisel upMi its enormous magnitude and rugged coating, that its 
history is its greatest wonder. The genius of Falconet was evidently 
jealous of the rude but stupendous powers of nature, and was fearful 
that her rock might engs^e more attention than his statue ; hence he 
reduced the former, until he rendered it disproportioned to tlie co- 
lossal figures which it supports ; but he has thereby succeeded in 
bringing his work nearer to the eye of the beholder. Had he been 
content to have divided the homage with nature, he would not have 
been a loser. The head of Peter, which is very fine, was modelled 
by madame CoUot, the mistress of Falconet. The figure and the 
drapery are admirable, and the horse is worthy of being ranked next 
to his Venetian brethren^ those matchless works of art, which now 
adorn the gates of the Thuilleries. The spot where this statue is 
raised is always very much thronged, on account of its being cen- 
tral, and leading to one of the bridges. 

I bestrode one of the little droshkas which I have described ; my 
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drirer, who emitted a most pestiferous atmo^here of garlic^ with a 
tin plate upon his back, marked with his number, and the quarter to 
which he belonged (a badge which is used by ^ the fraternity, to 
fiunlitate their punishment, if they behave ill), drove me with im- 
common velocity. His horse had a high arch of ash rising from his 
collar, more for ornament than use. I was much struck with the 
prodigious length and breadth of the streets, and ynJ^ the magnitude 
and magnificence of the houses, which are built in the Italian style 
of architecture, of brick stuccoed, and stained to resemble stone. 
They are mostly of four stories, including the basement, in the cen- 
tre of which is generally a large carriage gate-way : the roof slopes 
xery gently, and is formed of sheets of cast iron, or of co^)er, paint- 
ed red or green ; and behind there is a great ywd, containing the 
out-houses, and ice-houses, and immense stores of wood. The vast 
number also of chariots, each of which was drawn by four horses, 
tl^ leaders at a great distance from the shaft horses, very much 
augmented tlie effect. The postilion is always a little boy, habited itt 
a round hat, and a long coarse coat, generally brown, fastened round 
the middle by a red sash, and, strangely reversing the order of 
things, is always mounted on the off horse, and carries his whip in 
his left hand. The little fellow is very skilful and careful, and it is 
pleasant to hear him, whenever he turns a comer, or sees any one ia 
the road before him, exclaim, or rather very musically sing, 
** paddee ! paddee ! paddee I" The coachman, or, as he is called, the 
Ishvoshick, is dressed in the same manner, and wears a long vene- 
rable beard ; behind the carriage are one or two servants in large, 
laced, cocked hats, shewy liveries, military boots and spurs. What 
an equipage for St. James's-strect on a birth-day I The beard of the 
Russian charioteer would here produce as strong a sensation as did 
the neat, formal, little bob wig of Iwd Whitworth's coachman in the 
streets of Paris. The carriage and horses in attendance are standing 
the greater part of the day in the court yards, or before the houses of 
■ their masters ; the horses are fed in harness, and the little postilion 
is frequently twenty-four hours in the stirrup, eats, drinks, and sleeps 
,on horseback, and the coachman does the same upon his box. A 
stranger immediately upon his arrival, if he wishes to maintain the 
least respectability, is under the necessity of hiring a coach or 
chariot and four, for which he pays two hundred rubles a month. 
Without this equipage a traveller is of ho consideration inPctersburg^ 
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CHAP. XI. 

ABVAVTAOBS OT THE IMPERIAL CXTT«-TBS TILLAGE AECBXTECT-^ 
TRB SUMMER OARDEES— KtStlVG— BORSES WITH FALSE BAIR— SWEET- 
MESS or RUSSIAN LANOUAOE^BEARDED MILLINERS— XllCORRUPTIBX« 

' LITY 07 BEARDS— GREAT RICHES AMASSED BT COMMON RUSSIANS— 
THE CAUSE or HUMANITY AND JUSTICE— MUSIC AND ARGUMENT 
BETTER THAN THE WHIP— A MEGRO'S NOTIONS— SLAVERY— THE NEW, 
KAZAN— THE KNOUT. 

Petersburg is wdrOiy of bdng the capital of an emigre as 
Inr^e as the half of Amxh Toore than twice the size of £ttr<q>e, and 
covered ndth a pqmkdon of forty nuffions of pec^^le. Its boundac 
ries measure about twenty English miles, but the circumferaice of 
the ground actually built upon is considerably less. The vast space 
of its streets and areas will ever give it superiority over every other 
European capital ; but its principal beauty arises from its beii^ the 
result of one mighty deeigfu 

In almost every other city, the buildings at once display the pro* 
gress of its pro^rity and taste. In some dark and narrow lane a 
ymbuce rears its head; or, m a handsome street, the eye is Suddenly 
<rfEended, by beholding the little squalid abode of a marchand de 
liqueur* Most townsi in their progress, have resembled the house 
of the Cornish fisherman, who at first thriftily bmlt his little abode 
«^<Mie story; becoming pro^rous, he resolved upon raimng it, and 
accorcingly sent for a neighbouring carpenter : the viUage architect, 
to whoiti, I suppose, the names of Holland, Wyatt, and Cockerell 
were as foreign as that of Pallaifio, upon being informed of the ob^ 
ject of his employer's wishes, the builder very jtidiciously begged^ 
him to stand up, took measure of his height, and raised his simple 
chateau one story hi^er, in which the owner and his wife could 
very comfortably walk without stooping. In process of time, the 

X 
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fisherman became rich by privateering ; the house must be enlarged ; 
the roof was remoTed, and two rooms, twice the height of those 
bek3W, occtqued the place <^ the garret, which was promoted one 
story higher. 

In the capital before us, time has been actively and ardently em- 
ployed in filling up one grand outline. What death prevented Peter 
the Gr^ from ex^futipgy 8ucce3s.iy4& s^er^igns, and partiQidadY 
C^herine II aad thr preaent Emperery with grei^ ta^s and ^leou* 
nvgement, havennaly accomplished. So rapidly has this city risen, 
that a traveller might think tiiat cme mind had planned, and one 
hand had executed the whole. Very few of the ancient wooden 
houses remain ; and those which have not yet fidlen f^ prey to time, 
are lost in the splendour of the buildings that surround them. 

Of the magical celerity with which buildings are constructed in 
Petersburg the reader may jodge, when he is ii^brmcd that five 
hundred 4ioble housea were erected in the last yei^ ; yet» tfaough 
b«^lAg so rapicQy advance in the city, its population, by the last 
dstim^te, it appears, has rather decfined, whilst that of die coimtry 
has encreased. I have before stated the amount to be forty mil* 
lions, in which two females are averaged to one rnale^ 
' To all great national works, the government and the gemus of 
the country have been propitious. Unbounded power x>resems aa 
^nperor of Russia with the lamp of Aladdfai: at his nod a ten^ 
0f ice rears its chrystal front, or a rocky mountidn floats upon the 
deep.* At Petersburg there is no public tb ccmsuk, the public 
buildings are therefore the result of one man's will. In Engtad 
the public is every thing, and the variety of its taste appears in the 
variety of its buildings. 

PetenA>urg is ^vided into three grand sections by the Neva^ and 
a branch of it called the Littie-Neva, which issues from the Ladoga 
lake, and disembogues in the gulf of Cronstadt: this division re- 
sembles that of Paris by the Seine. The first section is called the 
Admiralty quarter, situated on the south side of the river, and com- 



* The pedestal of Peter the Great, which was floated up the Neva on vast 
tafts. 
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pHUts the htf^9Bt 9ad iilost sOpefb pan of the ckfj tad » the rsn^ 
dsMpe of die anptiial ftmUyy the nMlkf, a principal part of ths 
mttohaHts and gontrx^and noarlf the whc^ of the trading Romcam 
nitf I tldapartiaibtinedintoamimberof isktidsb^the iotersectiofia 
oftheM6Bu,tlleFoBjtaDka9theK8Jtarkia,andNi]u>M The 

aeoond aectioftia named the Vasaili Oatro^ wtnatftd on the north* 
ipatt of the rmri vhere there are many public buildii^ and ckgant 
atreata; this part cointides with the Fauxbourg St Germain of 
Paris; and the third is called the Iriand a£ St. Petarabnrgy standing 
on the north idde of the riter^ and b distinguishable for containing 
the fortress and some good streets. 

The country about the city is very flat and sterile ; but the gar- 
dens in the suburbal part have been much improved by the introduc- 
tion of vast quantities of vegetable mould, which have been brought 
from distimt parts of the country, and also by ship ballast The 
morning after our arrival was q>ent in delivering our kttera. of Intro- 
duction ; and such is the spirit of hospitality here, so £:^uently and 
so justly extolled, that ijt became necessary to chronicle down ^ 
invitations that flowed in upon us from all quarters. 

In our walk upon this occasion^ it waswith astonishment that we 
belaid the bank and pavement of hewB graiute, which we first saw 
ia the English line in the Galeerenhof : figure to yourself a parapet 
and footpath of the hardest rock which nature produces, of great 
breadth and thickness, gracing the southern side of the river, and 
running parallel with a line of magnificent palaces and splendid 
mansions for near two English miles ! 

In the evening I visited the summer gardens that face the Nev% 
the palisade of which, unquestionably the grandest in Europa> is 
p<mq;x>sed of thirty-six massy Doric columns of solid granite, sur- 
mounted by alternate vases and urns, the whole of which, from th^ 
ground, are about twenty feet high, connected by a magnificent 
noting, formed of spears of wrought iron, tipped with ducat gold. 
The decorations over the three grand entrances are also exquisitely 
wrought, and covered with gold of the same superior quatity. A^ 
near as I could ascertain by my own paces, the length of this nu^* 
nificcnt b^ustrade must be about seven hundred feet. The pillars 
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would certainly be improved were they thinaer or fisted. It is 
customary to attend a little more than ordinary to dreaain this pc»- 
menade, as the imperial &mily frequently walk here. The ynMm 
are very exten^ve, umbrageous, and beautifol, though too regular; 
they are all of the growth of Catherine the second's taste and libe- 
rality. Here only the chirping of the sparrow is to be beard; not 
a thrush) limiet, or goldfinch, are to be found in Russia. Amongst 
the women, who were all dressed a la mode de Faris^ there vm« 
some lovely £ftces; but, to prevent incense being ofiered upon a mis- 
taken altar, let me hint that they were Polish beauties: to each of 
the group one might have said, 

" You are the crueU'st she alive, 

If you win lead these graces to the grave, 
And leave no copy." 

A young officer of the imperial guards approached one of them 
and kissed her hand, and, as he raised his head, the lady kissed hia 
cheek: it is the custom in Russia. Is it possible, bought I, that 
this spot, in no very distant day, owned a Swedish master? Can a 
Uttle paltry bridge make all this difference between the belles of the 
two countries? But I will leave this point undecided. Be it as it 
may, the salutation was the most graceful I ever witnessed : it was 
IHoUteness improved by the most charming gallantry ; bows, curtsies^ 
and salams are icicles to it. Whilst France furnishes us with caps 
«nd bonnets, and Egypt with dusky side-boards, may the Russians 
fix the universal mode of friendly meeting between the sexes for 
ever and for ever ! 

This captivating characteristic, and as the sun descends, the gen- 
tle sounds of lovers whispering in the shade, and the beauty of tiie 
spot, entitle the Summer Gardens to the name of the Nortiiem Eden. 
Where the parties are not Bsuniliar, the lady botos^ never curtsies: 
the attitude is very graced. As I am upon the subject of kissing, 
and quit it mth reluctance, I beg leave to state, that in Easter every 
Russian^ be his rank in life however humble, and his beard as large, 
long, and as bristly as ever graced or guarded the chin of a man, may, 
upon presenting an egg, salute the loveliest Woman he meets, how- 
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mwet high tier stotkm: they say, sueh is theomnq)6tenceof thecus- 
tom> thftt, (to*aig this ddldous festival, the cheek of the lovely £m^ 
pt«s» herself were she to be seen in the streets, woiild iiot be exempt 
from llie btissful privilege. 

As I ap^yroftched the Sutntner Gardens, to which a great number 
df equipage^ were hastening, it was curious to observe the prodigi- 
ous ^idness of &e horses' mfanes and tails, which are never cropped: 
to the toitierthe Russians pay a religious attention ; they even.carry 
H so far as to adorn them, as many of the British &ir decorate them- 
selv^ with false hair. To shew the vafious prejudices of mankind, 
it is only a short time since that mares were rode. On the appear- 
ance of a friend of mine, some years since, mounted upon one of 
^em, the men expressed their astonishment, and the women tittered. 
Geldings are prohiHted as useless animals. In the streets it is very 
common to see pairs of Russians, who in their dress much resembte 
the boys of Christ's Hospital, waUung hand in kand^ never arm in 
arm. 

The Russian language sounded very sweet to my ears, and peeu- 
Harly so as it ft>wed from tiie lips of madame Khremerof the Eng*- 
lish line. There is something very musical in the following ex* 
preasion : " PaTovr vldta^padeta suduy" Pray, sir, come and at by me: 
French is chiefly spoken amongst the well-bred Russians, who art 
said to be imperfectly acquainted with their own language : this » 
one of the foolish effects of fashion. The Russians always add the 
christian name of their fether to their own, witii the termination of 
ruitch or evitchy which denotes the son, as crvna or eona does the 
daughter. 

It requires some interest, time, and trouble, before a stranger can 
see the palaces and public buildings ; I therefore recommend him, 
through the medium of his ambassador, to be speedy in making the 
arrangements for this purpose. Whilst these matters were hego- 
ciadng in our fiivour, I resolved to make the best of my time in see- 
ing what lay expanded be&fre me. Accordingly, a friend of min^ 
ordered his Russian servant to drive us to the fortress : wh^i the 
man received his orders, he curled up his beard, took off hk hat, 
seratched his head, and expressed by his -maimer, some reluctance 
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« 

aad diflftttty wUeh arose^ as we afterwuTds founds item the borrar 
with wfak^ liie (xnomoii Rus^Ag f«|^ thtoiti^ 
acMHaining: th« $bite doagecmsi and i»f tha hDrrii>ie stortea ta vhkfc. 
they have ghren iHrtfa. As we galloped all the Wiiyi tbt Ul^al pai^itt 
Petersburg^ we soon crossed the Empc^mr^s hlidge, and parsed the 
^»wbnd|^ and outer oourt <^this meUoMdiQljr plaeey whkh Is bidk 
of massy walls df bricks fiM:cd with hewn gramtey of the same mal^ 
rials as the five basd^w which defeml it. We were-se^ j4ewii at tbt 
door of the church of St. Peter and St. P^ul, remarkable fot h»mf 
the buriali^laceof the Russian sovereigns, andibr tt^ loftf and beaiir 
tifiil spire, two hundred and ftnty feet high, richly covered widi 
ducat gold* The inside of the church was damp and <k*ea]y, and 
had no beauties of architecture to recommend it. In oblong sqqai^ 
s^ulchres of stone, raised and arranged in lines on the ng^t ^ tbt 
^unne, and covered with velvet richly embroidc^d with gold iffid 
^ver, repose the remams of Peter the Great, his £mpi*ess €athe«' 
rine, the celebrated peasant of Livonia, of Alexey, Anne, Elizabeth, 
and Peter III and Catherine II ; and, on the other side of th^ church, 
at a distancey is the tomb of Paul, the late eiit^peror, opposite to a 
whc^ l^igth painting of the saint of his name, covered like tl« 
others, but with more cost luid grandeur. An insgripdon in c(^9W 
informed us, that the unhappy Emperor died on the eleventh or 
twelfth of March, 1 80 K On each side of the church, very carelessly 
arranged, are banners of war^ truncheons, keys of dties, and arms, 
taken in battle by the Russians : amongst the former were eom^ 
Turkish colours taken by count Orloff, or rather, if merit had its 
due, by the British admirals, Greig and Dugdale, in the celebrated 
engagement of Tscheme, when the whcde of the vast Turkish fleet, 
except one man-of-wai* and a few galleys were burnt, so that << the 
<< sun at its rising saw no more of its flag." 

The view fi^om the belfry is one of the grandest spectacles I ever 
beheld : below flowed the Neva ; before us lay the whole city ex* 
pandedy froim the Convent des Demoiselles to the end of the Galeem* 
hofl*, a Kne of palaces and superb hguses, extending nearly six £ng«> 
lisb miles; immediately facing us was the marble palace, the pa« 
lace of Peter the Great ; the hermitage, the winter palace, crowded 
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with stataes and pillars; and the admiralty, ks c^urehi and ihe dom^ 
of the marhte church ; in the fortress' from this height Yf^ isould 
diieem ft mmiher of gloomy prison yards and th$ gratings of dun^ 
geooB, than vhich nothing could look more x^lfnohcdy ; and ateo 
the mint, which appeared a. handsome buUding, where the gold and 
idlvcr from the mines of Siberia are refined and ccHiverted into coin. 
Here also we had a fine view of the countrry over the- Wibourg 
aubin!bs, and in a <tistant part of tlK citadel was pointed out the court 
of the prbon in which the unfortunate young princess, who was en*- 
snared firom Leghorn by the treacherous stratag^ns of OrlofiP, and 
afterwards confined in this place, is s^ to have perished. The 
story of thb devoted young p^sonage is still wraiq>ed in some ol> 
seuri^ i After the burning of the Turkish fleets near Tscheme, a 
beautiful young Russian lady, attended by an elderly lady, appeared 
at Leghorn ; although she appeared without ^ovf , or the means of 
tiaaking any, her society was much courted on a,cGOunt of the sweet* 
ness and accomplishments of her mind, the attractions of her person, 
koA A certain air of majesty which particulaify distinguished her. 
To some of her most confidential finends she eomttumcated the &tal 
lecret, i^at she was the daughter^of the Empress Elizabeth by a pri- 
vate marnage, and that her pretensions to the throne of Russia were 
superior to those of Catharine II, to whose suspicious ear the com* 
municatbn was imparted with uncommon celerity. Allured by the 
deceitfiil solicitations of a Russian c^cer, who was an agent of count 
Orloff, who promised to espouse her cause, and to gain over the 
count, she came to Pisa in the beginning of the year 1775, where 
Alexey Orioff then resided in great magnificence during the repairs 
of Ms fleet. Upon her arrival the count pud his respects to her 
widi all the defbrence and cerem<»iy due to a reigning sovereign, 
affected to believe her story, and promised to support her pretensions. 
At length, after appearing with her at every fashionable |rface during 
the carnival, and paying her the most marked and flattering atten- 
tions, he avowed, in the most respectful manner, a tender passion 
for her, and submitted to her the glittering prospect of her mounting 
with him the throne to which she was entitled. Intoxicated with 
the idea, she gave him her hand. A few days after the nuptials, the 
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eotmt aanbumced a magnificent iharine entertainment in honour of 
the marriage. The young personage proceeded to his ship iii all 
unavailable naval pomp; as soon as she entered the cabin, gracious 
heayen, what a dispfaty of treachery was developed I Orloff upbraided 
her with being an impostor, and, the more barbarously to degra^ 
her, ordered her delicate hands to be &stened by handcuffs, which 
j^ been prepared for the purpose, and quitted the ship, which in^- 
'saediately sailed £Dr Cronstadt, fom whence she was brought to the 
(brtress in a covered barge, where she was immolatedf and never 
heard of more. It b supposed that vht was drowned in her dun* 
geoti, which was rather deep, during one; of the inundations of the 
Neva. In a part of this fortress is a little boat, which is said to be 
the fiither of the Russian marine, by having furnished Peter the 
Great, when a child, with the rudiments of naval architecture, which 
he afterwards so passionately pursued at Sardam. It was brought 
from Moscow, and dqxttited here with great pomp, in 1723, and 
was called by Peter " the Little Grandnre.** 

Upon our return firom the fortress, I took a viewed the oelebraled 
street called the Grand or JVevaki Perspective : it runs in a direct 
line from the church of the admirahy, from which the prindpai 
streets of the admiralty quarter branch like radii, to the monastery 
of St. Alexander Nev^: its length is about four nules, and its 
breadth not quite equal to that of our Oxford-street ; it is lined with 
very noble hou»s, and what will afford the most delight to the libe- 
ral and reflectii^ observer, with elegant churches, in which the de* 
vout man, without restnont^ may worship his God after the dictates 
of his own habits or persuasion. Here sectarian ftuy never disfi- 
gures the temple of the Almighty : the Greek and the ProtesUnt, 
the Armenian and the Catholic, here quietly pass to their res;^cdve 
ptux^ of devotion, and unite in landing up to th^ ti^pqpe «f ^li^ven 
the hallowed, though varying, »founds of thidr.|gQQ^^^ii|^oration, 
which, blending as they ascend, %harm:j^ie>dD^hei ear, with the 
most acceptable homage^ tH^Ntarmot^jof religion. 

The late Emperor very materially affected the beauty of this 
street, by destroying the foot-paths which .were formerly on each 
side, and forming a very broad path in the centre of it, which he 
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planted with Linden trees, and guarded by a low ruling. The idea 
was evidently taken from the beautiful Linden walk at Berlin, whidi 
originated in the exquisite taste and genius of Frederic, so jusdy 
called the Great. The trees look very sickly, and, for want of soU 
imd moisture, never can flourish, and cannot atone for the violation 
"Which is oflTered to taste. If this great nuisance were removed, the 
perspective would be one of the finest in Europe. The great bee- 
hive of the city, called the Gostinnoi dvovy is in this street ; it is a 
Yast building, wholly dedica^d to trade, containing two piazza sto* 
ries, and presentmg three unequal sides, the longest of which is up- 
wards of nine hundred fiset: imder this roof is an immense number 
of shc^ and stores : the neatness of the shops, and the dexterity 
and activity of the shopmen, cannot but impress a stranger. The 
haberdashers here, as in England, are fine lusty fellows, but add to 
their, athl^ic appearance a prodigious bushy beard ; this said beard 
is the pride and glory of Russian manhood: 

« It is the equal grace 

Both of his wisdom and his faoe/' 

iidiich the churches of the north and of the east protected with un- 
iommcai zeal and contumacy, whilst the razor of ecclesiastical dis- 
cipline committed sad ravages upon it m the southern and western 
regions: at one time, as if in derision, this venerable growth of the . 
human visage was cut into a tapering cone'; it next assumed the 
gravity of the scollop ; then it alarmed the ladies in wliiskers, and 
afterwards tickled their cheeks with a few monkish hairs upon the 
upper lip ; till at length the holy scythe, pursuing its victory, cleared 
every hair, until the chin assumed the polish and smoothness of an 
alabaster statue. 

The Russian beard struck terror into the soul of Peter the Great ; 
he dared not attack it It was not surprising that Catherine wished 
to see its honours shorn, but amidst her mighty and resplendent 
QQBquests, the beard remained not only unassaulted but unassailable ; 
and if a smooth chin is one of the characterisdcs of high ci^zationj 

Y 
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I believe the Russian will implore his saint to let him live and die 
a barbarian. 

The foUomng anecdote is an authentic one: A nobleman having 
kdd a wager upon the subject, offered a common Russian, one of 
his slaves, freedom and two thousand pounds to part with his beard; 
the reply of the poor fellow was, *' I had sooner part with my Hfe.** 
To return to the shops : before the door of each of them parades a 
fhop-boy, whose duty it is to importime every passenger to walk in 
and buy : this little fellow seems to partake of the same s^nrit which 
so indefatigaWy moves his brethren, who mount guard before the 
old clothes and slop shops of Monmouth-^treet 

The acuteness, frugality, and perseverance, of these peq>le, vir- 
tues which never £ul to raise for their fortunate possessor a pyramid 
of wealth, is surprising. Most of these tradesmen have been ras- 
noschiks, or ambulatory venders of little merchandizes in the streets, 
who, by a judicious application of the golden rule, " take care of the 
^ co/iecs, and the rubles will take care of themselves," well digested 
with black bread and a little quas, a common antiscorbutic acidulous, 
beverage, produced by pouring hot water on rye or barley, and fer- 
mented, have become marchanda dee modea^ or successful followers 
of other trades ; the fruitful principle of getting and saving has en- 
abled them to purchase houses, and commence money brokers and 
lenders, in which cs^mcity miany of them die immensely rich. 

These shopkeepers have also their phrases of allurement. The 
haberdasher says: « Walk in, ray fisdr one, we have straw bonnets 
<* which will very much become that pretty face; oh! how well 
" they would look upon you ! how much more your lover would 
" admire you in one t" In an adjoining shop, the shoemaker is 
seen sweeping the pretty foot of scnne fidr customer with his long 
beard, as he adjusts the glossy slipper. Upon tables, before the 
doors of the upholsterers, in whfch all descriptions of furniture may 
be purchased, plaster-of-Paris busts of Alexander and his lovely 
consort are presented to the eye : " Sir, I am sure you Kke the Em- 
^ peror and the Empress; they are exactly like the originals; you* 
« shall have them for twelve rubles ; I cannot sell them apart, they 
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<* nioait aot be separated^ they always go-together, wr ; ttity arc, you 
^ may rely upon it, exactly like the originalsw^' 

The onisummate knowledge wluch the Russian shoj^eeper posr 
a«s§e3 of the most complicated calculation, and the entangled ca.* 
pr}f::es^df that auaaeleofMx>loured goddess who presides over the ex- 
^hai^, is abaolutdiy astonishing. If he cannot write, he has 
recoume to a small wooden frame, containing rows of beans, or litUe 
lyooden indls, Btiruag xxposk stretched wires, and with this simple 
machine he would set the spirit of Necker. at .defiance.. It has becQ 
|he ^Bishion amongst travellers to assert, and they seem to have 
$dtem^ly received and imparted th^ prejudice, without the trouble 
^nd the justice of inakiiptg th^r own observations, that the Ruf^i^^ 
are thje greatest cheats in ;the universe. If the worthy shopkeeper^ 
i)f Xondon, of Pajrisb and ^f Vienna, had never bee^ known to co^sir 
4^ that the 



Is just as m\}ch as it will brin|;/' 

then, indeed, might Mercury, invested with his least favourat^e ttttri^ 
bu$e, regard the ^hoprboards of Gostinnoi dvor as Ihs chosen altars. 
Accustomed to obtain v/eaKlii in the detail, and to have their reser? 
tgits filled by partial drops, and not by coihous showers, they disr 
play Jthat Itttk trick, which may be seen in all other countries under 
^mtliu" infltfences. It is related of Peter ^e Great, that, when a 
deputation of Jews waited up9n him, to solicit permission to settle at 
Petenbui^ he readied: ^ My good friends, I esteem you too much 
*f to gi^ml'Jrou that favour, for my people will outwit you." 

The Russian has an apology for ^ craft ; nature furnishes him 
with it : he is doubly a 3lave, first to his immediate master, and se- 
condly to his Emperor. It is the policy of the poor felloyr to con- 
ceal, as cautiously as he can, not from the latter, for he is the fond 
&ther of his people, although qonstitutionaily his paramount owner, 
but from his immediate lord, the amomit of his profits: he does, 
what I have heard has been done in another country, where, thank 
Cod, p^tty legalized tyrajmy has never yet had an iQch of ground t9 
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rest upon! he makes an inaccurate return of income to i:v>(iid fttt 
augmented imposition upon his profits. Men^ vhiist they hxve 
wigs upon their heads, and robes upon their shocddert, may perhaps 
blame him, but yifhoi these grave and impressive habUimefita of 
morality are quietly placed upon their retpectiTe pegs, thdr own^ 
ers will, I am confident, {Nity, smile upon, and pardon, this hard and 
much injured toiling son of traffic. In so severe a degree does this 
sort of subordinate, and ever the most grinding and pernicious of all 
slavery exist,, that it is no unusual thing for a peasant to be ex- 
changed for a horse, and even a favourite dog. A certain Russian 
countess used to make her Calmuc girls read to her till she slept, 
and, under the pain of severe flagellation, continue to read afterwards, 
to prevent her being awakened by the effect of sudden silence, 

I one day saw a Russian, distmguished only fiwnn the commonest 
sort by the superiority of the cloth of his long coat, who had paid 
fifteen thousand pounds for his freedom, and had amassed by inde^ 
fatigable industry, a forttme of one hundred thousand pounds : and 
not fer from my hotel resided a Russian, who, in the short space of 
twelve years, with a fair character, had amassed nearly a million 
sterHng. 

I am ready to a^nit that the petty stratagems of the counter can 
never be justifiable, and that a propensky to conceal may increase 
them. The more assailants morality has, like every other assaulted 
power, the less is her security, and if she withstand, the greater her 
triumph ; whilst she is expelling knavery at one gate, ftikehood may 
enter at another, and this contentious combination frequently %etm* 
nates in the restoraticm and victorious settlement of both. Upon 
the mausoleums of few may jusdy be recorded the beautlfbl e)^taph 
which appears upon the tomb of the brave and generous Philip de 
Villiers de Tlsle d'Adam, in the imperial museum of monuments 
in Les Petites Augustines, at Paris : 

•* Here lies Virtiic, vancputbing Fortunt.*" 

But do nob let us think, that the Russian is naturally worse than 
his brethren in other parts of the globe. Heaven has scattered our 
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tofini^ties pretty equally ; and I must again repeat, that the little 
ttratagems of our northern brother find considerable palliation ift 
tfee law, thst secures not the fruits of his labour, but exposes him td 
the iron grasp of rapacious and unrelenting oppresdcHi. 

The late Catherine thought, that the glory of government did not 
cimsist akme in military triumphs ; alarmed, as she most assuredly 
was, yet whoUy uninfluenced, by the terrible storms of the French 
revolution, it was the anxious aim and the cordial desire of her long 
and splendid reign to civilize her people, by gradually unfolding to 
them, through a soft corrected medium, tine glorious light of free* 
dom. Her sagacious mind taught her to know, what Cowpet has 
(BO exquisitely described, that 



- all constraint 



Except what ^sdom lays on evil men, 

Is evil; hurts the faculties, impedes 

Their progress in the road of science ; blinds 

The eye-sight of discovery ; and begets 

In those that suffer it, a sordid mind 

Bestial, a meagre intellect, unfit . 

To be the tenant of man's noble form." 

The modem Semiramis made some, though inconsiderable advances 
in the abolition of this odious vassalage, and, during its continuance, 
checked its wantcm abuses by^some wholesome corrections. The 
same wise and benign desire exists in the breast of the reigning^ 
Emperor. Yet the labours of so noble an undertaking are immense. 
Genius and patience, finnness and perseverance, une^tinguishable 
enthusiasm and heroic philanthropy, must possess the head and heart\ 
of that being who accomplishes so glorious an achievement. Alas! 
baronial pnde and hereditary prejudice, and that invincible attach- 
ment of man to property, have opposed, and will long oppose, this 
•* consunmiation so devoutly to be wished." When once the Rus- 
sian peer shall talk of his estate by its quantity and quality, and not 
by the degradhig enumeration of so many heads of peasantry ; then, 
and not till then, can civilization make any rapid and ^tensive pro«- 
gress in this vast empire. 
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To say that Nature has irreversibly doomed the Russian t» bt a 
barbarian, b an assertion as digracefiil as it is unjust, and such as 
Nature has herself contravened. Amidst all the (^jMressioQ thii 
weighs him to the earth, that half associates him with the ruggcsd 
bear of his forest ; and taught, as he is, that his condition can never 
know amdioration, this poor slave of the north has displayed the 
most heroic valour in the field, the most gentle moderation in sue- 
cess, and the mildest unrepining philosophy in suffering : such as 
would have done honour to a Roman. If you ask whether the senr 
sibilities of nat^ore ever softened the Russian breast, read what the 
poor exiles have expressed in the desolate wilds of Siberia, and it 
will put the feelings of your own heart to their fullest proof. In 
those regions of gloom, the poet may catch some of the finest sub- 
jects for his muse. 

Let us not endeavour to convert the law of climates into the ruth- 
less decrees of immortal vengeance. Well did the poor African sjty^ 
** Ah ! massa, a good Negro is like a chesnut, all white ^thin ; and 
<' a bad Englishman is like an apple, thought perfect whe^ it has many 
^ little black grains in its heart." No I no ! the breast pi the Rus- 
sian is not unimpressible. The granite of his inclement region is 
hard and rugged, harder than any other rock; but under its rough 
sur&ce gems are sometimes found, and time and toil have proved 
that it is susceptible of a high polish. 

No one who has remarked the Russian with candour, who judges 
from what he sees, and not from what he has heard or read, will 
hesitate to pronounce him one of the best tempered creatures in the 
creation. He will bear the curse and scorn, and frequently the 
blows of his superior, with mildness. Revenge, almost sanctioned 
by insults, never maddens his blood; and knowing, perhaps, how 
hard it is to suffer without resisting, he is scarcely ever seen to strike 
the animal over which he has power. Hi^ horse is seldom propelled 
by any other influence than a few cherishing and cheerful sounds ; 
if this encouragement encireases not his pace, he dpes not, heated 
with savage fury, dissect the wretched beast with the scourge, beat 
out an eye, oi; tear out the tongue ; no ! his patient driver begins ta 
sing to him, and the Russians are, all £unous singers, as I shall here- 
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after tell ; if the charms of music have no influence, on his legsy he 
then begins to reason with him : " You silly fellow ! vrhy don't yoti 
** go on faster ? come, get oft, get on, don't you know that to-mor- 
** row is a prashnick (a fest day) and then you will have nothing to 
** do but to eat ?" By this time the sulky jade has generally had 
her whim out, and trots on gaily. His horse is the object of his 
pride and comfort^ well observing the wisdom of a Russian proverb, 
" It is not the horse but the oats that carry you :" as long as the 
animal will eat he feeds him ; and his appearance generally honours, 
and his grateful services remunerate, the humanity of his master. 
A Russian, in the ebullition of passion, may do a ferocious thing, but 
never an ill-natured one. No being under heaven surpasses him in 
the gaiety of the heart. His little national song cheers him where- 
ver he goes. Where a German would smoke for comfort, the Russian 
sings. There is nothing cold about him but his wintry climate ; 
whenever he speaks, it is with good-humour and vivacity, accompa- 
nied by the most anunated gestures ; and although I do not think 
that the Graces would at first pull caps about him, yet in the dance, 
for spirit and agility, I would match and back him against any one 
of the most agile sons of carelessness in the Cham/is Elys^es. 

In his religious nodons the Russian knows not the meaning of 
bigotry, and what is better, of toleration. He mercifully thmks 
that every bne will go to heaven, only that the Russians will have 
the best place. When these simple children of Nature address 
each other, it is always by the affectionate names of my father, my 
mother^ my brother, or my sister, according to the age and sex of 
the party. To these good qualities of the heart let me add the fa- 
vourable and manly appearance of the Russians, I mean the proper 
Russian : during my stay in their residence I never saw one man 
that waff either lame or deformed, or who squinted, and they are re- 
markable for the beauty of their teeth. Their dress is plain and 
^mple, consisting of a long coat of woollen cloth, reaching to the 
knees, and folding before!, fisLStened round the middle by a sash, inlQ 
which his thick leather gloves are generally tucked, and frequently 
it holds his axe ; his drawers are of the same stuff with his coat, and 
his legs are usually covered with heavy boots, or swathed round 
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with bandages^ for they scarcely ever wear atoddngs, aiMl for 8lioi» 
he uses coarse sandals made iji cloth and the matted bark ^ linden 
or birch ; his hair is always croiq)ed: the dress of the cammos 
women did not appear to me to vary much from that of oar 
own females of the same degree ; it con^sted of a tanic> generally 
of some shewy colour, with the sleeves of the shift appearing. The 
milk-women looked very well in this dress; and the manner in 
which they carry an ashen bow, from the ends of which are sus* 
pended little jars covered with matted birch bark, resting upon one 
shoulder, gives them an imcommonly gracefol appearance. Whea 
the tradesmen's wives go out, they generally cover the top of their 
caps with a large red silk handkerchief, which 6Jls behind : this ap- 
peared to be a very favourite decoration. 

Prudence demands some little knowledge of a character before 
we associate with it, and it is with great pleasure that in this early 
stage I present the Russian. 

What of good he has he owes to himself; his foibles^ and they 
are few, originate elsewhere : he is the absolute slave of his lord, 
and ranks with the sod of his domains; of a lord whose despotism 
is frequently more biting than the Siberian blast. Never illumined 
by educa^n, bruised with ignoble blows, the object, and frequently 
die victim of baronial rapacity, with a wide world before him, this op* 
pressed child of nature is denied the common right of raising his shed 
where his condition may be ameliorated, fiermitted only to toil in a 
distant district imder the protection of that disgraceful badge of vas- 
sal£^e, a certificate ofleave^ and upon his return compellable to lay the 
scanty fpuits of his labour at the feet of his master ; and, finaUy, he 
is excluded from the common privilege which nature has bestowed 
upon the birds of the idr, and the beasts of the wilderness, of chusing 
his mate ;- he must marry when and whom his master orders. Yet 
under all this pressure, enough to destroy the marveUcnis elasticily 
of a Frenchman's mind, the Russian b what I have depicted him. 
If the reader is not pleased with the portrait, the painter is in findt 
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CHAP. xn. 

PXDESTRIANS, HOW CONSIDERED — THE SCAFFOLDING OF THENEWKAZAV 

CHURCH — GREAT INGENUITY OF COMMON RUSSIANS — THE MARKET 

THE KNOUT — CRUELTY OF THE EMPRESS ELIZABETH— PUNISHMENT 
OF TWO LOVELY FEMALES. 

As I have described that focns of trade, the Gostmnoi-dvor, I must 
not omit to memicm that in the continuation of the perspective towards 
the admiralty^ an Englishman, of the name of Owens, carries on a 
prodigious trade, chiefly in English manufectures ; his house, which 
is a very ms^nificent one, has twenty -five rooms en suite, which are 
filled with the most beautiful merchandize ; each room is a separate 
shop, and attended by persons who are solely attached t© it: the pro- 
menade, through magazines of music, of books, of jewels, of feshions, 
&c. is very agreeable, and I believe perfectly novel. The respecta- 
ble and enterprising proprietor is said frequently to receive one 
thousand pounds sterling in one day : it is the constant and crowded 
resort of all the fashicm of Petersburg. 

In the streets I rarely ever saw a Russian above the lowest degree 
walking ; the very taylor bestrides his droshka to take measure of his 
customer, and even many of the officers ride to the parade : this 
may arise from the great extent of the city, and the distance which 
- one place is from another. If a gentleman is seen on foot he is im- 
mediately considered t6 be an Englishman, who wishes to examine 
the city ; protected by this consideration, and this alone, he is re- 
garded witli tokens of courtesy, should a Russian noble of his ac- 
<iuaintance gallop by in his chariot and four. An Englishman is the 
only privileged foreigner who may, with safety to his o^vn dignity, 
perambulate the streets, and investigate the buildings of Petersburg. 

As I walked down the Linden footpath of the Grand Perspective, 
I observed almost every passenger, with whatever hurry he seemed 
to be moving, stop short before a church on the right hand, a little 
bek)W the shops, take off his hat, bow, and touch his forehead, and 
«ther side of his breast, and then proceed. This building was the 
church of the Mother of God, of Kazan, which, although an inferior 
^juilding, is, in religious^stimation, the most considerjible of the 
Greek churches, on account of its containing the figure of the Vir- 
gin. Upon all public occasions, the emperor and c6urt assist, wil^ 
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great splendour, in the celebration of divine worship here. Behind it 
was a vast pile of scaffolding, raised for the purpose of erecting a 
magnificent metropolitan church, in the room of the one which I 
have just named. This place of worship, when completed, will sur- 
pass in size and splendour every other building in the residence ; and, 
if I may judge from the model, will be little inferior in ms^^tude 
and grandeur to our St. Paul's. , The emperor has allotted an enor- 
mous sum for its completion: all the holy utensils are to be set with 
the richest diamcxids; even the screen is to be sti^dsd with precious 
stones. The scaffolding of this colossal temple is stupendous, and 
most ingeniously designed and executed, and would alone be suffi- 
cient to prove the genius and indefatigable labour of the Russians. 
Most of the masons and bricklayers who were engaged in raising the 
New Kazan, as well as those who are to be seen embellishing the city 
in other parts, are boors from the provinces. The axe constitutes the 
carpenter's box of tools : with that he performs all his work. No one 
can observe with what admirable judgment, perspicuity, and preci- 
sion, these untutored rustics work, and what graceful objects rise 
from their uncouth hands, without doing them the justice to say, that 
liiey are not to be surpassed by the most refined people in imitation 
and ingenuity : from me they have drawn many a silent eulogium, 
as I passed through the streets. 

Whilst I was gt^zin^ upon the New Kazan, the foundation of 
which, as well as the pedestals of the columns, are already raised, on 
a sudden all the hats flew off about me, in compliment to the empress 
dowager, and her lovely daughters the grand duchesses, who, witii 
their attendants, were passing in two very plain carriages of a dark 
olive colour, drawn each by four horses, with two footmen behind, in 
liveries of the colour of the carriages, with a red cape, large cocked 
hats, and military boots : upon the pannels were merely the letter 
E. and the black eagle. This august fiimily, like that of the sove- 
reign of England, but with less show, frequently ride about the city, 
and pay friendly visits. 

Strolling nearly to the end of the Perspective, I found myself in 
the market-plade, and saw lying near the great market, scales, the 
apparatus to which delinquents are fastened, when they receive the 
punishment of the knout, that terrible scourge which Peter the 
Great, and the empress Elizabeth, were perpetually raising over tiie 
heads of their subjects, but which the mercy of the present emperor 
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never, except for crimes of the deepest dye, permits to be exercised 
with fatal violence. The last man who perished by it broke into 
the cottage of a family consisting of five persons, in a dark night, and 
butchered every one of them with a pole-axe. An act of such wan- 
ton barbarity, and so alien to the character of the Russian, did not fail 
to excite the highest sensations of horror. After a £air trial, the mur- 
derer was twice knouted ; and, upon receiving his last punishment^ 
was, m the language of the Russian executioner, ^fimahed^* by re- 
ceiving several strokes of the thong dexterously applied to the loins, 
which were thus cut open : the miserable wretch was then raised, and 
the ligaments which imited the nostrils were terribly lacerated by 
pincers : but this latter part of his punishment, as I was informed by 
a gpentieman who was present, created no additional pang to the suf- 
ferer, for the last stroke of the scourge only fell upon a breathless 
body. When a criminal is going to receive the knout, he has a 
right, if he chuses, to stop at a certain kabac, and drink an allowance 
kA liquor at the expense of government. 

I question if the cruelty of pimishment is to be determined by the 
quantum of vmnecessary s^ny which it causes, whether the infiic- 
tum of death by suspension is not almost as barbarous as the knout : 
sufferers in the former^mode have been seen to display, for eight and 
ten minutes, all the appearances of the most horrible torment. There 
is no mode of putting a capital offender to death so swift and decisive 
as decapitation. The scaffold, the preparation, the fatal stroke, the 
blood, are pregnant with exemplary and repulsive horror: the pang 
of the sufferer is instantaneous-^— all the substantial ends of justice 
are effected with all possible humanity. 

In Rus^ ladies of rank have suffered the punishment of the 
knout: the Abb6 Chappe D'Auteroche relates the circumstance of 
an execution of this nature which took place in the reign of the cruel 
Elizabeth. He states that madame Lapookin, who was one of the 
loveliest women belonging to the court of that empress, had been 
intimately connected with a foreign ambassador who was concerned 
in a conspiracy against Elizabeth, and, on this account, his fair* Com- 
panion was denounced as an accessory in his guilt, and condemned to 
undergo the knout: the truth was, madame Lapdwfci had been in- 
discreet enough to mention some of the endless amours of her im- 
perial mistress. The beautiful culprit mounted the scaffold in an 
elegant undress, which encreased the beauty of her charms, and the 
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interest of her situation. Distinguished by the captivation of her 
mind and person, she had been the idol of the court, and whereTer 
she moved she was environed by admirers : she was now surrounded 
by executioners, upon whom she gazed with astonishment, and seem- 
ed to doubt that she was the object of such cruel preparations. One 
of the executioners pulled off a cloak which covered her bosom, at 
which, like Charlotte Cordey, as she was preparing for the guillo- 
tine, her modesty took alarm, she started back, turned pale, and burst 
into tears. Her clothes were soon stripped off, and she was naked ta 
the waist, before the eager eyes of an immense concourse of people 
profoundly silent. One of the executioners then took her by both 
hands, and turning her half round, raised her on his back, inclining 
forwards, lifting her a litUe from the ground; upon which the other 
executioner laid hold of her delicate limbs with his rough hands, ad- 
justed lier on the back of his coadjutor, and placed her in the pro- 
perest posture for receiving the punishment. He then retreated a 
few steps, measuring the proper distance with a steady eye, and 
leaping backwards, gave a stroke with the whip, so as to carry away 
a slip of skin from the neck to the bottom of her back ; then striking 
his feet against the ground, he made a second blow, parallel to the 
former, and in a few minutes all the skin of the back was cut away in 
small slips, most of which remained hanging to her chemise : her 
tongue was cut out immediately after,and she was banished to Siberia. 

It is impossible to reflect upon this savage scene, in which the 
empress betrayed all the qualities of a ruthless barbarian, without 
equal horror and indignation. History represents Elizabeth as the 
most indolent, voluptuous, and sensual, of her sex, which her por- 
traits fully confirm. An anecdote is related of her, which proves, 
if any thing further were wanting, that she was a total stranger to 
feeling. One of her ladies in waiting, who was far advanced in years, 
and laboured under a great weakness in her legs, one day very 
nearly fainted in the presence of the empress from the fatigue of 
standing. Elizabeth observing her situation, enquired the cause ; and, 
upon being informed, she coolly replied: " Oh, is it so? then lean a 
«* little {gainst those drawers, and I will make believe that I don't 
« see you. " 

The late empress Catherine exercised her vengeance upon a 
similar occasion with more lenity, but in a very mortifying maimer^ 
A lovely young woman, who had married the count M- , one of 
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her di&carded fevourites, obtained from her husband some singular 
particulars respecting his intimacy with the empress, which she very 
injudiciously related to some of her female friends at Moscow^ 
where she resided. Not long after, just as the lady and her husband 
were resigning themselves to sleep, they were awakened by a loud 
knocking at the door of their chamber, which the husband unbohedy 
when a stout police officer entered with a large rod in one hand, and 
an imperial order in the other. The husband was commanded to 
kneel on one side of the bed, and make no resistance or noise, as in 
the next room there were several brethren of this summary minister 
of justice in wcdting. The lady was ordered, just as she was, to de- 
scend from the bed, and lay herself upon the floor ; the officer then 
tied her hands and feet, and gave her a severe whipping : when he 
bad finished the discipline, he loosened her, raised her up, and said, 
^ This is the pumshment which the empress inflicts upon tattlers j 
<* the next time, you go to Siberia." The story was soon buzzed 
abroad, and the poor young lady could not appear for some time 
after in Moscow without exciting a titter. 

. In her pleasures, Catherine only reflected upon the unbridled in- 
dulgences of the sovereigns of the opposite sex, which she cherished 
as precedents of indisputable authority. As an £m/ires8^ she consi- 
dered herself above those restraints with which the protective code 
of society has environed the delicacy and chastity of women, the 
bright lustre of which cannot be breathed upon without being sullied. 
It is not likely that I, who belcaig to a country which female modes- 
ty has selected for her favourite residence, and in the diadem of 
which she has fixed her whitest plume, should advocate the licenti- 
ousness of Catherine; yet it is but justice to her memory to say, 
that she endeavoured to conceal her &ulty pleasures under a sur^ce 
of refinement; that she punished, with efficacious severity, every 
inclination to depravity in her court ; and that she laboured only to 
make the better parts of her character exemplary. 

The present empress dowj^er, though past the meridian of beauty, 
exhibits very powerful traces of her having been one of nature's 
^vourites. Her complexion is very fine, her face full, her eyes of 
hazel colour, sweet and expressive ; her person somewhat corpulent, 
but very majestic. Her manners are in a peculiar degree soft,benign» 
and captivating. She devotes herself to the education of the younger 
branches of her augiist ^onily, to the si4)erintendence and encou- 
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ragement of benevolent institutions, and to a very tasteful cultiva- 
tion of the arts. One of her pursuits is somewhat singular: she is 
an excellent meds^ist. I have seen some of her works in this elegant 
branch of art) as well as some of her chasmg in gold, which would 
do honour to any artist. Her needle-work is also very beautiful, and 
must be admired even by those who have beheld the exquisite per- 
formances of a Linwood. 

The present emperor Alexander is about twenty-nine years of 
age, his &ce b full, very fsdr, and his complexion pale ; his eyes 
Wue, and expressive of that benificent mildness which is one of the 
prominent features of his character. His person is tall, lusty, and 
well proportioned ; but, being a little deaf, to facilitate his hearing, 
he stoops : his deportment is condescending, yet dignified. In the 
Ascharge of his august duties he displays great activity and acute- 
ness, but without show and bustle : the leading features of his mind 
are sound discretion and humanity, qualities which cannot fail to 
render an empire flourishing, and a people happy. He is so much 
an enemy to parade, that he is frequently seen wrapped up in hia 
Tegmental cloak, riding about the capital alone, upon a little com- 
mon droshka: in this manner he has been known to administer to 
the wants of the poor. It is his wish, if he should be recognized in 
this state of privacy, that no one will take off their hats ; but the 
graciousness of his desire cmly puts the heart in the hand as it un- 
covers the head. I have many times seen him in a chariot, perfectly 
plain, of a dark olive, drawn by four horses, driven by a bearded 
coachman, a common little postilion, and attended by a single foot- 
man. Soldiers are always upon the look-out for him, to give timely 
notice to the guard of his approach ; without this precaution it would 
be impossible, amidst the crowd of carriages which is to be seen in 
the residence, to pay him the honours due to his rank. The empe- 
ror is very much attached to the English, numbers of whom have 
settled in the empire, and have formed, under the auspices of the 
government, a sort of colony. The emperor has often been heard to 
say, that " The man within whose reach heaven has placed the 
** greatest materials for making life happy, was, in his opinion, an 
" EngUah country Gentlemen, " 

Although the emperor has never visited England, he is perfectly 
acquainted with its character and manners, as he is with its lan- 
guage. A very amiable and respectable Eng^fth gentleman, Mr. G. 
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of the treasury, was, by the vnsh of Catherine, brought up with him, 
and was the play-Aiate and associate of his early years^ The inci- 
dents of boyish days, so dear to every feeling and geneh>us mind, 
left their accustomed impressions upon the heart of Alexander; and 
though time placed him at an immeasurable distance from his early 
companion, he has never ceased to honour him with the most gra- 
cious regard ; in the display of which he exhibited the emperor only 
in the munificent proofs of his friendship. I heard another instance 
of the strong partiality of Alexander for England. When an English 
gentleman, who, a short time before the death of Paul, had fre- 
quently played duets upcm the flute with the grand duke, was pre- 
paring to quit the empire for his own country, in consequence of 
the sudden antipathy which the former had taken to our country- 
men, after the close of the last piece they ever performed together, 
Alexander thus feelingly apostrophized the flute of his friendly mu- 
dcian, as he held it in his hand : " Adieu, sweet instrument 1 you 
" have charmed away many an hour of care ; often and deeply shall 
« I regret the absence of your enchanting sounds; but you are 
" going to breathe them in the best and happiest country in the 
'* world. " These are trifling anecdotes to record ; but they con- 
duct the reader to the heart. 

« Man is most natural in little things." 

How much, and how justly, the emperor is beloved by his people, 
will occasionally appear as I proceed. The Russians, who have had 
so m^aiy foreign princes to govern them, behold with enthusiastic 
f<Hidness an emperor bom in Russia. The fece of the reigning em- 
press is very sweet and expressive ; her person is slight, but very 
elegant, and of the usual height of her sex ; she is remarkably 
amiable, and dniident, even to shyness. Her mind is highly cultiva- 
ted, and her manners soft, gracious, and fascinating. Her sister, the 
queen of Sweden, if there be any fidelity in the chisel of Sergell, 
must be a model of female beauty. The emperor and empress have 
no fiimily. They were united at an extraordinary early age, from a 
wish of Catherine to contemplate as many of her posterity, who 
were destined to succeed to the throne, as she could before she 
died. The two grand duchesses, who are grown up, do honour to 
the care of their imperial mother, and excite the attachment and 
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admiradon of all who approach them. The youngest of the two was 
married to the prince of Saxe Weimar, during my stay in Peters- 
burgh ; and as the ceremony of their nuptials will illustrate the man- 
ners and customs of the Russians, I shall hereafter give a brief de- 
scription of it. 

From the place of execution in the market place, I made my way 
to the monastery of St. Alexander Nevsky, at the very extremity of the 
eastern part of the city. In the street were several carts standing, 
filled with peas in pod, with their roots just as when they were pul- 
led up from the garden, and with their stalks, which the poor people 
bought, sometimes for themselves, and sometimes for their horses; 
to both, the vegetable, which was eaten shell and stalk together, ap- 
peared a dainty. The monastery occupies a vast space of ground, is 
moated round, and contains a magnificent church, surmoimted by a 
vast copper dome, a chapel, the cells, refectories, and dormitories for 
JMXty monks, a seminary and the residence of the metropolitan arch- 
bishop. The front of tlie basement of the buildings, which are all con- 
nected together, is painted of a deep crimson colour, and, from 
the immense quantity and size of the windows, resembles a collection 
of colossal hot-houses. 

In the church, which is very elegant, I saw the shrine of St 
Alexander Nevsky, the tutelar saint of Russia, formerly one of its 
sovereigns, who was raised to that distinguished honour in conse- 
quence of his having most gallantly repulsed the Swedes, or Finns, 
some centuries since, on the banks of the Neva. The monument, 
and military trophies which adorn it, as well as the pillars and cano- 
py under which it stands, are of wrought massy silver, made from 
the first ore of that metal ever discovered in Russia. One of the 
columns, which forms the back of the space allotted for the im- 
perial family, is a whole-length portrait of the late empress, well ex- 
ecuted. The altar, screen, and decorations, are very superb. There 
are cloisters round the whole of the buildings, formed almost entire- 
ly of double windows, by which in winter every house in Russia, of 
the least respectability, is protected agcdnst the terrible severity of 
the cold ; the joists, and all other avenues of sdr, being either cover- 
ed with pasted paper or felt. Every part of the monastery appeared 
to be very neat and clean, and the mansion of the archbishop hand- 
some. The chanting of some fine deep-toned voices attracted me to 
the chapel, where the monks, assisted by the priest, were at their de- 
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Totion. The dress of the former is singularly gloomy ; on their 
heads they wore a high hat, covered with black crape flowing down 
the back : the habit, which fell below the ancles, was black cloth 
lined with a sombre dark blue stuff, their beards were of a great 
length, and each monk carried a rosary of brown or black beads. As 
I was returning, several beautiful monuments in the church-yard 
attracted my steps ; they appeared to be constructed and arranged as 
in England. While engaged in examining them, an elderly lady, in 
deep mourning, apparently about sixty years of age, with a pale but 
dignified face, leaning upon the arm of a graceful youth, clad in the 
same suit of sorrow, slowly passed by me, and at some distance 
stopped before, a small but elegant tomb, which, from its unsullied 
whiteness, had the appearance of having been but very lately erected. 
I noticed them unobserved. They stood under the shade of a wide 
spreading silver birch, and turning towards the church of the monas- 
tery, the youth pulled off his hat, and they both prostrated and cross- 
ed themselves, according to the forms of the Greek faith ; the female 
then, clasping her hands, dropped her head upon the pedestal of the 
monument, and appeared to be lost in profound and affecting mecUta- 
tion. The young man knelt by her side, and, if I mistook not the 
cause which moved his hand, he wept. Some minutes elapsed, they 
then arose, tenderly surveying the spot, ascended a hillock of grass, 
and kissed a little marble urn, which surmounted the monument. 
My conjecture enclosed in it the heart of some long-loved husband 
and father. They then withdrew in the same sad, solemn, and im- 
pressive maimer, with which they entered, and I approached the ob- 
ject of their melancholy regard. The pedestal which supported the 
urn was embellished with two medallions ; one represented Resigna- 
tion, with the face of a beaudful female, upon which the most ange- 
lic sweetness appeared to triumph over languor and pain ; the other 
depicted Hope, modestly, yet ardently looking to heaven. There 
^as a small inscription between the two heads, in Russ, and under- 
neath, the figures 1804. The Russians, like wise people, alvirays bury 
their dead in the suburbs. The late empress never permitted burials 
in the day ; she thought, with some reference to the popular preju- 
dice, that the gloom of the spectacle ought to be confined, as much 
as possible, to the relatives of the deceased ; and I should suppose 
that her ukase, regulating this awful ceremony, still continues, for I 
never saw a funeral during my stay in Russia. 

A A 
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The reader will, I am smre, be pleased whh the beauty and patho^ 
of the following stanzas, which form a part of the hymn recited over 
&e body previous to its inhumation. 

« Oh, what is life ? a blossom I a vapour or dew of the morning 1 
« Approach and contemplate the grave. Where now is the graceful 
« form I where is youth I where the organs of sig^t I and where th^ 
" beauty of complexion ! 

" What lamentation and wailing, and mourning, and strogglingj 
" when the soul is separated from the body ! Human life sscetns altck 
'^ gether vanity ; a transient shadow ; the sleefi of error; the wueotdHng 
«* labour of imagined existence. Let us therefore fly from every cor- 
" ruption of Ae wotld, that we may inherit the kingdom of heaven.^ 

** Thou Mother of the Sim that never sets ; Parent of God ; we be- 
^ seech thee intercede with thy divine offspring, that he who hatH 
" departed hence may enjoy repose with the souls of the just Uli- 
^f blemished Virgin ! may he enjoy the eternal inheritance of heaven 
<* in the abodes of the righteous." 

The superstition of the Russians is very great. Ujwn the cerc- 
diony of blessmg the waters in the vmitcr, when a large Ijole is per* 
forated m the Neva, a woman supplicated a priest to immerse her 
new-bom child ; the priest consented ; but in dipping the nMser^le 
little sufferer, his fingers were so benumbed, that he irrecovcrd)l7 
dropped it under the ice ; the parent^ vdth a smile of deUght, ex- 
claimed, « He is gone to heaven." 

In one of the churches I saw a woman doing penance for the fol- 
lowing crime : She had not long been married before she polluted 
the bed of her husband, whom she used to keep in an almost constant 
state of intoxication. One day, whilst she was indulging herself in 
her adulterous attachment, her husband unexpectedly appeared per- 
fectly sober : stung with jealousy by what he saw, he sprang upon 
his guilty rival, and with a knife stabbed him to the heart. The laws 
df England would have protected the miserable man, but by those of 
Russia he was knouted and sent to Siberia ; and his vdfe, who was 
the authoress of this bloody tragedy, was ordered by her priest to 
prostrate herself six Inmdred times a day for two years, before the 
Virgin. Her conscience and her bigotry enforced punctual observ- 
ance of the prescribed mortifications. By the Russian laws, if the 
husband is of a tyrannical and violent temper, a woman may 
commit adultery with impunity. 
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The Russians are fenatically attached to the very stone, brick, 
Aurood, and plaster, of their churches: they have a remark, that 
whilst the Rusaans build their churches first and their towns after- 
wards, the iElnglish never think of a temple until they have erected 
their own dwellings. 

It is somewhat singular, that with all their religious enthusiasm, 
the Russians pay their priests more miserably than we do our cu- 
rates ; but perha^ it may be traced to the extreme ignorance of the 
former. After wealth and birth, knowledge awakens respect, and 
perhaps the Russian populace would revolt at the idea of making 
their ministers independent before their minds were cultivated ; to 
their saints they would devote their lives ; to their priests they give 
black bread. 

That^he Greek faith admits of confession, the following anecdote 
will prove : A priest came to hear the confession of a g^eat man j 
^'Holy fiither,** says the count, "have you a good memory ?" « Yes." 
•<< Then you remember what I told you at my last confession ; since 
^that I have had the same temptations from without; the same 
'** weaknesses from within ; and here is the same number of rubles." 

Another reason was irow assigned for Paul's having introduced the 
magpie colour, which I have before mentioned : it was that the sol- 
diers, raw recruits, and boors, employed for government, might the 
more readily distinguish the buildings which belonged to it. 

As I crossed the drawbridge of the Ligova canal, the latter ap- 
peared to be almost choked with barks of a prodigious length, filled 
with billets of Inrch-wood, for the immediate use of the kitchen, and 
for a winter-stock of fuel ; this and the rent of houses, and necessary 
equipages, and bread, constitute the most expensive part of house- 
keepmg in Petersburg, which in most other respects is moderate. 
These vessels, in which not only wood but charcoal is brought from 
the shores of the nearest rivers, or of the Ladoga lake, never return, 
but are broken up and sold, for building hou&es for the poor, or for 
fuel. These barks, unavoidably necessary, sadly disfigure the beau- 
tiful canals which form the pride and comfort of this capital ; and 
here, as upon the sides'of the Seine, the washerwomen are the prin- 
.^ipal water nymphs. Most of the canals are finely embanked with 
;^ramte, and have a rich iron railing running on each side. The Fon- 
^anka canal is eminently beautiful. These intersections of water as- 
^aamijate Petersburg in some degree to Venice. As I returned 
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through the Grand Perspective, I took a peep at that part of it which 
is called the YoTnakoi^ answering to the Long Acre of London, where 
there is a long row of carriage builders' shops ; here are droshkaeSy 
calashkies, chariots, sledges, and all sorts of carnages, many of them 
very neat, some of them very heavy, but none very lasting ; yet there 
is no knavery ; those who build them use the best materials the 
country will afford, and in shape and fieishion, where the carriage will 
admit of it, they imitate us very closely, and a stranger may buy a 
very comfortable calashka for about five hundred rubles, for which, a 
little more elegantly and substantially made, if calashkies and rubles 
ran in England, he would at least pay one thousand of the latter. 
This depot, or the yards of the coachmakers, amongst whom there 
is an Elnglish one, in the second line of the Galeerenoff, are the best 
places for a foreigner to purchase a carriage when he is about to 
quit Russia. 

As I walked along I observed, on each side of the street, several 
stands, each attended by a reverend looking long-bearded Russian, 
with piroghi, or little pies filled with meat, next to which were eggs, 
and salted cucumbers, of which the Russians are particularly fond, 
and in a third were pyramids of berries, much resembling a mulber- 
ry in shape, but of a light yellowish colour, called the maroshki; the 
cranberry, called the glukoi ; wild strawberries, whortleberries, and 
cloudberries, said to be excellent antiscorbutics. I cannot say much 
of the attractive cleanliness and delicacy of the fiatissier^ but a Rus- 
sian stomach is not squeamish ; and for a very few copec$ it may 
be, in the estimation of its owner, substantially and completely filled. 
The fests of the Russians are very frequent, and very rigidly observed. 

As 2L/a8t in England always reminds me of Vifeast^ I will just give 
a brief sketch of a Russian dinner, which is seldom later than three 
o'clock. Upon a sideboard in the drawing-room is always placed a 
table filled with fish, meats, and sausages, salted, pickled, and smoked, 
bread and butter, and liqueurs ; these air}' nothings are mere run- 
ning footmen of the dinner, which is in the following order : a cold 
dish, generally of sturgeon or some other fish, precedes, followed by 
soup, a number of made dishes, a profusion of roast and bcnled meats, 
amongst which the Ukraine beef is distinguishable, and abundance 
of excellent vegetables ; then pastry, and a desert of very fine melons, 
and sour flavourless wall fruit ; the table is covered with a variety of 
wines, and excellent ale and beer. The master of the house or a 
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took carves, and slices of every dish are handed round to the ^ests. 
One of the most gratifying things that I always saw upon the table 
was a large vase of ice broken into small pieces, with which the 
guest cools his wine and beer. In the yard every Russian house has 
two large cellars, one warm for winter, and the other filled with ice 
for the summer. The soup, and coffee, and chocolate are frequently 
iced. One day at dinner, I sat by a lovely Ruatian lady, that is, born 
in Russia, but of German parents : the explanation will save me a re- 
mark embarrassing to gallantry, and which I wish to avoid, respect- 
ing the beauty of the ^ro/ier Russian women, at least of those whom 
I saw. This accomplished woman, in my own language as pure as 
ever it fell from an English lady's lips, requested some salt ; upon my 
presenting it she said, " Whenever you give salt, never fail to smile; 
it is a superstitious custom in Rusda." A smile is in this country con- 
sidered as a charm against fioison. Heavens I surely they have not 
yet to learn that 

•• A man may smite, may smile, and be a villain." 
They have a beautiful proverbial expresaon : 

" Banter, but never make the cheek red.*' 

Nature has less to do with climate than library gossips suppose: at 
least I thought so when I committed the following blunder : «^ You 
^ never saw my Sophinka before," said Madame L ■ , pointing 
to a fine litde girl at table, about ten years of age ; " She . is your 
" daughter^ I presume ?" " Madame L ^"s daughter 1" exclaim- 
ed a gentleman, '* surely that cannot be ; she is more like your sister J* 
The feet was, the child was neither daughter nor sister, but a little 
viator. The result was, that the principal part of Madame L ■ *s 
enchanting conversation during dinner was withdrawn from me, and 
addressed to the gentleman whose error was the most fortunate. Af- 
ter a few glasses of delicious wines, champagne included, the lady 
rises, and the company retires to cofiPee in the drawing-room. The 
rooms of respectable houses are never papered, but, where the sides 
are not covered with silk or cotton, they are coloured in a brillisint 
and beautiful manner to resemble papering. In this act the natives 
are uncommonly tasteful and rapid. 

The hospitality of this place cannot be surpassed: When a stran- 
ger is introduced, the femily mention the days of the week when 
they receive their friends, and expect that he will include himself in 
the number: the invitation is frank and cardial^ and is seldom re- 
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peated; where it is understood there is noocca^n for it. The fidp- 
pery and formality of forced, and frequently treacherous ceret^fiony^ 
is not known here. 

At the back of the Gastinnoi-dvOT are the fruit, bird, and poultry 
markets, m a street of wooden sheds, like thgse ^t a fair in England. 
Apples, pears, rasberries, currants, peaches, excellent melons, and 
pine apples, are temptingly presented to the eye, and are all intole- 
rably dear, even when you are permitted to buy for half the price at 
first demanded ^ for the custom of asking double the sum intended to 
\te taken prevails in all this neighbourhood ; but as it is well known, 
it seldom answers. In the bird quarter were pigeons, sparrow^ 
hawks, birds of the rock, and a few others, in greater numbers than 
variety : upon a beam in this place was suspended the imag^ of a 
favourite Saint, with a lamp burning before h«r. In the poultry de- 
partment very fine geese, ducks, and fowls, were in great abundance. 
The bank next attracted my attention : it is a large and very beauti- 
ful building of brick, stuccoed, containing a centre and Vm) wings, and 
adorned in front by a very handsome and elegant iron railing. The 
whole of this neighbourhood is filled with kabacs, and public-houses, 
where dinners are dressed, and beer, and mead, and touidy sdd. 

At the end of the Grand Perspective, thf church of the admiralty 
with its lofry s^e, plated, with ducat gold, having a vane ^i the fona 
of a ship, presents itself, and, like a haughty female, ashamed in her 
proud attire of her mean origin and humble relations, seems scorn* 
fully to Hfl her^lf above the long gloomy line of low brick builchngs 
which, ynth the yards behind, ppnstitute the admiralty, an4 disfigure 
Ithis part of the capita. Time has proved that Peter the Great ac|ed 
wisely in chu^ng the dtuatUxi for his cUy. The shs^lowness of the 
Neva presents an insuperable barrier tp the fleets of Sweden, and a 
nobie river, so clear that it i^ drank without filuatioi^, cUyide^ apd en,- 
fiches the quarters of the city with the beauty and purity of its 
waters: but, with the power^ &ciUties of building ships at Cron- 
9tadt, a large impregnable island at the moutli of the Neva, in the 
gjilf df Finland, and the grand naval arsenal of Russia, I must con^ 
fess, in my poor opinion, he ha^ not been equally judicious in esta- 
l:^hing an admiralty at Petersbui^. So little is the depth of water, 
at the latter place, that whenever a ship of war is launched, she is 
pbliged to be floated down to Cronstadt upon camels. Of the t|x>uble 
and expense of such a removal let th^ reader judge, when I infona 



fiiin iibkt I ^vr ttiis mi^^li^k macHmerjr ihot&tbd'ti^n tHousaaifdi 
of wedgfcs 6f urood, in a meadow, about half a niile from any water iil 
iwiiich they could be floated. My astonishment could not have beeil 
exceeded, had I beheld a first rate Seventy-fbtir upon the top of Saiillt 
Jkiiies's pahite! Suppose the clear shell of a larger ship thaii ever yet 
^i buih were cut in tw6, arid each part put iiitb an outer case, but at 
Sttcfh a distaiicd fihom it as toleave throughout a hollow spate of fi*bm 
eig^t to teii fcfet: such was tiie appearance of tfic camels. But hot^ 
they are removed from the place where they life in ordinary, stip^ 
posing ahy number of mfen were emplojred, surpassed my iiriaglna^ 
tion ; ho^^er, Bke every thing else irt Rusaa, ^Hifefi they al^ w^^ 
6d they make theii^ appearance, and come 'vHfich'they are callcJd to tHfe 
admiralty, where each takes its station on either side of the litt^ 
which they are destined to carry to Cronstadt. By the means of vast 
moveable weights, and by opening several apertures in the external 
sides of this "mighty section of a ship, to admit the water, they arc 
sunk, drawn close together under the curve of the ship, and braced 
with cables ; a work fit for a race of giants I To see them moved and 
directed by men, must present the image of the recumbent body of 
Gulliver covered with Lilliputians. But whilst the fi'ame of man be- 
comes diminutive by the side of his own works, his soul expands, 
and rises with his labours. The admiralty is a vast oblong square : 
the side towards the river is open, and far from being ornamental to 
the adjoining palaces : that towards the city is defended by earthen 
ramparts, fortified with cannon and secured by drawbridges. The 
storehouses appeared to be well arranged : there were two ships, 
one of seventy -four, and the other of sixty guns, ready for launching. 
An Englishman cannot fail being struck with the prodigious waste 
which occurs in the dock-yards, in consequence of the carpenters 
udng their hatchets instead of the saw in dividing timber. The chips 
form the perquisite of the workmen; but the government would 
save an immense quantity of valuable timber would it give an equi- 
valent, and insist upon the use of the saw. In the naval constitution of 
Russia there is a regulation which cries aloud for reform ; it is ballot- 
ing for rank, and the right of blackballing ; terms which sufficiently 
explain the nature and abuses of an arrangement so degrading and 
odious to merit, and detrimental to the service. It appears also in- 
judicious to send a young marine cadet to England, to learn naviga- 
tion, upon a salary of from one hundred and eighty to two hundred 
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arrived with the first merchant vessel that ever sailed upon tke Nev% 
and was the bearer of a letter of introduction to the captain of the port 
from a friend of his in Holland, requesting him to use his interest ta 
procure a freight for him. Peter the Great was working like a 
common labourer in the admiralty as the galliot passed, and saluted 
with two or three small guns. The emperor was uncommonly de- 
lighted, and having been informed of the Dutchman's business, he re- 
solved to have some frolic with him, and accordingly commanded the 
port captain to see the skipper, as soon as he landed, and direct him 
to the emperor as a merchant just settled there, whom he intended 
to personate ; the better to carry on the joke, Peter repaired to this 
cottage with his empress, who, to humour the plan, dressed herself 
in a plain bourgeois habit, such as suited the wife of a merchant 
The Dutchman was introduced to the emperor, who received him 
with great kindness, and they sat and ate bread and cheese, and 
smoked together for some time, during which the Dutchman's eye ex- 
amined the room, and began to think that no one who lived in so mean 
a place could be of any service to him : presently the empress en- 
tered, when the skipper addressed her, by observing that he had 
brought her a cheese, a much better one than she had ever tasted, 
for which, aflFecting an awkward manner, she thanked him. Bemg 
much pleased with her appearance, he took from his coat a piece of 
linen, and begged her acceptance of it for shifts. *' Oh !" exclaimed 
the emperor, taking the pipe from his mouth, '* Kate, you will now 
*< be as fine and as proud as an empress ! there, you are a lucky 
w woman ; you never had such shifts as you will now have, in your life 
^ befi>re. This was followed by the stranger begging to have a kiss, 
which she coyly indulged him in. At this moment Prince Menzikoi^ 
the favourite and minister of Peter the Great, who represented him 
upon matters of state, entered with all his orders, and stood before 
the empeiiDr uncovered. The skipper began to stare with amaze- 
ment, whilst Peter, by winking and making private signs, induced 
the prince immediately to retire. The astonished Dutchman said, 
<* Why you appear to have great acquaintance here V Yes," replied 
Peter, « and so may you, if you stay here but ten days ; there are 
« plenty of such needy noblemen as the one you saw ; they are al- 
w ways in debt, and very glad to borrow money of any one, and they 
*< have even found out me ; but, sir, beware of these fellows ; re^st 
^^ their importunity, however flattering, and do not be dazzled by 
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« their *ars and garters, and such trumpery." This explanatory ad- 
Tice put the stranger a little more at his ease, who drank and smoked 
on very cheerftilly, and made his bargain with the Imperial Mer- 
chant for a cargo. Just as he had settled this point to his wish, the 
officer of the guard, which had been changed, entered to receive his 
orders, and stood with profound respect uncovered, and before 
Peter could stop him, addressed him by the title of Imperial Ma- 
jesty. The Dutchman sprang from his chair, fell on his knees before 
the emperor and empress, and implored forgiveness for the liberties he 
had been taking. Peter enjoyed th,e scene, and laughing heaitily, 
raised up the terrified suppliant, and made him kiss the empress's 
hand, presented him with fifteen hundred rubles, gave him a freight, 
and ordered that his vessel, as long as her timbers remained together, 
should be permitted to enter all tlie Russian ports free of duty. This 
privilege made the rapid fortune of the owner. A friend of mine 
frequently saw her, some years since, at Cronstadt. On the right 
hand side of the cottage is a boat, built by the hands of Peter the 
Great. It resembles a large Thames wherry, and does honour to the 
skill of the princely boat-builder. As I sat in the carriage, waiting 
for some of my companions, I made a sketch of the house, boat, a 
droshka, and a group of Russians and an American, who were 
there. Upon our return the evening was advanced, and the night 
watch was set ; we met the police-master mounted upon a droshka, 
drawn by two horses in full gallop, followed by two of the police on 
horseback, dressed in light green, and armed with sabres ; they were 
going their rounds through the city, to see that order was preserved, 
and that the nocturnal guards, amounting to five hundred, were 
at their respective posts. Soon after, we met with a patroling troop 
of Cossacs on horseback. In no city is there greater safety and tran- 
quillity preserved than at Petersburg, which for this purpose is di- 
vided into ten departments, and these divided into several smaller 
parts, each of which has its proper chief and subordinate officers, 
who, by a very simple organization, preserve the capital, at all hours 
of the night, in a state of quiet and security, that cannot fail to ex- 
cite the admiration of foreigners, and particularly of Englishmen. 
Those detestable agents of government, spies, have no existence in 
Petersburg; without their baneful assistance, the police is so ad- 
fnkably and powerfully extended, that, like a spider's web, whatever 
comes in contact with it, is felt from the centre to the extremhlea* 
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The commanding officers of the police do not rank with th^offioen 
of the army, nor are they received with much respect in society. 

I one evening saw an instance of severity which surpnsed and 
disgusted me; but probably it was intended to strike terror, and to 
abbreviate the labour of the police, by commiandii^ an insta nt aneous 
submission to its functionaries. A quarrel had taken place between 
two men in the street through which I was passing, and before the 
third exchange of imprecaticms, two of the pdice appeared, and or- 
dered these disturbers of the peace to walk before them to the near- 
est sieja, or little watch-house, but one of them refused to go, upon 
which an officer drew his sabre, and cut him in the &ce ; t^e mani 
like a true Russian, more affected at the sight of the blood, than by 
the pain of the wound, submitted himself to the law, and marched oS 
without further delay. 

It would be well for the safety and tranquillity of the inhalHtants 
of London, and more particularly of its immediate neighbourhood! 
if its police were more extended^ swift ^nd fiowerfiU. In this respect 
we are assuredly inferior to most nations. I am aware tha.t arbitrary 
governments have, hitherto, displayed the. most perfect systems of 
police ; but is this the reason why the genius and constkuticm c£ a 
free one cannot admit of its extending domesdc protection to it* 
subjects ? Is civil liberty incompatible with preventive poUcy ? Is the 
freedom of the country* gone, when murderers and robbers cease to 
be free ? or is it to preserve our chartered privileges, that a band <rf su- 
perannuated Watchmen, who, to protract their becoming an additional 
burden upon the poor-rate, beyond the ordinary era of eleemosynary 
aid, are helmeted in flannel night-caps, and with^ a rattle ai^ a 4m- 
thom^ admirable equipments for second childhood^ and eyes dim toith 
age I are sent forth to guard the lives and property of the inhabitants 
of the most crowded, populous, and wealthy city in the world ? To 
find fault is an easy and an odious office. But a traveller, like abee* 
should never be upon the wing without bringing home some sweet 
to encrease the honey of his native hive. Neither at night, ma by 
day, are the streets infested by women of the town ; they live in a 
quarter by themselves, and I believe are not very numerous ; some oi 
them are Polish, of course handsome ; some Germans, of course fes- 
dnating ; and some, and the most of them, fair and frail wanderers 
from the upper parts of Finland, which, although the portion of the 
province that we saw was so destitute of every thing like b^a^^> U 
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said U> potseas many protty faces and good perscms amongst the fe- 
males. If Ubetrae,asMr. Justice Cdquhoun'sregisterassertSythatthQ 
prostitutes of London amount to fifty thousand, I should not suj^mmo, 
£rom all that I couM l^am, that the frail sisterhood of Petersburg ex-r 
ceeds a tenth of their numher. Where these unhappy beings aboundi 
it is always a compliment to the chastity of the purer part of the sex. 
There was some portion of sagacity in the remark made by a poor 
tittle night wanderer, in a city on the continent which shall be nam&> 
less, when a traveller, who pitied and relieved her distress, observed^ 
that he was surprised to see so fmw of the sisterhood in such a capital. 
<< Alas, ^," said the unfortunate, ^ we cannot live^for the virtuous 
' ^ part of our sex." One morning presented a very singular spectacle^ 
A number of well-dressed women, walking in pairs, fiistened by the 
arm to each other with cords, with their band4xjxes in their hands, 
and each couple attended by a police officer, were very quietly and 
decorously marching to the emperor's cottcm-mills, which are cor-* 
recdonid houses of industry for ladies of this description. There 
were no re|mm^ looks amongst them, not a pouting lip, so great in 
general is the constitutional submission to the law in the norths 
Upon enquiry, I found that a man had been violently ill-treated in 
the haunts of these Idalian goddesses, and that upon the affsdr being 
represented to the emperor, he ordered three hundred of them to 
be marched off for a fow months, as above melMioned. How the list 
was filled up, whether by ballot, or promiscuously, I know not* 
Pas^g by the senate in which the nobles assemble to digest and 
discuss such laws as the emperor may chuse to submit to their con- 
sidera^n, the image of justice, which adorns the right hand side of 
the grand entrance towards the statue of Peter the Great, attracted my 
notice ; she was blindfdded as usual, but the equipoise of her scales 
was destroyed : a wag, who some time since liad lost his cause, in 
consequence, as he thought, of the venahty of his judges, between 
frolic and pique had de;xterously cast a copec imto one of them, and 
had thus kicked up the beam. 

It would be unfidr and invidious to investigate the present laws of 
Russia; the emperor is convihced <^ their radicid defects, and it is 
mtended, with all possible speed, to bless the empire Ivith a new 
code. The brilliant elementary outline of legialoXion, wliich Cathe-* 
rine II, with the most imposing pomp and sole amity, submitted to 
the deputies from all parts of the empire, in which she professed to 
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give equitable laws to all her subjects, from LajdaBd to the Caq»aiif 
and from the Baltic to the wall of China, which excited the homage, 
how sincere I know not, of Frederic, and, what she valued more, 
of Voltaire, has never been acted upon. At this meeting, the fol- 
lowing curious incident happened: Two Samoid deputies were di- 
rected by the empress to state those legislative provisions which 
they thought were best adapted to their own nation. One of tibem 
replied, « Our laws are few, and we want no more." ** What I *• 
exclaimed the imperial legislatrix, « do theft, murder, and adultery, 
" never appear amongst you ? ** " We have such crimes, '* an- 
swered the deputy, **and they are punished : the man who deprives 
^ another of his life wrongfully, is put to death." — ^' But what," said 
her majesty, interrupting him, " arc the punishments of theft and 
« adultery ? " « How! " said the Samoid, with great astonishment, 
^ are they not sufficiently punished by detection ? " Many events 
have conspired to prevent the accomplishment of the magnificent 
plan of Catherine ; and heavily oppressive indeed would the pre- 
sent laws of Russia be, if an appeal to the emperor did not lie from 
the most abject of his subjects. 

The courts of the grand police-office opposite the admiralty are 
crowded every day, where the laws are expounded and administer- 
ed, according to the discretion of the judicial officers appointed to 
predde over them. \^hilst England might borrow some ideas from 
the police of Russia, she is enabled to present to the latter the sub- 
limest spectacle of justice. Let us press for a moment through the 
crowd, into a British court of criminal justice ; see that emaciated 
tattered wretch at the bar ! he is without friends and without money ; 
he can bring no witnesses ; he can retam no counsel. What then ? 
Is all the force of the law and the powers of eloquence agdnst him? 
Listen: the judge before whom he stands is A£« advocate ! Hear 
that acute and favourable interrogation to the witness that presses 
against the culprit's life ; mark that benign exposition ; the misera- 
ble being is saved : tears gush from his eyes ; he falls upon his 
knees, and in broken accents blesses Heaven that he was bom in a 
country whose laws befriend the friendless and the persecuted. 

1 have hitherto omitted to mention the terrible annoyance of the 
bells of the Greek churches, the most deep-toned of any I ever 
heard : those of one very near my chamber used every morning to 
curtail that little portion of sleep which legions of flies had allowed 



A NORTHERN SUMMER. 191 

me. To a stfanger, the ahemate clashing and jingling of these deep- 
mouthed tenants of the steeple, for an hour wkhout any interval, is 
very harassing ; the bells, like saleable horses going to a &ir, are 
tied in succession, and by pulling the rope which connects them, the 
agreeable harmony of clashing is effected, whilst the melody of 
chiming is produced by striking the particular bell with a wedge (^ 
Iron. The Russian saints are said to be very fond of this matin mu^ 
md many was the time and oft that I wished it confine exclusively 
to their ears. 

Amongst the other early soimds of the busy morning, with which 
you are saluted, some are very foreign, and others very &miliar, to 
an Englishman, and might, if the flies woi^ permit, half induce 
him to think that he were in the capital of his own country : amongst 
the latter I was particularly delighted with the cry of the fruiterer, 
who, ^th a reverend beard, carried upon his head an oblong board, 
on which, in little baskets of birch bark, very neat and dean, the 
xhoicest summer fruits of Russia were dbposed. Nothing couM be 
more grateful than a block of ice, brought in every morning, to chiU 
the water of the Neva vtith which we washed ourselves: I am at a 
loss to conjecture how the natives of tropical cUmates can survive 
their sultry summers without ice. Soon aft^r our arrival we dined 
at the elegant and hospitaUe country house of Mons. B ■, upon 
the Peterhoff road, where we sat down, £^ut thirty, to dhmer, and 
^^r coffee retired to the gardens, formed of liti^e romantic islands 
rising out of a small lake, the whole surrounded by a wood. When 
we were weary of rowing some pleasure boats, an amusement of 
which the Russians are very fond, we returned to the house, and 
ihe rest of the evening was.spent in cards and waltzing. The dajr 
following we were introduced to the English club by a member, 
where the company is very select, consbting of Russian and Polish 
noblemen, foreign^s of respectalality, and that truly dignified charac^ 
tevj an £ngU»A merchant. The dinner is always excellent, and served 
up in the English fashion : adjoining are rooms for billiards and 
reading, where the principal foreign papers are taken in. The porter 
was ornamented.with a very broad sash of velvet, richly embroider- 
ed with silver, ^rown over the left shoulder, and held a staff tipped 
with silver, as do most of the porters of the principal noHlity. The 
building on the outside is far from being handsome ; but the apart- 
meats are good, and particularly the eating-room, which is very lofty, 
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taid bm two enormous stoves made of brid^ covcavd with fafoe 
Dutch tiles: upon the whole, its mpfiearaiice is ^ly iafeiior to the 
riab^ioQses of Stockholm. About two o'ciook, the dimier hour at 
tids place, the coifft>fard is cvowded with carriages and eqmpag^. 

A fbttaimte removal of peop« from the hotel, enabled me to 
efaange my apaitmem for another more pleasamly ^tuated; the 
{nice was the same, viz. seven ruMes, or nineteen shillings Engtish, 
per week. Thb room was divided, a la Rus^cy by a screeii, behind 
which my bed, or crib, was placed. The windows looked upon the 
MAsL ctfial, where of an evening I used to be serenaded by the 
<commim bargemen, and sometinies by the rowers <^ the pleasure- 
targes. Of the Ruswn song and music I will speak by and by : i 
littli only now, as some modest barristers wjjkumdiyingut upon it, 
Ibat barbarians have not a natural and ardent taste for music and 
singnig. One evenmg, wh^ amudng myself with a young bear in 
the court^yard df the house of a fnend,my ears were gratified by some 
ym}A notes, which, tqion turmng round, I found issued from an in- 
strumemiesemUiAga guitar, upon which anative of Archang^ was 
playing very sweetly: the t^iderness of the scene improved the 
music. The poor fellow was weepteg as he played, to imtigote the 
suSlsrings of his ixdfe,upon whom deaith had fixed his seal, and who, 
with her head reclining upon her hand, sat at an open windowin the 
lM»ement floor to enjoy a little air. The rude and scmtowM mudciail, 
and his pale and interesting wife, formed a subject for the paimer. 
This senub&lky, which would have charmed a traveller, had be 
beheld it in the love-inspiring groves of Italy, was the produce of 
die frtKBen re^ons of the White Sea! The natives of Archangel aire 
looked upon as more civilized than their more southern brethren, 
and servants from this part of Russia are preferred for their integrity, 
intelligence, and activity. 

Although I have expressed my attachment to tlie Russian, and 
like the good-humoured fellow prodigiously, yet I must ladmit that 
he has no objection to improve his notions of earthly felicity by a 
little occasional inebriation. At a house where I passed the evening, 
previous to supper we had been drilling some ale, which in this 
coimtry is prized on account of its being both excellent and forbidden, 
having left a couple of bottles, about half full, upon the table ^hen 
supper was announced, a most demure looking menial, vrith a long 
beard, who stood behind my chair, was ordered to Itoing them in : 
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«fter some little hentatkm, he infonned his master ^ that he was 
" very sony for h; but that, as he passed through the room, by 
« mere accident fie Iwui emptied the bottles. '* Nature, by some of 
her odd freaks, very soon confirmed the truth of one part of this 
statement. This propensity is much encouraged by the extraordina- 
ry number of festivals which occur in this country, particularly at 
the end of Lent; almost as many as the feasts of the civic corpora- 
tbn of London, which, it is said, would present, if they were duly ob- 
served, one for every day in the year, and some over. 

One day whilst I was at Petersburg, as the emperor was return^ 
ing from Cronstadt, when the weather was most oppressively hot, 
he halted at a little village about twenty versts from the residence, 
in consequence of the relay of horses not being immediately ready. 
An English merdiant who had a country house adjoining, with that 
wu-mth of heart which forgets and surpasses all etiquette, ran out, 
and presented to the emperor, who appeared to be in great heat and 
covered with dust, a glass of excellent Burton ale, for which his ma- 
jesty, with his usual affability, thanked his attentive host, and drank. 
Both the emperor and the merchant forgot that the beverage was 
prohilnted, or secretly relished it the more on that account. A Ger- 
man, who was present, and was struck with the frank and cordial 
avidity with which the emperor emptied the g^ass, observed, ^ that 
^ had a Frenchman offered it, his majesty would have made one of 
« his horses taste it first. " 

Upon another occasion the emperor exhibited the nadve goodness 
of his heart: some British bottled porter, which is also prohibited, 
was shipped for an Englishman whose lady was very much indis- 
posed, and to whom it was recommended by her physicians. Scarcely 
had it reached Petersburg from Cronstadt, before it was seized by the 
custom-house (^cer : upon the emperor hearing of it, he sent to the 
customs, declaring it to be his own (for such, in truth, the law of 
confiscation had made k) and immediately forwarded it, with some 
very kind expressions, to the fidr invalid. 

The princely mi^;nificence in which some of the Russian nobility 
five is prodigious. Having occasion one day to find out a perscm 
who occupied a suite of rooms in one of the great town hotels of 
count Sherametoff, the Russian duke of Bedford, we had an oppor- 
tunity of seeing this enormous pile, in which a great number of 
respectable families reside ; and the rent, amounting to twenty thou* 

G c 
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sand rubles, is applied by its munificent lord to the relief of die 
poor. Exclu^ve of another superb mansion in the city, which he 
inhabits, the coimt has a town on the road to Moscow, called Pauk>Tay 
containing about two thousand five hundred houses, and five churches: 
this place is the Birmingham of Russia, all the inhabitants of which 
are his slaves, who carry on an extenuve trade on the Ca8|Man Sea. 
In the neighbourhood of this place, he has a palace rivalling Ver- 
sailles in extent and splendour. Many of his sbves, all of whom 
adore him, have realized vast fortunes, and display at their td>left 
sumptuous services of plate, every costly luxury, and have fordgn 
masters to teach their cliildren. Though rolUng in unwieldy reve- 
nues, the count is frequently embarrassed, from his princely mumr- 
ficence ; yet he never replenishes his exhausted treasury, by exer- 
cising the sovereign nght which he has to raise the ca|ntation-tax 
of his peasantry. What additional blesnngs might not such a no- 
bleman bestow upon his country, by converting his vassals into 
tenants :— -how great and immediate would be the influence and 
example of a spirit so liberal :— .with what power has fortune invest* 
ed him to accelerate the civilization of his country 1 One of the 
count's slaves advertised, during my stay in Petersburg, for a fiEdnily 
preceptor, with an offer of two thousand rubles per annum, and ux 
rubles per day for his table, and a cook ! The count was under severe 
domestic affliction at this time, having just lost his amiabte lady who 
had formerly been one of his slaves: she left behind her a little son 
to console him, whom the emperor elevated to the rank of nolnlity; 
a measure rendered necessary in consequence of hb mixed birth, td 
enable him to enjoy his father's wealth and honours. Prince She* 
rametoff, who is the lord of one hundred and forty thousand slaves, 
lost eighty thousand rubles one night at the gaming-table : not hay* 
ing so much money at immediate command, he offbred to ^ns^kst 
to the winner an estate of slaves of that value. As soon as the unfor- 
tunate vassals heard of the intended assignment, dreading to have 
another master, they immediately raised the money amongst them^ 
and sent it to their lord. Many of the nobles have three hundred 
servants; and one of that order, it is reported, had thirteen thousafad 
in constant attendance. 

The manners of the Russian nobolity very much partake of the 
manners of the old school of Fntoce, and, m complimentary profes« 
tskm, perhaps a little exceed it. They are acute observers of human 
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nafture; and laiowing that tteir urbanitf, on account of th«ir pokr 
wtuatjon^ is g^enerally suspected^ they are even anxious to make a 
profuse dbplay of tt They are remarkably hospitable, and very at* 
tcDtiTe to stnmgers. Connubial happiness amongst the higher or* 
ders seldom endures eleven months after the honey-moon, when the 
parties generally kiss, pout, part, and afterwards are happy. Divorce 
is not recognized by the laws of Russia. The road to Moscow fre- 
quently exhibits a sii^^ular spectacle of lords and their ladies, taking 
a half-yearly glance at each other as they meet, in exchanging their 
residences in the two cities, for their mutual accommodation a!;id 
amusement : this is the nearest point of contact. The education c £ the 
young DotolUy. very frequent^ suffers from the free and unguarded 
manner in which they receive every nei^dy adv^turer in tlie capaci- 
ty of domestic tutor, particukrly if he be an Englishman : English 
tayk>riB, and servants out of livery, and travelling vtiiets, frequently 
become the preceptors and governors of children^. A fellow of this 
dcacripdon said one day : <' In suikimer 1 be clerk to a butcher at 
^ Crons^t, and in winter I teaches English to the Russian nobi- 
^ Uty's cMldren." I knew a lady whose valet left her at Petersburg, 
in consequence of having been appointed to the superintendence, of 
the children of a Russian nobleman of high distinction, with one 
thousand rubles per annum, a table, and two slaves. The Russian 
nobility are in gdneral very extravagant, and consequently frequent- 
ly embarrassed : their bills are often at a discoimt of sixty aiKl even 
seventy pounds per cent. 

Soon afiter our arrival, we viuted the grand imperial theatre, or 
<^ra house, caOed the Stone-Theatre, which stands in a large open 
{dace, neariy in front of the matine garriscHi, formerly the new jail, 
and the Nicolai canal. At four angles, in this spacious area, are four 
paviliona of iron, supported by pillars of the same metal, resting upon 
a circular basemei^ of granite, within which, in winter, large fir Bres 
are constructed, thewnd being kept off by vast circular moveable 
shutters of iron, for warming and screening the servants of those who 
visit the theatre in the winter. Previous to the erection of these 
sheds, many of those unfortunate persons were frozen to death. The 
government, attentive to the lives of the people, has interdicted per- 
formances at the opera, when the frost is unusually severe. The 
front ia a noble pordco, supported by Doric pillars ; the interior is 
about the size of Covent-Garden, of an oval shape, and splendidly but 
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rather heavily decorated. The lower tier of boxes project from the 
aides, at the back of which are inlasters, adorned wkh appropriate de* 
corations, richly gilded, above which are three rows of boxes, sup* 
ported by Corinthiaii {Hilars, each of which, as well as those below, 
contain nine perscms. Nothing less than the whole box can be taken. 
It frequently happens that servants stand behind their masters or 
mistresses in the boxes, during the performance, and present a cu- 
rious motly appearance. The imperial box is in the centre of the 
£rst tier, prqjecting a little, is small, and very plainly decorated. The 
pit has seven or &!ght rows of seats with backs to them, in which a 
ccMnmodious portion of space for each q>ectator is marked off by lit* 
tie (dates of brass, numbered upon the top of the back seat; thb pait 
is called xht/ataemU, Such b the order observed here, and in every 
theatre on die continent, that however popular the piece, a spectatcH! 
may, during any part of the performance, reach his seat, in this part 
of the theatre, without any difficulty. Behind, but not boarded off, is 
the pit and the parterre. The price of admission to the boxes and^/Sm- 
tetdls are two silver rubles, little more than five shillings. There are 
no galleries. The massy girandoles, one of which is placed at every 
|Hlaster, are never illuminated but when the imperial &mily are pre- 
sent ; on which occa^cm only, a magnificent circle of large patent 
lamps is used, descending from the centre of the roof; at other times 
its place b supplied by <me of smaller dimensions, when the obscurity 
which prevails induces the ladies generally to appestf* in an undress. 
Although thb gloom before the curtain b said to be advanti^;eous to 
the effect of scenery, yet the eye b saddened, as it runs its circuit in 
vam for forms adorned with gpraceful drapery, the guttering gem, the 
nodding plume, and looks of adorned beauty, that give fresh brilliance 
to the gay galaxy of light. This theatre b furnished with a great 
number of doors and passages, reservoirs of water, and an engine in 
case of fire, and with concealed fines and stoves^o give it summer 
warmth in winter. It is always strongly guaided by a detachm^it 
from the guards, as well as by the police pfficers, who preserve the 
most admirable order among the carriages and servants. It b not an 
ungratifying sight, after the opera, to pause at the doors and see with 
what uncommon skill and velocity the carriages, each drawn by four 
horses, drive up to the grand entrance under the portico, receive their 
company, and gallop off at full speed; pockets are very rarely ^pack^ 
ed, and accidents seldom happen. 
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Owing to die uze and quantity of decorations, and the ipacious ar- 
tangement of the boxes, I ^ouid not think the theatre could contain 
more than twelve hundred persons. Its receipts have never yet ex-* 
ceeded one thousand six hundred and eighty rubles, or two hundred 
ttid forty pounds. How different from a London theatre, which, an 
a crowded night, when a Siddons or a Litchfield delight their audience, 
is lined with faces, and the very walls appear to breathe ! 

The first opera I saw was Bhie Beard, performed by Italian per- 
formers ; the subject of which varied but little from the representa- 
tion of it in England, except that tlie last wife of Bhie Beard has a 
lover, who in the omcluding act lays the sanguinary tyrant breathless 
with his sword. The catastrophe was finely worked up, and drew 
from the Rusiuans successions of enthusiastic acclamation. Do these 
sentiments of tenderness, these noble notions of retributive justice, de^ 
note an immutable barbarism ? The processions were in the first style 
of magnificence, the dresses and ornaments were very costly, and it is 
not unusual to introduce, on these occasicms, cme thousand men, se- 
lecrted from the guards for the expression of their &ces and symmetry 
of their figures, to swell tlie scene of pomp. The orchestra was very 
full, and coml»ned the first-rate powers of music. The scenes were 
handsome and well managed. A room was formed of entire sides, 
and well furnished ; and a garden was cUsplayed with all its charac- 
teristics. The emperor contributes very munificently to the support 
of this theatre ; and as all the machinists and workmen are his slaves, 
they ia*e all under admirable discipline. The introduction of a tree 
into a study, or fringing the top of a forest with a rich cieling, scenic 
blunders, which frequently occur on the English stage, would hazard 
the backs of th& Russian scene shifters. This theatre has a very 
beautiful set of scenes, which b never displayed but on nights when 
liie imperial fiunily honour it with their presence. The silence and 
decorum of the audience cannot but impress the mind of any one, who 
has witnessed the boialerous clamours of an E^lish audience. The 
curtain ascends at six o'clock precisely. No after-piece, as with us, 
<Hily now and then a ballet, succeeds the opera, which is generally 
concluded by nine o'clock, when the company go to the summer 
gardens^ drive about the city, or proceed to card and supper parties. 

This theatre is as much dedicated to the Russian muses as to those 
of more genial climates. In this respect Catherixie II pursued the 
same plan of domestic policy^ so wisely adopted by Gustavus III ; but 
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the plaiiy since her demise, has never been encouraged by the h^^^er 
circles. A Russ play has the same effect upon fisshion in Rusua as 
George Barnwell has upon the same class in England. Although in 
the former there are some inimitable performers, as in the hero of 
the latter, one of the most perfect and affecting imitations oi nature, 
in that widk of the drama, ever exhibited upon any stage, b dbplay- 
ed by Mr. Charies Kemble. 

I went one evening, in company with my amiable, and gallant 
fiiend, captain Elphinsttme, to see a Russ opera, called ^^ Th6 
School for Jealousy :" it is not much esteemed. As it proceeded 
captain E. explained it to me: the sentiments were frequently 
coarse, sometimes very obscene ; the actors, who were Russians, 
appeared to perform with g^reat ability ; the heroine of the piece was 
represented by a very pretty and interesting girl, who was taken 
from the hospital of foundings : she manifested grace, and a be« 
witching moLvetS^ and played and sang most sweetly. I am scnry I 
have forgotten her name ; she b the principal Russ actress, and is a 
very great &vourite. In the course of the play, to my astonishment, 
was introduced a scene of the inside of the mad-house at Petersburg^ 
in which, amongst a number of horrible grotesque figures, a mad 
periwig-maker threw a handful of hair-powder into the &ce of a 
frantic girl, who ran raving about the stage with dishevelled locks, 
which excited strong risibility amongst the audience. I was so dis- 
gusted at the spectacle, and the applause, that I wi^ed it had not 
happened ; but as it did, I record it. Although an English audience 
has been delighted at a dance of undertakers, laughed at the feats of 
skeletons in pantomines, and in Hamlet has expressed g^reat mirth 
at seeing a buffoon grave-digger roll human skulls upon the stage, 
and beat them about with his spade, it couldnot endure a sight in which 
those objects, whom pity and every tender feeling have consecrated, 
are brought forward with ridicule. But let it be remembered that 
madness is less frequent in Russia than iir milder regions; and 
hence the people, for they are very fiar from being strangers to feel- 
ings which would do honour to the most civilized of the human race, 
are less acquainted with, and consequently less affected by its ap- 
pearance ; and when it is thus wantonly displayed upon the stag^, it 
appears under the mask of buffoonery. The government would do 
well to suppress this and every similar exhibition, calculated (mly to 
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imbrute a civilized imnd) and postpone the refinement of a rude 
one. 

I was much more pleased with the Russ opera of the Nymph of 
the Dnieper, which is so popular and attractive, that it never Mis to 
fill the seats of fiishion. It is chiefly intended to display the ancient 
costutne and music of Russia. The story is very simple : A prince 
has sworn eternal constancy to a nymph, who is violently attached to 
Urn ; his &ther, a powerful king, wishes him to marry a princess of 
an ancient house ; the prince consents, but the nuptials are always in- 
terrupted by the stratagems of the jealous nymph, who qipears in 
various disguises. The first scene was singularly beautiful: it dis- 
played a river and its banks, and nymphs swimming ; the manner in 
which they rose upon the water was admirably natural ; the music 
of the ancient Russ airs, in which the celebrated Cossacka is intro- 
duced, we^e exquisite ; the scenery was very fine, and displayed a 
number of pantomimic changes. 

The Russian noblemen are fond of the drama ; almost every 
country mansion has a private theatre. Those of the nobility, who 
fix)m disgust to the court, or some other cause, confine their resi- 
dence to Moscow and the adjacent country, live in the voluptuous 
magnificence of eastern satraps : after dinner they frequently retire 
to a vast rotunda, and sip their coffee, during a battle of dogs, wild 
bears, and wdves ; from thence they go to their private theatres, 
where great dramatic skill is frequently displayed by their slaves, 
who perform, and who also furnish the orchestra. These people sore 
tutored by French players, who are very liberally paid by their em- 
ployers. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

A GLOOMY CATASTROPHE. 

It is with deep regret that I aj^roach the delicate and awful sdb- 
ject of this chapter. Humanity would gladly cover it with the pall 6E 
oblivion ; but justice to the memory of an unhappy monarch, and to 
the chief of the august &mily of Russia, demand a candid thou^ 
careful development of the events which preceded the faU of the 
last emperor. The original source of my infcMination is &om one 
who beheld the catastrophe which I am about to relate, whom I can 
neither name nor doubt ; a catastrophe which is too near the period 
in which t write, not to render an unrestrained disclosure of allttic 
particulars with which I have been furnished unfeir, if not imprudent, 
The causes that first created those well-known prejudices wMch 
Catherine II cherished against her son, have perished with her ; but 
all the world knows, that, during the many years which rolled away 
between the grand duke's arrival at the age of maturity and his ele- 
vation to the throne, his august mother never admitted him to any 
participation of power, but kept him in a state of the most abject and 
morti|fying separation from the court, and in almost total ignorance 
of the affairs of the empire. Although Paul, by his birth, was gene- 
ralissimo of the armies, he never was permitted to head a regiment ; 
and although, by- the same right, grand admiral of the Baltic, he wa* 
interdicted from even mlting the fleet at Cronstadt. To these pain- 
ftil privations may be added, that when he was recommended, that is 
orderedj to travel, during his absence Catherine seissed and sent to 
Siberia one of his most cherished friends, because she discovered that 
he had informed her son of some inconsiderable state affair. Thus 
Paul beheld himself not only severed from the being who g^ve him 
birth, but from all the ordinary felicities of life. The pressure of his 
hand excited suspicion ; peril was in his attachment, and in his con- 
fidence guilt and treason. He could not have a friend, without fur- 
nishing a victim. 

A gentleman nearly connected with me, now no more, a man of 
talent and acute observation and veracity, had several years since the 
honour of spending a short period at the little secluded court of 
Gatchina, upon which, as the dazzling beams of imperial fi»rour 
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never shone, the observer was left in the tranquiUity of die riiade, to 
make a more calm, steady, and undiverted survey. At this time, Paul 
displayed a mind very elegantly inclined, and without being brilliant, 
highly cultivated, accomplished and informed, frank and generous, 
brave and magnanimous, a heart tender and affectionate, and a dispo- 
skion very sweet, though most acutely and poignantly susceptible : 
his person was not handsome, but his eye was penetrating, and his 
manners such as denoted the finished gentleman. In his youth he 
was seen by the bed-side of the dying Panin, the hoary and able 
minister of Catherine, and his tutor, kissing and bathing his hand 
with tears. As an evidence of his intellectual vigoite, let the elabo- 
rate and nble ukase, by which he settled the precedence and provi- 
Mon of the imperial &mily, imquesticmably his own, unassisted com- 
positioii, be referred to. He loved his amiable princess, and his 

* children, with the most ardent, the most indulgent* fcmdness, and it 
was the labour of their love, as well as of his servants, who were de- 
votedly attached to him, to requite his affections and graciousness, 
and to endea^Mir to fill up with every endearing, every studied atten- 
tion, the gloomy chasm which had been formed by an unnatural and 
inexplieiibie neglect ; but this chasm was a bottomless abyss, upon 
the brink of which his wounded spirit was ever wandering ! Paul 
possessed a high mardal inclination, and, reflecdng tl>at he might 
one day mount the throne of a military empire, he made the art of 
war the principal object of his «tu(Ues ; but neither this pursuit, so 

. copious, so interesting, nor the endearments of those who surround- 
ed him, could expel from his mind the^nse of his injuries. He be- 
held himself, the second personage andih^ 'destined ruler of the em- 
pire, postponed to the periodical favourite of Kis mother, the minister 
of her unbounded voluptuousness, not unfrejiuently elevated to the 
presidency of the hermitage from the ranks, with no other preten- 
sions than vigorous health and a mighty frame ; whilst, on the other 
hand, the bleeding shade of his father was for ever, in his morbid 
imagination, pointing to his wound, and whispering revenge. Thus 
exiled from the heart of his mother, is it a matter of surprbe that he 
should exclude her from his own ? 

Catherine more than once observed, that her son would not long 
occupy the throne after her decease ; and it has been the ^hion to 
say, that her alienation from him was justified by the events which 
succeeded her death. With this prophetic spirit, she devoted all her 

D D 
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care to the education of her grandsons^ Alexander and Constantiney 
and exercised all the powers she possessed towards the copsumma* 
tion of her prediction. She foretold Aat the flower which she had 
planted would wither early : she shook it till every bloBSpm itlly and 
shaded it so, that the dew of heaven should never vi^ it more : she 
pressed and pierced the delicate and ardent mind of her son until she 
^bverted it. Was it then a proof of inspiration, to prognosticate the 
brevity of his reign over an empire, the history of which has too 
often and &tally proved, that however despotic its government, and 
there b not one under heaven more absolute, a cautious and dexter- 
ous cultivation of the interest, feeling^ prejudices, and aff<^cti<m% of 
the people, is inseparable from the safety of the ruler? 

A short time before her demise, Catherine committed to P 

Z » her last ^vourite, whom she highly esteemed, a declaration 
of her will, addressed to the senate, purporting that Paul should be 
passed over in the succes^on, and that the grand duke Alexander 
should mount the vacant throne. As soon as the favourite was ac- 
quainted with the sudden death of the empress, he flew to Pavlovskf 
about thirty-five versts from the capital, where Paul occadonally re- 
sided, whom he met on the road, and, after a short explanation, de- 
livered up to him this important document. Paul, charmed with his 
zeal and loyalty, preserved him in all his honours and fortunes, 
whilst a general and rapid dispersion, to all points of the compass, 
mstantaneously succeeded amongst the members of the male BcragUo 
of the Hermitage. The emperor ascended the throne without diffi- 
culty, but a total stranger to his subjects. One of the first measures 
of his reign displayed, in a very singular manner, the native good- 
ness of hb heart, under the clouds that rapidly began to overshadow 
it, in an act of piety towards hb murdered ^kther, whose remains he 
removed from the church of St Alexander Nevski, called the Monas- 
tery ; and having exhibited them in great fimeral state, he cxmsigned 
tliem to the sepulchre of Catherine II, in the cathedral of St. Peter 
and St. Paul. The latter part of this extraordmary transaction has 
often induced me to think that Paul did not believe that hb mother 
bsued the order for the assassination of hb fiather. At thb eccentric 
solemnity j he compelled .count Alexey Orlofl^ and prince Baratynski, 
under whose hands the unhappy monarch is ssdd to have perished, 
to stand on each side of the body as it lay in state, and afterwards to 
fioillow it to the tomb, as the principal mourners. " 
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'Not long after this event, Ms mind began occa^onally to ctisplay 
the most fearfol symptoms of (Mstracdon ; but when his reason was 
restored, the hapless emperor never ^iiied to endeavour, with the 
iiH>st affecting sensilHHty, to repair the ruin and havoc which his 
delirium had occasioned. The deposed Stanislaus, the brokwi-heart* 
ed king of Polsmd, partook alternately of his beneficence and seve- 
rity; but with what demcmstration of respect and genuine grief did 
the emperor attend the obsequies of this last of the Sarmates ? On 
that gloomy occasion, he commanded in person the guards who 
assisted at the funeral ; and uncovering himself, with the most affect- 
mg emotions, ssduted the coffin as it passed. To the memory of the 
hoary and heroic Suvarof^ who fell a broken-hearted victim to the 
4£stracti(m of his imperii master, in periods of agonized and com- 
punctious reflecdon, he raised a colossal statue of bronze, in the vast 
area behind Benskm's palace, oppo^te to Romantzoff 's monument ; 
-and, on the days when he reviewed his troops there, he used to order 
them to march by in open order, and face the statue, which he said 
represented one of the greatest and bravest generals of his own or 
«ny other age. 

Notwithstanding the important sendee which P Z had 

rendered him, the emperor could never separate him, in his mind^s 
«yer from the caresses of his mother, and speedily became disgusted 
with lum; spoke of him with great asperity to his friends, and at 
length, converting the bounty of Catherine into a robbery, he de- 
nounced him as a de&ulter to the imperial treasury of half a million 
of rubles ; and, convinced of the jusdce of the allegation, proceeded, 
without loss of dme, to sequester the vast estates which belonged tb 
him and to his two brothers. Driven to desperation by such conduct, 
one of the sufferers, the second brother, one day boldly walked up 
to the emperor upon the parade, and, with manly eloquence, repre- 
sented the injustice of his measures. Paul received him without 
anger, heard him without interruption, reflected, and restored the 
property: but the original disgust rajHdly returning, he ordered 

P i Z to reside upon his estate, to which he submitted for a 

considerable time. But the mind of the exile was too ardent to 
endure secluuon; ambitious, bold, active, and enterprising, he de- 
temuned upon releasing liimself from the unjust constraint imposed 
upon liim by his sovereign, the delirium of whose mind now fre- 
quently burst forth with all the fury and desolation of a convulsed 
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volcano. Messrs. Otto, Sieyes, and Talleyrand, who, at diat tuhe^ 
formed a diplomatic trio, or rather were spies, at the court of Peters- 
burg, with the dexterity of talent, and the subtilty of Frenchmen, 
resolved to turn the gathering storm to the advantage of their own 
country, by means, which, extending beyond their calculation and 
their wishes, finally and rapidly led to the overthrow of the emperor. 
Under their tuition, a French actress was introduced on the boards 
of the French theatre at Petersburg, and placed in such situations of 
allurement, that the eye of the emperor could not but notice her. 
The ruin of domestic happiness furnished these politicians with the 
means of their success. A French actress was destined to estrange 
the emperor from his &mily, and to create a temporary and terriUe 
change in the affairs of Europe. Madame Chevalier possessed, that 
style of face, which, without being regularly handsome, was more 
sweet, expressive, and captivating, than the exact symmetry of a 
finished beauty. Her person was small, but delicate, and rather eri' 
bonfioint: her manners were of the highest order, and enchanted 
every one who approached her. The emperor was fond of music: , 
madame Chevalier excelled upon the harp, and sang to it some 
sweet and crafty verses, composed by one of her three employers, 
and which she herself had set to music ; the subject of which was, 
the martial skill, valour, and generosity, of the emperor. She had 
not spread her.witcheries long, before an evening was appointed fcM* 
a private gratification of the musical taste and passion of the empe- 
ror. This syren very soon became the sole idol of his shattered mind, 
which she moved according to tlie direction of her secret principals, 
until the emperor withdrew himself from his alliance with Austria, 
recalled Suvaroff and his arjny covered with glory, crowded the 
roads to Siberia with British subjects, and filled with terror and con- 
sternation the exchange of the British empire. I mean not to enu- 
merate ail the calamities which followed: they were too signal not 
to be widely known, too recent not to be well remembered; and, 
from their very nature, incontestably proved tlie aberration of those 
faculties whicr. could alone, by their presence, render the emperor 
responsible for all the misery, dismay, and ruin, which threatened 

the very existence of the empire. P Z resolved upon 

availing himself of the influence of the fair favourite, to whom he ad- 
dressed himself witli all the insinuation of person, manners, wit, and 
money : having engaged her in his &vour, he made her acquainted 
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with count K , a man, who, from having been about the person 
of Paul in the menial capacity of a valet, at last obtained a high place 
in bis affection, distingmshed honour, and great wealth. The more 
firmly to bind- K to his interest, P Z feigned an 
honourable passion for the daughter of the former, who was, like all 
the sudden favourites of fortune, much pleased at die prospect of an 
alliance with a very distinguished family. Count K , and ma- 
dame Chevalier, conceived many plans for prevailing upcm his 

majesty to restore Z to hb favour. At lengUi, one evening, 

when she had tranquillized the mind of the emperor, and excited in 
liim an appearance of gaiety by the vivacity of her wit, and some of 

her most successful songs, she artfully insinuated that P Z 

was the most unhappy man alive in being deprived of the emperor's 
fisEVour, and of the power of promoting the interests of one of the 
greatest geniuses that ever mounted the Czarian throne, to whom 
he was most inviolably attached. The emperor paused, and expressed 
s<»ne doubt of the truth of the statement; but upon her re-assuring 
him of its sincerity, accompanied by some of those little blandish- 
ments which no woman ever knew how to display with more finish- 
ed address than madame Chevalier, Paul granted her petition, and 
recalled Z to the residence, where he flew with the celerity of 
a courier, and threw himself at tiie feet of the emperor, by whom 
he was graciously received, and from whose presence he withdrew 
to present his fair advocate with the stipulated reward, a magnificent 
aigrette of diamonds, valued at sixty thousand rubles. What private 
pique Z— might have cherished against his imperial master, I 
believe that it was wholly lost in his review of the deteriorated and 
dreadful condition of the empire, and in those awful measures of 
restoration which were afterwards resorted to. Z gradually 
and warily unfolded his mind to K— . — , who as cautiously entered 
into his views, until their confidence was completely established. 
The result of their deliberations Was, that to save the empire, it 
was necessary that the emperor should be removed. They next pre- 
vailed upon count P , the governor of the city, and count P y 

a very young nobleman, but of considerable family interest, the son 

of the celebrated general, count P P , who so eminently 

distinguished himself in the Turkish war, and also the prince Y , 

and some other persons of great rank and consequence. All of these 
noblemen were actuated by no other motive than to prevent the 
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final ruin of their country, and for this purpose they determined^ 
place in peril their lives and their fortunes. 

In their conferences, which were managed with adnurable discre* 
li<»i, it was resolved that Paul should die ; {tfid, like Cssar, it wa& 
destined that he should perish in the ides of March, on the day of 
the festival ccdled Maslaintza. 

I think I hear the voice of humanity exclaim, " Why not provi- 
^ sionally remove the unhappy Monarch from the throne?** Alas! 
the constitution of Russia possesses none of those mild and benefit 
cent provisions, wliich endear our own constitution to us a thousand 
and a thousand times. When the ruler is once mounted <»i the 
tliFone, an abyss opens below, and the descent from the last step is 
into eternity. I am endeavouring to illustrate motives, not justify 
them ; the record is before another tribunal 1 It is scarcely neces- 
sary for me to observe, that the august ^onily of Paul were wholly 
unacquainted with the meditated Wow. 

The emperor, from an aversion he had taken to those palaces^ 
which formed the favourite residence of Catherine, resolved upon 
buiMmg a palace for himself. The gorgeous magnificence of Zarsko 
Zelo, and of the Winter palace, and all the oriental voluptuousness 
«f the Hermitage, were hateful to him; indeed, to such an elevaticm 
had his abhorrence of these places attained, that h^ had determined 
to reduce them to the dust, that only 



-The blackness of ashes should mark where. they stood." 



His fate, which was fast approaching, prevented the accomplishment 
•of this irretrievable act of delirium. The emperor and his family 
resided, at the time when the confederacy had resolved upon his re- 
moval, in t!ie new palace of Saint Michael. It is an enormous' qua- 
drangular pile, of red Dutch brick, rising from a massy basement of 
hewn granite ; it stands at the bottom of the Summer Gardens, and 
the lofty spire of its Greek chapel, richly covered with ducat gold^ 
rising above tlie trees, has a beuutiful appearance. 

As Paul was anxious to iniiabit this pulace as soon dfter he was 
crowned as possible, the mt^sons, tlie carpenters, and various artifi- 
cers, toiled with incredible labour by day and by torch-light, under 
the sultry sun of tlie summer, and in all the severity of a polar wiil- 
ter, and in three years this enormous and magnificent fabric was 
completed. The whole is moated round ; and when the stranger 
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^m^eys its bastions of granite, and niunerous drawbiidgea, be is 
naturally led to conclude, that it was intended for the last asylum of 
a prince at. war with his subjects. Those who have seen its massy 
walls, and the ca|>adousness and variety of its chambers, will easalj 
admit that an act of violence might be committed in one room, and 
not be heard by those who occupy the adjoining one ; and that a 
massacre nught be perpetrated at one end, and not known at the 
other. Paul took possession of this palace as a place of strength, 
and beheld it with rapture, because his imperial mother had ne^^er 
even seen it. Whilst his femily were here, by every act of tender* 
ness endeavounng to soothe the terrible perturbation of his mmd, 
there were not wanting those who exerted every stratagem to in- 
flame and encrease it. These people were constantly in^ua6ng^ 
that every hand was armed against him. With this impression, 
wiiich added fuel to his burning brain, he ordered a secret staircase 
to be constructed, which, leading from his own chamber, passed 
imder a false stove in the anti^room, and led by a small docu* to the 
terrace. 

It was the custom of the emperor to sleep in an outer apartm«it. 
next to the empress's upon a sopha, in his regimentals and boots^ 
whilst the grand duke and duchess, and the rest of the imperial 
£unily, were lodged at various distances, ia apartments below the 
story which he occupied. On the tenth day of. March, O. S. ISOi^ 
the day preceding tlie fatal night, whether Paul's apprehension, or 
ancmymous information, suggested the idea, is not known, but con- 
ceiving that a storm was ready to burst upon him, he sent to count 
P , the governor of tlie city, one of the noblemen who had re- 
solved on his destruction: « I am informed, P ,*' said the empe- 
ror, ^ that there is a conspiracy on foot against me ; do you think It 
* necessary to take any precaution ?" The count, without betraying 
the least emotion, replied, " Sire, do not suffer such apprehensions 
« to haunt your mind ; if there were any combinaticHis forming 
^ against your majesty's person, I am sure I should be acqusdnted 
^ with it" '* Then I am satisfied,** said the emperor; and the gover- 
nor withdrew. Before Paul retired to rest, he unexpectedly express- 
ed the most tender solicitude for the empress and his children, kissed 
them with all the warmth of farewel fondness, and remained with 
thcTa longer than usual ; and after he had visited the centinels at 
their different posts, he retired to his chamber, where he had not 
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Uokg remained, before, under some colourable pretext, that satisfied 
the men, the guard was changed by the officers who had the com- 
mand for the night, and were engs^ed in the confederacy. An hus- 
sar, whom the emperor had particularly honoured by his notice and 
attention, always at night slept at his bed-room door, in the anti- 
room. It was impossible to remove this £aithful soldier by any fair 
means. At this momentous period, silence reigned throughout the 
palace, except where it was disturbed by the pacing of the centinels, 
or at a distance by the murmurs of the Neva, and only a few l^hts 
were to be seen distantly and irregularly gleaming through the win- 
dows of this dark colossal abode. In the dead of the night, Z and 

his Mends, amounting to eight or nine persons, passed the draw- 
bridge, easily ascended the staircase which led to Paul's chamber, 
and met with no resistance till they reached the anti-room, when the 
feithful hussar, awakened by the noise, challenged them, and pre- 
sented his fiisee. Much as they must have all admired the brave 
fidelity of the g^uard, neither time nor circumstances would admit of 
an act of generosity, which might have endangered the whole plan. 
Z drew his sabre, and cut the poor fellow down. Paul, awaken- 

ed by the noise, sprang from his sopha : at this moment the whole 
party rushed into his room: the unhappy sovereign, anticipating 
their des^, at first endeavoured to entrench himself in the chairs 
and tables, then, recovering himself, he assumed a high tone, told 
' them they were his prisoners, and called upon them to surrender. 
Finding that they fixed their eyes steadily and fiercely upon him, and 
continued advancing towards him, he implored them to spare his life, 
declared his consent instantly to relinquish the sceptre, and to accept 
of any terms which they would dictate. In his raving, he offered to 
make them princes, and to give them estates, and titles, and orders, 
without end. They now began to press upon him> when he made a 
convulsive effort to reach the window : in the attempt he failed, and 
indeed so high was it from the ground, that had he succeeded, the 
expedient would only have put a more instantaneous period to his 
misery. In the effort he very severely cut his hand with the g^ass ; 
and as they drew him back he grasped a chaii*, with which he felled 
one of the assailants, and a desperate resistance took place. So great 
was the nobe, that notwithstandmg the massy walls, and thick double- 
folding-doors, which divided the apartments, the empress was dis- 
turbed, and began to cry for help, when a voice whispered in her ear> 
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tmd imperatively told her to remam quiet, otherwise, if she uttered 
another word, she should be put to instant death. Whilst the em- 
peror was thus making a last struggle, tiie prince Y— struck imn 
on one of his temples with his fist, and laid him upcm the floor. Paul, 
recovering from the blow, again implored his life ; at this moment 
the heart of P Z relented, and, upon being observed to 

tremble and hesitate, a yoimg Hanoverian resolutely exclaimed, 
" We have passed the Rubicon : if we spare his life, before the set- 
« ting of t6-morrow*s sim we shall be his victims !'* upon which he 
took off his sash, turned it twice round the naked neck of the cmpe- 
Tor, and giving one end to Z— , and holding the other himself^ they 
pulled for a considerable time with dl their force, until their misera- 
ble sovereign was no more ; they then retired from the palace witii- 
ont the least molestation, and returned to their respective homes. 
What occured after their departure can be better conceived than de- 
picted: medical aid was resorted to, but in vain, and upon the breath- 
less body of the emperor fell the tears of his widowed empress and 
children, and domestics ; nor was genuine grief ever more fordbly 
or feelingly displayed than by him on whose brow this melancholy 
event had planted the crown. So passed away this night of horror, 
and thus perished a prince, to whom nature was aevereiy bountiful. 
The acuteness and pungency of his feeling was incompatible with 
happiness^ unnatural prejudice pressed upon the fibre, too finely 
spwi, and snapped it. 

Tis not, as heads that never ach€ suppose. 

Forgery of fancy, and a dream of woes ; 

Man is a harp, whose chords elude the sight, 

£ach yielding harmony, disposed aright ; « 

The screws reversed (a task which, if he please, 

God in a moment executes with ease). 

Ten thousand thousand strings at once go loose. 

Lost, till he tune them, all their power and use. 

COWPER. 

The sun shone upon a new order of things. At seven o'clock the in- 
telligence of the demise of Paul spread through the capital. The in- 
terval of time from its first communication to its diffusion over every 
part of Petersburg was scarcely perceptible. At the parade Alexan- 
der presented himself on horseback, when the troops, with tears roll- 
ing down their rugged and sun-browned faces, hailed him with loud 

£ £ 
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and cordial acdamadon. The young emperor was oiverwhelmed, 
and, at the "momeiit of moundng the throne of the most extenave 
empire- under heaven, he was seen to turn from the grand and affect- 
ing spectacle, apd weep. 

What followed is of very subordinate consideration ; but perhs^ 
it will be eagerly asked, to what extremity did the avenging arm of 
justice pursue the perpetrators of the deed? Mercy, the brightest 
jewel of evory crown, and a forlorn and xpelaacholy* conviction, that 
the reigning motive was the salvation pf the empire, prevented her 
from being vindictive. Never upon the jtheatre of life was there 
presented a scene of more affecting magnanimity ; decency, not re- 
venge, governed jthe sacr^ce. P Z was ordered not to 

ai4>roach the imperial residence, and the governor oi the city was 
tran^erred to Riga. As soon as Q^ui^ane Chevalier was informu^ 
of the demi^e of her imperial patron, ^e prepared, under the pro- 
tection of her brother, a dancer, for flighty with a booty of nearly a 
milli(»i of rubles. A pdice olQ&cer was sent to inspect and report 
upon her property : amongst a pile of valuable articles, he di^cover- 
led a diamond cross, of no great intrinsic value, which had been g^ven 
by Peter I to a branch of the imperial &mily, and, on that account 
much esteemed ; it was to recover this that the officer was sent, who 
obtained it, after the most indecent and lu^rincipled resistance on 
her part. Passports were then granted to n^tda^^e Chevalier sifid 
her brother. Thus terminated this extraordinary and impres^ve 
tragedy. 
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CHAP. XV. 

^IWL JOHK BORLA8B WARRBN — THE POLlGNACft— THB PARADE— THE BANE* 
FUI. SrFECTS OF PASSION — THE EMPEROR — A PICK-POCKET — A TRA- 
VELLER'S MEMORANDUMS — UNPUOILISTIC BRUISERS — DOCTOR GUTHRIE 

VISIT TO THE TAURIDA PALACE THE COLOSSAL HALL — THE WINTER 

GARDENS — THE BAN<^UET — PRINCE POTEMKIN — RAW Ci^RROTS — PLY- 
ING GARDENS — THE HOUSE OF CHARLES XII, AT BENDER, DISCOVERED. 

It was impos^Ue for aii Englishman to visit Peterburg when I did, 
without feeling a justifiable national pride in finding his country re- 
presented by one of her most disting^shed naval heroes, who, to 
the frankness and sincerity so peculiar to that character, unites the 
graceful attractions of the most courteous and polished manners. 
From the intrepid minister, and his elegant and enlightened lady, I 
experienced that urbanity and attention which eminently distinguish-, 
ed their conduct, and endeared them to the Russian court, and to 
dieir countrymen. The emperor, in his private circles, has of^ 
extolled the nautical skill and undaunted valour of Sir John Borlase 
Warreil, and honoured hkn with his friendship. In no period of 
those political storms which have so long shaken, and still continue 
to convulse, the continent of Europe, has the cabinet of Russia ma- 
nifested a more propitious and cordial disposition to the cause and 
interests of Great Bntain, than during the diplomacy of the gallant 
admiral. 

The house of embassy, a noble mansion, in the English line, was 
fitted up with great taste, and the hospitality which prevailed in it 
was truly Ruseian. The parties which assembled there were very 
select and agreeable. Amongst the most frequent visitors I met 
the Due de Polignac and several of the members of that illustrious 
house, who, from the highest rank, and an influence equal to that of 
Aeir sovereign, have been cast into the regions of the north, by the 
terrible tornado of the French revolution, where, in the sensibility 
and mimificence of the emperor, they have found protection. 

The noble fortitude of the Polignacs, and particularly the heroic 
and affecting eloquence of one of the brothers before the tribunal 
of Bonaparte, created at this period a strong sensation in the public 
mind, and in no part of the world more forcibly than at Petersbur|^ 
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In another age, when passion and prejudice shall repose in ^ the 
tomb of all tlic Capulets," the calm investigating historian may per- 
haps, but in better langus^, describe their crime, as I have ever 
considered it, a conspiracy of Bonaparte against himself, to enable 
him to assume the imperial purple. 

Simday is always at Petersburg a day of great festivity, but it oidy 
manifests itself after the hours of devotion. On this day the parade 
is well worthy the traveller's notice ; it commences at ten o'clock, in 
that great area which lies between one side of the winter palace and 
the mi^^nificent crescent, which formerly constituted the palace of 
Catherine's most cherished favourite, Lanskoi. The men amounted to 
four thousand, and presented a Very noble and martial appearance^ 
their uniform consisted of a round hat, with only a rim in ftxmt, and 
green feather, a short green coat, buttoned tight round the body, and 
white duck breeches cut very high, so that no waistcoat is necessary. 
The belly of the soldier is tightly strapped in, for the purpose of giv- 
ing an artificial breadth to the chest. "With an exception to the 
English and consular guards, I never saw finer men in my life, nor 
greater neatness in dress and person. The empercM* came from 
the palace, mounted upon a beautiful grey charger, attended by two 
or three officers ; he wore an amazing large cocked hat, fastened 
under his chin by a black leather strap, and buttoned to prevent the 
wind from occasioning that accident, for which a cruel disciplinarian 
(Frederick the great) once severely flogged a poor Prussian soldier. 
The rest of his dress was a short coat of daik olive-green colour, de-' 
corated with a small star and the cordon bleu, white leather breecheSf 
and high military boots, with very long projecting spnrs. Upon this 
occasion there is always a great ccmcourse of the commonalty, and a 
great muster of officers to pay their respects to the emperor, who 
rode at an easy canter down the line. As he passed I was much sur- 
prised to hear each company salute him with deep-toned voices, and 
highly gratified when I was informed that the salutation was, << Good 
day to our emperor." The words seemed to bring down the haughty 
disdain of military discipline to its proper level, and to place the 
hearts of the emperor and his brave soldiers m contact with each 
other. Upon his return he alighted and took his station in the cen- 
tre, when the regiments passed the emperor (who stood uncovered 
&11 the time) in open order, the band playing and officers saluting. 
As the imperial colours passed, which time m* war, or both, had re- 
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duced to a few shreds of silk, all the officers and spectators bowed. 
As the last company was marchmg off the ground, a lane was form* 
ed to the palace through the people, who gazed upon their young 
emperor with enthusiastic delight. The whole was a very interest- 
ing spectacle, for which, by the by, I had nearly paid rather dearly. 
Thinking, perhaps, that I was fi^r removed from the nimble-fingered 
disciples of London, or what is more likely, not thinking about the 
matter, I carelessly carried my pocket-book to the parade : a com- 
mem Rus»an had for some time, it qipeared, watched me with a 
cat-like eye, and at the moment the emperar passed me, he affected 
to relieve me from the pressure of the mob, and at the same time 
really endeavoured to relieve me of my letter of credit, some ruble 
notesy and what I fear the critics will wish I never had recovered, 
many of the memorandums from which I am now writing. A Ger- 
man valet, belonging to a gentlenjan who was with me, instantly 
seized him by the throat, ere his hand could leave my pocket, when 
he as speedily relinquished his prey. The attempt was made with 
a skilful knowledge of seizing ofifiorturdties^ by which some folks be- 
come wealthy, others imfierial^ and the dexterity and lightness of his 
finger would have obtdned a medal of felonious honour in the 
academy of Barrington. However, as I lost no property by the fel- 
low, I ordered the active servant to dismiss him ; and the terrified 
Russian rushed rapidly from my sight, and was lost in the surround- 
ing crowd. 

The Russian is not naturally addicted to thieving : he is seldom 
seen in hostility to life, in order to obtain the felonious possession of 
another man's property. A rare instance of what, however, may be 
committed in an ebullition of passion, occurred at tlie preceding pa- 
rade. An officer, in consequence of very improper behaviour, was 
put under arrest ; in the bitterness of wounded pride, he slew the 
centinel who was placed at his chamber door: the emperor, instead 
of dooming him to deatli, ordered him to receive twenty-five strokes 
of the knout, to be branded in the forehead with vor^ or rogue, and 
be sent to Siberia. 

As I was quitting the throng, two fellows, somewhat tipsy, bcgaa to 
quarrel ; and, after abusing each other very violently as they walked 
along, they at last proceeded to blows. No pugilistic science was dis- 
played: they fought with the hand expanded, as awkwardly as women 
play at battledore and shuttlecock; no desperate contusion ensued. A 
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police officer soon appeared, and, taking out a cord from hfe pock^ 
tied the combatants back to back, and placing them upon a droshka, 
galloped them off to the nearest sieja. The police of England would 
do well to act with the same spirit and promptitude towards those 
academic bruisers, who, in the most daring manner, \dolate the pub- 
lic tranquillity, and bid defianc6 to the authority of the law. 

A short time before my arrival, an affair, which in some degree 
illustrates the Russian character, had created considerable interest. 
A gallant English merchant conceiving himself rudely treated at the 
theatre by a Russian officer, one of the emperor's aid-du-camps, sent 
him a challenge. The officer declined the combat, and appealed to 
the emperor, which, according to the custom of his country, he might 
do without a stain upon his courage. Those martial notions of ho- 
nour, which reign so imperiously in England and France, are but tit- 
tle known in Russia, where the feudal system, the judicial combat 
and its chivalrous concomitants, never obtained, and where the sword 
never fomfs, and never has formed, a necessary appendage to the 
dress of the people, which, till lately, has for ages been worn amongst 
their brethren in more southern latitudes. 

It was with great pleasure that I availed myself of an introducdon 
to the venerable doctor Guthrie, physician to the noble land cadet 
corps, a gentleman of the most amiable manners, a philosopher, and 
well known to the world for his various scientific and literary produc- 
tions, and particularly for being the editor, as he has modestly annoimc- 
ed himself, of the Letters of his deceased lady from the Crimea, whi- 
ther she went, but in vain, in search of health. It is very generally 
believed, that the doctor very largely contributed to this able and 
beautiful work, which, from fondness to the memory of the departed, 
he is anxious should be considered as her own. 

I found the doctor protected, by his philosophical knowledge, from 
one of the most sultry days I ever experienced. He was in a Httle 
study built of wood, raised upon pijes, in a little meadow. Instead of 
his summer windows being open to admit the air, they were all clo- 
sed and fastened without ; his servant occasionally moistened the 
branches of the trees, that were suspended over the building, with 
water from a garden engine ; and to prevent, as much as possibly 
the admission of the flies, the entrance was through an outer door, 
and an inner one of gauze, and in the centre of the room stood a tub 
filled with ice. By these means the doctor, whilst every other per- 
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son was languishing and panting with heat, enjoyed a cool and de- 
lightful atmos{^re. His collection of Siberian minerals, gems, and 
precious stones (amoi^t which is a beautiful riband agate), from 
various parts of the Russian empire, and a variety of marine fowls 
from the Russian archipelago, are very curious and interesting. I 
here saw a fine specimen of the encoustic, or wax-painting, the art 
of which was discovered a few years since in Herculaneum, by a sol- 
dier accidentaPy holding a flambeau to an apparently naked ^vall, 
when the actipn of the heat created, to his astonishment, a beautifi^l 
landscape, by reviving the encoustic colour in which it had been paint- 
ed. The doctor also obligingly shewed me an opera which was com- 
posed by the late empress, in which, with great poetical spirit and 
genius, she has described the founding of Moscow, and the habits and 
. customs of the Rusdans. The words of many of the songs were 
adapted to old Russ tunes, and others were set to music by Sarti. Of 
this imperial production only four copies were ever printed; as soon 
as they were struck off, the press, the types of which were made at 
Paris, was broken. Independent of his merited reputation, the doc- 
tor has two other reasons sufEcient to make any philosopher proud 
and happy : he is the father of two lovely daughters ; the eldest is 
lady Gascoigne, who, to the charms of youth and beauty, unites the 
most elegant accomplishments and captivating manners. So high 
was report in her favour, and so little can she be known with impu- 
nity, that I felt a sullen satis^ction in learning that she was upon a 
visit to her friends in Scotland whilst I was at Petersburg ; the other 
daughter is a lovely girl, pursuing her studies in the Convent des 
Demoiselles. 

On account of his long and faithful services, the doctor was en- 
nobled by Paul, who always retained a great partiality for him, even 
during the temporary disgust which he felt against his countrymen: 
he is honoured with a hat and feathers, and the rank of a general. It 
is scarcely necessary for me to observe, that in a military govern- 
ment like Russia, military rank precedes every other. 

From doctor Guthrie's cool philosophic shade, we proceeded to the 
Taurida palace, built by Catherine II, and given by her to her dis- 
tinguished favourite prince Potemkin, upon whom she lavished un- 
precedented dignities and treasure. She bestowed -upon him the 
name of the Taurian, in honour of his conquest of the Crimea, and 
called this building after him. Upon the death of the prince, the 
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empress purchased it of his family for a vast sum. The grand front 
of this building, which is of brick, stuccoed white, is towards the street 
leading to the Convent des Demoiselles, in the east end of the city, 
consisting of a centre, adorned with a portico supported by columns, 
and a large cupola of copper, painted green, and extensive wings. 
A variety of out-offices, orangeries, and hot-houses, reach from the 
left wing to a prodigious distance : in the front is a court yard, divid- 
ed from the street by a handsome nuling. The exterior of this 
building is very extensive, but low ; and although it has a princely 
appearance, does not excite the astonishment that a stranger feels in 
entering it. Through the civility of our countryman, Mr. Gould, 
the emperor's gardener, who enjoys a munificent salary, and a hand- 
some house on the west side of the gardens, I was frequently enabled 
to visit this delightful place. The kitchen, fruit, and pleasure-gar- 
dens, and hot-houses, occupy a vast space of ground, which are water- 
ed by several canals ; over one of them is thrown the celebrated model 
of a flying covered bridge of one Mx:h, which an obscure illiterate 
Russian constructed, for the purpose of embracing the two sides of 
the Ne^'a, opposite to the statue of Peter the Great: it is about seventy 
feet long, and is a wonderful display of mechanical ingenuity. This 
extraordinary peasant has clearly elucidated the practicability of such 
a measure ; the model is capable of bearing more comparative weight 
than could ever press upon the bridge itself. The enormous expense 
which must attend su^h an undertaking will, in all probability, reserve 
it for a distant period. The ingenious artist received a handsome 
pension from the late empress, and the satisfaction of having display- 
ed with what extent of capacity unassisted nature has gifted the Rus- 
sian mind. In this part of the grounds, Catherine II was in the habit 
of taking her morning promenade with a male friend ; and in the 
evening attendecf by her court. * 

The pleasure-grounds are small, but beautiftilly laid out by Mr* 
Gould, who was a pupil of the celebrated Browne ; and who, at the 
advanced^ge of seventy-two years, beholds this little paradise, which 
he created from a mephitic bog, flourishing and exciting the'admira- 
tictti of foreigners, and in the shade of which Potemkin, Catherine 
the Great, and two siKceeding emperors of Russia, have sought tran- 
quillity and repose from the oppressive weight of public duty. 

This respectable Englishman, who has realized a handsome for- 
tune, the fruit of imperial munificence, for long services, keeps an 
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elegant and hotpitftble table, and is vidted by persons of the first res- 
pectability. The late unfortunate king of Poland, during liis resi* 
dence, or rather incarcera;don, in Petersburg, felt a melancholy plea* 
sure in quitting the f^uoitom of royalty, which mocked rather than 
consoled him, in the palace of Siberian marble, to pour the sufferings 
of his aiiUcted mind into the breast of the frank, cordial, and ingenuous 
Englisliman in this abode of privacy. 

The pleasure-grounds are very elegantly disposed, and, as we pass- 
ed the little green palisade which separates them from the kitchen- 
garden, we contemplated with pleasure the favourite seat of Cathe- 
rine the Great, that here presented Itself: it was a long, tasteful gar- 
den-sopha of iron, interlaced, pcdnted green, and stood under the 
branches of an oak. Here she used to take her coffee ; and, upon 
this very seat she gave pdvate and unrestrained audience to the late 
king of Sweden. I am enabled, from indubitable authority, to state, 
thai the age of Catherine when she expired was seventy-five, although 
three years are taken from it in the csdendar. 

As we descended a Uttle slope from Catherine's seat, we passed 
by two birch-trees, revered by the superstitious Russians, on account 
of thw having been, with a third of the same species, preserved, 
when the morass in which they grew was first converted into a gar- 
den, and the vegetable patriai'chs of the place : we were gravely told, 
that when Paul died, the one which is missing perished from exces- 
dve aennbUity, I never knew before, that nature bad endued the birch 
with acute feelings : I remember, at school, it was admitted, nem, 
con. that it had the power of exciting them. 

The first room we entered from the garden was the celebrated 
hall in which prince Potemkin gave the most gorgeous and costly en- 
tertainment ever recorded since the days of Roman voluptuousness t 
I am not able to communicate to my readers the ideas which this 
enormous room excited. If a Pagan were to be transported into it 
In his sleep, when he awoke he could not fail of thinking that he had 
undergone an apotheosis, and had been conducted to the banqueting- 
room of Jupiter. It was built afler the unassisted d^ign of Potem- 
kin, and unites, to a sublime conception, all the graces of finished 
taste. This prodigious room is supported by double rows of colos- 
sal Doric pillars, opening on one side into a vast pavilion, compoang 
the winter-garden, which I saw prepared for the emperor, who re- 
sides here for a diort time every year, just before I left Petersburg. 

Ff 
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This garden is very extensive : the trees, chiefly orange, of an enof '^ 
mous Mze, are sunk in the earth in their tubs, and are entirely cover- 
ed with fine mould : the walks are gravelled, wind, and undulate in 
a very delightful manner, are neatly turfed, and lined with roses and 
other flovers: the whole of the pavilion is lighted by lofty windows : 
from the ceiling depend several magnificent lustres of the richest 
cut glass. 

Here, whilst the polar winter is raging without, covering the world 
in white, and hardenmg the earth to marble ; when water tossed in 
the air drops down in ice, may be seen the foliage, and inhaled the 
fragrance of an Arabian grove, in the soft and benign climate of an 
Italian spring. The novelty and voluptuous luxuriance of this green 
refreshmg spectacle, seen through a colonnade of massy white pillars, 
and reduplicated by vast mirrors, is matchless. Between the columns, 
now no longer incumbered with boxes for spectators, as they former* 
ly were, are a great number of beautiftil statues and colossal casts : 
the two celebrated vases of Carrara marble, the largest in the world> 
occupy the centre of the room leading to the winter-garden. The 
d3dng gladiator, Cupid and Psyche, a recumbent hermaphrodite, 
and many other exqmsite producti(»is of the chisel, afford ample gra- 
tification to the man of taste. Amongst the busts, is that of the 
right honourable Charles James Fox, by NoUekens ; an admirable 
likeness of that distmguished orator. Paul, during his temporary 
aversion to the English, ordered this bust into the cellar: whether he 
intended that his spleen should carry the marks of some humoiu*, I 
know not. His august successor removed it from the region of the 
Tuscan juice, and the depths of darkness, and ordered it to occupy its 
present station, where, by the side of Grecian and Roman virtue, the 
sun of heaven shines fiiU upon it. Opposite to the winter-garden is 
a beautiftil saloon, divided from the hall only by the colonnade, which 
is filled with rare antiques, principally busts. Amongst them a head 
of Achilles, and a small Silenus, are justly regarded as the most 
precious. During the darkened hours of Paul, he converted this 
palace into a garrison ; and the hall, pavilion, and saloon, into a riding* 
school for his troops I 

• The rest of the rooms, which are upon the ground-floor, have been 
elegantly, but very simply, fitted up by the present emperor, and all 
their gorgeous hangings, fiimiture, and decorations, have been re- 
moved, and deposited in magazines. In one of the rooms there is a 
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set of superb lustres, every drop of gl^s in which may be set in 
mbtion by clock-work, concealed in the centre, when it presents the 
appearance of a little cascade. The theatre, which has been much 
reduced, is still spacious and very handsome. 

It may not be uninteresting to give a very brief description of the 
entertainment which I have before alluded to, as I received it from 
Mr. Gould, who contributed his talents to augment the rich variety 
of that resplendent festival : Soon after prince Potemkin's return 
from the conquest of Crim Tartary, under the influence of a gloomy 
prepossession tiiat it would be the last time that he should have it in 
his power to pay due honour to his imperial benefactress, he resolved 
upon giving a banquet, which, in modem Europe and Asia, should 
liave no parallel. What the expenses attending it amounted to were 
never known, but they must have been prodigious. For several 
months previous to the gala, the most distinguished artists were in- 
vited from distant countries to assist in its completion. The grand 
outlme was designed by the prince, and so various as Well as vast 
were the parts, that not one of the assistants could form any previous 
idea of the whole of it. In the general bustle of preparation, the 
following anefcdote, that proves the natural taste of Potemkin's mind, 
is related : He had ordered a statue of Catherine to be formed of 
alabaster, which he intended should be raised upon a pedestal, in ti 
temple of precious Stones, in the winter-garden ; for the motto upon 
its intablature he wrote: " To the Mother of my Country, and to 
me the most gracious." In his design, the artist had extended the 
hand and elevated the sceptre, in the formal style of our queen 
Anne's appearance in wax-work; the critical eye of this prince, al- 
though he has been termed, and in some instances justly, a splendid 
barbarian, in a moment perceived the deficiency of grace in the atti- 
tude, and ordered the sceptre to be inclined : the artist retired to ano- 
ther room in chagrin, and exclaimed, " This great savage has more 
« taste than I have, wh6 have been brought up in the lap of the arts." 
Upon giving another direction, the artist stared, and remonstrated 
upon the enormous sum which it would cost: ^' What, Sir!" said 
Potemkln, « do you affect to know the depth of my treasury? Be 
«* assured it stands in no need of your sensibility." After which his 
prders were obeyed without any reference to expenditure. 

Nothing could exceed the public sensation which this ftte excited. 
At length the evening arrived, when the prince was to appear, iji al) 
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his pomp asd glory^ before his fond and adored sovereign. The 
wails of these splendid apartments were most richly an4 beautifully 
illuminated, and decorated with various exquisite trm;i^ar^K}esi 
and the stairs, hall, avenues, and ^de& of the rooms were Uned with 
ofiicers of state, attached to the household of the prince, and servants, 
in the most costly dresses, and magmfioent liveries. The orcheatn^ 
exceeded sis^ hundred vocal and instrumental namician s , and an* 
nounced the entrance of the empress and her court, richly attired, 
by a grand overture and chorus, which reverberated through the 
colonnades and salocms. Potemkin conducted his imperial visitor 
to an elevated chair glittering with gold aiMl diamonds: midway be- 
tween the cc^umns were boxes gilt with pale gold, and lined with 
green silk, filled with spectators in gala dresses. The festivity com* 
menced with a dance of youths of both sexes, habited in white, and 
covered with pearls and jewels, at the head of v/htom were the pre* 
sent emperor and the grand duke Constantine his brother. After 
the dance, and the most co^y refreshments, the psuty repaired to 
the theatre, at the other end of the palace, where an occasional 
piece, composed in honour of the empress, was performed, in which 
all the powers, of singing, acting, dancing, dress, scenery, and deco- 
rations, were displayc^d. Upon the conchisioa of the drama, the au- 
dience rose, and, as if impelled by magic, the benches, touched by 
springs, moved and formed into tables and little seats, which were 
almost instantaneously covered with the richest viands, served up ui 
go^d and silver. The curtain again rose, and discovered a haU of 
mirrors, from which descended globular lustres of crystal, and a table 
appeared covered with the rarity of almost every region, splendidly 
served in gold ; and at the head, upon a throne gilded and glitterii^ 
with precious stones, sat the empress surrounded by her court, the 
most brilliant in Europe. Such were the arrangements in this place, 
that every one could see and be seen. In the colossal hall were 
spread tables filled with delicacies and the most costly wines, and at 
the head of it was a prodigious massy cistern of solid silver, contain- 
ing sterlet soup, which is s^d alcme to have cost ten thousand rubles. 
During this splendid repast, in every room the softest music was 
heard, which rather enlivened than restrained the current of conver- 
sation. Universal decorum and hilarity prevailed; every wish wa3 
anticipated, every sense was gratified. 
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The banquet was followed by a succession of mf^;nificent exhibir 
tions, and the empress did not retire till midnight. As she proceeded 
to her carriage) it wa^ observed that she appeared much affected byth^ 
homage wluch had been paid to her, encre^sed, perhaps, bf the ten^ 
der remembrance of departed hours; and as she turned toHdtb^ 
prince adieu, she could scarcely support herself t at ttufi touchix^ 
ixu)me^tt Potemldu fell upon his knees, and covered her hand with 
his tears and kisses: it was destined that he should never more be- 
hold her under that roof, and his mind seemed to be fully possessed 
of the idea. A. shoirt time afterwards, as he was proceeding frcHu 
Yas^ to Nicolaief^ he was seized with a violent cholic, w^hich it u 
supposed was produced by his singular ii regulaiities ; he alighted 
from his trayelling carriage, supported by his nieces, with difi^ltj 
reached a bank oi^ the side of the road, and expired in their arms^ 
His remains were interred with magnificent honours, at Cherson, on 
the banks of the Dnieper, and a splendid mausoleum was raised to 
Ma memory by the order of her czarian majesty. 

The dislike which Paul ever bore towards Potemkin, principally 
on account of his being the favourite of his imperial mother, induced 
the emperor, dming the dreadful subversion of his mind, to order 
the body of the prince to be raised and exposed, .and the mausoleum 
destroyed. A lady whom I met, and who was obliged, during this 
fearful period, to take refuge in the Crimea, beheld the nmis of the 
tomb> and the remains of tlie prince exposed to the birds of the air- 
To what trifles do many persons owe their elevation : Potemkla 
was indebted for his honours and fortunes to a feather. In the revor 
lution which gave tlie late empress sole possession of the throne, 
she appeared at tihe head of the Ismailof guards, when Potemkin, a 
young officer in the cavalry, perceiving that she had no feather in 
her hat, as she appeared on that momentous occasion en rnilitmre^ 
rode up to her and presented his. This extraordinary man expe- 
rienced, in early life, a disappointment of the heart, which so fre- 
quendy forces the imnd out of its proper sphere, and unsetdes it for 
ever. Potemkin rushed into the field of battle, and in search of death 
obtained glory. The cruel fair cme still rejected him, notwithstand- 
ing his scars and honours, became violently smitten with an ugly 
old man, whom she married, and hated for ever after. 

Potemkin very firequently refiised to pay his tradesmen. It is 
said that a very celebrated French veterinary professor went from 
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Vienna to Petersburg, for the purpose of curing a beautiful charger, 
that had been presented to the prince by the emperor Joseph II, and 
which was so ill that the medical world of Petersburg had given it 
over. The professor built a stable for the animal upon a particular 
construction, and after the most incessant attention succeeded in re- 
storing it to health. When the horse-doctor waited upon Potemkin 
with the joyful news, and expected to be profusely paid for the heavy 
sums of money which he had expended, and for his time and skill, 
he was forbidden the sight of the prince, never could see him after- 
wards, and never was paid: yet, notwithstanding these occasional 
acts of avaricious dishonesty, and although his property was estimat- 
ed at nine millions of rubles in cash, forty-five thousand peasants, 
besides two pensions, one of seventy-five thousand rubles, and ano- 
ther of thirty thousand rubles, for his table, such was his prodig^ity 
that he was frequently embarrassed. In winter he used to wear a 
muff of the value of one thousand pounds. 

In one of the prince's journeys to the Crimea, Mr. Gould attended 
him, being at that time his head gardener, and was preceded by 
several hundred assistants. Whenever the prince halted, if it were 
only for a day, he foimd his travelling pavilion raised, and surroimded 
by a garden in the English taste, composed of trees and shrubs, 
raised, and carried forward as the cavalcade proceeded, and divided 
by gravel walks. Yet, strange to relate, amidst this Asiatic pomp, 
whilst the subordinate attendants fared upon every dainty that wealth 
could purchase, the poor Englishman, whenever the prince request- 
ed him to travel in his carriage, which frequently occurred, was 
obliged to put up with the most homely fare, which Potemkin, 
always irregular and eccentric, generally preferred. At a sumptuous 
entertsdnment, where every rarity of epicurism invited the appetite, 
the prinpe has been known to order a raw carrot, or turnip, and to 
dine upon it. 

I must relate the following little anecdote, and then I have done 
with Potemkin. One day, in the course of their journey, they halted 
at Bender, in Bessarabia, where, whilst the prince was alone at dinner, 
Mr. Gould rambled about the neighbourhood, for tiie purpose of dis- 
covering the scite, or remains, of the house of Chares XII of Swe- 
den, in which, on the twelfth of February, 1713, he and a few fol- 
lowers madly bade defiance to the whole Ottoman army, after having 
been repeatedly and earnestly entreated to leave the dondnions of 
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the grand Turk. After a diligent search, with the assistance of some 
of the natives, the English gardener discovered the nuns which the 
eccentric spirit of the Swedish king had rendered so interesting, and 
exultinglf returned to the prince with the intelligence, who exclaim- 
ed, with liberal J07, " The English discover every thii^," imme- 
diately proceeded to it, and, after regarding its remains with a very 
lively sensation, ordered the house to be repaired, and partly rebuilt, 
and a garden to be constructed round it, which was accordingly done^ 
as a monument of his respect for the conqueror of Narva. 
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CHAP. XVI. 

BNGtISH CBOVlfD 131 RUSSIA— NATIONAL BATJtS-^A NEW »BCT-^**a0W 
CUSTOMS VARY' — A PANACE.A— VISIT TO TlE EMPEROR*S O&EATEST 

FAVOURITE A RECIPE FOR REVOLUTIONISTS — -WILD POCS THE 

MARBLE CHU&Ca AND PASQUINADE— <ACADEMY OF ARTS — A TRAVEL- 
LER'S CIVILIZING IDEA A ROW TO KAMMENOl OSTROFF DELICACY 

AND GRATITUDE — BRAVERY AND GENEROSITY OF GU8TAVUS III, TO 
HIS BARGEMAN AN ELEGANT AND GRATEFUL COMPLIMENT RUS- 
SIAN MUSIC ITS EFFECT UPON ITALIAN EARS AND COWS— FOREST 

ON FIRE. 

During my stay at Petersburg, I paid several visits to the coun- 
try houses of the English merchants on the PeterhofF road, where 
they live in great elegance. In the gardens of one of them, I trod 
"with delight upon British ground. An ardent love for his country 
had induced the hospitable owner, at a great expense, to bring a 
quantity of English ballast from British ships to cover his walks with. 
Every garden is furnished with large swings, capable of holding two 
persons standing, and one between sitting. Of this diversion the Rus- 
sians are very fond. As I was roving in my friend's grounds I heard 
tlie cry of some hounds in an adjoining kennel, belonging to a Rus- 
sian nobleman : the nobility are very fond of the sports of the field. 
The gentlemen of the English factory have a regular pack and sport- 
ing establishment at Garrella. Having assumed a tolerable shabby 
dress, no difficult thing for a traveller at any time to command, for 
the purpose of qualifying ourselves for the approaching scene, and 
to prevent the suspicion of improper motives, we proceeded to the 
great national bath on a Saturday, which seems to be a purifying 
day every where. 

After passing over a raised w^ooden path, by the side of a long 
wooden wall, we halted at a house built of the same materials, which 
formed the grand entrance. Here, upon paying five copecs a-piece, 
from a hole in a dark shed, or magazine of birch rods with the leaves 
on, a hand poked out one of them to each of us, wlach we took, with- 
out, at the time, knowing for what purpose they were to be used. 
On the entrance on each side were stalls of black bread, little pies, 
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quass, and liqueurs. In the first court we beheld men and women 
inctiscrimmately mingled together, in a state similar to that which 
preceded the slightest notion of breeches and waistcoats. They were 
arranged like so many hounds in a dog-kennel, upon benches tier 
above tier, where they were wnnging their beards, and combing and 
plaiting their hair. In the middle of the yard was a jet-d'eau play- 
ing into a great wooden cistern ; as the bathers came out of the 
vapour-room, red and reeking with heat, they ran to this tank, and 
filling a bucket with cold water, raised it, and threw it over their 
heads. When these baths are near a river they plunge into it, and in 
the winter roll themselves in the snow. 

I opened the door of the vapour-room, in which I could not ccm- 
tinue above a minute, and in that time a profiise perspiration came 
over me. The room was capacious, women and men were piled one 
above another amphitheatrically ; the vapour which filled the room, 
and gave it the atmosphere of a digester, was produced from water 
being thrown upon a great number of heated stones, some of them 
red hot. In this place, to assist the cause of perspiration and washing, 
they exchange the little tender and delicate offices of flogging, soaping, 
and rubbing each other down. The Russians in this, as well as many 
other customs, bear a strong analogy to the Grecians. These scenes, 
such is the effect of habit, are seldom productive of libertinism, even 
amongst the natives ; to every foreigner they cannot fail to be offen- 
sive and repulsive. If a painter wishes to delineate a Venus, or even 
any part of the figu^, let him go to a Russian bath for a model. My 
curiosity was soon satisfied ; I visited no other part of the building, and 
right glad was I to quit this disgusting scene. These baths, however, 
which are to be foimd in every village, prove that the Russians are 
naturally clean. A^^i^ these ablutions, clean shirts and shifts are put 
on for Sunday. 

It is highly interesting to observe how nations differ from each 
other in their customs, and how frequently they reverse them. As 
we are upon the subject of bathing, I cannot help mentioning that, as 
I was walking with some English ladies in the summer gardens one 
evening, I saw about sixty men and women enjoying themselves in a 
small canal which runs from the Neva to the Michaeleski palace. 
Public as this spectacle was, there seemed to be the most perfect in- 
nocence among^st all the parties. One man was very desirous that I 
should see how well- his wife could swim ; and a Polish servant in 

G G 
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waiting said, witli great nai vet6, to one of our English ladies (a very 
amiable and sensible woman, in whose service he was), ^ Madam, 
there is a fine seat there," pointing to one upon the side of the water, 
<^ where you can have an excelleirt view, and see the manner in 
" which the Rusaans swim." Their manner is somewhat curious ;. 
they swim as if a dog had taught them. As I was one day walking 
by the side of the canal which runs before the opera-house, I saw two 
young, and I think I may add, modest women, seeking shelter from 
the sun in the limpid steam. The forais of these Musidorasdid more 
honour to their sex than any which I had before seen. 

The Russians beat all the doctors hollow. They have one simple 
(I know not if certsdn) cure for every description of disease ; viz* two 
glasses of brandy, a scourging and soaping in the vapour-bath, and a 
Toll in the Neva, or snow. 

The smile of the sovereigji has an universal influence ; if you are 
well at court, it is well with you every where. Impressed with this 
truth, I resolved to visit the greatest fevourite of his imperial majesty. 
As his sagacity was extraordinary ; as he paid no consideration to ex- 
terior himself, nor minded it in others ; and, moreover, as his resi- 
dence was in the neighbourhood of the bath, I made up my mind to 
avail myself of his liberal notions, and seek an audience without re- 
turning to my hotel, a distance of three miles at least, to change my 
dress. Although, with respect to the appearance of his visitors, he 
was very ax^commodating, yet I found him, like all courtiers, inac- 
cessible without a bribe ; and accordingly, the honour of being in- 
troduced to him cost me something, it is useless now to say what* 
Was it not singular ? Upon entering his apartment, which was very * 
lofty, I found him heavily ironed by one leg, and guarded ; yet, strange 
as this appeared, I was rejoiced to find, for his character stands very 
high, that he was not in disgrace. The personage I am speaking of 
was his majesty's elephant, who was at least eleven feet high, and, 
like his imperial master, majestic, yet gracious ; and though fearfully 
armed with power, most discreet and gentie in its use. His establish- 
ment consisted of a faithfiil Persian, who receiyed and repaid his af- 
fections. . 

In the ground behind the elephant's apartment we saw some Cal- 
muc sheep grazing, distinguishable from the same species of animal 
in other countries, by a vast bag of hard fat, which grows from the 
rump. As I was returning from his clephantic majesty, a friend of 
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mine pointed to a Russian who was crossing a bridge, and informed 
me that some years since he was one of the leading characters of a 
sect) whose tei^ets extended eternal rewards of happiness to those 
who, crossing the great design of God in creating man, deprived 
themselves of the possibility of becoming the fathers of families : 
agsdnst Uie spreading ^maticism of these monstrous visionaries, which 
aimed at the radical extinction of society, Catherine II directed a 
prompt and decisive blow : those of its wretched and deluded fol- 
lowers, who are known, are branded, wherever they appear, with pub- 
lic derision. 

Catherine put down a sect still more formidabk, and by the follow- 
ing whimsically wise manner saved her people from the baneful con- 
tagion of French princi];^es. During that revdution, which portend- 
ed ruin to all the sacred establishments of all nations, when in Eng- 
land Pitt trampled out the brightening embers, and saved his country 
from the devourii^ flames, a group of mischievous emissaries fh>m 
France arrived atPetersburg,and began, in whispers amongst the mob, 
to persuade the poor droshka driver, and the ambulatory vender of 
honey quass, that thrones were only to be considered as stools, and 
that the/ had as much right to wX upon one of them as their em- 
press: Catherine, concealing her real aj^ehensicms, availed herself 
of the powers with which she was clothed, without shedding a drop 
' of blood. She knew ridicule to be, in aWe hands, a powerful weapon, 
and resolved to wield it upon the present occasion. One evening the 
police officers were ordered to seize all these illuminated apostles of 
liberty, and bear them away to the lunatic asylum, where the em- 
press had directed that their heads should be shaved and blistered, 
and their bodies well scoured by aperient medicines, and kept on 
meagre diet ; this regimen was continued for fourteen days, when 
their confinement terminated. The common Russians had heard of 
their fete, and really believing that they had been insane, neglected 
and deserted them upon their re-appearance in the city with shorn 
heads, hdlow eyes, and sunk cheeks, and all the striking indications 
of a recently bewildered mind. If this mild and ingenious project 
had feiled, Catherine wouW have let Joose all the energy of power, 
and for this purpose she rapidly caused to be built that vast edifice, 
now used tar the marine barracks, which she destined for a state 
prison. 
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The transitionfirom the revolutionists to wild dogs is very simple 
and natural. About three versts on the left hand side of the Zarsko 
Zello road, is a wood infested with these animals. To this place 
dead horses, and all the rank garbage of the city, which a Russian 
stomach cannot relish, are carried. These dogs never aim at firosely- 
fistjij and are never seen beyond the boundaries of their thicket. 

Having tiirown aside our bathing dresses, we went to the palace 
of Saint Michael, where, as I have related, the last emperor perished. 
As Paul had expressed so much aversion to the imperial mansions 
in which his mother delighted, I felt a curiosity minutely to examine 
a palace of his own crektion. In addition to what has been before ob- 
served, the whole of this enormous pile was built by an Italian, of 
red Dutch brick, which at a distance has an animating appearance, 
upon a basement of hewn granite, that resembles a foundation of 
rock. The grand entrance fix)m the great perspective, through the 
riding-room and offices, is very handsome. Upon the architrave is 
written in Russ characters, as it was translated to me, the following 
singular motto : « May my house endure like the Lord's." The 
Russians observe, with their accustomed superstition, that the num- 
ber of letters of this inscription correspond with the number of Paul's 
years, and that out of them an anagram may be composed, denoting 
thi:*t he who ridsed the building would perish by a violent death. 
The interior is vast, but very gloomy. The chambers which were 
shewn were stripped of their furniture* and all their moveable decora- 
tions, which are lodged in the cabinet of jewels, but the ornaments 
which remained exhibited a style of costiy magnificence ; the doors, 
some of which were of various-coloured glass, and richly gilded, were 
uncommonly superb. We saw the room in which the unfortunate 
sovej eio;n perished, and his private staircase before mentioned. AH 
the rooms, except those which are used for state, are occupied by 
persons belonging to the court; amongst others Mr. Cameron, the 
impci ial architect, has a superb suite of apartments, those which were 
formerly occupied by the present emperor and empress before they 
ascended the throne ; in one of which is a fire-place which had been 
encrusted with jewels. To the taste and genius of this gentieman, 
Russia is indebted for many of her beautifiil architectural objects. 

From the palace of St. Michael, we went, by a special appoint- 
ment and permission, obtained after much trouble, to the academy 
of arts, and in our way stopped at the marble church of St. Isaac, 
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which was erected, but not finished, by the late empress : it is en- 
tirely built of Siberian marble, porphyry, and jasper, at an immense 
cost, has a vast copper dome gilded, and is the most magnificent 
pliace of worship in Petersburg ; yet, after all, it has a very sombre 
appearance without. 

The late emperor, disgusted, as I have already explained, with 
every thing which had engaged the care and regard of his imperial 
mother, raised in ridicule a little tower of brick, covered with a small 
dome, on the west side of this temple. During the calamitous state of 
his mind, an indiscreet wag affixed to the door of the church the fol- 
lowing pasquinade, in Russ verses : " To Paul the first, emperor, fee.** 

•« In marble should thy mother's mem'ry shine ; 
In perishable brick zxid plaster thine." 

The writer paid dearly for his vrit; he was discovered, knouted, had 
his nostrils torn, and was sent to Siberia. Upon the accession of the 
present emperor, application was made by his friends for his release, 
which was granted, and a miserable mutilated wretch was restored 
to those who could with difficulty recognize him. 

The interior of this building is truly magnificent, being entirely 
composed of the most precious Siberian marble. Near the altar was 
an elegant pulpit, the only one that I saw in any of the Greek church- 
es : it was built by the orders of the late empress, who was desirous 
of enlightening her people in their feith by devotional discourses. 

The academy of arts is an enonnous pile of quadi'angular brick 
building, in the Vassili-ostroff. In the council-room we were shewn 
a beautiful golden medal of the head of Paul, by the present empress 
dowager, which at cmce proves the taste of her mind, and the pow- 
erful affections of her heart. In the hall of statues were a great 
number of fine casts from the antique, particularly a beautiful one of 
the Belvidere Apollo : the original, in the imperial museum at Paris, 
afforded me the greatest delight I ever experienced in contemplating 
any work of art, and whi^ I greatly preferred to the Laocoon, 
Amongst the pictures was a perfect and precious piece of painting, 
in fresco, from Herculaneum. As we passed through a suite of 
rooms, in which the youngest class of students, from the age of eight 
or nine years, were drawing (all of whom, as well as the rest of the 
pupils, are clothed, educated, and msdntained, at the expense of the 
crown), we saw some promising works of art ; but, strange to relate, 



«50 A NORTHERN SUMMER. 

tfaey were principally confined to the younger artists : the tree Iook» 
Wealthy towards the roots, but weakens as it spreads. I could not 
help observing, that most of the adult students were occupied in paint- 
1i^ whole and half length likenesses of the emperor, in his regiment- 
als, instead of attending to the works of the ancient masters, several 
of whose prockKtions adorn their galleries. The almighty Disposer 
of the universe has limited nations, as well as individuals, to their pro- 
per share of his beneficence. Whilst he has determined that the vine 
of the Tyrol shall never bend with its luscious grape upon the shores 
of the Frozen Sea, he seems to Ifave allotted a nM>re benign region to 
painting, and to have precluded her from wandering far in the north. 
To the Russian that god has been bountiful :-»but Russia has never 
yet sent an illustrious pdnter into the world »— 4t may be too confi- 
dent to say, she never wiD. 

In the hall of architecture were some exquisite models ; many in 
cork, of Roman ruins ; the principal were a prodigious one of St. 
Peter*s at Rome, which entirely filled a large room ; its dimensions 
admitted two of us to stand under its dome, and another of the ka- 
zan. In the hall of statuar)' we saw several students at their occu* 
padons, who displayed considerable ability : there were here some 
beautiful casts, from Canovre*s statues, many of which are in piince 
Usupofl**s gallery. The adjoining rooms to this were for the accom- 
modation of the engravers and medalists. 

The late empress lavished enormous sums upon this institution, 
which, if it does not ultimately reach the perfection of simflar esta- 
blishments in more genial climates, will at least have the merit of ha- 
ving made some advancements. After the profuse magnificence of 
Catherine, and the thoughtless waste of the imperial treasure during 
the short reign of his disastrous predecessor, Alexander has most ju- 
^ciously confined himseif to a cautious and scrupulous exp^tditure. 
Russia is unquestionably much indebted to the genius and spirit of 
the late empress; but it was impossible that exteitded civilization 
could be the fruits of her costiy culture. In raising magnificent pa- 
laces, she raised so many mtonuments to her memory, which at first 
Murfiriaed the common Russian, but never injbrmed him ; and, in 
doing so, she too much neglected the cottage. If I dare intimate 
the spot where, in such a country the spirit of civilization should 
commence her operations, I would point to the hovel of felled trees, 
where the smoke issues through the same hole which admits th^ 
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light: anu^kiratt the domestic economy of rude 4md ab;ect nature : take 
care of the peasantry : the higher classes are pretty neaiiy the saaot 
all over the world. The reverse of this plan will ever present the 
hideous spectacle of a voluptuous and vicious nohility, and of a peo^ 
{rie cOTnipt before they are refined ; or, in the language of a shrewd 
observer of mankind, "rotten ere they are ripe." As £»* as my obser- 
vation and information extended, I sh(mld conceive that the civiHza* 
tion of Russia would be rapidly promoted, afiter the removal of thalt 
most frightful and powerful of all checks, akcvery^ by improving the 
£:,rms, by establishing colleges for the educaticm of those who are 
destined to the priesthood, by reducing the number of holidays, by 
instituting rewards for menial integrity at the end of a given penod» 
and by preventing parents from betrothing their female children be- 
fore the age of consent, Mid contrary to their wilL 

The day when we visited the places before desciibed being re* 
markable fine, captain Elphinstone, of the Russian navy, proposed a 
visit by water in his barge to Kammenoi Ostrofi*, a little seat, and 
the favourite residence of the emperor, about seven versts from the 
city. The bargemen were very fine fellows, clean shaved, and dresadl 
in clean shirts. As we rowed round the islands formed by the Pe- 
trovka, branching from the Neva, my gallant friend gratified me, bf 
Telating the following anecdote of the delicacy and fortitude of Ca- 
therine*s mind. Afber the battle between the Russian and Swedish 
fleets, off Cronstadt, in May, 1790, captain Elphinstone, then a very 
young lieutenant, was dispatched by his uncle, admiral Creusc, 1» 
Catherine, who was at that time at the palace of Zarsko Zelo, with 
ficn account of the successful mameuvres of her fleet. For four dsgrs. 
and nights preceding the empress had taken no rest, and but little 
refreshment, the greater part of which time she had passed upom 
the beautifiil terrace near the baths of porphyry ; listening, with the 
greatest anxiety, to the distant thunder of the cannon, which was so 
tremendous, that several vraidows in Petersburg were broken by its^ 
concussion. It is said that, anticipating the last disaster^ her horses 
and carriages were ready to convey her to Moscow. Young Elpl^n- 
Btone arrived at the palace late at night, in his fighting clothes, co- 
vered with dust and gun-powder, and severely fatigued with long . 
and arduous duty. His dispatches were instantly carried to the cm- 
press, who ordered her page in waiting to give the bearer refresh- 
vients and a bed, and requested that he might on no account be db- 
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turbed. The gallant messenger availed himself of her gradousnes^ 
and " Tir'd Nature's sweet restorer, balmy sleep l" never quitted 
his eyelids till the dawn had far advanced, during which period Ca- 
therine had sent three times to see if he were awake. At length 
captain Elphinstone, in all his dishabille^ was conducted to her pre- 
sence by her secretary, when she commenced an enchanting conver- 
sation, in which she complimented the gallantry and many naval 
achievements of his family ; and after proceeding upon various topics 
for about half an hour, she. said, calling him " my son," " Now let 
*^ us proceed to business: I have received the dispatches, which 
*^ have afforded me infinite satis£3u:tion. I thank you for your bravery 
" and zeal; I beg you will describe to me the position of the ships;" 
which, ^is captain E. explained, she indicated with her pencil upcm a 
leaf of her pocket-book ; and as she gave him her orders to the com- 
mandei* in chief, she presented him with a rouleau of ducats, a beau- 
tifiil little French watch, and, although very young, promoted him 
to the rank of captain. 

It was during this battle that the Swedish monarch behaved vdth 
his accustomed distinguished gallantry. As he was rowing in his 
barge, and giving his orders, in the thickest of the battle, a shot car- 
ried away the hand of the strokesman, and, at this moment, a small 
Russian vessel of war, discovering the king, bore down upon him. 
The brave and generous monarch, seeing the accident which his popr 
bargeman had sustained, and his own personal peril at the same 
time, calmly took out his handkerchief, and bound it over the woimd ; 
then leaped on board one of his gun-boats, and miraculously escaped, 
by that good fortune which never favours little minds, at the instant 
when his barge was boarded by the enemy, the cushions of which 
were preserved in the apartment of captain Elphinstone, in the ma- 
rine barracks, as trophies of war and of humanity. 

A short time after the Swedish fleet had retired, the gallant and 
venerable admiral Creuse, who commanded the Russian fleet, paid 
his respects to his sovereign. Owing to the corpulency of the admi- 
ral, the narrow plank floor of the presence-chamber shook virith his 
weight, which the hero remarked with some little humour, to Cathe- 
rine, when she turned this trivial circumstance into the following 
beautiftil compliment :— " My brave Creuse, wherever you go you 
" make the earth shake under you, and your enemies tremble." As 
we rowed along we passed several national baths, from which the 
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people precipitately issued in a stream of perspiration, and plunged 
into the river. They regard these transitions from extreme heat to 
extreme cold as ccmducive to an invigoration of the frame. As we 
turned up the little Nevka, we saw several beautiful country houses 
and grounds : the chateau of count Narishkin was of this description ; 
it had a centre, surmounted by a vast copper dome painted green, and 
very extensive wings upcm a ground floor ; a .flight of steps led to the 
principal entrance, shaded from the sun by a vast projecting awning 
erf" canvas ; the whole edifice was built of wood, and painted of a light 
yellow. Several elegant yachts and pleasure barges with gay stream- 
ers, floating green-houses and baths, were moored before it ; the 
vfhcle had an Asiatic appearance. A superb pleasure barge with 
twelve rowers, covered with a rich awning from stem to stem, pass- 
ed us, in which was a lady of rank, and a little yellow humpbacked 
fenude ideot, who had the good fortune of being her fiei! The Rus- 
sian nobility, whether from whim, genuine compassion, or supersti- 
ticm, I know not, are uncommonly fond of these little, sickly, shape- 
less, blighted beings: uniting man to monster, and apparently form- 
ed by heaven to mock the proud presuming nature of those whom 
he has made after his own image. The imperial chateau is small, 
has a terrace in front towards the water, and a wood behind; 
as the emperor was here we did not attempt to see the inside of it, 
but I understand most of the rooms are for use and comfort only. 
The empress, who is one of the most amiable and the shyest being 
that ever wore a diadem, hurries with delight from the gaudy tumult 
of a court, to veil herself in the tranquil shades of this sequestered 
place ; and the emperor exhibits the same love of privacy. Is there 
no moral in their choice ? Does it not point to the spot where only 
genuine happiness is to be found ? 

We went on board one of the imperial yachts, a beautiful ves- 
sel, the state-room of which was most elegantly fitted up. Soon after 
leaving Kammenoi Ostrofl*, we passed count StroganofF's gardens, 
which are prettily laid out, and embellished with the customary de- 
corations of hillocks, rustic temples, artificial rocks and waterfalls. 
The count very liberally opens his garden gates on Sunday to the 
public, when the walks are very much crowded, and resemble, but in 
miniature, those of Kensington gardens. Upon our return, we rowed 
against the stream of the Neva a considerable way, and floated down 
with it, for the purpose of enabling our boatmen to take in their oars, 

H h 
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and affbrd us a specimeii of Russian vocal music. They fit* face^ 
each other, and sat very close together, and upon a agnal being given, 
the leader sang a little song alone, which, upon his striking a tambo- 
rine, all the party stedfastly gsudng upon each other, joined in, and, 
althougli thfcir voices at a distance firequently produce an agreeable 
harmony, such was the shrillness on die present occasion, Unt I 
could not hdp thinking the conclusion of the song by fer the best 
part of it. When captdn E. was lymg in his frigate, a few years 
since, oif Palermo, he invited a party, hi which were two Italian 
princesses, to a marine breakfest, during which the latter requested 
to be indulged with a native Russ chorus, the fione of which had 
reached them. The saik>r8, who were assembled round the cal^^ 
light, commenced their national song before their ftdr auditors ex- 
pected it, who, terrified at the screaming sounds which issued from 
the strained throats of these untutored warblers, instantly raised their 
hands to their ears, and implored captain E. to stop his men; bat^ 
convulsed with laughter, and overpowered by the din of the chorus, 
he was obliged to let them make a natural finale. When they had 
stopped, captain Elphinstone said, ** Now, ladies, will you have a 
little more ?" ** Not for the world, my dear captain, not for the world, 
we are quite content," was the universal cry. 

Whilst I was ujwn a visit at the house of my much respected and 
hospitable friend, John Venning, Esq. I used generally to be awaken- 
ed by a cowkeeper, collecting, Orpheus-like, his cows together, by 
a very long pipe, from which he produced some strains by no means 
unpleasing. The dress and attitude of this fellow, with his instru- 
ment in his mouth, resembled very much some of the figures widch 
1 have seen upon Etruscan vases. For two or three days, whilst the 
win<J was northerly, we were much annoyed in the city by a dense 
smoky atmosphere, arising from a large forest, which had been burn- 
ing for several days, about thirty versts fit>m Petersburg : to prev^it 
Ae spreading of this terrible confiagration, two regiments were 
marched to the spot, who, after great exertion, by felling trees, and 
digging trenches, succeeded in impeding its progress. Accidents of 
this kind are attributed to the reacdon of mtense heat from the rock, 
ttpon the dry moss which is frequently found upon it. 
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CHAP. XVII. 



COUS.T CLOCK— WIKTER PALACE, HERMITAGE — PLAYERS AND GOVXRIf- 

MENT CARRIAGES CONVENT DES DEMOISELLES — INSTABILITY OF FOR' 

TUNE — GENEROSITY IN A CHILD — THE FOUNDLING HOSPITAL. 

J[N order to observe engagements with punctuality, it is necessary 
that a traveller's watch should be set by the clock of the winter 
palace^ which is the sun's vice-regent in Petersburg, and is certainly 
more sovereign' than that of the horse-guards in London. I learned 
this piece of important information, as I.proceeded with a party of 
fiiends to the hermitage ; not the matted cell of an anchorite, but 
a magnificent modem palace built by the late empress, and connect- 
-ed by a light elegant gallery with an enormous mass of building, 
called the winter palace, built of brick stuccoedf and consisting of a 
basement floor, a grand and lesser story, supported with Doric 
columns, and adorned with balustrades, and an immense number of 
statues, many of Which are said to be excellent, but as they are asso- 
ciated with the chinmeys, their beauties are not discemable to gazers 
on the ground. This (ule was built by the empress Elizabeth, is 
•-grand from its magnitude, but very heavy: within its walls are 
loany courts, galleries, and passs^es, and staircases without number* 
«In<the MFinter it requires fifteen hundred stoves, or, as the Russians 
call th»m, pitchkas, and the resident English, peeches, to warm it. 

What could induce Catherine to call one of the most costly and 
elegant palaces in Europe by the name of the hermitage I cannot 
.imagine ; not more preposterous ^ would it be to hear Windsor 
castle d^iominated the Nutshell. Its situation on the banks pf the 
Neva is vety beautiful ; the apartments are still magnificent, although 
much of their rich fiimiture has been removed, and are embellished 
.with the Houghton and other choice collections, to which artists 
Lave free access to copy. One room was entirely filled with some of 
the finest productions of Vemet; there is also a great number by 
Tcniers. Upon the same floor with the picture galleries, which, 
with the state-rooms, occupy the second story, is a spacious covered 
^winter garden, filled with orange trees, and foreign singing birds, 
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opening into a summer garden upon the top of the palace, in which 
there is a beaudful long gravelled walk, lined with shrubs and large 
graceful birch-trees, whose roots I should think must have for some 
time threatened to make their way through the ceiling of the draw- 
ing-rooms below. The whole is adorned with statues, elegant garden 
sophas, and temples, and on each side are magnificent galleries. In 
the cabinet of curiosities I was much pleased with a faithful and 
exquisite model of a Russian boor's farm-house, in wax. In the 
music room adjoining to this are some large and admirable pictures, 
by Sneyder, representing fish, fowl, and fruit. In the cabinet of 
jewels there is a rich display of all sorts of jewelry ; and, amongst 
others, under a great glass case, are the celebrated mechanical pea- 
cock, owl, cock, and grasshopper, of the size of life, which was 
made in England, at a vast expense, and presented by Potemkin to 
the late empress. The machinery is damaged : the cock, mounted 
on a tree of gold, no longer crows, nor hoots the owl, nor does the 
peacock spread his tail, at the expiration of the hour, but the grass- 
hopper still skips round to denote the moments. This animal is 
nearly the size of his more animated brethren in Russian Finland, 
which are said to be an inch and a half long. There were also several 
ivory cups, the fruits of the ingenuity of Peter the Great, whose 
versatility was such, that, apparentiy with equal ease, he could bend 
from the founding of cities, leading armies into the field, and fighting 
battles, to building boats, turning wooden spoons and platters, and 
carving in ivory. Raphael's hall, one of the galleries running parallel 
with the garden, is superbly painted and decorated, and has a fine 
collection of minerals : its inlaid floor is uncommonly rich tod ex- 
quisite. 

I searched in vain for sir Joshua Reynolds's celebrated Infant Her- 
cules, purchased by the late empress for the hermitage. Upon en- 
quiry I foimd that it had been removed into a private apartment 
below, and was seldom shown ; the reason assigned was, that the 
Russians have a superstitious horror of death, and that as the sub- 
ject was the strangling of the seipent by the infant god, it was on 
that account unpopular. Upon our return through the rooms, we 
went to the court theatre, connected with tlie hermitage by a gal- 
lery over an arch, which crosses a cut of water from the Neva to the 
Moika canal. The space before the curtain is filled with seats ri^g 
amphitheatrically, and the whole, without being large, is elegant. 
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The performers were rehearsing at the time : afterwards, as we were 
quitting the palace, my curiosity was excited by a number of impe- 
rial coaches, presenting a gradation of qualities ; some were tolerably 
gobd, some shabby, and others very old and crazy, to which muist be 
added a very long vehicle, such as is used in England for conveying 
wild beasts, having four horses abreast, all drawn up before that 
part of the palace where the theatre is situated. Upon the conclusion 
of the rehearsal, the players descended : the tragedians and genteel 
comedians occupied the better carriages, the low comedians the 
more ancient and defective • ones, and the chorus-singers, to the 
amount of about thirty, skipped into the long coach, and were all 
driven to their respective homes. These machines are kept for the 
sole setvice of the players. 

Not far from the hermitage, and upon a line with it, is the magni- 
ficent palace raised by Catherine II, for Gregory Orioff, and after- 
wards allotted, by the late emperor, to the last of the kings of Poland : 
it is bulk of grey Siberian marble, and adorned with columns and pi- 
lasters of the same stone, of brown and reddish colours. The ba- 
lustrades of the balconies, and the frames of the windows, are of 
brass richly gilded. All the splendid furniture and moveable deco- 
rations have been removed, and the whole is now occupied by per- 
sons belonging to the court. 

In consequence of the gracious orders of the empress-dowager to 
that effect, we visited a very interesting institution under her imme- 
diate protection, the Convent des Demoiselles. This imperial semi- 
nary, which has no equal in Europe, contains three hundred and 
seventy-two young ladies of nobility ; and two hundred and forty 
daughters of citizens. There is also another institution under the 
same roof, called that of saint Catherine, in which there are one 
hundred and eighty-eight children, of the inferior orders of nobility. 
The age of admission is six years. The noble young ladies are 
taught German, French, Italian, drawing, music, dancing, geogra- 
phy, embroidery, and every other elegant pursuit. The daughters 
of the bourgeois are instructed in what is useful alone, and can con- 
duce to their making good tradesmen's wives. Their genius, or bias 
of mind, whenever it can be ascertained, is always consulted in their 
pursuits. The building is like a great town ; it was formerly occu- 
pied by the monks of Smolnoi, who have been removed to accom- 
modate much more useftil and lovely members of society. In the 
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centre Is a vast neglected church, surmounted i/^th a dome In the 
xentre of four small cupolas, all of copper gilded. This edifice fcum^ 
a venerable and prominent feature in the city. We were received 
at the grand entrance by some of the officers attached to the esta- 
blishment, in full umferm, a dress which is worn by aU male persons 
belongii^ to impeiial institutions, on account of the government 
being military. We are first conducted to the kitchen, where we 
saw and tasted a sample of the day's dinner, consisting af excellent 
soup, boiled beef, vegetaUes, and pastry. The young ladies are di- 
vided into classes of age, and dbtinguished by brown, blue, and green 
and white dresses. In the first school we were presented to her ex- 
cellency madame Adlerberg, the directress of the convent, who ap- 
peared, decorated with the order of saint Catherine, a lady of great 
beauty, and elegance of deportment ; her mind said character were 
explained by the smiles and looks of affec&n which every where at- 
tended her, as we proceeded through the schools. In the ^k room 
-there were only tbcee patients, who were most tenderly attended by 
the proper nurses ; the name, age, disorder and treatment of the in- 
Talid, is inscribed upon a little tablet £xed over her head to the back 
^of the bed. The ^rmitories were remarkably neat, and even elegant. 
Some of the Kttle girls surprised us, by the excellence to which tiiey 
had attained in drawing. In the Greek church belonging to the con- 
vent we were attended by the priest in his fiill robes, who shewed us a 
magnificent cup of gold studded with jewels, used in devotion, the 
work of the empress dowager. 

The mortality among the children is very inconsiderable ; upcHi an 
average only two die annually out of eight hundred, unless after filling 
up of several vacancies, occurring at the same time, when the 
children admitted from the provinces sometimes bring diseases with 
<them. In the blue class we saw an instance of the mutability of for- 
tune, in a little girl about eleven years of age, the princess S , the 

:grand-daughter of the late king of Poland. In the dispersion of the 
iamily she was left destitute. Her mother, in a frenzy produced by 
the dethronement of her father, threw her son, a child, from a bal- 
cony into the street, and dashed out his brains. This orphan relic of 
an august and most unfortunate family was saved from actual want 
by the humanity and feeling of the princess Biron, with whose 
daughter she is educated in the convent. The young princess Biron, 
in the blue dress of her class, underwent an examination in French 
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and Wtitmg in our presence^ and acquitted herself with mfinite credit. 
Jii the green and white class^ where the eldest young ladies are, we 
wei<e entertained with some very delighted Russ and French airs and 
choruseS) accompanied by the harpdchord. 

In the institution of Saint Catherine, under the direction of ma* 
daxne Bredkoff, an elderly lady of distinguished talents, and sweetness 
o£ disposition) the following little circumstance occurred, which will 
proire that the Russian nund, whatever may have been said of it, is 
susceptible of feeling and genero^y. In this institution, which is 
supported by the empress-dowager, a limited number only of young 
ladies are admitt^, free of expense, by ballot ; but others are receiv- 
ed upon paying, as it is termed, a pension. At the last admission, 
two litde giHs, the eldest not exceeding ten years of age, the daugh- 
ters of a naval captain, who in this country Is noUe, the &ther of a 
large family, presented themselves, and drew, the one a prize, the 
ether a blank. Although so young, they knew that fate had, in this 
manner, resolved upon their separation ; they felt it, and wept. 
. Another young lady, to whom the next chance devolved, drew a prize, 
and observing the distress of the sisters, without holding any commu- 
nication mth their parents, or with any other person, spontaneously 
fan up to the luckless little girl, presented her with the ticket, and 
leading her up to tiie directress, said, ^ See, madam, I have drawn a 
^ prize; but my papa can afford to pay the pension, and I am sure will 
« pay it for me : pray let one who is less fortunate enjoy the good that 
« has happened to me." This charming anecdote was Immediately 
reported to the empress-dowager, who expressed the highest de- 
fight, and paid, out of her own purse, the pension of the little bene- 
fiictress. 

An idea has gone forth, that when the period ariives few the Mr 
pupils to quit the convent for the great theatre of the world, so many 
years of sequestration from it renders them totally ignorant, awkward, 
tnd that they enter society with little less surpiise than that which a 
man bom blind, and suddenly restored to sight, would express on hb 
first contemi^ation of objects. But this remark is completely dis- 
proved by the good-breeding and polished manners which the young 
ladies displayed in the convent ; in addition to which it may be ob- 
served, that every month, or ofrener, they have a public and splendid, 
ball, which is always crowded by people of &shion, their relations or 
friends, with whom, upon tiiese occasions, they have unrestrained in- 
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tercourse. At Easter, and other festivals, by the order of the em? 
press-dowager, they take a ride round the city, to see the diversion 
of sliding down the ice-hills, or the various festivities incid^it to the 
occasion and season. The empre8s-dows^;er takes great pleasure in 
vi^ting this institution ; and whenever she appears, the young people 
crowd round her, to kiss the palm of her hand, as if she were their 
common parent. In other countries there may be institutions upoxi 
the same principle, but not one of the same magnitude ; there the 
sovereign thinks he has discharged a ^lendid duty if he allot a sum 
of money for its support, without seeing to its appropriation, or 
cherbhing the establishment by his presence ; but here the empress- 
dowager, the empress, and other branches of the imperial family, are 
personally and actively assbtant. When madame Bredkoffwas sent 
to Moscow, to organize an institution there, similar to that of St. 
Catherine's, the empress-dows^er, during her absence, took posses^ 
sion of her chair, and discharged all her functions. 

It is with great pleasure I mention another instance of the munifi- 
cence of the dowager empress, in an establishment called the Insti- 
tute of Marie, which is wholly supported out of her private purse, 
and costs one thousand five hundred pounds per annum. In this 
seminary, which is under the able direction of madame Luky, fifty- 
six g^ls are clothed, maintained, and educated in French, German, 
Russ, arithmetic, drawing, and embroidery. In the latter, the young 
pupils have attained to such a high state of perfection, that the state 
dresses of the imperial family are frequently made by them. At 
eighteen, the fair elevea are provided with respectable situations in 
genteel families, or married, when a little dowry is presented to 
them. The qualifications required for the admission of a pupil is, 
not that she should have interest or friends, but that she should be 
destitute ond/riendlesa ! The whole resembled a large, genteel, and 
happy family. When the money of an empire is thus expended, 
it is like the sun drinking up the exhalations of the earth, to return 
it in refreshing showers of dew. 

By tlie same gracious order of the empress-dowager, we were 
admitted to the foundling-hospital, one of the most extensive and 
superb buildings in the residence. In this establishment, six thou- 
sand children, the offspring of shame or misery, are received, and 
protected.^— Sublime idea! but let us examine whether the end of 
this great and benevolent design is answered. The children are 
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'^isunod according to th^ a^ : in the first room were several little 
creatures wito had been left one, two, or three, day 9 before, at the 
efiice of secrecy, where the wretched mother at night, if nature 
will admits with a tremblmg hand rings the bell, resigns her cloM 
to a porter^ roceives a ticket of its number, and in agony re- 
tires. When we entered a large room where the nurses were suck- 
ling the in£mts> the result of our enquiry and observation, in which 
I was much indebted to a very intelligent lady, who was liei self a 
mother, and who accompanied us, was that, although the nurses, 
^ncrally the wives of boors, were examined by surgeons, and bath- 
^ upon their admis^on^ yet many of them displayed the effect of 
inrnndble habit, and were very dirty, notwithstanding tlie greatest 
Tigilance and care to keep them ckan; and, as many of them had 
nursed their own cbBdren seven or eight months before upon 
wretched fore^ tbeir milk was neither rich nor co|hous ; a circum- 
stance which was vkibly po'aved by the meagi^ and unhealthy ap- 
peiffance of the nur^igs. The diHkulty of procuiing an adequate 
number of nurses k great indeed ; and with a, sufficient quantity of 
milk, utterly impossible. Th6 mortality is very great: out of two 
thousand five hundred infants received the preceding year, five iiun- 
•dred perished ! The conclusion is plain. Whilst the principle of 
this infant asylum is unquestionably propitious to libertinism, its 
present constitution and economy are ungenial to population. If 
this establishment were upon a smaller scale^ it might possibly 
.answer ; but, extensive aa it isj it seems to overstep its object by too 
large a stride, and to countenance an opinion, that the cause of hu- 
manity and policy would be m<M*e efficaciously promoted even were 
410 other barriers opposed to infanticide than nature and the laws. 
We repeatedly observed that the boys did not look so healthy as the 
giiis, which may be owing to the nature and hours of their labour 
bebg somewhat greater: indeed, eight hours toil is too much for 
toys of tender years. The gardens are very extensive : we there 
saw a rccreadon which is a great favourite, with the young Russians. 
A broad flat board, about eight feet long, was placed centrically over 
another of the same^size and shape : a girl, about fourteen or fifteen 
years of age, stood at one extremity of the upper board, and at the 
other end two smaller girls, who, by alternately springing up, tossed 
each other to the height of five or six feet, from which they de- 
scended with uncommc» skill and steadiness. A gentleman pf the 

I I 
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party, at the great hazard of his neck, unsuccessfully endeavoured U» 
partake, of the pastime. From the windows of the foundling-^ho^-' 
tal, in a sequestered part of the city, we saw the top of a private ly- 
ing^in-'house, where only the patients and nurses are admitted, and 
the offices of tenderness and humanity are discharged, without cu« 
riosity, enquiry, or development. 

I was very fortunate in being at Petersburg during two great 
causes of national festivity : the name day, as the Russians call it, of 
the empress^owager ; and the nuptials of one of her daughters, the 
grand duchess Maria, a beautiful and amiable princess, about seven* 
teen years of age, to the only son of the reigning (Hince of Saxc' 
Weimar, a young man of twenty. It was the wish of the empress-* 
dowager that these events should be celebrated on the same day. 
This manis^, unlike the severe policy which state ceremony im- 
poses on such occasions in other countries, had been preceded by a 
course of attentions and tenderness for two years preceding, during 
which period the young prince had resided with the empress-dowa- 
ger, who wisely thought with Shakespeare, diat 

* ■ ** Marriage is a matter of more worth 
Than to be dealt in by attorneyship. 
For what is wedlock forced, but a hell. 
An age cf discord, and continual strife? 
Whereas the contrary bringeth forth bliss, 
And is a pattern of celestial peace.** 

On the third of August, N. S. I went with a party of friends to 
the vrinter palace, the vast area before which was covered with car- 
riages; on our arrival we proceeded up the grand marble stair* 
case, through a suite of superb rooms, to an apartment of the foreign 
ministers, who Were splendidly attired. In this room was the lady of 
the British ambassador, who in her dress and person did honour to 
the magnificence and beauty of the British empire. All the rooms 
Were uncommonly crowded with people in full gala dresses, and 
about one o'clock the procession moved from the empress dowager's 
apartment: after a long line of marshals and state officers, vying 
with each other in the splendour of their dresses, appeared the em- 
peror, in a plain suit of regimentals^ leading the empress dowager 
by the hand, the empress, in a superb dress covered with diamonds, 
Walking by his side (the former always takes the precedence of the 
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latter, by an ukase of Paul); then followed the beautiful grand 
duchess, between the young prince of Weimar and the grand duke 
Constantme, in a blaze of jewelry: upon her head was a crown of 
d]amonds,\ipon her shoulders a long robe of crimson velvet lined with 
ermine, the train of which was supported (and the intense heat of 
the weather called for all the support that could be afforded her) by 
several peers of high rank, and in her bosom she wore a most superb 
bouquet of flowers in diamonds ; then followed tlie rest of the im- 
perial &mily, and a train of lords and ladies closed the whole. As 
they passed through the guard-room, which was lined with a detach* 
ment of gigantic guards, it was amusing to see how these colossal 
images curled their stiff whiskers with delight as their emperor 
passed. When the procession entered the Greek church in the 
palace, the priests and choristers commenced an anthem: the 
young couple stood upon a cloth of scarlet fringed with gold, whilst 
two c^Bcers of state held a crown on each of their heads, which part 
of the ceremony is observed towards the commonest Russians ; then 
walked three times before the altar, each holding a lighted taper, 
exchanged rings, and drank three times out of the sacramental cup, 
after which the metropolitan exhorted them : when he had conclud- 
ed, the bride saluted the archbishop and her family, and the proces- 
sion returned. Upon the close of the ceremony a rocket was dis- 
charged from the granite terrace in front of the palace towards the 
Neva, when discharges of cannon announced the happy ti<Bngs to the 
people. About two hours afterwards a splendid banquet, for the 
ifHiole court, was served in the grand marble hall, a room, accord- 
ing to my own stepping, two hundred and fifty feet long, and about 
forty feet high, having arched galleries for the accommodation of 
spectators, at the end and on the side opposite the windows: the 
imperial table was covered with vases of gold, filled with the rarest 
flowers, pyramids of pines, and the finest fruits, elegantly arranged. 
Soon after the nobility were seated at the tables, which were cover- 
ed with every delicacy, the grand master of the ceremonies made a 
buzzing noise, when the greatest silence immediately followed, the 
folding^oors opened, and the impeiial family entered, attended by a 
suite of state officers^ and took their seats ; when the pages in wait- 
ing, richly attired, each having his right hand covered with a napkin, 
served the imperial dinner: a noble band of music played, and seve« 
ral fine airs were sung by a distinguished unger, which, on account 



244 A NORTHERN SUMMER. 

of the vastncss of the room and the/requent roaring of the cannon^ 
were very imperfectly lieard. When the cmperw rose and drank 
felicity to the young couple from a vase of gold^ if my sight erred 
not, a tear bedimmed the eyes of the beauti&l bride. During the 
banquet one of the pages, from excessive agitation^ spik some soup* 
upon her robe, which she returned with a most gracious smile. In 
the hall were several ruraiing footmen who have the privilege of 
wearing at all times and in all places their caps and feathers. With^ 
great diflBculty we reached our carriage^ through rooms crowded 
with cooks, and a great number of sailors in their best dresses^ who^ 
upon this occasion, were assistant scullions. Whilst we were at 
dinner at the hotel, we received a note from our ambassador, in** 
forming us that the emperor had appointed half past six o'ck)ck in 
the evening for our introduction to him, previous to the ball : this 
honour, at such a time and on such an occasion, we were toid, was 
against the usual etiquette of the court, and therefore the more fiat^ 
tering. A short time before the imperial £sunily appeared, the nobi'- 
lity retired from the room where the presentation was to take place; 
the names of our party, amounting to six, of whom four were English, 
were given to the emperor by count Sherametoff, who introduced 
us. Upon the folding doors opening, a procession similar to that in 
the morning commenced: when the emperor approached us the 
whole halted, and the count, calling each by his name, introduced 
us to the emperor, the empress dowager, and the empress, by whom 
we were very graciously received. An Italian nobleman, who was 
presented with us, fell at the feet of the emperor and endeavoured 
to embrace his knees, which the sovereign recoiled from, with a 
look that indicated how little a manly generous mind, like his, could 
be gratihed with such servility. After this ceremony, the procession, 
which we followed, moved to St. George's hall : this magnificent 
apartment, more rich, though not so vast, as Potemlun's hall, is en- 
tirely gilded with various coloured gold, and illuminated by a profu- 
sion of richly gilded lustres: on each side were galleries crowded 
with spectators^ on either ade of the grand entrance were two 
enormous mirrors, rising above some exquisite statues of alabaster ; 
and at the end, raised upon a flight of steps, stood the throne. As 
soon as the imperial family entered, the band struck up ui exquiffite 
polonaise, which is rather a figure promenade than a dance, the 
weather being too hot for such exercise : the emperor led out the 
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l»id«ir«Ad walked tt> the dme of the rnxmc, thei<e«t of the hnpeiial 
fonily and the odirt, ttmomning to about forty coiq>le, followhig tip 
and down the room, forming curves, and various other figures. Thi^ 
reereatkm oontiiiued an hour: a short tim6 before k expiredy I wan 
kitfe^ueed, through the fkvout* of madame B> " » to the chamber 
of the bdde and bridegroom. In front of^the bed, under glass covers^ 
were the bride's jewels, and a service of gold presented to her by 
her august femily, and a golden salver containing a ioaf and salty 
which, according to the Russian custom, is presented by the empress 
dowager to her daughter on the night of her marriage, just before 
she unrobes: it is intended to express her wishes, that as the con- 
nection between parent smd child is dissolved by marriage, she may 
never want the comforts of life. 

The bed was a state one, the robes-de-chambre of the princess 
were placed on a stool on the right hand side^ and\he slippers of the 
prince on the left. Heavens ! thought I, what a strange country this 
is! the postilions ride their horses on the wrong side, and the hus- 
bands sleep on the wrong side; but the remark was no sooner 
made than removed : it does not accord with tlie dignity of the em- 
pire that any prince under Heaven should take the right of a grand 
duchess of Russia. Hymen had touched the tapers with his torch, 
and a band of merry-looking pretty girls, dressed in white, and adorn- 
ed with flowers, were waiting to receive the happy bride, and let 
loose the virgin zone. As I quitted this bower of Eden I longed to 
leave behind me the following beautiful recipe for preserving love: 

**Cool as he wanss, and love will never cool : 
Then drop into the flame a tear or two. 
Which blazing up like oil, will bum him through ; 
Then add sweet looks, soft words, some sighs, no pout. 
And take my wofd the flame will ne'er go out." 

In the evening the city was magnificenUy illuminated: the house 
«f the British embassy shone with unrivalled elegance and splendour. 
As we rode up the Neva, after supper, we were uncommonly grati- 
fied by seeing the whole of the fortress, down to the water's edge, 
illuminated, which presented a spectacle the most brilliant, and 
completely novel, I ever beheld. Our bargemen again regaled us 
with one of their musical yells, the effect of which was encreaaed by 
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the additicm of two tamborines struck at random. In the eyenbgt 
afiter the nuptials, the imperial £smodly went to the opera, when the 
theatre was superbly illuminated, and the court scenes were display- 
ed, which presented the finest specimens of scenic painting I ever 
beheld. When the emperor was about to leave his box, the people 
saluted him with the most enthusiastic applause, with whicfa^ h^ was 
visibly affected. 
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CHAP. xvin. 



A1»T?LE VEAST — DOG-KILLERS — A BARRIER AGAINST SWINDLING— FES- 

TIVITIES OF PETERHOFF — HORN MUSIC A PAVOTTRITE BEAR~-GER< 

MAN THEATRE VISIT TO CRONSTADT PRISON— MILITARY PUNISH- 
MENT — THE INN—- ORANIENBAUM — PLYING MOUNTAINS— THE VALVC 
OF A BLOODY BEARD — FASTS, FAMINE AND FIRMNESS. 

On the sixth of August, O. S. the feast of apples commences, in 
which the common Russians frequently indulge themselves to such 
excess, that death is the consequence of their intemperance. About 
this period the dog-killers, called Foomantshicks, go their rounds 
and destroy every dog they find unprotected by a collar, ccxitaining 
the name of his master. This measiu-e, though apparently cruel, is 
very necessary : some winters past, before this regulation was made, 
a number of fierce and voracious dogs assembled together in the 
gloomy ground which surrounds the admiralty, and at night have 
been known to attack and devour passengers. 

As my time for quitting Petersburg drew nigh, I sent my first 
advertisement, describing my name, age, and profession, to the im- 
perial gazette office, in which it was necessary to appear three times 
before I could obtain my post-horse oixler, without which it is impose 
sible to stir. The object of this ceremony is to prevent persons going 
away in debt, by giving timely notice to their creditors, and may be 
accomplished in ten days ; or if a traveller is in g^eat haste to de- 
part, upon two householders of respectability undertaking, at the pro- 
per office, to pay all the debts he may owe, he may immediately depart. 
A foreigner may stay one month after the expiration of the first com- 
plete notice : if he exceed that period, he must advertise again. Im- 
mediately after tlie nuptials the court removed to PeterhofiF, a coun- 
try palace, about thirty versts from the residence, situate on the 
shores of Cronstadt gulf, built by Le Blonde, where a magnificent 
ball and illumination, in honour of the nuptials, took place ; at which 
nearly all the population of Petersburg were present. 

As we proceeded in a line of carriages, extending several miles, 
drawn by four horses a4)reast and two before them, we passed a 
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small but memorable public house, on the road side, about dght 
versts from Petersburg, called the Krasnoi Kabac ; the first word 
meaning red, and the latter, as before related, a public house. It was 
at this house that the late empress halted, when she was advancing 
against her husband, and slept for a short time upon the cloaks of her 
x)fficers in one of the little rooms. Here, asdsted by her then confi- 
dential and enthusiastic friend, the princess DashkofiT, she consumed 
a great number of letters. We also passed the holy trinity hermi- 
ti^ of saint Sergius, a small monastery surrounded by quadrangu- 
lar cloisters, having a churdi and diree chapels. There is nothing in 
the building worthy of inducing a traveller to quit his carriage. A 
littk £sLrther o& we saw the palace of Strelna, a vast building of brick 
stuccoed, built upon piazzas, and surrounded with indulating woods 
and pleasure-grouD(^ belonging to the grand duke Constantine, die 
heir presumptive to the throne. 

Upon our arrivad we found the rooms, which were fitted up in a 
style of andait splendour, and richly illuminated, filled with persons 
oisJl ranks and conditicms in their best dresses, resembling a crowded 
masquerade, in which much c^ the costume of the empire was dis- 
played. I was principally struck with the wives of the bearded mer^ 
chants, who were rouged, and wore a head-dress of muslin, resem- 
bling a sugar-loaf, entirely encrusted with large pearls, with which 
thdr gowns were trimmed and their stomachers covered. 

The illuminations were beyond any thing magnificent ; in front of 
the palace rolled a cascade of water, over various coloured lamps, 
which had a very novel efiect, into a great pond, which appeared to 
be in a blaze of light, from the ddes and centre of which groups of 
statues threw columns of water to a great height; a canal, more than 
a mile long, lined with side lights of various cdoured lamps, a 
glory at the end, and the imperial yachts illuminated in every part 
of their hull, masts, and rigging, staitiooed at a distance at sea, form- 
ed a brilliant and glowing coufi d*cnl. Every avenue, and every part 
-of these extensive gardens, were in a blaze. In a recess was a large 
tree of copper, and flowers of the same metal, painted to resemble 
nature, which tiirew water from every leaf, and produced a very 
pretty effect. In another part of the gardens we heard the celebrated 
horn music. Each performer can only produce one tone from his in- 
strument, c(msequently the skill and attention requisite to play upon 
it in concert must be great At a little dbtance tlie efiect was very 
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dmrming* A certain u^forttmate close of ndaerablea will hear with 
surprise that the horn music b a necessary appendage to the cere- 
mony of nnfitiaU of the least respectability. 

In Russia, marriages are generally effected through the agency of 
a third person. During the childhood of their daughter, the parents 
fix upon a husband for her, a mutual female friend is sent to the gen- 
tleman with the proposals: if they are accepted, he presents the fair 
negodatrix with a pelisse, according to custom. Many of the lower 
Russians married, as they frequently are, against their inclinations, 
make no scruple in taking their wives to such a scene of festivity as 
the one I have just described, and letting them out to prostitution for 
hire. 

In a comer of the grand saloon, iii the centre of the palace, I saw 
the Georgian court, composed of the prince of Georgia, and two 
princesses of his house, and their retinue. The prince was obliged 
to cede his country, a province of Asia, formerly belonging to Persia 
Bnd Turkey, to the Russian empire, from which he receives a pen- 
foxm, I saw no traces whatever of Circassian beauty in the princesses : 
one was old, fat, and plain, and the other pale, hollow-eyed, and lean: 
the prince had a very handsome and noble appearance. 

In (me of the rooms are four celebrated pictures of Hackert, paint- 
ed by order of count Alexey Orloff, celebrating the victory over the 
Turldsh fleet commanded by the Capudan Pasha, the merit of which 
the count unjustly assumed to himself, as I have before observed. 
Upon the painter observing that he had never seen a ship on flre^ 
OrlofP ordered a Russian seventy-four to be cleared and burnt, to 
enable him to execute the subject with more fidelity. 
• After the imperial family, glittering with jewels, and resembling 
a stream of brilliant light, had walked several polonaises, in wiich the 
empress was attended by a little dwarf in a Turkish dress, they 
mounted their laneekas, open garden carriages, resembling Irish 
jaunting-cars, and visited the gardens ; afte^ which they sat down to 
a superb select supper under an awning, upon the top of one of the 
wings of the palace, at which I had the honour of being present. 
The guests were attended by about two hundred servants in full im- 
perial liveries. At five o'clock we returned to Petersburg, much gra- 
tified. The houses and gardens that line the Peterhoff road are very 

beautiful. 

K K 
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Being somewhat ^dgaed, I was glad to devote a great pvt a£tiie 
day to s.ecp. In the evening I went to the German theatre, at the 
back of Lanskoi's palace, now the masquenide moms: it was a Teqr 
gloomy place, and was feebly iiliuninated by a smaU curcidtir lustre 
desceuGing from the roof} and a strange transparent dock \Bk the 
centi'e of the cornice over the stage. The canopy of the imperiti 
box was covered with black dark green plumes* and bad a very bm/^ 
real appcai*ance. The play was Fizarroi or, as it waa calkdt /^etfa'f 
Tod, Wlien the old blind soldier enters, and during the time of his 
continuing on the stage, the sound of the distant battle was heai?4 
wliich had ^n excellent effect. In all the close adherencea to natui^ 
in scenic dettdl, so auxiliary to grand effect, the theatres upon thr 
continent beat us hollow. The greatest tragedian of the present ftge 
(I need not mention the name of Kemble) has, in his visits to thr 
different parts of Europe, forcibly fek the truth of this remarks wd 
is making rapid advances to correct the deficiency at home* 

The next morning early, a party of us carried intD execution » 
plan which we had long projected, a visit to Cronstadt ; haviiig pre- 
viously furnished ourselves with letters of introduction to 9ome re9^ 
pectable inhabitants of the island. The day proved very beauti6ll» 
and, after p<issing several country-houses, before one of which was a 
rustic seat in the shape of a mushroom, about eleven o'clock we qm^ 
ted our carriages at a little English inn, in the village where the pt- 
lace of Oranienbaum, or Orange-Tree, is situated, about thirty-five 
versts from Petersburg, and proceeded to the canal opposite the pa- 
lace, where we lured an eight-oared barge, for which w^ p^d eig^ 
rubles, and put off to the island, seven or eight miles from shop^ 
Upon the sides of the canal men were bathing, aiui youi^ women 
wasiiing : the water of the gulf was as fresh as that of th^ Nev^ 
We were stopped at the merchant's mole, at Cronstadt,. wh^re a lt9t 
of our names was demanded by a young officer, who g^v^ us a gre«t 
deal of trouble, which induced a young German, of the pwty, who be- 
gan to be a little impatient, to jump up and excliumi ^ Vat de devii ! 
f« duB dat little Russ man take us all for acrew9 ?** he mefuat 9/»$€9. 
It was at this spot, I was afterwards informed, that Peter lU, in the 
ebullition of that revolution which, in a fow days afterwavds> elevi^led 
bis empress, Catherine II, to the sole possession of the thron0) i^ 
consigued him to an untimely tomb, presented himself Ux a. ymjst 
filled 'wi\h terrified womeii, himself more terrified than they ; and at 
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the instfoic^ of the brate and venera^ble general Mtiaich, who vrm 
dIbo oh boaitit demmided admission into Cmnstadt, ^hieh, had the un- 
hsq^py prtnce aecuredy he might have speed^y turned the tide of af* 
fairs. "Who are youf" cried the centinel: ** I am your emperor."-— 
** We have no emperor ; if ycm do not pot about, we wiH blow your 
*< vessel oQt of the water," was the rc^y ^— >' Le^ with me on shore,*' 
caied the brave and loyal Oudovitch ; " they will not fire upon you." 
The weaks iiTes<^te sovereign refused, returned to Oranienbaum, 
and was soon a&erwi^s dethroned and murdere^. At length we 
were permitted to land. Cnmstadt, which is said to be oae of the 
most healthy spots in Russia, derived its nanb from Peter tl^ great, 
and means Crown Town, or the crown oi the new city, and is seven 
irersts in length. Its popuktien^ iftcluding a yearly aver^;^ of fo- 
reigners, is sixty thousand souls. On the southern side of it is a lil<- 
tic isluid called Cronalot. Ships drawing more than eight feet water 
Are ob%ed to^lischarge their cargpoes at Cronstadt, which are seal 
npm lighters to Petersburg. 

The town is one verst longyand well drained, by the indefatigable 
ingenuity of commodore Greig, and has several churches, amongst 
which is an EngUsh one : there are also a custom-house and several 
other public buildings. After having, EngUsli-like, ordered a good 
dinner at an inn, whose appearance little accorded with the excellent 
entertainment which it afforded, we presented our letters, and a very 
intelligent gentleman attended us over the town. In the dry-dock% 
which afe very spacious, and faced with granite, we saw several fine 
ships, particularly one which the Russians pireferred, built by an En- 
glishman. In the streets we met several groups of convicts, return- 
ing from the public-works to their prisons, wretchedly clad, and hea?- 
vily ironed ; many of whom had iron collars with long handles roimd 
their necks : th*e. allowance of these unfortunate wretches is black 
bread and water, and half a copec a day. In their hours of relaxation 
they make boxes, and other little matters of utility, the sale of which 
alleviates their extreme poverty. 

At night I slept at a private house, the servant of which was a very 
intelligent little deformed Greek : his head and body were of the or- 
dinary size, his legs and thighs not higher than those of an infant^ 
which made him look like a man running upon casters. This dwarf 
was a living monument of pride triumphing over drunkenness, as one 
poison frequently expels another : being frequently seen in liquor. 
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the sailors and iiihsd)itants used to tarn him into ridicule, which he 
felt, and reformed* This house, like every other in Rusda, was truly 
hospitable, and was guarded by some ferocious dogs, of whom the 
Russians stand in terrible fear. 

The next morning we visited the moles of the men-of-war and of 
the merchant vessels, which, as well as the canals, are &ced with 
granite, and are formed after a plan which we saw, of Peter the great 
Amongst the ships of war was one, the largest I ever beheld, jnerced 
for an hundred and forty guns, exceeding in size every other ship m 
the Russian navy : its m^piitude, and a strain which it received in 
launching, prevents it from bdhg fit for service. So unwieldy is it, 
that it takes an hour in going about. 

A little way out of the town we saw a prison for criminals, than 
which nothing could be more loathsome and shocking. It was an 
oblong square of wooden houses built upon piles, and surrounded 
with a high wall of wood, and appeared unfit for the reception of die 
most despised animal. As we passed over a plain, we observed that, 
for a great way, it was covered with rods, which, upon our servant 
enquiring of some soldiers who were collecting them, it ai^)eared 
had been used in the morning by a regiment upon a military offend- 
er, who had been sentenced to run the gaimtlet, when each man hol^ 
one of these terrible instruments, composed of five birch sticks, about 
three feet long, and a quarter of an inch thick, and steeped in salt 
brine. 

We returned to Oranienbaum and saw the palace and gardens. 
The former was built by prince Menchikoff, in 1727, for his own 
residence, after whose fiJl it came to the crown. It is raised upon 
terraces, and is composed of a small central building of two stories^ 
and two very extensive wings, connected by colonnades: these wii^ 
are covered with a treillage, and form a beautiful walk in the sum- 
mer : the apartments are very neat and comfortable, one room is 
lined with thin taffeta satin of pale lilac and white, plaited and form- 
ed into pannels ; the roof is covered in the same way, and had a 
beautiful effect. At the end of the wings are two towers, one a 
Greek church, and the other a museum of china. The unfortunate 
Peter III built a Lutheran chapel here, where he and his Holstein 
soldiers used to pray, instead of gomg to the Greek church ; this in- 
^scretion furnished a terrible weapon against him in the hands of the 
late empress. 
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In the gaidens we saw the celebrated flying mountains, a vast §bMc 
of three lessening acclivities of wood, resting upon brick arche% 
commencing from the terrace of a lofty and spacious pavilion, and 
sloping to the ground ; from the top to the bottom of tMs singidar 
structure are parallel grooves, in which triumphal cars running upon 
casters are placed: when the person who partakes of the diversion 
is ready, the car is released, and descends with a velocity which cai^ 
lies it over the hills in succession. This imperial plaything is sur- 
rounded with an open colonnade, more than half a mile in circumfe- 
rence, upon the terrace of which there is room for some thousands 
of spectators. The whole is now neglected and running to decay : 
it reminded me of some lines in Cowper : 

<< Great princes have great playthings : some have play'd 
" At heaving mountains into men, and some 
" At building human wonders mountains high." 

At this sport count Orloff encreased the love which the empress bore 
him, by saving her life : her car had by some accident sprung out of 
the groove, and was descending with uncommon velocity, when the 
count, whose strength was Herculean, stopped it in its career, and in 
so doing broke his arm, for which one of the bandages applied was 
the blue riband. 

In another part of the gardens, deep embosomed in wood, we were 
shewn to a little redred palace, consisting of a suite of rooms upon a 
ground floor, built by the late empress, the taste and elegance of 
which surpassed every thing of the kind I ever beheld. One apart- 
ment was lined with small paintings of female heads, in pannels, re- 
presenting, in the most exquisite manner, the progress of love> from 
hope to ecstacy. Mi the statues, pictures, and decorations, were cal* 
culated to kindle and cherish the noble and generous flame. 

As the camps for thirty thousand men were formed in the neigh- 
bourhood for the annual reviews, we found it difficult to obtain l^eds ; 
our servants, who in the esdmadon of inn-keepers, have no higher 
pretensions to their notice than their pigs and poultry, were left to 
shift for themselves upon the floor. On our return to the capital we 
proceeded to the encampment, to be present at the first manoeuvres, 
bat which had been countermanded early in the morning ; here a 
•cene took place, which, as it develops a little of the low Russian 
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dttMlcj^rf { iBQ^y h^ pena^tted Co relaU^: l^mk, the GoaGhmasr of « 
dttHcvt bNibffiiewg u>4jpye partfy a Hvost gmve aod rever^Bd4oolui^ 
fmrsQiuigi^ adiN»ed witl^ a bieard of extraordiaary mag^atiide and 
he$m!^j betlome offended mth ^omethia^ tbat had b^n said bf two 
t»rTBnt8ytheoiiea<^ripa&, the oth^ a Pole, named Da;<rid and Ro*- 
niiiriu, who vere scandiagbebiDd the f<M*eme6t coach, m which I was 
with some other frieedst Ivan, who had diuipiayad a degree <^ su&i- 
Bess earij^m the morning, tery uBu$iud wkh tihe Ruasiansf retsorted 
tiseir banter by oid^EVOuring %o drive the ^ofe of his cania^e ag^anst 
H&e legs of the servants, whd, incefi96d at his conduct, jumped down 
and endeavoured to seize Ivan, who thrashed them heartily from Ms 
coach4x)x: at last the Pole, who natun^ly abhors a Russian, succeeded 
in dragging Mm from his seat, curled his hand round in his hair, 
tripped up his heels, and laid poor ivan f!at, and in this posture ad- 
ministered a sound flagellation upon the back of the ch«*rioteer with 
his own whip, exclaiming at the same time, " I will let him know 
^ th&t I am a Pole.** If we may trace efiepts to remote causes it 
Would -not be oniuir to c<M)jeetiare that the ablation or rather de-> 
tiiiioiiement of kmg Stanislaus Poniatofsky rendered some of the 
IdIoIvs a little more Severe than ordinary. When the punishment was 
0¥er, and Ivan was once more upon liis legs, it appeared that in his 
descent to the earth, he had cut his nose slightly against a stone, and 
was bleeding tolerably freely. Ivan knew the value <^ this accident, 
and took grea goo • re o u. and every crimson drop, and letting 
it spread and thicken upon bif^ beard, raised a most hideous yell, and 
rtm and preferred his complaint to a picquet guard (^cossacks of the 
Don, who placed us all' under miiitary arrest, and dispatched a comr 
rade to their cokmel, with an account of what had happened within 
the lines } the answer returned was, that he would not interfere, and 
that if any injury had been received it might be redressed at the 
first town. Ivan, who, by the by, was a clever fellow, during 
the aibsence of the cossack had prostrated himself on the ground, and 
inrutated tolerably well the agonies of a dying man : as soon as he was 
told what the rejrfy was, and finding that we were driving off with- 
out him, throwing aside the terrors of death, he in a moment vault- 
ed into his box, and never drove wr looked betteu, until we entered 
the town of Pfeterhoff, wldch was crowded on account of the court 
being at the palace, when he set up the most frightful yell, tore his 
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liidr^ ilis^iqred his hkn^ baard^ amd caU0(feQ]KVir the fnftoa tofikeis 
4xx seize ^Aiimd do him jaabcc* Iii&shoH::tk)lie^9vore8ilnpiioA- 
ed with crowds p the poliee QffiQei%«QeiBg iPO' ivcicaJEitgiibh^heaffl 
the accuser, but shewed no disposition to detdin us, so we proposed 
adjonmiitg to the garden of the palace, and Jnone of itSi t^ctosses to 
partake of the cold collation which we had brougnt iirith \is. Asf wc 
quitted the carriage, our coachman whispered something to Ivan, 
who, with an arcii look, told our valet, if we would give lum twenty- 
five rubles, he would settle the business amicably : this we refused 
upon two grounds; first, that he merited what had happened ; and 
next, admitting he deserved any compensation, it was too exorbitant 
to demand twenty-five rubles for a bloody nose, when we learnt at 
Cronstadt, that twenty-three had only been paid for the loss (^ an 
eye. 

We went quietly to dinner in a delightful spot, well shaded from 
the sun : whilst we were enjoying our repast, a little ragged boy sp^ 
proached us, to whom we offered some meat, but although he look- 
ed half famished we could not prevail upon him to touch it, as it was 
a fast. In one of the walks we met a lady of rank flcttended by a fe- 
male dwarf, supremely ugly and deformed, and dressed like a shep- 
herdess on her nuptial day. Whilst we were regaling ourselves 
Ivan was making the best use of his time with the guards and 
police officers, apd upon our resuming our seats and endeavouring 
to proceed, the barrier was dropped, and bayonets presented towards 
our horses : we tlien all alighted, and attended by a great throng of 
guards and police officers, proceeded to the apartments of the deputy 
grand police master, whpm we found in his chamber in his shirt, 
fiddling before a saint who was suspended in the comer: this gentle- 
man addressed us in German, to which one of the party, to whom it 
was his native tongue, replied, during which Ivan cUsplayed his 
blood to great advantage, but was ignorant of what was passing. In 
the course of the conversation, the magistrate observed, " that the 
<* coachman deserved to be thrashed ; and that, had we beaten him 
*< to a jelly ^ so that blood had not followed, all would have been well ; 
^ but," after a long pause, very good-humouredly sdd, " that we 
" should no longer be detained," and accordingly ordered the guards 
to let us pass. Nothing could exceed tlie chagrin of poor Ivan when 
he heard the fate of his application : — » no non-suited plaintiff ever 
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threw his &ce into more burlesque distortions. Upon the road he 
stopped at every kabac for a drop of sorrow's medicine^ which if 
Ivan had apostrophized, he would have exclaimed : 

** Oh thou invisible ipirit of brantfy 1 if thou hast no name to be known hy, let 
«^ a call thee Angel." 
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CHAP. XIX. 



KISIHG OF THE NEVA — ACADEMY OF SCIENCES — THE REVIEW — CADET 
CORPS — PELISSES — COUNTHY PALACE OF ZARSKO ZELO — ANOTHER BUST 
OF THE BRITISH DEMOSTHENES MISPLACED CANINE TUMULI — IMPE- 
RIAL PLEASANTRY — GATCHINA — PAUVOLOFFSKY — ANNIVERSARY OF ▲ 
FAVOURITE SAINTS-MORE DWARFS. 

A SHORT time before I left Petersburg, the inhabitants were ap- 
prehensive of a terrible inundation of the Neva, in consequence of 
the wind blowing very fresh at south-south-west, which forces the 
waters of the gulf of Finland against the river, and prevents the 
stream from finding its level. The guns of the admiralty fired, and 
in the ei^ning four lights were raised upon its church spire, the 
usual warning upon such occasicms to the people, to take care of 
themselves and their property ; and a general consternation spread 
through the city. About eight o'clock at night a part of the Galeem- 
hoff was five feet under water, and the bridges of pontoons rose to a 
considend)le height, so that the planks which connected them with 
the shores presented on each side a formidable acclivity, which car- 
riages of every description surmounted by the uncommon skill and 
energy of the drivers and horses : their mode of reaching these al- 
most perpendicular ascents was effected by lashing the horses, at a 
considerable distance, into a ftiU gallop, and by a great number of 
police officers and soldiers, who always attend at the bridges on these 
occasions-to prevent accidents, running behind and propelling the 
carriage, or saving it ftx>m being dashed to pieces, by its not being 
able to turn the summit. Luckily the wind, the Neva, and the public 
apprehensions, subsided together, without any damage being done. 

The change enabled our party to visit the academy of sciences, a 
noble building, situated on the north side of the Neva, 'in Vassilli- 
Ostroff. After passing through the library, whose damp walls were 
feebly lighted from above, and where there is nothing but some Tar- 
tarian manuscripts worthy of detaining the attention of a traveller, 
we entered the museum of natural curiosities, in which the principal 
objects were various parts of the human frame, foetuses, miscarriages, 

Li 
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and births, from the first impregnation to perfect birth, monsters 
human and animal, and a variety of most odious and disgusting e$ 
C£teraaj in pickle. The skin of the Heyduc, or favourite servant of 
Peter the Great, is here, stretched upon a wooden imagje of his size, 
which shews that the man must have been six feet and a half high, 
and that nature had furnished him with a skin nearly as thick and 
impenetrable as that of the rhinoceros's hide. In the gallery above 
was a La{^)oiiia]i dog-sUdge; the hiybilqpftente of a Sibenaa magi- 
dan, or gipsey, prkidpotty composed of a great mwaber of iron 
rings and drops, placed upcm a wooden statue ; several presents^ 
from the undaunted and enterprising captain Cockj and a variety of 
stuf&d birds an^ animals. In the room of Peter the Great was a wax 
ig^e of his height, which was above six feet, resembling him in 
form and face, and dressed m one of his Ml suits : ill an ac^iniitg 
cupboard were his hat, pierced with a bullet at Pultcrwa, breeches 
that wanted repair, and stockings that required darning. In another 
room were his turning machines, with which he used to relax him^ 
adf ; cupboards fiUed with brazen dishes of his embosdng, and 
spoons and platters of his turtung: m short, all the curiosity which 
Uie merest trifles of great genius generally exdte, is, in t^iis m- 
stance, destroyed by their abundance. M every public gard^ or 
Wilding, there is a profuse display of his dooths, arms, or culinaay 
utensils i if a twentieth part of them were burnt, the remainder would 
be more worthy of notice. How singular is it, tiiat cofeemporary 
genius never excites our attention, nor awakens our feeikigs, so 
forcibly as that which is departed ! In contemplating a great man, 
the mind's eye reverses the biws of vision, by magnifying the object 
in proportion as it recedes from it. Upon the basement story is a 
very curious mechanical writingKiesk, by Roentei^*^!, a G^omum, of 
Neuwied, presented to the academy by Catherine, who gave twenty- 
five thousand rubles for it. Upon touching a spring, a variety of 
drawers fly out, a writing-desk expands, and boxes for letters and 
papers rise. A part of the machinery may be set so, that if any per* 
son were to attempt to toBch any of the private recesses appropriated 
for money, or confidential papers, he would be surprised by a beauti- 
ful tune, which would give d«e notice to the owner. We were toW 
tiiat, in the academy are to be seen moon-stones, or blocks of native 
kon, which, it is conjectured by the learned, must have been cast 
from the voic^o of some planet. They were not shewn to us : bu# 
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Hweiial of tJicBe phenomeiia are to be met with in different parts of 
Russia. It aeems hostile to the laws of grantatumy that a single atom 
' 4ihoi|ld be aMe to swvire from its planet. 

Adjoining die academf is a pavilion containing the G^ttorp globe, 
eleven feet ki diameter from pole to pole: the concavity is marked 
'With the stars and constellations^ and is capable of holding several 
pessonB : as some ladies of our party ventured in, upon the exiiibitor 
tuming the g^obe cm its axis, we wens more sensibly impressed witk 
the idea of the moticm of tiie heavenly bodies. 

In the evening, after the opera, a party t>f us set off to the camp, 
and passed the night in oar carriage^ in order to be present at the re- 
view, wUch commenoed the next day at eight o'clock. After getting 
« comfortable breali:£»t in a Cossac hut, we proceeded to the ground. 
The manoBuvres contmeneed in a village about three imles off, 
where a sharp cannonii^ng toc^ place. The conten&g anmed, 
consisting of about fifte^ thousand men each^ the one headed by thjb 

empearoCf and the o^er by general , began to move towards 

each other in a vast vsdley, and halted within half a mile of each 
4)tiker> when a tremendous discharge of artillery took place, and firing 
iof difibrent parties was kept up all the time^ at distances of five and 
jsiia^intiea. Here the maittsuvres of that day concluded, and we re* 
iiiiiisdiK>me to a late (Snner. 

It vms now the second of Septeaiber, N« & and the summer began 
tft g^e ti^ens of rapid decfine : the lamps but fied>ly supplied that 
%ht which, not even many days before, gave to the evening the cha- 
ffttetierof amild nudnky. t 

We were much graitified in visitingyby an eiepress appt^ntmoit, a 
narsery of fiitnre heroes, called the seeond Imperial cadet corps, m 
-wlndi seven hundred children are educated and maintained, as gen- 
Unnen, for the profession of arms, at the expense of the country. 
The governor, a nobleman of high rank, and several of the officers 
attached to the institution, attended us through the progressive 
schools^ Every child follows his own refiglous persuasion, for which 
^purpose diere are a Lutheran and a Greek church under the same 
roof: tiie latter is singularly elegant. The dormitories, as well as 
every other part of the estabfishmeilt, were remarkably clean and 
handsome, the pupils having separate beds. In the store-rooms each 
boy*s change of linen and deaths were very neatly folded up, and his 
Aama marked upon a tablet over them. At one of the doors we saw 
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some of these soldiers in miniatQre relieve guard. In the schools dsee 
taught mathematics, gunnery, mapiung, French, German, and Ruft^ 
sian ; fencing and dancing, and every other sdence and acoompliahf' 
m^it which Can complete the soldier and the gentleman. We were 
{>resent at their dinner, which is served at half past twelve o'clock. 
The dining-»hall is two hundred feet long, hy fiorty broad* Eveoy 
table held twenty 4wo boys, for each of whom a soup and meal plate, 
a silver fork, knife, and napkin, and a large slice of wholesome 
country bread, were laid; and at each end were two large silver 
goblets filled with excellent quas: they have four substantial dishes 
three times a-week, and three on the other days. All the boys, after 
marching in regular order from the respective schools, appeared at 
the several doors of the dining-hall, headed by their captains: npaa 
the roll of the drum, they marched in slow time to their respective 
t^les, form three companies of two hundred each (the fiudleeroom* 
pany, composed of the sons of the soldiers, did not dine till after- 
wards); at the second roll they halted, feced, and sat down : all^dr 
dishes appeared to be excellent: their uniform was bottle-green, 
foced with red. Great attention appeared to have been paid to thdr 
manners, by the decorum and urbanky which was displayed at thmr 
tables. The kitchens for soup, boiling, and roasting, were remarka- 
bly neat, although we saw them just after dumec had been aerved^p. 
There are several other cadet corps upon the same princely esti^^lish* 
ment, and create in the mind of a stranger a high idea of the wealth 
loid patriotic spirit of the empire. 

A foreigner should not quit Petersburg without seeing the cabinet 
of jewels and fiirs, contained in a superb builcHng in the grand per- 
spective : here the clocks, gikled and br^nse oniaments of d» 
palace of St. Michael, are depodted, all of wMch are very magnii- 
cent; there are also massy balustrades - and tables of solid silver. 
Amongst the jewellery I was much pleased with several beautifiil 
watches, upon the backs of which were little figures, some in the 
act of angling and drawing up little fish; others cocking meat, 
pumping, and rocking cradles; in others little cascades of glass 
were set in motion. There was a profusion of magnificent 4iam«v> 
snuff-boxes, stars, &c. for imperial presents. 

In the apartments below was the museum of furs, where we saw 
several pelisses made of tiny dorsal slips of the black fox, valued 
each at ten thousand pounds. This animal, a native of Sibeiiai is so 
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nopd wA m small) that one of these pefisses cannot be made ki less 
tiisn ten years^ and they are then paid to the emperor in lieu of 
nsoBey^ as tributes, from different proykices. These are generally 
presented upon some great national occasion to crowned heads. 
There are also fine collections of saUes and other furs, many of 
which are annu^y so4d. 

As I have mentioned these tributes, it may be proper here to Ob- 
verve, that the imperial^ revenues chiefly arise from the pdl tax, the 
crown and church lands, .the duties on export and import, profits of 
the mint, the excise upon salt, the sale of ^irituous liquors, post- 
offices and posting. The pro^et(»*s of houses, as well natives as fo- 
leignerst pay m lieu of all other taxes, and in discharge from the 
odious burthen of maintaining s6kiiers, to which they -wtve formerly 
liable^ a duty of one half per cent, ad vakmem^ upon theiiouse^ and a 
fpround«rent which varies according to local advantages, for > every 
square fiathom. 

Of co«irse, I did not leave the capital withont teeing Zarsko*zelo, 
the most magnificoit of the country palaces, abiMuQiAventy-ftiiiP versts 
from Petersburg. The entrance to it is through a forest, under a lofty 
arch of artificial rock^ surmounted vrith a Chinese watch tower ; after 
which we passed a Chinese town, wher^ the enormous imperial 
pile^ consisting of three stories, one thoneandtwo hundred feet long, 
€f>aied upon us. It was built by Catherine ,1, embdlished and bar- 
barously g^by Elizabeth, and gveatly beautifidd opd modernized by 
the late empress; Amongst the numerous rooms iUtc^ up in the 
style of ancient magnifioenne, was tbe amber-room, zpff^ apartment, 
entirely lined with pieeesofthat'valuaMe fossil bitumoi, presented by 
Frederic WiUkm I tp Peter the Great, but not put up till the reign 
.:of Elizabeth J One of the places of amber expressed in nide charac- 
ters, by its veins, the yea^ ih which it was. presented. ; ' 

The apartments which CatJierine has fitted up and embeiltshed 
^splay the highsai:. taste and profusion of expense ;^ the floor of one 
of these rooms was inlaid with inother-of^pearl, representing a variety 
of flowers and elegantfigures^ but I was most pleased with her two 
cdebrated chambers df^itire^ glass, which in novelty and beauty ex- 
ceed aU desciiptikm. The sides and ciclingsof thete rooms were 
formed of pieces of thick glass, about a foot Square, of a cream and 
pale blue colour, connected by fine frames of brass richly gilded. In 
the centre, up<»i steps of glass, rose a divan, above which was a vast 
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Burrar, and on each side were deader pilkn of lig1it'bluegpin%llMt 
supported an elegant canoi^. Behind the nlirror was a lich stale 
bed. Even the doors, sophas, and <iuurs, were of cokmredglassy ek- 
gantly shaped, and very light. 

From the rooms we entered a yastterrate under acdoDDade, and 
proceeded to the baths, which are lasting mkHMimeats of the taste of 
fiir, Cameron, the imperial architect They contain a suite of su- 
perb rooms, ime of which is endrely coratposed of the richest agates 
and porphyry; in this saloon were two pieces in mosaic, the most 
iMilliant and beaudfnl I ever beheld. Hearths baths is a vast terrace 
upon widies, with a central covered gaUery of great extent, oi^>able 
at all times of affording either a cool or a ahekeced promenade. 
Upon this terrace avea great number of fine busts of distingruiahed 
men v amongst others was la copy of that of Mr. Fox, in bronze, 
placed on the left of Qcen>. As I contemplated the head of the 
British orator, I secretly protested s^;ainst his situadoo^ and was en- 
^Aeaivourmg to gvce Mm the riglUi when a ternfied attendant and his 
companion ran iipulft^.me, and prevented me feom performittg this 
act of justice. ' ^ 

In the gardens^ wlucfe are cxtenavely and very tastefully kdd out 
by the late and present Mr«.Bush, Esther and son, to whom, the care 
of these gardens and hot^hoases have been successively committedi 
we sow the hersmtage, ki the first floor of which the late empress, 
and a select party of her fiends, used to dine withovit attoidants, for 
wiiichcpurpoae she had a table constmoted of iliost eompiicated ma^ 
, dunery, at a,gneat expense, through whaDh>thB cowrt deaottided and 
.it)se by means of a great' eentral tRq^itdNory asdid ^e {dates through 
flinders. The party was by thii means 'iaippfied with every dcil- 
caoy, without* being s^en or heard. * The machinery below filled a 
large room, and at first made methiidi i vras lindsr the stage of ^ 
theatre : diis was another of Catherme*s play <4hiilgs« As we. moved 
through the grounds, we were struck with a rosond column rfdsed to 
Feodor Orloff for the conquest oi the Morea; a maibie obelisk to 
Romantzoff, for his victories near Kagid ; a marble pillar, on a pedes- 
tal of gfimte, to Orioff TchesminskiA; sshI the Palkkfian bridge, 
formed in Sibeiia, and erected here over a branich of tiie lake : it is 
fdmilar to that at lord Pembroke's. In a retired part is an Egyptian 
pyramid, behind which are several tombs, erected by the late »n- 
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pr^%$ to tiuB meiBAOry of her fitvouHte dogs : amodgst these I copied 
the ftdlowii^y the eompoMticm of Catherine. 

Cigit 

Duchesse, 

la fiddle ecnnpagne 

de 

Sir Tom. Anderson. 

EUe le suivit en Russe 

Tan 1776, 

Aim6 et respects 

par sa Bombreuse post^rit^, 

elle d6c6da en 1782, ag^e de 15 ans, 

kissant 115 descendans, 

tant levriers que levrettes. 

There is a small superb palace, ynthm about two hundred yards oi^ 
Zftrsko«zelo, built by the late empress for her grandson Alexander. 
Some of the rooms are of marble, and very magnificent. At Zarsko- 
:qelo there are no inns, but the hospitality of Mr. Btish, the En^h 
gardener, prevents thb inconvenience from bedng fielt by any 
foreigner, who is respectably introduced to him. In consequence of 
a letter from our ambassador, we were very handsomely received and 
entertained by Mr. Bush, in whose house, in the life^me of his fa- 
ther, the fbUowing whimsical circimtstance occurred. When Joseph 
II, emperor of Germany, to whom every appearance of show was 
disgusting, expressed his intention of visiting Catherine II, she of- 
fered him apartments in her palace, which he declined. Her majesty, 
well-knowing his dislike to parade, had Mr. Bush's house fitted up 
as an inn, with the sign of a Catherine-whecly below which appeared, 
in German characters, *' The Falkenstein arms," tiie name which 
the emperor assumed. His majesty knew nothing of the ingenious 
and attentive deception, till after he had quitted Russia. A number 
of very laughable occurences took place. When the emperor once 
went from Vienna to Moscow, he preceded the royal carriages to 
order the horses, as an avant^ourier^ in order to avoid the obnoxious 
pomp and ceremony which an acknowledgment of hb rank would 
have awakened. 
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From Zarsko-zek) we set off for a town near the palace of Gat- 
china, about eighteen versts from the former, where we arrived about 
eleven at night ; although so near an imperial readence, three of us 
were obliged at the inn to sleep upon straw, there being only one 
sopha vacant: however, the palace and g^ardens compensated this 
little inconvenience. The former was raised by Gregory Orloff, 
and, on his death, purchased by the late empress. The rooms were 
superb, amongst which were two of a crescent shape, richly furnish- 
ed and ornamented ; and a chamber, the sopha, bed, canopy, cieling,. 
and sides of which were formed of white calico, whilst over the lat- 
ter, projecting a little, was stretched a broad net-work of the same 
stuff, with roses in the centre of each division : the effect was unique 
and very beautiful. The gardens were romantic and elegant. In a 
small lake were a great number of beautiful gondolas and pleasure- 
boats ; and on a large space of water, a frigate of twenty-two guns, 
originally built to afford Paul, when a youth, some little notion of a 
tnan of war. With a fair wind it is capable of sailing about one hun- 
dred yards. It is kept in good order for the purpose of forming an 
agreeable object, and on festive occasions is illuminated. 

Fropi Gatchina we proceeded to Pauvoloffsky, another imperial 
chateau, built by Paul, in 1780, and which, with Gatchina, form the 
principal country residences of the empress dowager, and the 
younger branches of the imperial family, who were there at the time 
of our visit. Such a crowded court I never beheld j every window 
seemed to be filled with faces, and every avenue with officers of the 
household, servants and cooks; it was like a groat bee-hive. We 
took only an hasty glance at the state-rooms, which were fitted up in 
a style of gorgeous magnificence. The pannels of one of the apart- 
ments contained excellent copies of some of the exquisite India 
views of messieurs Daniels. In the dowager empress's cabinet was 
a most elegant writing table, the top of which was lined on each ade 
with Chinese roses, blowing, in vases sunk to a level with the surface. 

On the eleventh of September the court, and all the people of 
Petersburg capable of walking, attend in great pomp the celebration 
of the anniversary of thei*' tutelar spirit, saint Alexander Nevsky. 
After performing their devotion at the kazan, the court, in grand 
procession, in their state carriages, proceeded to the gate of the mo- 
nastery (wljich I have before desci ibed), where they were received 
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by the metropolitan and all the bishops in their full pontificals, adorn- 
ed with pearls and diamonds, and by the monks and choristers, who 
preceded the Imperial family, chaimting hymns, upon a raised plat- 
form, covered with scarlet cloth, to the chiuxh, where the effect pro- 
duced by their entrance was very sublime. They then proceeded to 
the silver shrine of the saint, which, after several prayers and hymns, 
as I was informed, they kissed ; for the crowd was so great, that I 
could not see the whole of the ceremony ; after which they returned 
and partook of some refreshments at the house of the archbishop. 
As soon as they had retired, some thousands of people flocked to the 
shrine of saint Alexander, and to another of the virgin adjoining, to 
touch them with their lips. 

As the empress dowager passed, the musheeks or common boors 
said to one another, « There goes our good mother." All the male 
Russians, of equal degree in rank, address each other by the name of 
brat, or brother: which is also used by any one speaking to his in- 
ferior. The emperor calls his subjects brats. A friend of mine 
heard Paul one day say to a bearded workman, " My brother.^ take 
" care ; the ice is too thin to bear you." When the low address their 
superiors they say, batushka moia, " my father." Very near the 
monastery is the glass manufactory, where the vast mirrors, for 
which Russia is so celebrated, are rolled. The establishment re- 
sembles a little town : almost all the artists are Russians, and in their 
various departments displayed great taste and ingenuity. 

From this place we visited the hotel of the prince Usupoff, a very 
noble edifice, but, like all the great houses of the nobility, presented 
a scene of uncommon neglect and dirt in the front and court yard} 
for example, several of the broken windows of the basement story 
were filled with hay, and in the yard lay offal-meat, bones, shells, 
and horde-dung, here and there half concealed by grass growing 
above the stones. The prince has a fine gallery of plantings and 
statues, which he has collected at a vast expense in Italy : most of 
the subjects are in the highest degree voluptuous. Over one paint- 
mg the prince has extended a curtain : how little does he know of 
human nature, if he wishes to pay homage to modesty by exciting 
curiosity : I will venture to say there was more indecorum and peril 
in tlie curtain than in the picture. In the library, which is very ex- 
cellent, we were attended by a frightful bilious dwarf, about forty 
years of age , a Polish laquais took him by his little shrivelled hand, 

M M 



266 A NORTHERN SUMMER. 

vad patdng him on the head, observed to us, that he had been in a 
small island in the Mediterranean, which swarmed with dwarfsf 
many of whom he solemnly declared were not taller than cata act ufion 
their hinder lega ! ! /, In the lan^age of count Aranza, 



-«» That's a lie." 



A few days before I left the city I applied, through a friend of 
mine, to the polatch or executioner, to purchase of him a knout, to 
bring with me to England : upon going to his house, which seemed 
to be a very comfortable one, he was from home, but his wife took 
up one of the thongs, and in a very gentle and tender manner began 
explaining the theory and practice of this instrument of torture^ in 
the course of which she observed, that it was made, not of the skin 
of a wild ass, as has been asserted, for, excepting a small breed of 
that animal in Sibena, not one is to be found in any other part of the 
empire, but of ox's hide soaked in milk and diied, and that her hua- 
band was so expert, that he could cut a piece of flesh from the back 
of exactly its size. These functionaries of justice are held in such 
abhorrenqe, that although this very executioner offered to give four 
thousand rubles as a dowry with his daughter to a common droshka 
driver, she was rejected with scorn. The merciless empress Eliza- 
beth enjoyed the reputation of having abolished the punishment of 
death: she little deserved the homage which was paid to her: the 
fact was, knowing how hateful the appearance of death is to the Rus- 
sians, she ordered a capital culprit to be knouted to such a degree, 
that he was only enabled to reach his prison alive, when his lacerated 
frame was thrown upon a bed of boards, and lefit to gangrene and 
mortify for want of medical application : such was the boasted hu- 
manity of Elizabeth ! To the superstitious dread of seeing a corpse, 
which marks the Russian character, let me add an unconquerable 
aversion to receiving any thing bsb, present which has a sharp point: 
a gentleman presented a young Russ lady with an elegit female 
pocket-book, in which there was a row of needles; with some con- 
cern she took from her purse a little silver piece, and gave it to the 
donor as the fiurchase money, 

A number of interesting objects still remained to be seen, but my 
time, and an alteration in my intention of visiting Italy, made it ne- 
cessary to bid adieu to a city, which I shall never reflect upon but 
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with admiraticHi, nor upon those of its inhabitants, to whom I had the 
honour of being known^ without respect and esteem. 

In the decline of the summer, (for I now speak of it as departed 
from these regions) the weather was very variable ; a fiercely sultry 
day was succeeded by a very chilly cHie ; within thirty hours, fix)m 
being scarcely able to endure my dressing-gown, I was glad to place 
myself before (a wonder in RuB»a) a blazing fire in an English stove ; 
but the atmospheric fhictuations are certainly not so great as in our 
own climate, and this circumstance might, perhaps, have induced a 
Russ servant, who had just returned from England, to say, upon 
being asked whether he was soon feuniliaiized with our country, 
** I understood quick all tings dere, but de climate, dat I could no 
** understand." The harvest in the provinces near the capital, which 
Is generally got in by the tenth of August, N. S. had been housed 
for more than a month, black clouds frequently obscured the sun, 
the winds began to blow loud and bleak, the leaves were rapidly fall- 
ing, and each succeeding day grew visibly shorter: these were suf- 
ficient warnings for birds of passage to wing their way to milder re- 
g^ions. As some very agreeable countrymen and travellers were set- 
ting off for Berlin, I had the good fortune of being invitefl to join the 
party : to their barouche I added a Swedish carriage, requiring only 
one horse, to assist in the general conveyance. As this little car- 
riage excited uncommon delight and wonder in some countries 
through which we passed, and lost all its popularity in another, as 
will be hereafter told ; and moreover as I grew attached to it in pro- 
portion as I saw its merits, and beheld them at one time acknow- 
ledged, at another derided, I must be indulged in describing it. A 
small body of railing with a seat for two persons, a head of canvas, 
and a well for luggage, mounted upon two wheels about three feet 
high, and a shaft for one horse, composed the whole of this redoubt- 
ed vehicle. In Russia, every traveller is obliged to purchase a tra- 
velling carriaget unless he is disposed to hazard a general dislocation 
in a kibitlm. 
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CHAP. XX. 



tHAve VETt«SBUftG-*THE LXTTLB 6WEDS— ADVSlTTirReS AT ST&ELVA 
-— KARVA — BEARS — BEDS— DORPT — TEUTONIC KNIGHTS AND WHIMSI- 
CAL REVENGE — WHIPPING OF BOORS — BROTHERS-IN-LAW-— CO URLAN9. 
—POLES — MBMEL — SEVERITY OP PRUSSIAN DRILLING* 

It is a great object in quitting a great city, where you have strong 
ties to detain you, resolutely to set off on the appointed day for the 
commencement of one's journey, be the hour what it may, and even 
if you can proceed no farther than one post. After a delay of four 
hours, occasioned by the stupidity of the post*master, at eight o'clock 
in the evening of the nineteeth of September, N. S. the servants of 
our hospitable friends, Messrs. Venning, who had been some time 
previously employed in filling every crack and comer of the car- 
riages with bottles of port, claret, and all sorts of provisions, announc- 
ed that every thing was ready. As we all assembled in the court- 
yard, my old companion Mishka,to the fujl stretch of her chain, stood 
on her hinder legs, and seemed, in her rude way, for her voice was 
not the most musical, to regret my departure, but upon my giving 
her some sugar, I foimd it an error of vanity, for she instantly ran 
into her house to enjoy it, and, as in the moment of repletion neither 
Bruins nor Englishmen, nor perhaps any other being, like to be dis- 
turbed, I did not say with the song— 

" Give me^thy paw, my bonny bonny bear," 

. but l^ft her, to shake hands with those from whom we had received 
the most polite and kind attentions. My friend captain Elphinstone 
insisted upon riding to the bridge with me, in the little Sioede^ as he 
called it, where we parted with mutual and genuine regret. 

The moon shone very bright. The little Russ driver, who sat on 
the shaft, unfortunately for my ears and the temperature of my mind, 
proved to be a great singer : his shrill pipe never ceased till we 
reached Strelna, the first stage, where we proposed sleeping. 

As soon as we drove up to the door of a handsome inn, which' 
owed its architectural consequence to the proximity of the grand 
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duke Constantine's country palace, the host told our servant, a Ger- 
man, he had no room for us ; upcm which a voice from the top of 
the bannisters, with stentorian energy, exclaimed in Russ, "By G — d 
** there is room ; the gentlemen shall be accommodated, or by to- 
** morrow evening the grand duke Constantiae shall blow you all to 
<< the devil/' The translation of this extraordinary exclamation we 
received afterwards 5 upon which a Russ officer, a little flushed with 
the Tuscan grape, came down to us, and began, according to the 
custom of the continent, to kiss us all round. When we had sub- 
mitted to this detestable ceremony, he led, or rather drove us up 
stairs ; lavishing upon the master of the inn all the opprobrious epi- 
thets he could collect, in bad French ; ordered a handsome supper, 
and all sorts of wines ; pressed us by the hands, swore the English 
were the finest fellows in the world, and again repeated his loving 
kindness by another salutation : when one of the party recoiling a 
little from the violence of his friendship, he turned round, shrugged 
up his shoulders, and in a most significant manner exclaimed, "My 
« G — d, he does not kiss like a man 1" After making a hearty sup- 
per, we ordered our bill, but the officer swore he would murder our 
host if he presented any, and ordered him out of the room, declaring 
that we were his own guests, which he followed by screaming 
several Russ songs ; after which we begged to know the name of 
this strange creature, and presented him with a piece of paper and 
a pencil ; but after many ineffectual efforts, we plainly saw « that 
«« his education had stopped before he had learnt to read or write." 
Finding that we could get no beds, we ordered horses, travelled all 
night upon good roads, and arrived early the next morning to break- 
fest at Koskowa. All the post-houses beyond Strelna are kept by 
Germans ; for each horse we paid two copecs per verst. This part 
of Ingria formerly belonged to the Swedes. The female peasantry 
wear a flat bonnet of red silk and gold lace, large ear-rings, a vest 
without sleeves, and cloth round their legs : women, before their 
marriage, wear their hair plsdted, and hanging down : the males are 
simply clad in sheep's skins, with the wool inside. 

I would recommend every traveller to sleep at Jamburg, one stage 
before Narva. At the former, the post-master told us he had no 
horses ; but th^ magic of a silver ruble discovered six, quietiy eating 
iheir hay in the stable, which speedily brought us over a wooden 
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foad to Narva^ at nine o'clock in the evening, to a vtiy comfortable 
inii. Here tiie Russ character began to subside ; most of the boors 
speak German. 

In the morning we were much gratified with contemplating a towiv 
which the romantic herobm of Charles XII of Sweden has for ever 
rendered cel^>rated. We passed over the ground where, on the 30th 
of November, 1700, Charles routed one hundred thousand Musco- 
vites with eight thousand Swedes. History says, that upon tJtvb first 
£acharge of the enemy's shot, a ball stightly grazed the king's left 
shoulder ; of this he at the time took no nodce ; soon after his horse 
was killed, and a second had his head carried away by a cannon-ball. 
As he was nimbly mounting the third, ." These fellows," says he, 
^ make me exercis^." His sag^acity and humanity were conspicuoiis 
m the disposal of hb prisoners, who were five times his numbers : 
after they had laid down their arms, the king returned them their 
colours, and presented their officers with their swords, marched them 
across the river, and sent them home. I have heard of the humane 
pdicy of a Bridsh general, who finding, after a battle, that lus pri- 
soners greatly exceeded his own troops in numbers, and not posses- 
sing the local facilities that favoured the Swedish conqueror, to pre- 
vent any ill consequences from a situation so embarrassing, he made 
every prisoner swallow a copious quantity of jalap, and then ordered 
the waistband of his breeches to be cut : by this aperient and harm- 
iess p^cy, he placed four men under the irresistible control of one. 

The waterfalls are about an English mile from the town. At a 
distance, the trees, wliich hang over the valley through which the 
waters roll, were enveloped in mist. I should suppose these falls 
to be about three hundred feet wide, and their descent about se- 
venteen. The weather at this tifne was delightful, resembling some 
of our finest days in May. In the evening we went to a play, per- 
Ibrmed by a strolling company of Germans : the hero of the piece 
was a young English merchant, decorated with a polar star on his 
left breast ; and another of the dramacis fieraona was a drunken lady. 

We left Narva at seven tlie next morning, and entered the province" 
of Livonia. The roads were excellent, and the country beautifuf^ 
our horses small, plump, and strong ; and above we were serenaded 
by larks singing in a cloudless sky. Our drivers wore hats covered 
vith oil-skin, and woollen gloves ; and the German pipe began to 
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smoke. The Httle Swede exdted the wonder and admiradonDf eveiy 
Livonian boor, who had never before beheld such a vehicle* In the 
evening things began to assume a less pleasing aspect : as ive ap- 
proached the lake Piepus,the roads became very sandy, and the coun- 
try dreary. At the post-house at Kleinpringem, we saw the ddns 
of several bears hanging up to dry, and conversed with a party tji 
hunters, who were going in pursuit of that animal, with which, jts 
well as with wolves, the woods on each side abound. Here let laoe 
recommend every traveller to take an additional number of horses to 
his carriage, otherwise he will experience the inconvenience which 
attended us before we reached Rennapvmgen, the next stage. To 
the little Swede we put two horses, to the barouche six. ; all lean, 
miserable animals, wretchedly tackled, and in this trim we started at 
nine o'clock in the evemng, and, axletree-deep in sand, we ploughed 
our way, at the rate of two English miles ioi hour : at last our poor 
jaded cattle, panting and almost breathless, after several prece<&g 
pauses, made a decisive stand in the depth of a dark forest, the si- 
lence of which was only intemipted by the distant howling of bears. 
Our drivers, after screaming in a very shrill tone, as we were after- 
wards informed, to keep these aniinals off, dropped their heads ttposb 
the necks of their horses, and very composedly went to sleep : a 
comfortable situation for a set of impatient flnglishmen i Findng 
that the horses of the Utile Swede began to prick their ears after three 
quarters of an hour's stoppage, I and my companion awoke our pos^ 
tilion, and ordered him to proceed, that we might send fresh horses. 
for the other carriage. To our surprise v/e jogged on tolerably welV 
i«ached Rennapungen in about four hours, and dispatched fresHi 
horses for our friends, who rejoined us at five o'clock in the morning* 
When I entered the inn at tliis place, two Russian counts, andtli^ 
4uite, occupied all the beds ; so I mounted an old spinnet, and with 
a portmanteau for a pillow, and fatigue for opiate, went to sleep, unial 
the travellers, who started very early^ were gone, when I got into a 
bed, which the body of a count of the empire had just warmed. This 
•circumstance reminded me of the answer of a chan^r-maid, at an 
inn at Exeter, who, upoa my requesting to have a comfortable bed, 
observed, " Indeed, Sir, you cannot have a better one than the one 
« I have secured for you ;" and, by way of recommendation, addecl^ 

** Lord B , who arrived from Lisbon about ten days since, ^ed 

*< in it two nights ago." 
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The following day we passed through a country which, no doixbt^ 
Was a perfect Paradise in the estimation of the race of Bruins ; to 
whom I left its unenvied enjoyment, to sit down to a comfortable din- 
ner at Nona], the next sts^e, having abundantly replenished our stock 
of provisicms at Narva. After skirting a small portion of the Piepus 
lake, a vast space of water, eighty versts broad, and one hundred and 
sixty long, we arrived at Dorpt, which stands upon a small river that 
communicates with the lake. The town is extensive, has several good 
streets and handsome houses, and is celebrated for its university, m 
which there are twenty -four professors, and one hundred and forty 
students, one-third of whom are noble. Upon the summit of a hiU 
that commands the town are the remains of a vast and ancient abbey, 
which was founded by the knights of the Teutonic order, new pwi- 
paring for the reception of the university library : the palace of the 
grand master occupied tlie spot where the fortifications are building. 
The Teutonic order was established in the twelfth century, and de- 
clined in the fifteentli. In a crusade against Saladin, for the recovery 
of the Holy Land, a great number of German volunteers accompa* 
nied the emperor Barbarossa ; upon whose death his followers, who 
had distinguished themselves on that spot where, several centuries af- 
terwards, it was destined that Sir Sidney Smith, with unexampled 
heroism, should plant the British standard before Acre, elected fresh 
leaders, imder whom they performed such feats of valour, that Hen- 
ry, king of Jerusalem, the Patriarch, and other princes, instituted an 
order of knighthood in their fiivour,and were ultimately placed under 
the protection of the virgin Mary : in honour of whom they raised 
several magnificent structures at Mari^iborg, or the city of the Vir- 
gin Mary, near Dantzig. Afterwards growing rich, they elected.a 
grand master, who was invested with sovereign prerogatives : by the 
bulls that were granted in their favour, they were represented as pro- 
fessing temperance and continence ; virtues which, no doubt, were 
religiously observed by aoldiera^ and trccvelled men of gallantry. 

The prison of Dorpt, in which a number of unfortunate creatures 
are immured, is a subterranean vault, damp, dark, narrow, and preg- 
nant with disease and misery. To be confined in it is, in general^ 
something worse than being sent to tlie scaffold; for a lingering 
death is the usual fate of the wretch upon whom its gates are closed. 
Hanway, in the name of justice and humanity, denounced this dun- 
.geon: to the present emperor some recent representations have been^ 
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made upon the subject ; they will not be made in vain to one who, 
gloriously reversing the ordinary habits of beneficence, listens with 
more fixed attention to the sounds of misery, in proportion as they are 
distant snd/eeble. 

If a pebble be thrown into a standing pool, it will disturb its even 
surface ftx>m the centre to the extremities ; but if a Stone be cast into 
the ocean, it creates but a momentary interruption, unfek by the suc- 
ceeding wave : thus will a petty occurrence agitate the tranquillity 
of a small community, which would produce no sensation upon ex- 
panded and active society. A trifle, not quite as light as air, a few 
days before our arrival, had rudely and unexpectedly shattered -the 
peace and harmony which once reigned in the academic bowers of 
Dorpt Professors were drawn out in battle array, and vengeance 
assumed the mask of learning. 

- Two professors' ladies had had a violent dispute at cards, and un- 
fortunately they lived oppodte to each other: one of them, upon a 
Bunny day, when all things look clear and bright, ordered her maid, 
a phimp, brawny, Livonian girl, whilst her opponent's husband, a 
^rave and reverend gentleman, was looking out of his window, as a 
mark of scorn and c(»itempt, to^tum her back towards him in her 
chamber, and exhibit le derrihre de «a peraorme^ 9am voile. It was a 
Livcmian thought : the social condition of die country, the rash infir- 
mity of human nature, the summary projects of pique, all plead for 
the urbanity of the lady, who only in this solitary instance forgot 
the dignity of her ntuadon. Ail Dorpt was at first convulsed with 
laughter, save the parties concerned, and tiieir immediate friends. 
The most erudite civilians were sent fi»*; and after long and saga- 
cious consultations, a bill was filed against the mistress and her maid, 
to which regular answers were put in, most aWy drawn up. Nothing 
^lort of penance and excommunication were expected. No doubt, 
this most important suit has been long since determined ; and much 
do I regret, that ignorance of the decree prevents me from finishing 
the fragment of this curious event. Upon turning the comer of a 
street, we beheld a sight at once shocking and humiliating to the 
pride of man; a vast pile of ^mUs and bones of the terrific and am- 
bitious knights of the Teutonic order. In breaking up some ceme- 
teries, for erecting the foundation of a new university, these wretph- 
ed remains were removed, that once formed the plum^ and glitter- 

ing warrior, who, 

N K 
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-wkb his beaver on* 



His cuishes on his thighs, gallantly ann'd^ 
Robe from the g^uod like feathered Mercury ; 
And vaulted with such ease into his seat. 
As if an angel dropt down from the clouds.** 

'the atadents at the tmiversity accm dcsurous of retaining in their 
dress some traces of tiie martial founders of the town, by wearing 
great military box^ and spurS) a comnnon coat, and a leather helmet 
wiih an ircm creat: a coslmme less appropriate could not easfly have 
been imag^ed. The peasant women of this province are very or- 
dinary, and wear huge pewter breast-buckles upon their neck hand- 
kerehieis. 

^ At Uttcm, the first stage, we found the governor of the province 
had ordered all the post-horses for himself and suite, and was expect- 
ed every hour to return from a singular species of service. It appear- 
ed that an ukase had been passed condderably ameliorating the con- 
dstion of the Livonian peasants, but the nature of it having been mis- 
taken by three or four villages in the neighbourhood <rf the poet- 
bouse, they revolted. Two companies of in&ntry were marched 
agunst them, and after flogging half a doaai bf the principal &r- 
mura^ tranquility was restored, and we met the soldiers returning. 
Thia spirit of disaffiDction detained us at this post-house all nig^t, for 
want of horses. 

At night a Russian, apparently of rank, of a pow6iful and majes- 
tic figure, and elegant manners, arrived: after a very agreeable con- 
versation atbreak&st, he departed early in the morning fi>r Moscow, 
to which city he gave us a con^ invitation: the stranger proved to 

be count P Z— ^ who took the lead in the g^ooiny catastrophe 

which occurred m the palace of Saint Michael. 
. bi aH ^e post-houses is a tablet, framed and glazed^ called the 
taxe, on which is printed the settled price of provisions, horses, and 
carriages. Travelling still continued cheap, at the rate of ten-pence 
English for eight horses for an £ng^^ mile ; biit it was painful to 
see tl^ emaciated state of these poor aninials. The roads still con- 
tinued dreadfony sMidy ; we were seldom able to go above three 
verts an hour. The little Swede, who overturned us very harmlessly 
in the sand, a Utile beifore we reached WoUemar, where we dined, 
still preserved her populanty ; and, as modest simplicity frequency 
triumpl^ over presummg splendour, she diverted aU the attention of 
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the natives from her shewy and handsome companion, ^ome En- 
glish travelers, who fc^lowed and at length overtook us, became ac- 
quainted with all om* movements from the impression which the 
moving wonder had excited. The post-^rivers in Livonia, Coorland, 
and throughout Germimy, are called by every person Schwagers, of 
brothers4n-law. In the last stage to Riga we overtook a long Kne of 
fittle carts, about as high as a wheel-barrwv, filled with hay or poul- 
try, attended by peasants dressed in great slouched hats and blue 
jackets^ going to market : the subuibs are very extensive. The town 
is fortified, and is a place of great an^quity ; it is remarkable only for 
one thing, that there is nothing in it worthy of observation. The ne- 
cessity of setting the washerwoman to work detained us here two 
days. 

It is necessary at tttts ^ace to fcdce a fresh cc»n: accordingly we 
went to a money-changer's shop, of which there are ^veral, where 
the mstfi of money sat behind his counter, upon which were rouleaus 
of vtirious corns, with whom we settled the matter, premising that 
one ducat was worth three rubles and sixty copecs, in the following 
manner: 

Four ortens, or Courland guldens, make one feinfer, 

Sixteen feinfers one mai*C, 

Forty marcs one ferdinger, 

Eighty ferdingers one rix dollar, ' 

Two rix ddlars and twelve ferdingers ohe diicat. 

As we qiutted the last gate at Riga, where we underwent a tedious 
examination of passports, we crossed the Duna, a river which pene- 
trates a great way into Poland, and supplies all these parts with the 
natural treasure of that country; part of the bridge, which is built of 
fir, floats upon the water, and part rests upon sand in the shallows ; 
the whole is level and very long. A peasant driving by us with 
improper velocity, an officer ordered him to stop, and flogged him 
with a large thick whip. 

The country to Mittau, which is twenty*eight miles from Riga, 
is very luxuriant and gratifying. As this road is much travelled, we 
bargdoied with a man, who let out horses at Riga, to furnish us with 
^x, which were excellent, and two skilfiil drivers, to carry us tiiVough- 
eut to Memel. Although this part of ancient Poland, and the pro; 
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vince of Livoiua) constitute the granaiy of the north, we frequently 
found the bread intolerable; it seemed as if to two pomds of rye, 
one pound of sand had been added. We reached Mittau, the ci^utal 
of Courland) in the evening; the first object that announced the 
town was the vast, inelegant, neglected palace of the late sovereigns 
of Courland, built of brick, stuccoed white, standing upon a blei^ 
eminence, ungraced by a single shrub or tree. A great part of thin 
ponderous pile was some years since burned down ; a Dvuh offijctr 
obtained a contract for rebuilding it; and having got drunk every 
day upon the profits of his coarse and clumsy ignoraiK:e, died, leaving 
behind him the whole of the southern side of this building as his ap^ 
propriate monument. Courland has been for some years incorpo- 
rated with Russia, a junction which was managed by force and 
finesse. The late empress insidiously excited a dispute between the 
Courlanders and Livonians, respecting a canal which was to trans- 
port the merchandize of Courland into Livonia; at which the Cour- 
landers revolted, and sought the protection of Catherine : upon wl^ch 
she sent for the reigning duke, to consult with him at P^^rsburg; 
scarcely had he passed the bridge of Mittau before the nobility held 
a meeting, and determined to put the country under the care of Ca- 
therine. At this assembly some disputes arose, and swords were 
drawn, but the presence of the Russian general, Pahlen, instantly de- 
cided the matter: the poor duke heard of the revolution at Peters- 
burg. Mittau is a long, strs^gling, ill-built town, and most wretch- 
edly paved. On the evening of our arrival there was a great fsoTj 
and at night, about a mile fix>m the town, some excellent fire-works 
took place, which to enable them more distinctly to see, two old la- 
dies, who stood next to me on the bridge, brought out their iaruhorw^ 
At several of the inns we saw people regaling themselves with beer 
'soup, a great dsdnty in this country and in many parts of Germany; 
it is composed of beer, yolks of eg^gs, wheat and sugar, U^led toge- 
ther. We departed from Mittau the next morning, and passed 
through tlie most enchanting forest scenery, composed of pines, as- 
pins, oak, nut-trees, and larch ; at some distance we saw a wolf cross 
the road. Upon quitting the luxuriant fields, and rich and cheerfiU 
peasantry, of the ci-devant duchy of Courland, a number of wooden 
cottages with high sloping roofs, and rows of crosses, about fiftera 
feet high, with large wooden crucifixes afiixed to them, raised on the 
road side, and peasants with fur caps and short pelisses, announced 
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that we'were in that part <rf P^riand whjph fell to the Rusiiiaiis in the 
Jast partitfeofi ; a mere slip of land, not broader than ten English miles. 
As we did not penetrate into that interesluig country, I had not a per- 
sonal opportunity of ascertaining whether the Poles, now that the 
first shock of separation and national exdncti<m is over, are more 
happy than they were before their finjj dismemberment. However, 
-I was assured by a very intelligent friend, who had recently returned 
from a tour through the heart of Pc^and, that the condidon of the 
people, most unjustifiable as the means employed were, is consider- 
ably ameliorated: an assurance which may the more readily be be- 
lieved, when it is considered that, as a nation, their constitudon was 
radically mischievous, and that their political atmosphere was never 
free from storm and convulsion. It has been said, that the great 
pauiot, and last defiender of Poland, has declared, since her &te has 
been deckled, that it was better for his country to be thus severed, 
and placed under the various protecdons of other powerful govern- 
ments, than to remain an eternal prey to all the horrors of an elecdve 
mionarchy, baronial tyranny, and intestine dissension. At Polangen, 
celebrated for the amber found in its neighbourhood, we reached the 
barrier of the Russian empire ; a Cossac of the Don, who stood at a 
circular sentry-box, by the side of a stand of perpendicular spears, 
let slip the chain, the bar arose, and we dropped into a deep road of 
neutral sand^ and at the distance of idxnit an English mile and a half 
stopped to contemplate two old weather-beaten posts of demarkadon, 
surmounted with the eagles of Prussia and Russia, badly painted, 
where, after we had, m mirth, indulged ourselves in standing at the 
same time in both countries, we placed oui "selves under the vnng of 
the Prussian eagle, and arrived to a late dinner at Memel. 

Here we found an excellent inn. To our landlady one of the gen- 
tleman said, ^ I vdsh to change some money, and should like to 
" speak to your husband." " If you do, you had better go to the 
" church-yard," said his relict, who was herself apparently dying of 
a dropsy. Memel is a large commercial town, lying on the shores 
of the Baltic, most wretchedly paved, and for ever covered with 
mud ; yet the ladies figured away in nankeen shoes and silk stocks 
ings, and displayed many a well-turned angle. In the citadel, which 
commands an agreeable view of the tovm, we saw the prisons, which 
apx>eared to be very wretched. The men, and shocking to tell, the 
women also, were secured by irons &stened between the knee and 
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ealf of either leg. Upon my remonstrating ^vith the gabler, who 
spoke a little English, against the unnecessary cruelty, wad even in» 
decency, of treating lus female prisoners in this manner, he morosely 
observed, ^ that he had more to apprehend from the woqnien than 
^ the men; that the former were at the bottom of all mischief, and 
« therefore ought to be ever more guarded against.'* 

We waited at Memel two days, m hourly expectation of the wind 
changing, that we might proceed to Koningberg by water, instead 
of wading over a tract of mountainous sand, eighty Eng^h miles 
long, and not more than three m breadth in its bmadest part, cajled 
the Curiche Haff, that runs' up wkhin half a mile c^ Memel, and 
divides the Baltic from an immense space of water which iiows 
within one stage of Koningberg. During Uiis period, I every day 
attended the parade and drills, and was shocked at the inhuman blowa 
which, upon every petty occasion, assailed the backs of thie soldiers, 
^ot from a light supple cane, but a heavy stick, making every blow 
resound. My blood boiled in my veins, to see a litde deformed ban*- 
tarn officer, covered with, almost extinguished by, a huge cocked 
hat, inflicting these disgraceful strokes, that, savagely as they were 
administered, cut deeper into the ^irit than the flesh, upon a portly 
respectable soldier, fbr some trivial mistake. I saw no such severity 
in Russia, where some of the finest troops in the world may be seen. 
I observed, not only here but in other parts of Prussia, that every 
soldier is provided with a sword. The river, which runs up to the 
town from the Baltic, was crowded with vessels; the market-boata 
lifere filled with butter, pumkins, red onions, and Baltic fish in wells. 



A NORTHERN SUMMER. ii79 



CHAP. XXI 



BftSOLATB 8eBNS-**BirOLX8H SAILOR WRBCKZ1>— KOVIMCBURG— -BSAV- 
TY IN BOOTS — PRUSSIAV ROADS — THE CBLEBRATED RUINS OF MARI- 
ENBURG — SANTZIG — COQJDBTRY IN A BOX — INHOSPITALITY — A GBR- 
MAN JEW — THE LITTLE GROCER — DUTCH VICAR OB BRAY — VBRSES 
T« A PRETTY DANTZICKER. 

A.S the wind shewed no ^spo^don to change in our favour, we em- 
barkedy with our horses and carriages, in the ferry-boats, and pro- 
ceed on the Curiche Haff ; by keeping the right wheels as much as 
we could in the Baltic, which frequently surrounded us, we arrived 
at the first post-house, which lay in the centre of mountains of sand. 
Here we learned that some preceding travellers had carried away all 
the horses, and accordingly our hostess recommended us to embark 
with our vehicles in a boat which is kept for such emergences, and 
proceed by the lake to the next stage ; which advice we accepted, 
and were indebted to a ponderous fat young lady belonging to the 
post-house, who waded into the water, and, turning her back towards 
ms, shoved us off from the beech. We set sail with a favourable 
light breeze, which died away after we had proceeded about seven 
English miles, when we put Into a creek before a few little wietclied 
fishing huts, \mder the roof of which, witli cocks, hens, ducks, pigs, 
and dogs, we passed an uncomfortable night: just as we were lying 
down, an English sailor entered the room, with a face a little grave, 
but not dejected, to see, as he said, some of his countrymen, '^ hoping 
« no offence : " the poor fellow, we found, had been wrecked a few 
nights before, on the Baltic side of this inhospitable re^on. Afier 
hearing his tale, and making a little collection for him, we resigned 
ourselves to as much sleep as is allotted to those who are destined to 
be attacked by battalions of fieas. In the morning we could obtain no 
post-horses, the wind was against us, and at least eight English miles 
lay between us and the post-house. Hoping for some fortunate 
change, I resolved to look about me, and aR;er considerable fatigue, 
ascended one of those vast sandy summits, which characterize this 
idieerless part of the globe : from the top, on one »de, lay the Ballict 
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and on its beach the cordless masts and hull of a wreck, high and 
dry ; on the other, the lake which had borne us thus far, aUd before 
and behind a line of mountains of sand, many of them I should sup- 
• pose to be a hundred feet high, over whose sparkling sur^Eice the eye 
cannot wander for two minutes together without experiencing the 
same sensations of pain as are felt upon contemiriating snow: below, 
in a bladeless valley, stood two wretched horses, almost skeletons, 
scarcely making any shadow in the sun : the natives of this sandy 
desert, we were afterwards informed by respectable authority, eat 
live eels dipped in salt, which they devour as they writhe with an* 
gubh round their hands. The whole of this hideous waste looked like 
the region of famine. 

A shift of wind springing up, we ventured once more upon the 
lake ; and after a little fair sailing, we were driven, in our little open 
boat, where there was scarcely room for the helmsman to steer, near- 
ly out of sight of land ; the wind freshened to a gale, and the rain 
fell heavily : at last, when we had renounced all sanguine expecta- 
tions of ever touching land again, a favourable breeze sprung up, and 
about ten o'clock at night we reached the quay of the post-house 
called Nidden, and after supping, were shewn into a large gloomy 
room to pur cribs, where we were surrounded by at least fourteen 
sleeping damsels, lying with their cloaths on, in filth and coarseness, 
fit to be the inamoratas of the coal-heavers of London, 'the next 
morning, as we were preparing to start, we were presented vrith an 
enormous bill, which made us feel like the clown in "As You Like It," 
when he exclaims, " It strikes a man more dead than a great reckon- 
« ing in a little room." This imposition, after much altercation, we 
successfully resisted. 

As we approached Koningberg the country assumed a more agree- 
able aspect; at the inns we found better accommodations, and met 
with what to us was a great treat, excellent potatoes, a vegetable 
which has only been introduced into the north within these twenty 
years. It is scarcely possible to conceive the dreadful state of the* 
roads during the last stage from Mulsen : it was a succession of pits. 
On the tenth of October we saw the spires of Koningberg, and after 
passing the place of execution, where three posts were standing, sur- 
mounted with wheels, upon which malefectors are exposed, we en- 
tered the ancient capital of Prussia Proper. As we were proceeding 
to the Ditchen Hause, a noble hotel, we passed a vast andque and 
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gloomir pile of red brick ; one of my companimis pronounced it to 
be either the jail or the palace ; it proved to be the latter, and to 
be inhabited by the governor: in the church adjoining, Frederic the 
Great was crowned. The city was first founded in 1255 ; is exten- 
sive, having fourteen parishes : the streets are narrow, terribly paved, 
and have no foot-path; almost every woman I saw was handsome, 
and wore great thick boots, and a black riband tied in a bow in the 
front of their caps. We were obliged to stay here two days, on 
account of the wheels of the Uttle Swede having presented a strong 
disposition to renounce a circle for a square. The parade exhibited 
three fine regiments : previous to their forming the line we were 
again shocked with several instances of the severity of Prussian 
drilling. The king of Prussia scarcely ever visits this city. The 
trade is very considerable : one thousand vessels sailed last year into 
its ports. The river Pregel, which is here rather shallow, was crowd- 
ed with market-boats, filled with fish, butter, bread, plums, and Ber- 
g^amot pears. I was present at a marriage ceremony in one of the 
reformed Catholic churches, which was very simple: the priest 
joined the hands of the couple, and addressed them extemporane- 
ously with considerable eloquence, as it was explained to me, invok- 
ing them to constancy, to love and cherish each other. The young 
bride and bridegroom seemed much affected, and shed many tears. 

Upon my return to the inn, where it was again my fate, in com- 
mon with the rest of the party, to sleep in the ball-room, I found a 
little gentleman with a neat bob-wig, and a narrow rim of a beard, 
just sufficient with his features to denote that he was a member of 
the Synagogue ; the object of his visit was to change our money for 
a new currency, as under: 

Twenty-four groschen, or ninety kleine, or three gulder, or thirty 
ditchen, are equal to one dollar. 

Three dollars a^id four groschen .... one ducat. 

The price of posting is ten groschen per horse, per one German 
mile, or four English miles and a half. 

A courier having arrived to secure about a hundred post-horses 
for the new married couple, the grand duchess of Russia and the 
prince of Saxe Weimar and suite, who were on their route from 
Russia to Weimar, we lost not a minute to put ourselves in motion ; 

O o 
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and the Sale Swede^ who l)egaii i>ow to be much demised, i>e|ii|p cooei-; 
pletely repaired, we reached Frawemborg the next evening, wheve 
we stopped the carnage at the foot of an almost perpendicular hilU 
crowned with a vast extensive edifice of red brick, including a monaa*: 
tery and a Catholic church : it was dusk as I ascended this height^ 
from which there was a fine view of tiie luxuriant country dux>ug^ 
which we had passed, and immediately bekvw us a wide-spieadiag 
beach and the sea. One of the monks conducted us to the churchy 
which is very large, and the awfulness of the scene was increased bf 
the mysterious gloom which pervaded every part of this massy pile: 
we had only time to see the tomb of Copernicus, whose remidns, we 
were assured, repose under a plain stone slab which was shown to us 
upon th& pavement. At the last sti^e, to my regret, a majority of the 
party resolved upon seeing Dantzig. 

It is impossible for an Englishman who has never left his qwn 
country, to form any notion of the Prusdan roads in general, parti« 
cularly of that which lay before us to Elbing: I cannot say that wq 
moved by land or by water, but in a skilfiil nfiixture of both, through 
which we waded, axletree deep, over trees kdd across each other at 
unequal distances. To complain would be useless; moreover, the most 
terrible of joltings, every minute threatening a general dislocatioiii 
would hazard the repining tongue being severed by the teeth. 

We reached Elbing to break&st: a very neat town, not unlike a 
swallow's nest, which is within very comfoitable, and without nothing 
but sticks and mud. Considerable commerce is carried on, and the 
appearance of the people is respectable, prosperous, and haj^y. The 
fruit and vegetable sellers carry their articles in little pailsi suspendr 
ed at the ends of a curved stick, like the milk*WQi][ien of London. 
The houses are very singular ; but, as they resemble thos^ of Dant- 
Mg, one description will be sufficient. 

The post from Elbing to Marienbourg is nineteen English miles, 
a tremendous long sts^e ; indeed, an autumnal days' journey upcm 
such roads, which were precisely the same as those we had ^ready 
passed, except that we had the variety of an endless row of shabby 
sombre willow pollards. Our poor horses halted several timesy 
when they had a copious libation of water, but nothing else. The 
German postilions seem to think with Dr. Sangrado, that nothing is 
so nourishing as water ; and, what is more surprising, the horses 
seem to think so too. I have seen a German horse diiok three large 
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p^&i h% » &df M his driver eookl 9af(pfy him. To cheer (mr ptott- 
tiftimi*^ we girre them occasionally some snaps^ or glasses of excellent 
Ibr^dy, ^at we had with us, whkh the fellows drank, and, wi^ 8 
smik, s^med ready with Cald)an to ex€laim: 

« That's a brave god, and bears celestial liquor .'* 

In the evening we reached Maiienbourg, a small town, bncd 
eeldbrated for being the principal residence of the knights of 
tUtf Teutonic Order, as I have before mentioned, who raised a 
easde, and several other structures, in a style of unrivalled Gothic 
magnificence, in the twelfth century. To these haHowed remains^ 
so treasurable to the reflecting mmd^ Frederick the Great, aithoug& 
d professed aximirer of antiquities and of art, paid no veneration. 
The hoary pile has been beateii down, to furnish materkds for 
building Prussian barracks, hospitals, aAd magazines, and scarcely 
any vestige is left of this pride of ages but the chapel, in t^ 
window of which is a colossal wooden virgin, but little de^Eiced } an^ 
htf her soe and shape, entitled to associate \fith Gog and Magog, in 
live Guildhall of London. 

We were thirteen hours in reaching Dantag from Maiienbourg^ 
a distance of thirty English miles, through a country abounding with^ 
c€>nihfields, in one of which we counted nine bustards, each of them 
lai^er than a turkey. After pasf»i!kg several monasteries, beautiftiUy 
en^>osomed in trees, and the suburbs of Ihintzig, extending nearly 
two English ndles,^ we reached the drawbridge, and entered the capi- 
tal of Pomerania in the evening ; and, at the Hotel du Uon Blane^ 
which was very crowdied at the time of our arrivdy we were very gkd 
to resume our oM quarters,^ lx> which we appeared to have a travelog 
prescriptive right, a vast ball and card room. 

Nothing can exceed the fentastic appearance of the houses, which 
su-e very lofty, and have vast sloping roofe, the fronts of which are 
surmount-ed with lions, angels, suns, griffins, &c. The windows ar6 
very large and square ; and the outsides of these edifices are gaie- 
rally painted with brown or green colours, with great softness and 
viaiety : in the streets, which are wretchedly paved, and narrow, and 
if the atmosphere be damp, covered ankle-deep with mud, are seve* 
ral noble chesnut and walnut trees. The Rathhaus, or HoteMe ViUe^ 
is an elegant spiral structure of stone, with a variety of elaborate de* 
eorations. The prison b well arranged : on one side are felons; and^ 
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on the other, the house of correction, where the women are separate 
cd from the men. The female prieioners, many of whom were ser- 
vants, sent by their masters or mistresses for misbehaviour, to receive 
the discipline of the house, were employed in carding and spinnings 
and are obliged to produce, at the end of the week, a certain quantity 
of work, or, in de&ult, receive a whipping : tlie prisoners looked 
healthy and clean. 

The Lutheran church is a noble structure : in one of the towers is 
a gloomy well, into which certain offenders against the catholk &ith, 
many years since, used to be let down, and left to perish : the stir- 

' rups and chains by which they descended were shown to us. The 
Bourse is most whimsically decorated with a marble statue of Augus-^ 
tus III, king of Poland, models of ships, heavy carvings in wood, 
and great dingy pictures. The Vistula, the largest and longest river 
in Poland, after springing from mount Crapach, on the confines of 
S^esia, and crossing Poland and Prussia, washes the walls of Dant- 
zig, and ^Is into the Baltic. Upon this river a stranger cannot fail 
being struck with the singular appearance of the PolL^ grsdn4x>ats, 
in shape resembling a canoe, many of which are eighty feet long, by 
fourteen broad, without any deck, and have a single elastic mast^ 

'tapering to the top, fifty, and even sixty, feet high, upon which 
they &sten a small light sail that is capable of being raised, or de- 
pressed, so as to catch the wind, above the imdulating heights of the 
shores of the Vistula. We saw several store-houses of salt : the only 
salt merchant in the Prussian dominions is the king, who has the 
monopoly. The exportations of com from this city are amazing ; 
and it may justly be considered as the grain depot of Europe. The 
exportation of grain, for the preceding year, amoimted to thirty-four 
thousand one hundred and forty-nine lasts; a last being equal to 
eighty-four Winchester bushels: that of the year before to fifty-two 
thousand four hundred and sixteen. The people appear to be at 
length reconciled to the loss of their hanseatic sovereignty, and, hav- 
ing no remedy, submit themselves without repining to the Prus^an 
sceptre. Mirabeau, one of the most brilliant orators of his age, said, 
" tiiat the Dantzickers, who, according to appearances, supposed 
** kings were hobgoblins, were so enraptured to meet with one who 
** did not eat their children, that, in the excess of their enthu^asm, 
«' they were willing to put themselves, without restraint, under the 
^ Prusdan government." 
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On a Sundaytwe visited the theatre^ & handsome sotunda, where 
we saw, the great fiivourite oi the Germans, the tragedy of Mary 
Queen of Scots, hecween whom and the sangumary Elizabeth the 
asithor effected an interview : there was no after-piece, as usual. The 
form of the theatre before the curtain was three parts of a circle; 
and the scenery, dresses and decorations were all handsome. The 
grand drop scene, used instead of a curtain, was sprinkled with gigan- 
tic heads, and had a very strange and whimsical appearance. Nothing 
could exceed the polUe and profound attenticm paid to the business 
of the stage : if any one of the audience only whispered rather loud- 
ly, all eyes^ were turned towards him, and a buz of general disappro- 
bation made him silent. In the box, next to that in which I sat, was 
a lady of fiishion, remarkably deformed; in age, I should suppose, 
touching the frontier of desperation, dressed in a white robe, and a 
garland of artifidal flowers ; to attract more notke, she was knitdng 
a rich silk purse : the whole of the party exchanged frequent glances 
with her; but, alas ! had she known what was passipg between th^ 
eye and the mind, our homage would not have proved very accept- 
able. 

In Dantzig, every thing partakes of that petty spirit which is toQ 
4Atn engendered by traffic amongst small communities of mercan^ 
tile men. Heaven protect the being who visits this city without a 
commercial commission I As we were walking by the Bourse, we 
rec^ested a German Jew, who had the appearance of a gentleman, 
to shew us the way to a commercial house to get some money ex- 
changed ; upon which he offered to accompany us. " We cannot, 
« Sir, think of troubling you 5 if you will only direct us, it will be 
^ sufficient," said my German friend and companion. « Oh ! gen- 
•* tlemen," replied the descendant of Abraham, « I beg you will not 
" mention it; you will of course pay me for my trouble, and I shall 
" be happy to attend you." 

Having parted with my friend, who proceeded to Berlin, I went to 
Fare Wasser, with a view of embarking for Copenhagen, which would 
have considerably curtailed my journey to Husum; but the wind 
being contrary, and blowing a hurricane, and several English cap^ 
tains, who were there, assuring me that it frequently continued so 
for three weeks and a month together, after spending three cheerless 
days in hopes that a change might take place, I returned to Dant- 
2ag, where, without knowing a human being, for this city was not ori« 



^B9 A NORTHERK: ^BCMER. 

{finally mchided in oiur route^ I presented tt^veHf at Hhe co«uiliikg« 
house eS an eMerlj Engtii^maii, » dcnizeR of Dloitzigv a^d m di# 
presence of a host of clerks, detailed my Htcfff^ sold rcK}Qested tiiat h# 
would be so obtigkig^ as to permit one of tkeitVy irh<> $pdke En^li^ 
to attend me a few minutes to the post-^iousey ti^t I might endeavocor 
to overtake my friends. The hoary mercham^ with m immoveable 
countenance, coldly looked at nie, and briefly replied^ << It is our post 
•^ day ; and, without saying another wond, returned to hk acconfipts. 
It reminded me of Gad^^ and the CarrieTyiii AfefivsCput of Henr^ 
the Fourth. 

•< Gad. I pray thee, lend me thy tanteim, to see nly g^sldiiig in the staMe. 
''Car, Lend thee my lantern, quotha t Matty, tit see di» hanged fint.** 

This Englisfaman had grown old in tlie trafiie of Dantzt^ and the 
generous sgknt of Ids country had been indurated into tlie seffi^tieas 
•f accumulation. 

The Httie Svpcde was now in the kxwest state of depredadon : Ae 
post-master thought her unworthy of being drawn by a Prusdan 
prancer, and i^olutely refused to put a horse into the shaifb ; a/t the 
same time he offered me a ducat, that is, nine shillings and siiq>ence^ 
for lier. I would have set fire to her, socmer than that he shouM 
have had her. The god of gold seemed to have max^ this ^ot his 
&voui^ temple, to have constituted a bag, of com his chosen aitai% 
and to have reconted his oracles in a leger : the rampart of the town 
seem preserved only to repel hospitality and generosity. The Daiit- 
:dckers keep a cash-account of civilities, and never indulge in festivity 
without resorting to calculation. A calculating countenance under a 
little bob-wig, shining brushed cocked-hat that has seen good servicev 
a brown coat, waistcoat and breeches of the same colour,, worsted 
stockings, a pair of shining little silver buckles, and an ivory-headed 
cane, denote the thrifty Dantzicker : tiie very b^gar in the streets 
seems to expect a double proportion of bounty for his misfortune, 
and for tiie trouble of asking relief. As I was purchasing some ar- 
ticles at a grocer's for my journey, his wife held a little duid m her 
arms, not old enough to speak, to whom I gave a pear, and presently 
after I presentaed him with a gulden, a little cwn, which he griped, 
apparently with the same instinct that would induce a young bear to 
rifle a honey jar, and dropped the fruit. The little grocer seemed 
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^uch pleased mth his spn's preference ; and, in German, as well as 
I could understand Wixiy e^xdaimad, ^ tii«t he wovM make a brave 
** tradesman.'^ 

In this place, where ther^ were so many of my own countrymen 
settled, accident led me to the civilities of a polite and amiable 
youn^ Dutchman, who had not staid k»g enough in Dantzig to 
lose every l^ral sentiment. " How strange," ssld I, " that amongst 
" the residents of this place you alone should wish to serve an uxtf- 
" fortunate solitary Englishman ; and that, too, whilst our respective 
^ coimtries are at war !" " It is true, our countries are at war," 
said he, in good English 5 " but what is that to us ? every man whom 
w / can 9erve ia my countryman** 

Through the medium of this gentleman, I hired a man to go 
with me all the way to Berlin (who, on such occasions is called a 
fuhrman), instead of going post, to avoid as much as possible, the 
g^alling pressure of Prussian imposidon. To the friendly Dutch^ 
man I sold the little Swede for ten ducats, which he vowed he would 
brush up and paint, and drive with into the country. On the day 
precedbg my departure, my Dutch friend related the following 
story« Being at church one Sunday, at Alkmaar, when that town 
was in the possession of the English forces^ previous to the sermon 
the preacher prayed very fervently for the long life of his Majesty 
George III, and the prosperity of England. Scarcely had he finish- 
ed this pious compliment, before an inhabitant entered, and announc- 
ed that the English forces were retiring, and that the French.were 
about to resume the protection of the place : upon hearing which, 
this Dutch vicar of Bray explained to his audience, that the suppli- 
cation which they had just heard was coerced ; but that now, being 
able to follow the spontaneous emotions of his own heart, he beg- 
gped them to unite with him in offering up a prayer to the throne 
of grace> to bless and preserve general Brune and the French ar- 
mies ! 

Before I met with the courteous Dutchman, the only consolation 
which I found was in sitting in the same room with the young 
Mcdtreaae d'hotel du Lion Blanc^ where, without knowing each 
other's language, we contrived to pass away the hours not unplea- 
santly. The beauty and sprightliness of this young woman pro- 
duced the following ^*«*-rfV«/in/ ; 
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The sign of the house should be chang'di 111 be sworn. 
Where enchanted we find so much beauty and grace { 

Then quick from the door let the lion be torn. 

And an angel expand her white wings in his place. 

The young Dutchman translated it into German^ and presented it 
to the ^dr one. 
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CHAP. XXII. 



RXFLZCTIOirS WON A STUHLWAGGON — PRUSSIAN VILLAGES»SfILITA&T 
MANOEUVRES — IRISH REBEL — BERLIN— LINDEN WALK— TOLERATION 
—PRUSSIAN SINNER— CHEAP LIVING THE PALACE — CADE"* CORPS.. 

The traveller going to Germany will be under the necessity of 
changing his money as under : 

Twenty-four good, or ninety Prussian groschen, are equal to one 
dollar, or three Prussian guilders. 

N. B. Six Prussian dollars are equal to one pound English. 

When the stuhlwag^n, that was to carry me to Berlin, a distance 
of upwards of three hundred English miles, in the stipulated time of 
eight days, drove up to the door, I observed that it had no springs, 
consequently I could not be detained on the road by their break- 
ing ; that I should be nearly jolted to death ; but that would be an ad- 
mirable substitute for want of exercise ; that I should not be able to 
sleep by day, consequently I should sleep the better by night ; 
that my driver could not speak English, nor I three words of 
German ; cr^v, we should associate like a couple of dumb waiters ; 
«nd my reflections, if chance any should arise, would not be shaken. 
Having settled all these points in my mind, with infinite pleasure I 
passed the drawbridge of this seat of extortion and inhospitality, and 
as soon as we had clea^d the suburbs and dropped into a deep sandy 
road, my heavy unimpassioned driver took from his waistcoat pocket 
a piece of dry fungus, and holding it under a flint, with a small 
steel struck a light, kindled his pipe, and was socm lost in smoke, 
and a happy vacuity of thought. Although the red leaves of retiring 
autumn were falling in showers from the trees, the country appear- 
ed very picturesque and rich. After we passed the town and abbey 
of Oliva, the latter celebrated for containing in one of its chambers 
the table on which the treaty of peace was signed between the crown- 
ed heads of Germany, Poland, and Sweden, called the treaty of 
Oliva, my driver turned into a byroad, the inequalities of which I can 
compare to nothing but those of a church-yard, thronged with 
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graves ; we were several times' obliged to alight, in order to support 
the carriage on one side, whflst it crawled along the edge of a miry 
bank. The uncertainty of a German mile never Mis to puzzle a tra- 
veller : there is a long and a short one ; the former is as indefinite as 
a Yorkshire mile, which I believe is from steeple to steeple, some- 
times it means five, six, and seveiit English miles, the latter I have 
already explsdned. 

On the road every Prussian was at once equipped for his bed and 
for a ball, by having his head adorned with a prodigious cocked hatb- 
and a night-cap under it. The Prus^an Mm-houses were either 
tiled or very neatly thatched: some of them? were built of brick, and 
<fther8ofalightbrownclay,butthe&vourite colour is that of ^vidflesh, 
which were remarkably neat ; the ground exhibited the marks of high 
cultivatitm, and the farmers looked rich and respectable, and perfect- 
ly English. Although the soil is sandy, yet from its fineness it is ca- 
pskAe of bearing all sorts of vegetables for the kitchen : out of four 
grains of rye sown, the tillers calculate that one will rise. By the 
time I reached Stolpe, I had formed a little budget of current Ger- 
man expressions, which at the inn in that town enabled me to under- 
staiMl a man who said to me, " pray sir, are you a Frenchman?** 
«* No, I am an Englishman,'* " Ah, sir, so much the better for you,. 
^ and so much the more agreeable to me,^' said he. I wondered to 
iitar such language from Prussian lips: but I afterwards found the 
man who addressed me was a Dutchman. 

The road to Berlin has, in one respect, a great advantage ; there is 
a constant and rapid succession of towns and villages, but no scatter- 
ed cottages : upon every acclivity the traveller commands sii or seven 
spires rising from little clumps of trees, and clusters of houses; the 
ix)ad to each of these small communities for about a quarter of a mile 
is paved with large rough angular stones, which constitute the pride 
of the p&nsh, and afe brought from a great distance, and vnth con- 
uderable cost. Upon my wishing them sit the devil one day, which 
I never Mled to do as often as I had to contend with them, my 
driver tumted round and said : ** Do not wish them there : do you 
*< know that each bf those ^nc stones cost four good groschen ?" 

In Prussia, robberies very seldom happen: the Prussians only pil- 
fer in th^ shape of extortion, 

*' And for a pistol they pieient a bin." 
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Having seen many Englishmen travel through their country with a 
moveable arsenal of arms in their carriages^ united to the received 
opkiionthi^ suicide prevails more in England than in any other 
country, they conclude that the preparation is not against robbers, 
but to furnish their owner with a choice of deaths, if his ennui is not 
dissipated by roving. 

My adventures upon the road were few, and not wordiy of rela* 
4i<m, except that my driver was very fond of quitting the main road 
for every short cut, in which we were frequently obliged, carriage 
and all, to spring as well as we could Qver a small ditch ; having re* 
^ peatedly warned him that we should be overturned, at last my pre- 
diction was verified, die wheels were uppermost, and we lay sprawl* 
ing in the roads as soon as I could look around me I found the dri* 
ver in great agony, and concluded that he had at least shattered a rib 
CT a leg : but the misfortune was a much greater one in his estima- 
ticm, he had broken his pipe, which lay in the road by the ude of 
scattered provisions and tnudLs; he lamented his loss bitterly, and 
'frequently, as we were replacing matters, apostrophized the re- 
mains of this natural and inestimaMe source of German comfort. 
We frequently passed through the most beautiful avenues of majes- 
tic oak, stately lindens, and graceful beech and birch trees. I found 
the inns very poor: at Pimiow I slept upon a bed of straw. In the 
best room are generally the depot t>f the Sunday gowns, the best 
crockery, two or three filthy straw beds, a stove of black Dutch tiles, 
^Hie or two com chests, a chaor with a broken back, jars of butter : 
adjoining there is generally a room for the daughter or upper ser- 
^rant of the host, who reclines her sweet person upon a bed placed 
upon a corn-bin, and surroimded by a winter-stock of potatoes. If ^ 
traveller fosten the door of his^ bed-room he will be under the neces- 
ffity of rising to open it twenty times after he is in bed, that the 
master or mistress of the house may have access to something or 
another which is deposited in his chamber. 

The winter was now rapidly setting in, and in every post-house 
.the stoves were warmed: before one of them some peasant children 
were reposing upon forms, and their mother standing with her back 
against it, fast asleep. The peasants erect their ovens, which are 
made of clay, about seven feet high, in the shape of a dome, at the 
extremity of their orchards, removed as far as possible from any, 
thatch. All the roads and by-lanes in Prussia are abundantly suppli- 
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ed with legible and intelligent directing postthrepresendng a negro's 
head, with large white eyes, and a pig4ail, whilst two long stiff arem 
point the wanderer on his way. The want of this species of atten* 
tion to travellers in England is severely felt. It is scarcely necessary 
for me to observe that the universal language of Prusua is German. 

The garrison towns are numerous, at which the traveller is oblig- 
ed to furnish the officer of the guard with his name, condition, and 
motive of travelling. The soldiers looked to great advantage ; they 
have a favourite, and much admired manoeuvre, of forming hoUow 
squares by sections, which at present is confined to the Prussian ser* 
vice ; and by means of a hollow curve, at the bottom of the barrel 
of the Prussian musket, leading into the pan, through a large touch^^ 
hole, no {Miming is necessary, or rather the loading primes, by 
which several motbns are saved. With this improvement, and a 
heavy ramrod, an expert Prussian soldier, even with Prusuan pow- 
der, hr inferior to that of England, can load and fire twelve times in 
one minute. A soldier who had not long been enlisted, performed 
these motions in my presence ten times in that period by my watch. 

At Konigberg, as I was sitting down to dinner, a portly s(^dier, 
in the Prus^an uniform, opened the door, an addressed- me in Eng- 
lish. With much address and respect, under the venial pretence of 
my not having written my name legibly at the barrier, he introduced 
himself to me, and enabled me very soon to discover that he was 
one of those in&tuated Irishmen, who having incurred the displea- 
sure of the British government, had been plucked from a station of 
respectability, and the bosom oi a beloved &mily, exiled from hb 
country, and doomed to wear the habit, and endure the discipline of 
a Prus^an soldier for ten wretched years, five of which he had id- 
ready survived. The poor fellow acknowledged the fatal delusion 
which had thus torn him from all that was dear to him, and reduced 
him to the humiliation of gladly receiving a dollar from a stranger. 

Between Gruneberg and Freyenwalde I passed the Oder, which 
flows to the walls of Olmutz, rendered eminently ^miliar to the me- 
mory by the cruel captivity of La Fayette, and the spirit of Bridsh 
generosity which restored him and his lovely marchioness to light 
and liberty. 

Upon our leaving Freyenwalde, we ploughed our way through the 
dark forests and trackless sands of Brandenbourg, the latter of which 
Frederick the Great highly valued as a national barrier, capable of 
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lmpe(&ig and embarrassing an approaching enemy. Of their depth 
%ad dreariness no one can judge, but those who have waded through 
tham: we quitted them with great joy, to roll merrily along over a 
noble new royal road, of about ten English miles in length, lined 
with sapling lindens; and, early on the eighth day from my leaving 
Dsmtzig, I passed the gate of the wall which surrounds Berlin, and 
with forty-one ducats discharged my companion at the Hotel dc 
Russk, 

Having refreshed myself, I sallied into the Linden Walk, which 
is very broad, b formed of triple rows of the grace^l and umbrage- 
ous tree from which it receives its name, and is situated in the centre 
of the street, having carriage roads on each side, from which it is 
pibtected by a handsome line of granite posts connected by bars of 
ircm, and illuminated at night by large reflecting lamps, suspended 
ov«r the centre by cords, stretched from corresponding supporters 
of wrought iron: its length is about an English mile, and presents 
at one end the rich portico of the marble opera-house stnd the palace, 
and at the other the celebrated Brandenbourg gate, designed by Mon- 
sieur Langhans from the« Propylium of Athens, and raised in 1780. 
This superb monument of tasteful architecture is a stone col(»made, 
of a light reddish-yellow colour, composed of twelve grand fluted 
Corinthian columns, forty-four feet high, and five feet seven inches 
in diameter, six on each side, leaving a space for the gates to fold 
between, presenting five colossal portals, through which the park is 
seen in fine perspective. The wings composing the custom and 
guard houses are adorned with eighteen lesser columns, twenty-nine 
feet high and three feet in diameter: the whole is crowned by colos- 
sal figures of the angel of peace driving four horses abreast in a 
triumphal car, below which are rich basso relievos. This most ele- 
gant structure, and the Walk of Lindens, are unique, aiid would 
abundantly repay any traveller for the fatigues of an eight days' jour- 
ney to behold them. In the walk, although the weather was very 
cold, several ladies were promenading without caps or bonnets, and 
others were riding astride on horseback, according to the fashion of 
the country, in a long riding habit, pantaloons, and half-boots. In 
the street scarcely any other objects were to be seen, than 

« the soldier and his sword." 
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Upon ascending the galleiy of the superb dome of the msdtiitioii of 
•the poor, m the grand market place, I commanded the waU of the 
dty, the dimensions of which are small, I should not think larger 
than those of Bath ; but having been the result of one design, and in 
a great measure buih in one reign, it has the advantage of being re* 
gnlar. The river Spree runs through it, and is adorned by «ome 
handsome stone bridges. The streets are spacious, and, to the sur^ 
prise of a stranger, are well paved for carriages and pedestrians, al- 
though nature has reused to Aunish the country with a single stone : 
this denial has been supplied by the policy <^ Frederick the Greats 
who made all the vessels that came up the Elbe, the Hawel, or the 
Spree, take on board at Magdeburg a certain quantity of freestone^ 
and disembark it at Beriin gratis. The houses are generally built 
of Inick stuccoed, but some are of stone, in the Italian style of ar^ 
chttecture. The palace of prince Henry, the brother oi Fredenck 
the Great, lately deceased, is built of stone ; but, for want of (MDa- 
ment, possesses but little attraction for the eye : the royal palace is 
an enormous square pile of the same materials, whose massy and 
gloomy walls the reigning sovereign has wisely resigned to his cour- 
tiers, for a smaU plain mansion, opposite the common foundery. 
Mon-bijou, the residence of the queen dowager, is a palace, or ra- 
ther a long gallery, nearly the whole being upon the ground floor, 
situated on the side of the river Spree, embosomed in a wood and 
gardens. The Rotunda, or Catholic church, partly designed by car- 
<linal Alberoni, is a noble edifice, the grand ahar of which was made 
at Rome, and is celebrated for its beauty. Soon after Frederick the 
Great ascended the throne, he conceived the sublime idea of building 
a vast Pantheon, in which every description of devotion might, at an 
allotted time, find its altar. PoHcy, if not genuine charity >< induced 
that sagacious prince to ttnnk that tolerance was necessary to the 
interests as well as the dignity of a nation ; and he was desirous of 
not only seeing his subjects and foreigners worsh^ their God in 
their way, but that, like brothers, they ^ould prostrate themselves « 
before him in the same temple. On account of the state of the 
treasury, Frederick was successfully advised to drop this benign {dan, 
and it was never afterwards resumed. The generality of the Prus- 
sians are Calvinists. 

In the evening after my arrival I went to the New Theatre, a su- 
perb building, on the entablature of which the following elegant in- 
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9criptkm tq>peared in German, ** Whilst we smile we mend the msoi* 
ners." All the front of the inside was occupied by the royal box, 
formed into a satloon, from the centre of the ceiling of which a rich 
histre descended, and on each side were alabaster vases. The boxes 
were neat and well arranged. Over the curtain was a large transpa- 
rent clock; the players were good; the orchestra very full and 
fine ; and the scenery, particularly the drop, or curtain scene, verf 
beautifid. 

The statue of the celebrated general Ziethen, the favourite of 
Frederick the Great, and one of the greatest and bravest generals of 
Prussia, is well wordiy the notice of the traveler. It is nused in 
Wilhelm^s Platz^ or William's Place, upon a pedestal, tm three 
sides oi which are basso-relievos, representing the hero <»i horse- 
back, in some of the most celebrated campaigns, surrounded by an 
^egant raiting : the figure of the general, in his hussar regimentals^ 
Is as large as life ; his hand is raised to his chin, which was his usual 
attitude of meditation : it is said to be a strong resemblcoice, and is a 
fine iHece of statuary. In this little square there are several other 
statues of Prussian generals, who distinguished themselves in the 
aeven years' war, without any Inscription. Upon my German friend 
enquiring of some of the soldiers, who were stancfing near us, thdr 
names, they told us they knew nothing about them. It is well known, 
that no living creature is more ignorant than a Prussian soldier. 

As we passed to the royal Opera-house^ the cavalry were drilling; 
the wretchedness of their horses not a little surprised me : the same 
remark applied to those of every other regiment of cavalry which I 
saw. The Opera-house, wMch is never open but during the carni- 
val, is a superb and elegant building, raised by Frederick the Great. 
The audience are admitted gratis, by tickets issued by the king's 
authority : the pit is allotted to the regiments in garrison, each of 
which is permitted to send so many men. In the dme of Frederick 
the Great, it was no unusual spectacle to see the wives of the soldiers 
sitting upon their husbands' shoulders: the internal decorations are, 
I was informed, very magnificent. 

Berlin is justly celebrated for the excellence of its hotels s in my 
fitting room, looking upon the Unden-walk, I had every article of 
useful and elegant furniture, my bed-room and sopha-bed and linen 
were remarkably neat and clean, and both rooms, although the frost 
was set in with intense severity, were, by means of stoves wluch az« 
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supplied from the passage, as warm as a summer day. It is a receiv- 
ed opinion, that Englishmen are so accustomed to sit by their fire-* 
sides, that they cannot grow warm unless they see the fire : to thb 
remark I have only to observe, that I partook so insensibly of the at* 
mosphere which pervaded my room, that I neither thought of heat, 
cold, or fire-places. At breakfast, the rolls, butter, and coffee, were 
delicious, and the china beautiful. The porcelain of Berlin is very 
fine, and nearly equal to that of Saxony. In the infancy of this ma-* 
nufactory, Frederick the Great granted permission to the Jews 
within his dominions to marry, only upon condition that they should 
purchase a certain quantity of this china; by this despotic policy he 
soon brought it into repute. At our tabU d'hote in the hotel, the 
dinner, with little variation, was in the following order: cold herrings 
and salted cucumbers, soup, bouilli, ham with sliced carrots^ honey 
and rice pudding, venison and stewed pease. In the streets were 
groups of female fruiterers, sitting before tubs filled with the finest 
g^pes, and Bergamot-pears, walnuts, &:c. From those stands a re- 
spectable dessert may be furnished for the value of three-pence, 
English. Upon the Spree were a great number of boats, completely 
laden with the finest apples and pears. Living in Berlin is moderate^ 
in the country remarkably cheap. A bachelor in Hesse Darmstadt, 
and in many other parts of Germany, can enjoy elegant society, 
have every day a bottle of excellent wine, and keep his horse, for 
•ne hundred and twenty pounds per annum. 

In the audience-room of the great palace we were shown a chan- 
delier of chrystal which cost 4,200/. ; amongst the paintings, which 
are few, we noticed a portrait of the duke of Ferrara, by Corregio, 
for which ten thousand ducats were given : there is also a beautiful 
statue of Marcus Aurelius, drawn up from the Tiber about fifty 
years since ; several cuiious and costly clocks and secretsdres of 
exquisite workmanship and niechanism, one of which, should any 
one improperly attempt to open it, would betray the robber by a 
tune similar to that in the academy of sciences in Petersburg : we 
were also shewn a circular closet in a turret, from whence Frederick, 
in his latter days, used to contemplate the people in the streets. 

The cadet corps is a noble, establishment, much resembling those 
in Petersburg: we attended a parade of about four hundred boys, 
who, as they were not sized, nor ranked according to c^e, presented 
a striking instance of the progress of merit, by displaying mere 
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♦* apple-munching urchins " commanding companies of boys bigger 
than themselves. From the cadet corps we visited an exhibition of 
the Prussian arts and manufactures, displayed in a suite of rooms : 
the busts, models, and carpets, were beautiful : some of the draw-^ 
ings were pretty, but the paintings were below criticisnii English 
^nanufiictures are severely prohibited in Prussia. 
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CHAP. XXII. 



POTSDAM DII<IGBNCE — POTSDAM — SAMS SOUCI — VOLTAIB.E, AND BOGS 
OF FREDERICK THE GREAT — NOBLE FIRMNESS OF AN ARCHITECT- 
KING AND LOVELY Q.OEEN OF PRUSSIA— ANECDOTES — FEMALE TRA- 
VELLING HABIT— THE DUCHY OF MECKLENBURG SWERIN — RETURN 
TO ENGLAND. 

On the Sunday after my arrival, namely, the third of November, I 
seated myself at seven o'clock in the morning, with an intelligent 
companion, in the Potsdam diligence, a vehicle confflderably less 
commodious than that of Paris : it was without springs, and so vil- 
lanously put together, that the biting air pierced through a hundred 
crevices ; sliding wooden pannels supplied the place of glasses, and 
in the back part were two seats, the occupiers of which were sepa- 
rated from each other by a stout iron bar. Our companions, male 
and female, were clad in their winter dress of muffs and fur shoes. 
After passing through a country of corn-fields, and fir forests, and 
some small frozen ponds, at eleven we reached the barrier of Pots- 
dam, which is situated on the river Havel, and is formed into an isle 
by the adjoining lakes and canals, about sixteen English nules from 
Berlin. 

Having expelled the cold with some soup, we hired a little phxton, 
and immediately proceeded to Sans Souci, distant about two English 
miles, which, as well as the neighbouring country palaces, are so 
much the fruit of the great Frederick's taste, that it was like paying 
a visit to his spirit. As we proceeded to the gallery of pictures, wc 
passed by his hot-houses, which he cherished with great care. So 
partial was his majesty to hot-house fruit, that before the buildings 
were erected, he who would have scantily provided for a gallant offi- 
cer mutilated in his service, did not hesitate to pay a ducat for a 
cherry ! When he was dying, his pine ap'^les occupied his principal 
attendon. 

We entered the picture gallery from the road through a rustic 
door: this room, two hundred and fifty eight feet long, thirty-six 
broad, and fifteen high, is supported by Carrara pillars, and is superb- 
ly gilded and ornamented. The collection is very select and pre- 
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clous ; we principally noticed the Graces, by Dominichino ; Ver- 
tumnus and Pomona, by Leonardo da Vinci ; Titian and his wife, by 
himself ; Danae and Cupid, by the same artist ; Venus bathing, by 
Corregio ; three different styles of painting, by Guido ; the Holy 
Family, by Raphael, which cost fourteen thousand ducats; a Cave of 
Devils, by Tenicrs, in which his motlier and wife are represented as 
members of the infernal family, his father as saint Antonio, and him- 
self in dminet rouge^ laughing at the group; a Head of Christ, by 
Vandyke ; Ignorance and Wisdom, by Corregio ; a Head of Christ, 
upon leaf gold, by Raphael, for which Frederick the Great paid six 
thousand ducats ; several other paintings by the same great master, 
upon the same ground; a Virgin and Infant, by Rubens; and seve- 
ral other exquisite works of art. There was once a beautiful little 
Magdalen here, by Raphael, which Frederick bartered to the elector 
of Saicmy,^ a troofi qfhorae: this sort of barter seems not to have 
been unusual. Augustus H, elector of Saxony, purchased forty-eight 
bulky porcelain vases of Frederick William I, of Prussia, for a feie 
regiment of dn^oons. 

From the gallery we ascended a staircase, and entered a terrace, 
whence a beautiiul view of the river, and the surrounding country, 
lay expanded before us. As we proceeded to the palace, or pavilion, 
composed of a long suite of rooms upon a ground floor, the tombs 
of Frederick's dogs were pointed out to us, the only creatures for 
whom he entertained a cordial affection. It is well known that he 
indulged the strange belief, that these animals possessed the power of 
discriminating character, and that he disliked those at whom they 
barked : most of these canine fevourites were honoured with a royal 
epitaph. It is related, that whenever he went to war, he always carried 
a small Italian greyhound with him ; and that when, in the seven 
years war, he happened to be pursued by a reconnoitering party of 
Austiians, he took shelter under a dry arch of a bridge, with his 
favourite in his arms ; and that, although the enemy passed and re- 
passed the bridge several times, yet the animal, naturally churlish, 
lay quite still, and scarcely breathed: had he barked, Frederick must 
have been discovered and taken prisoner, and Prussia, in all human 
probability, would have shared the fate of Poland, and swelled the 
empires of Russia and of Germany. There is another story told, the 
authenticity of which is indubitable: Frederick the Great, in his 
dying moments, expressed a wish to be buried by tlie side of his dogs. 
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One of these fetvouritea, another greyhound bitch, was taken at the 
battle of Soft, when the baggage was plundered by Trcmek and Na- 
dasti. Regardless of ii\ferior losses, the kmg was in die act of wrk-^ 
ing to Nadasti, to request his bitch might be restored, when the Aus-* 
trian general, knowing his love £br the animal, which was itsetf 
greatly attached to him, had sent it back ; the bitch, unperceived by 
the monarch, leaped upon the table while he was writing, and, as 
usual, began to caress him, at which he was so affected that he shed 
tears : the day before he had cut off many thousands of men, and 
charged his dear children to give no Saxon quarter. The only amiable 
trait in Frederick's composition was of a canine nature : he possessed 
nothing to attach man to fdm but his fondness for dogs. 

We saw the room where Frederick slept and died : it was {^dn 
and simi^ ; and, upon the chimney -apiece, was a beautiful antique of 
Julius Cssar whai a boy. After passing through several handsome 
rooms, we reached the dining*room. It is well known that Frederick 
the Great indulged in the pleasures of the table, and that English, 
French, German, Italian, Russian cooks. Were employed in this 
)X)yal philosopher's kitchen. The apartment of Voltaire, where I 
could not rediSt sitting down in hi^ chair before his desk, dotted all 
over with spots of a pen, more keen and triumphant than the swcm^, 
and wondering how such a genius could associate for three years 
With the crafty,, ungrateful, coM, ungenerous, tyrannical, rancorous, 
and implacable Frederick, who, if he merited the title of Great, had 
no pretensions to that of Good : that the wit and the sovereign should 
have differed no one can wonder ; but every one must, that they had 
not quarrelled and parted sooner. 

In the life of Voltaire we see the tnumph of letters. The late 
empress of Russia courted his fnendship by every touching art 
Which, even from clever women in the ordinary ranks of life, is irre« 
isistible: she did nothing without affecting to consult him: she in- 
vited him to Petersburg, and placed the model of his house at Fer- 
ney in the hemutage. Frederick the Great sought him with avidity, 
bordering on abject solicitation; but the mean and ungenerous des- 
potism of the sovereign's heart rendered him unworthy the honour 
t>f an association, which with equal meanness and harshness he 
dissolved. Why was Voltaire thus courted by two of the most dis* 
^guished potentates of their own, or perhaps of any other age? 
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Beeioifte they knew that the pen of such a genius could give any co- 
lour to their actions, and could measure out and extend their fame. 
The gardens of Sans Souci appeared to be elegantly arranged ; 
but it was no time to explore leafless bowers and alleys no longer 
green: 

•« When icicles hang by the wall, 

And Dick the shepherd blows his nail. 
And Tom bears log^ into the hall. 

And milk comes frozen home in pail." 

The facade of Sans Souci, towards the plain, is very elegant ; to- 
wards the terrace very heavy, where it resembles more a great 
tasteless green-house than a royal residence. From Sans Souci, we 
drove through a beautiful park to the new palace, distant about an 
English mile and a hajf. After passing two grand lodges and out- 
ofiices, connected by an elegant semicircular colonnade of eighty- 
eight columns, we entered the palace, the front of which is adorned 
with Corinthian pilasters, and the body built with the rich red Dutch 
brick: the hall was a superb vaulted grotto, formed of chrystals, 
branches of coral and shells, and fountains, arranged with equal ele- 
gance and novelty. Respecting the construction of this extraordi- 
nary apartment, the king and his &vourite architect had a violent 
dispute ; the latter insisting that it should be a vestibule, the former 
a grotto. The royal disputant of course prevailed, and the architect 
was so (ihsgusted, that he declined proceeding in the building. It 
was lucky for him, that the tyrant Frederick had not sent him to the 
fortress of Spandaw, where so many brave men who had fougljt and 
bled for him have been immured for some error in petty punctilio, 
to meditate on the superiority of grottoes over vestibules : the rest of 
the rooms are very elegant. Having satisfied our curiosity, we 
galloped to the little marble palace, about two English miles off, 
built also by Frederick the Great, of Silesian marble and Dutch 
brick: I was more pleased with it than with the Petite Trianon at 
Versailles. The road to the pavilion is lined with small rustic dwell- 
ings, surrounded by shrubs for the household: on the left is an ex- 
tensive and elegant orangerie, in the centre of which is a superb ball- 
room, lined with mirrors, and opening on either side4nto alleys of 
omnge and lemon trees : on the right are the kitchens, externally 
resembling the ruins of an Athenian temple : a lake, lined with ele 
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gant groups of trees, pleasure-houses, cottages, and mills, washes 
the terrace of the little palace, the apartments of which are small 
but ^gularly elegant, and were adorned with some exquidte anti- 
ques. Upon our return to oUr hotel the clock struck four : just as 
we had begun to thaw ourselves with some soup, attended, as the 
Saxon kings of old were, by a wandering harper at our door, just as 
he had sweetly and wildly run over the first division of a Gei*man 
fdr, by which time my intelligent companion and I had settled it, that 
had the palaces been covered with rubies, and the trees of the royal 
gardens dropped pearls, we should return discontented to Berlin, im- 
less we had beheld the lovely queen of Prussia; in truth, she was 
the principal object of our excursion : the son of our host ran into 
the room, to tell us the queen's carriage was just drawn up to the 
great palace, which our window commanded. From a little private 
door of this vast pile she descended, leaning upon the arm of a page, 
and attended by an elderly lady of the court ; upon seeing us she 
stopped, and moved to us in the most gracious and enchanting man- 
ner. She is very fair, her face sweet, elegant, and expressive : 

** — — Whose red and white 
Nature's own sweet and cunning hand laid on.** 

Her hair is light, her figure exquisite ; and, as she stepped into her 
carriage, she displayed a foot and ankle which at once convinced us 
that the most perfect symmetry reigned throughout her frame. Her 
charms were heightened by her situation; she was expected, in a 
few days, to augment the illustrious house of Brandenbourg. At a 
party at the British ambassador's, Mr. Jackson, I was regaled with 
the most enchanting account of her amiable virtues ; but to look at 
her is sufficient : 

" There's nothing ill can dwell in such a temple." 

She is very fond of retirement, and devotes herself to the educa- 
tion of her children. As my stay in Berlin was too short to admit of 
my being presented, I was much gradfied in seeing a princess of 
whom every one speaks with rapture. The manner in which her 
marriage occurred was interesting: At a grand review, wliich took 
place at Francfort on the Maine, monsieur Beathman, one of the 
richest bankers upon the continent, appeai-ed at the pacade, with^ 
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superb equipage : struck with his appearance, the king enquired his 
name, and monsieur B. was introduced, who invited his majesty to a 
grand/<?Ve he intended giving that evening at his chateau ; which in- 
vitation the king accepted, and there met the lovely princess of 
Mecklenburg Strelitz ; to look upon and love her were the same. 

About eighteen months after their marriage, they paid a visit to 
monsieur B ; and, as they entered the room where their first inter- 
"wew occuiTed, the king caught his royal bride in his arms, kissed 
her, and, with tears of sensibility, exclaimed, " It was in this very 
« room, my dear Beathman, that I found the treasure of my happi* 
^ ness." The royal couple are remarkably domestic, and largely 
taste of those endearing and tranquil enjoyments which are seldom 
seen in the neighbourhood of a throne. 

The great palace at Potsdam, in which the royal family princir 
paily reside, has a few elegant state rooms : in one of which was a 
half-length portrdt of Bonaparte. The queen had displayed her taste 
by decollating one of her little cabinets with engravings from some of 
the exquisite productions of Westall. 

The next morning (Sunday) we attended the two parades, which 
take place on this day within two hours of each other. I should sup* 
pose about ten thousand men were upon the ground ; they present- 
ed a very noble appearance. The King, attended by several officers^ 
was present. In roving through the city, we observed that its size 
and buildings resembled those of Berlin, and that it was equally 
gloomy. 

Upon our return, a soldier mounted the coach-box of the diligence 
at the gate at Berlin, and as we passed close to our inn, we called to 
the driver to let us out, but the soldier refused, and upon our at- 
tempting to get out, jumped down, drew his bayonet, and called the 
guard, upon which, with some little surprise, we submitted to be 
taken to the post-house, at the further end of the city, where we 
were suffered to alight without further molestation. This regulation 
is a part of the military police of this despotic government, wliich 
converts every city into barracks, and palaces into head-quarters. 
Upon regaining our hotel, cold and hungry, and ordering our dinner, 
we found that the cooks, it being dimanchej were all gone to the 
theatre : however, one of them Was soon found, and our appetites 
soon satisfied. 
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On the fifth of November, at eleven o'clock in the tiiomihg, &s I 
wished to see a little more of the manners of the people, I mount^ed 
the Hamburg diligence, and proceeded in it as far as Grabow, and 
afterwards travelled post to Husum : this machine was much infe- 
rior to its Potsdam brother ; it was a leather tilted waggon without 
$prings, filled with rows of seats, separated from each other by iron 
bars ; behind was a basket for hay : there were neither glasses nor 
wooden pannels in the sides, but two hard leather curtains were 
dropped and buttoned down, when it rained or was cold. The pas- 
sengers consisted of two Prussian ladies, a girl servant, an Hungarian 
officer, myself, and one coiiducteury an old wrinkled gentleman of 
sixty-five at least, who lost all his vivacity when he set down the 
girl, between whom some tender touches of the hand, and gentle 
whispers, passed during one of the most bitter nights I ever experi- 
enced. The ladies, who were neither handsome nor aged, and were, 
as I learned, very respectable women, made no hesitation in tying 
vp their garters, sana ceremordej and, in other matters of travelling 
comfort, displayed as little restraint as the French ladies. All night, 
it being dark, and the roads very deep and sandy, we moved at a fu- 
nereal pace. The next evening I bade adieu to the Hamburg dili- 
gence, and having convinced myself of the danger of attempting to 
push through that spit of Hanover through which the direct Ham- 
bvu'gh road lies, in consequence of the ruffian-like perfidious viola- 
tion of the law of nations, exhibited in the seizure of our ambassador, 
sir George Rumbold, at that city ; I ordered a stuhl-waggon at Perl- 
berg, and travelled post to Swerin, the capital of the duchy of 
Meckleburgh Swerin, which commences on this side at Grabow. In 
this petty state, luxuriant in corn-fields, posting, which constitutes 
one of the revenues of the duchy, is very dear ; for five German 
miles I paid seven dollars and two groschen. To avoid this extor- 
tion, I recommend a traveller to hire a furhman at Perlberg to 
carry him through to Lubec : he will save considerably by it. A 
little beyond Grabow I passed a superb country residence of the 
reigning duke, situated in a beautiful country, and surrounded by a 
very neat village. Swerin is a large and respectable town, where the 
inns are very good, and well supplied with French spies. The pa- 
lace is a vast and very ancient building, forming an oblong square, 
presenting galleries, balconies, und turrets, without end. The sol- 
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diera o^ dmty were fihe-looldtig fellows ; the forces of the duke 
amoant to fourteen hundred men. I could not help smiting when, 
upon dischargmg my driver at this town, he presented me, with 
great ceremony, a government receipt, to shew that he had paid 
two groschen for permission to pass over a nearer and better road, 
which led from Uie country palace of tiie duke. The Malaga wine, 
of which a great quantity is brought to this duchy, is excellent and 
reasQSutble. 

The ai4>it»ch to Lubec was through a noble road, lined with state-^ 
ly lindens, extending four English miles: it was dusk when I entered 
it, and early in the morning when I left it ; but, if I may judge by 
its avenues, gates, and streets, I should pronounce it to be a very 
beautiful, extensive, and wealthy city. It has a small surroimding 
territory, and is at present independent; but strong fears may be eh* 
tertained that, flawing the examt>le of Dantrig, its sovereignty is 
nearly at a close, and that it will speedily be incorporated wit^ Hiano'* 
verian Frahce. Through every town to Husum I was obliged to 
give my name and quality. An English humourist, who had, by 
virtue of his freehold, a parliamentary vote in the municipal county, 
upon being stopped at the gate of a town in some part of Germany, 
throughout which empire an elector is considered as a personage 
only inferior to the emperor, and upon his name being demanded, 
replied, " V<? «^*« un electeur de JMiddlesex ;" upon which the captain 
ordered the guard to turn out and salute him, and sent a company to 
follow the carriage to the inn, and attend liim there, and paid him all 
the honours due to an electoral prince. The delusion was easily 
carried on, for priinces, even crowned heads, in Germany and various 
other parts of the continent, trouble themselves but little about equi- 
page. The venerable and gallant prince de Ligne, whom I have 
before named, a prince of great rank and dignity, under the pressure 
of seventy years, travelled from Vienna to Berlin, a distance of seven 
hundred English miles, in an open common stuhl-waggon. After 
waiting a few days at Husum, where, like the hunted hare, I return- 
ed to the spot I first started from, during which two French spies 
^ed every day at our table cThote, and gave regular communica- 
tions of the arrival of every Englishman at the nearest Hanoverian 
posts, I went on board the packet, which narrowly escaped being 
frozen in the river, and after encountering a severe gale, during 
which our only consolation resembled that of Gonzalo in the tem- 

Rr 
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pest, who observed of his captain, " That he seemed to have no 
<< drowning mark upon him," we cit>ssed the north seas in forty-six 
hom^ and landed upon the shores of that beloved country which, 
uneclipsed by any superior in arms, in arts, or in sciences ; and 
without a rival in commerce, in agriculture, or in riches ; possesses 
more religion and morality, more humanity and munificence, more 
public and private integrity, is more blest with freedom, more en- 
lightened by eloquence, more adorned with beauty, more graced mth 
chastity, and richer in all the requisites to form that least assimiing, 
but first of earthly blessings, domcBtic comjbrty than any nation upon 
the globe. 

If, my reader! after having paid our homage to the merits of other 
countries, we return together, with more settled admiraticm, to that 
which ha* given us birth, I shall the less regret my absence fix>ni 
her, and from those who are the dearest to my heart, and to ^viiiom I 
am indebted for all my present enjoyments. 

Having felt most sensibly, in the hour of my return, those prime 
distinctions of my country, which eminently and justly endear her 
to all her children, I close the volume with an ardent wish, that 
heaven may graciously render those distinctions perpetual. 
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